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Report  of  the  John  Tower  Ter-Centenary 

Celebration  and  Tower  Reunion  at 

Hingham,  Masssachusetts, 

May  29,  30  and  31,  1909 


INTRODUCTORY 


An  ancient  poet  and  sage  once  said  in  cynical  vein: 

"When  on  your  house  falls  unforeseen  distress, 
Half-clothed  come  neig'hbors;  kinsmen  stay  to  dress," 

and  literature  is  bespattered  with  like  reflections,  in 
purport  showing  that  those  to  whom  our  thoughts  tend 
by  ties  of  blood,  fail  oftenest  of  respect  for  our  ideals, 
and  even  for  that  regard  for  our  commoner  interests 
which  would  be  prompted  by  the  spirit  of  neighborly 
kindness  or  by  ordinary  human  sentiment. 

But  they  show  only  that  for  our  own  kinsmen  we 
set  another  ideal,  and  of  them  expect  conduct  different 
from  that  which  we  require  of  humanity  at  large. 
Moreover,  they,  together  with  the  records  of  disloyal 
action  toward  those  of  the  same  kindred,  are  the  blots 
which  mar,  but  do  not  efface,  the  stronger  testimony  of 
history  and  of  human  literature  to  the  good  that  has 
been  accomplished  by  respect  for  and  devotion  to  fam- 
ily. In  whatever  situation  placed,  the  noble  or  the 
peasant  has,  we  may  believe,  seldom  lost  and  often 
gained  by  a  proper  admixture  in  his  composition  of  the 
sentiment  expressed  in  the  common  saying  that  "blood 
is  thicker  than  water." 

To  feel  any  sentiment  or  obligation  toward  those 
who  bear  our  name,  we  must  first  know  them,  and,  in 
our  country,  which  is  so  widely  separated  geographically 
and  politically  from  the  lands  of  our  ancestors,  many 
ties  have  been  severed.     Now,  under  more  settled  con- 
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ditions  and  with  greater  leisure  than  fell  to  the  lot  of 
our  pioneer  forefathers,  but  aware  of  the  growing  com- 
plexity of  our  national  life,  we  turn  with  increasing- 
attention  to  the  principles  and  characters  of  our 
robust  ancestors  which,  after  nearly  three  hundred 
years  still  find  expression  in  our  American  life.  Hence 
it  is  that  the  custom  of  holding  "P^amily  Reunions"  is 
one  which,  among  us,  appeals  to  an  increasing  number 
of  people,  and  this  growing  interest  is  evidence  of  good, 
signifying,  as  it  does,  increasing  regard  for  the  basic 
sentiments  which  are  the  safeguard  of  society. 

Unfriendly  critics  of  American  society,  comparing 
unfavorably  our  ''aristocracy  of  wealth"  with  the  more 
settled,  hereditary  forms  of  leadership  in  non-republican 
Europe,  also  point  out  that  we  too  have  our  pride  in 
ancestry— our  petty  and  local  pride  in  ''First  Families," 
"Mayflower  Descendants,"  "New  England  Settlers" — 
all  in  obvious  contradiction  to  the  democratic  spirit 
which  we  profess. 

Now  pride  may  spur  and  fashion  may  dictate,  but 
loyalty,  the  sentiment  which  prompts  to  noble  deeds 
and  persistent  effort,  is,  or  should  be,  rather  than  mere 
pride  in  ancestry,  the  bond  that  unites  the  various 
members  of  a  family,  large  or  small.  And  Loyalty — 
loyalty  also  to  family — is  as  necessary  to-day  in  repub- 
lican America  as  ever  it  has  been  in  monarchical  Europe. 

For  the  natural  and  first  object  for  the  attachment 
of  this  sentiment  is  the  family,  represented  in  the  per- 
son of  a  common  ancestor  or  ancestors.  Before  ever 
the  state  was,  the  family  existed.  The  father,  the 
patriarch,  was  the  first  king,  and  loyalty  to  him  the 
whole  duty  of  man. 

Loyalty  to  our  forebears,  if  this  be  the  sentiment 


Introductory  5 

which  prompts  interest  in  our  family  reunions,  means, 
when  directed  through  the  agencies  of  these  family 
gatherings  and  of  societies  for  the  furtherance  of  gen- 
ealogical investigation,  not  merely  the  conscious  pos- 
session of  a  common  ancestor  about  whose  life  we  have 
learned  to  know  a  little,  but  the  realization  that  by 
physical,  perhaps  by  mental  inheritance,  we  belong  to  a 
special  human  circle,  whose  aims  and  purposes  should 
be  of  chief  concern  to  us. 

Its  members  reproduce,  though  in  lessened  degree, 
the  qualities  that  we  have  learned  to  love  in  the  per- 
sons of  our  more  narrow  family  group.  They  have,  it 
may  be,  the  same  traits  of  character,  the  same  habits 
of  mind  and  action  as  ourselves.  In  the  study  of  their 
ancestry  they  have  the  same  intimate  record  of  human 
history  before  them,  personal  to  them,  as  to  ourselves. 
The  same  virtues,  the  same  faults,  are,  in  these  records, 
theirs  for  study  and  contemplation,  as  genealogical  in- 
vestigation brings  to  light  increasing  data. 

Out  of  these  records,  by  emphasis  and  adaptation 
and  idealization  of  past  virtues,  and  by  these  meetings 
with  present  kindred,  to  "mend  what  flaws  may  lurk," 
to  work  in  harmony  and  assist  in  shaping  from  among 
our  diversified  individual  interests  common  ideals,  help- 
ful to  the  family,  distinctive  of  it,  yet  of  value  to  the 
larger  communities  of  which  the  scattered  members  of 
the  family  form  a  part— this  would  be  one,  but  the  most 
important  phase  of  loyalty  to  our  ancestors. 

A  large  family,  whose  members,  though  widely 
separated,  possess  such  a  common  sentiment,  contains 
within  it  great  possibilities  for  usefulness  and  for  the 
furtherance  of  successful  individual  effort  among  its 
members.     It  is  the  immediate  family  circle  given  larger 
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powers,  the  school  also  in  which  the  broader  civic, 
national  and  human  virtues,  may  be  best  nourished  and 
taught.  It  is  said  that  love  begins  at  home,  but,  as 
the  home  widens  to  include  ever  larger  circles  of  our 
kindred,  it  becomes  by  imperceptible  degrees  the  full 
measure  of  that  chief  of  Christian  virtues  which  knows 
no  kinship  of  the  flesh. 

In  this  belief  and  with  the  conviction  that,  through 
a  regularly  organized  society,  our  loyalty  to  our  own 
family  would  more  readily  find  outward  expression  and 
bring  into  helpful  and  pleasant  association  those  who 
bear  the  Tower  name,  the  "Tower  Genealogical  Society" 
was  organized,  and  now  offers  its  members  and  all  who 
claim  kinship  with  them  this  brief  retrospective  survey 
of  its  beginning,  in  the  hope  and  confidence  that,  through 
their  loyalty,  its  successful  progress  is  assured. 

Doubtless  all  members  of  the  family  whom  these 
reports  will  reach,  know  of  the  'Tower  Genealogy," 
published  years  before  the  inception  of  the  present  un- 
dertaking, and  for  which  the  Society  makes  grateful 
acknowledgment  in  this  report.  There  is,  therefore, 
no  occasion  to  point  out  that  there  is  ample  scope  for 
our  interest  in  the  ancestry  of  that  sturdy  pioneer,  John 
Tower,  whose  surname  we  bear,  and  many  of  whose 
qualities  we  might  well  be  glad  to  call  our  own.  That 
we  exist  in  sufficient  numbers  for  such  a  work  is  at- 
tested by  a  long  roll  of  names  of  which  we  may  well  be 
proud. 

To  those  who  responded  so  loyally  to  the  ''Calls" 
for  the  Reunion  these  reports  will  serve  as  a  reminder 
of  the  never-to-be-forgotten  feeling  with  which  they 
mingled  in  crowds  of  men  and  women,  and  realized  that 
all  these  were  their  kindred.     To  the  less  fortunate,  but, 
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we  believe,  no  less  loyal,  absentee  it  will,  we  hope,  be 
welcome,  not  only  as  a  record  of  events  which  have 
taken  place  in  his  family,  but  as  a  fourth  invitation  to 
join  us  in  common  effort,  as  a  guide  to  the  means  by 
which  this  may  be  accomplished,  and,  as  to  all  our  fam- 
ily who  will  stand  ''By  the  Name  of  Tower,"  a  Cordial 
Greeting. 


/^"^ 


Report  of  the  John  Tower 
Ter-Centenary  Celebration  and   Tower  Reunion 

AT    HIN(;HAM.   MASS., 

May  29,  30  and   31,   1909. 


The  three  hundredth  anniversary  of  the  birth  of  John 
Tower  "(1)"  at  Hingham,  in  the  county  of  Norfolk,  England, 
on  the  fourteenth  of  May,  1609,  was  the  occasion  of  the  gather- 
ing of  many  hundreds  of  his  descendants  at  the  "Old  Home- 
stead" which  he  had  established  at  Hingham,  Massachusetts,  in 
1664,  twenty-seven  years  after  he  had  cast  in  his  lot  with  other 
venturesome  spirits  and  sailed  to  these  New  England  shores. 

That  you  may  understand  how  this  could  be  brought  about 
—how  such  an  assemblage  of  widely  scattered  members  of  one 
family  could  be  brought  together,  it  is  only  needful  to  say  that 
the  sentiment  of  filial  devotion  among  our  people  quickly 
asserted  itself  when  a  call  to  gather  at  the  home  of  their  ances- 
tor reached  them. 

Beginnings  are  always  diflicult  and  "in  some  things  it  is 
more  hard  to  attempt  than  to  achieve."  In  the  present 
instance,  the  initial  step  once  taken,  achievement  quickly  fol- 
lowed. The  story  of  that  initial  step  is  soon  told,  though  years 
of  devotion  to  the  idea  of  uniting  the  members  of  the  family 
preceded  its  taking. 

Soon  after  the  publication  of  the  "Tower  Genealogy"  by 
the  late  Hon.  Charlemagne  Tower  in  1890.  Mr.  George  Warren 
Tower,  one  of  the  John  Tower  descendants,  whose  interest  in 
those  of  the  name  in  and  about  Boston  had  been  awakened, 
visited  the  old  home  in  Hingham,  Massachusetts.     Subsequently 


10  John  To'wer  Ter-Gentenary  Reunion 

he  became  the  owner  of  it  and,  when  the  time  seemed  to  favor 
the  offering-  of  its  hospitahty  to  Towers  far  and  near,  the  Old 
Home,  improved,  though  unchanged  in  essential  features, 
was  prepared  for  their  reception,  and  those  who  were  present  at 
the  Reunion  know  how  kindly  was  the  welcome. 

They these  members  of  our  numerous  family — -had  been 

coming  in  ever  increasing  numbers  during  the  past  two  or  three 
years,  and  at  the  Ter-Centenary  a  registration  book  was  pro- 
vided, which  now  contains  nearly  five  hundred  names  of  John 
Tower's  descendants  and  of  husbands  and  wives  of  descendants, 
who,  by  provision  in  the  by-laws  and  charter  of  the  Society,  are 
eligible  to  membership  in  it.  Of  these  seventy-five  are  resi- 
dents of  the  beautiful  towns  of  Hingham  and  Cohasset  which, 
for  many  years  after  the  death  of  John  Tower,  formed  one  town 
in  whose  early  history  he  took  a  prominent  part.  Many  names 
enrolled,  however,  represented  distant  sections  of  the  country, 
and  this  coming-  together  of  hundreds  of  Towers  from  the  north 
and  the  south,  the  east  and  the  west,  this  meeting  and  forming- 
of  new  acquaintances  and  friendships— all  within  the  member- 
ship of  one  family — were  to  those  who  took  part  in  this  celebra- 
tion and  who  witnessed  the  scenes,  continued  throughout  the 
entire  three  days,  most  inspiriting-. 

On  the  left,  as  you  came  with  the  crowd  from  the  station, 
and  at  the  end  of  the  long  rows  of  elms  which  flank  the  winding 
Main  Street  of  the  town,  just  below  the  "Tower  brook"  and 
"Tower  bridge",  stands  the  "Old  Homestead",  on  this  occasion 
beautifully  decorated  with  flags  and  bunting  for  the  reception 
of  the  visiting  Towers.  From  the  clear,  cool  depths  of  the 
John  Tower  well  the  "Old  Oaken  Bucket"  brought  water  for 
the  refreshment  of  those  who  were  thirsty  and  tired  with 
travelling,  while  those  who  were  also  hungry  found  that  in 
Wilder  Memorial  Hall  a  special  restaurant  had  been  opened 
for  them  with  excellent  facilities  for  serving  every  one. 
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Within  the  house,  and  nearly  covering  the  four  walls  of  one 
room,  were  prints  of  the  five  branches  of  the  family  tree,  which 
had  been  prepared  by  Mr.  James  Wallace  Tower  of  Millinocket, 
Maine.  Many  of  those  who  were  present  found  pleasure  in 
tracing-  their  ancestry  along  the  numerous  smaller  branches  of 
the  tree,  finding  that  in  some  cases  these  represented  a  growth 
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of  twelve  generations.  It  is  expected  that  these  branches  of 
the  John  Tower  tree  will  be  brought  to  greater  perfection, 
so  that  the  names  may  include  the  present  generation,  and  the 
effort  will  be  made  to  reproduce  them  on  sheets  of  a  size  suit- 
able for  ready  handling  and  for  sale  to  members  of  the 
Society  at  a  nominal  price. 

Among  the  interesting  exhibits  in  the  home  was  a  portrait  of 
Malachi  Tower  of  the  sixth  generation.     He  was  one  of  the 
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many  members  of  the  family  who  took  part  in  the  war  of  the 
Revolution,  and  the  earliest  member  of  whom,  so  far  as  can  be 
ascertained,  a  likeness  exists.  His  Bible,  in  which  he  had  care- 
fully written  his  family  record,  was  also  here.  His  descendants 
are  the  ])resent  owners  and  occupants  of  the  orig-inal  John 
Tower  Homestead. 

Near  the  homestead  booths  had  been  set  up  for  the  sale  of 
souvenirs,  postal  cards,  magazines  and  newspapers— but  there 
were  few  spare  moments  for  reading  or  for  writing.  In  accord- 
ance with  the  program  mentioned  in  the  "Call"  ijrovision 
had  been  made  for  sight-seeing,  but  the  old  home  and  the 
groups  of  new-found  friends  and  relatives  which  dotted  its 
ample  lawn  usually  proved  more  attractive  than  visits  to  near-by 
places  of  historic  interest.  Photographers  with  their  cameras 
were  all  about,  and  here  and  at  other  places  in  the  town  where 
the  family  were  present,  group  pictures  were  taken.  That 
nothing  should  mar  the  memory  of  the  occasion,  even  the 
weather,  which  on  the  first  day  made  futile  efforts  to  dami)en 
enthusiasm,  turned  submissive,  and  for  the  remaining  time  was 
all  that  could  be  desired. 

That  all  who  were  at  the  reunion  may  preserve  in  print  the 
graceful  welcome  tendered  the  family  at  the  Wampatuck  Club 
by  Ex-Governor  John  D.  Long,  the  address  of  Rev.  Charles  H. 
Pope  at  the  old  Homestead,  and  that  of  Mr.  John  J.  Loud  in 
Wilder  Memorial  Hall,  at  the  first  general  meeting  of  this 
Society,  we  must  now  make  our  story  of  the  reunion  a  bare 
record  of  events  in  their  due  order.  Those  who  were  not  here 
will  fill  in  many  a  gap  with  pleasant  recollections  of  things  said 
and  done.  It  is  with  regret  that  some  of  the  addresses,  to  which 
we  all  listened  with  much  interest,  must  be  omitted,  but  to  those 
who  by  them  so  liberally  contributed  to  our  pleasure  and 
instruction,  as  well  as  to  all  others  who  assisted  and  helped  to 
make  the  reunion,  as  we  believe,  a  grand  success,  the  thanks 
of  the  Society  are  gratefully  offered. 
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First  Day,  May  29 

It  had  been  foreseen  by  Mr.  Georg-e  Warren  Tower,  the 
host,  and  by  others  through  whose  efforts  the  Reunion  had  been 
effected,  that  on  this  first  day  the  continual  arrival  of  visitors 
and  the  work  of  registering  and  of  securing  accommodations 
for  them  would  make  a  long  jjrogram  undesirable.  That  which 
had  been  announced  in  the  "Last  Call"  was  adhered  to,  and 
while  guests  were  yet  ari'iving  those  who  were  present 
boarded  cars  for  the  Wampatuck  Club  where  they  were 
greeted  by  brief  addresses  from  Hon.  John  I).  Long,  Selectman 
William  L.  Foster  and  Rev.  Louis  C.  Cornish,  which  were 
enjoyed  by  the  many  members  of  the  family  who  had  arrived  in 
time  for  the  welcome.  Under  the  leadership  of  Rev.  Mr. 
Cornish  and  of  guides  who  had  been  provided  for  the  occasion, 
the  family,  now  broken  into  small  groups,  visited  the  Old  Tav- 
ern, the  Gen.  Lincoln  House,  and  other  places  of  interest  with 
which  the  old  town  is  richly  provided. 

In  the  evening,  in  a  large  tent  well  filled  with  settees,  on 
the  lawn  beneath  the  wide-spreading  elms  which  adorn  the  Old 
Homestead,  the  assembled  members  of  the  family  listened  to  an 
address  by  Rev.  Charles  H.  Pope.  His  costume,  fashioned  in 
the  style  of  our  early  American  forefather,  suited  well  the 
words  of  that  time,  here  reproduced,  with  which  he  spoke. 


Address  of  Welcome  to  the  Tower  Family 
by  Ex-Governor  Long 

Saturday,  May  29,  1909 


I  am  happy  to  discharge  the  duty  which  has  been  assigned 
me  of  extending  the  welcome  of  the  citizens  of  Hingham  to  the 
descendants  of  John  Tower,  who  settled  in  this  town  in  1687. 
From  him  have  descended  a  body  of  men  and  women  who  have 
honored  the  name,  who  have  carried  it  into  every  part  of  the 
country,  many  of  whom  are  gathered  here  to-day  to  visit  the 
home  of  their  ancestor.  His  house  still  stands,  and  you  have 
made  it  your  headquarters.  You  have  also  made  it  beautiful 
with  decorations,  although,  in  one  sense,  nothing  could  add  to 
the  beauty  of  its  original  simplicity. 

Your  name  is  one  that  has  been  illustrious  in  many  walks 
of  life,  in  the  military  and  naval  service  of  the  country,  in  its 
educational  fields,  and  especially  in  the  lines  of  commercial  and 
financial  activity.  The  name  is  still  on  our  town  voting  lists, 
and  one  who  bears  it  has  long  been  among  us  a  preserver  of  the 
peace. 

We  cordially  welcome  you  to  your  ancestral  home.  It  will 
remind  you  of  the  virtues  cf  your  ancestors,  of  their  simple 
lives,  of  the  good  example  which  they  left  us  of  religious  devo- 
tion, of  civic  patriotism,  of  social  helpfulness,  and  of  ])ersona] 
integrity.  May  the  sun  continue  to  shine  on  your  commemor- 
ation services.  May  the  three  days  of  them  be  bright  with  the 
bonds  of  family  reunion,  and  when  you  go  hence,  may  you  be 
inspired  with  happier  thoughts  of  the  past  and  brighter  hopes 
for  the  future. 


The  Address  of  John  Tower 

To  His  Descendants  Assembled  to  Celebrate  His  Three- 
Hundredth  Birthday. 

BY    REV.    CHARLES    H.     POPE. 


Welcome  to  the  old  homestead,  ye  who  have  gathered  from 
near  and  far.  A  Pilg-rim  past  four  score  years  and  ten  cannot 
be  expected  to  attend  to  all  your  horses  and  carriages  or  to  plan 
for  all  your  diet;  but  you  will  be  hospitably  received  by  a  com- 
mittee of  your  own  number.  My  words  may  sound  old-fashioned 
and  my  garments  may  look  outlandish,  but  I  will  talk  with  you 
in  fatherly  confidence  this  hajipy  day. 

Let  me  speak  to  you  of  the  first  home  I  ever  knew,  the  town 
of  Hingham,  in  the  hundred  of  Forehoe  in  the  county  of  Norfolk 
in  old  England.  It  was  a  fair  place,  with  small  hills  and  broad 
dales  and  a  pretty  pond.  Not  far  away  there  were  streams  and 
broads  where  one  might  sail  or  fish  or  get  game,  if,  forsooth,  he 
had  leisure  for  such  sports,  or  if  that  were  his  vocation. 

The  people  had  farms  and  gardens,  and  raised  cattle,  sheep 
and  geese,  many  cultivated  flax  and  there  were  few  houses  that 
had  not  wheels  for  spinning  wool  and  linen,  while  some  were 
weavers  of  various  sorts  of  cloths  which  were  famous  at  the 
market  towns  on  either  side  of  us.  Sometimes  I  would  go  with 
my  father  to  the  city  of  Norwich,  where  the  mighty  cathedral 
stood,  so  lofty  and  grand,  and  look  about  in  the  marketplace. 
There  were  many  smaller  churches,  too,  but  none  I  thought  bet- 
ter than  our  own  parish  church,  for  this  was  a  stately  building 
whose  tower  could  be  seen  a  long  way  off. 

Within  there  was  the  central  space,  or  nave,  and  an  aisle 
along  each  side  at  the  north  and  soutii;  in  the  aisles  little 
chapels  were  built,  each  with  its  screen  and  altar  and  all.  I 
recall  that  one  was  dedicated  to  the  Holy  Trinity,  another  to  the 
Holy  Virgin,  others  called  St.  Mary  by  the  Rood  Altar,  St.  Mary 
of  Pity,  St.  Nicholas,  and  so  on.     The  patron  saint  of  the  church 
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was  St.  Andrew.  Besides,  seven  gilds  had  their  places  and,  at 
certain  seasons,  their  services  there,  as  St.  James,  Corpus 
Christi,  Holy  Cross,  All  Saints,  St.  John  the  Baptist,  St.  Andrew 
and  St.  Mary,  each  one  having  a  paid  chaplain,  and  the  seven 
chaplains  were  our  choir.  Before  every  image  and  altar  a  lamp 
or  wax  taper  or  candle  was  kept  burning  at  night,  and  the  church 
was  very  bright  and  shiny. 

That  was  the  way  I  saw  it  in  my  early  boyhood;  but  Master 
Robert  Peck,  our  rector,  taught  us  a  different  sort  of  worship 
and  procured  us  a  better  illumination  in  the  house  of  God.  He 
was  instituted  rector  in  the  year  1605  and  conducted  service  after 
the  manner  of  the  old  clergy  for  some  years  during  my  boyhood. 
But  his  eyes  were  opened  after  a  while. 

You  must  remember  that  in  Scrooby,  in  the  County  of  Not- 
tingham, not  very  far  north  of  Hingham,  a  small  company  of 
good  people  left  off  attending  the  parish  church  altogether,  and 
met  in  a  room  of  the  Post  station,  saying  that  they  were  a  real 
church,  having  a  minister  and  ordinances.  Their  bishop  perse- 
cuted them,  however,  and  many  of  the  common  people  joined  in 
the  hue  and  cry  against  them,  so  they  were  forced  to  go  over 
into  Holland  to  have  peace  in  religion. 

After  eleven  years  there,  they  sought  for  a  country  where 
they  could  bring  up  their  children  as  English  folk  and  serve  the 
Lord  freely,  and  they  managed  to  reach  new  Plymouth  in  this 
country,  in  the  year  1620,  sailing  in  the  ship  Mayflower.  By 
that  time  our  rector  and  many  others  of  the  clergy  and  laity, 
saw  that  these  people  had  Scripture  for  what  they  did,  so 
Parson  Peck  became  a  Puritan  himself,  and  with  him  most  of 
the  parish.  He  was  certain  that  it  was  the  will  of  God  that 
we  should  always  keep  pure  what  the  Lord  Jesus  taught  and 
that  many  things  that  were  practised  in  the  churches  of  Rome 
and  England  were  very  wrong. 

For  a  time  he  stayed  in  the  church  of  England,  however, 
making  changes  in  the  worship  and  teaching  us  to  be  like  the 
early  church.  He  allowed  the  people  to  meet  in  their  houses 
and  read  the  Bible  and  pray  in  their  own  words;  he  sometimes 
invited  those  who  lived  near  his  rectory  to  come  in  when  he 
read    and    prayed     with    his  household.     This    offended    the 
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bishop,  whose  name  and  nature  were  those  of  a  Wren.  Mr. 
Peck  however  went  further,  and  pulled  down  the  railing  about 
the  chancel,  lowered  its  floor  below  that  of  the  church,  put 
away  the  images  of  saints  and  had  no  prayers  offered  except 
to  God.  He  taught  us  that  it  was  of  no  importance  for  us 
to  bow  at  the  name  of  Jesus  in  the  gloria  patri,  because  there 
should  be  no  more  honor  paid  to  the  Son  than  to  the  Father. 
But  the  bishop  was  very  severe  in  these  matters,  especially  in 
his  own  city  of  Norwich.  One  Michael  Metcalf,  who  lived 
there,  was  haled  before  the  bishop  because  he  did  not  bow  at 
the  name  of  Jesus,  and  was  clapped  into  prison  for  it.  You  may 
read  the  letter  in  description  of  this  thing.  He  escaped  and 
came  over  to  Dedham  here,  and  a  good  man  he  was  indeed. 

While  these  changes  in  teaching  and  worship  were  taking 
place,  a  great  many  people  from  all  parts  of  England  were 
making  their  way  to  New  England  to  procure  freedom  to  wor- 
ship God  according  to  his  revealed  word.  Some  of  these  came 
from  Hingham,  the  Hubbards,  Beals,  Lincolns,  Cushings  and 
others,  and  I  too  thought  fit  to  come.  After  we  knew  that 
Master  Peter  Hobart,  who  was  already  in  orders  in  England, 
had  become  a  Puritan  and  a  Pilgrim,  and  had  joined  in  begin- 
ning a  separate  church  in  this  new  Hingham  like  that  in  new 
Plymouth,  even  Master  Peck  joined  in  the  pilgrimage,  and 
became,  first  a  humble  member,  and  then  one  of  the  two  minis- 
ters of  the  little  band  of  believers  here. 

What  happy  days  we  had  when  we  were  together  in  this 
new  England,  free  from  the  sad  errors  and  persecutions  which 
lay  so  heavily  on  the  people  of  our  beloved  native  country. 
Here  we  had  poor  houses  and  few  comforts  like  the  old  land; 
but  we  had  peace  and  good  will,  and  the  heartfelt  worship  of 
ours  was  like  heaven  begun  below.  We  could  say  in  letters  to 
our  friends  in  England,  as  William  Hilton  wrote  from  Plymouth 
in  1621,  that  we  could  have  no  better  wish  from  them  than  that 
they  should  all  come  hither.  It  was  the  year  1637  when  I 
arrived  here  and  after  I  had  tilled  my  lands  and  wrought  hard 
in  various  ways  for  a  year  and  a  half  my  heart  was  filled  with 
great  joy. 

One  Master  Ibrook  had  been  here  in  New  England  a  good 
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while  and  lived  partly  here  and  partly  at  Charlestown,  as  did 
others  of  our  company.  He  had  lands  in  several  places  in 
Hingham,  as  all  the  proprietors  did  use  to  have,  and  one  portion 
of  his  estate  was  most  beautiful  for  situation.  It  was  a  small 
island,  at  the  entrance  of  our  harbor,  described  in  our  town 
records  as  "the  first  island  northward  as  you  come  from  Nan- 
tascott  lyeing-  to  the  west  of  the  old  planters  hill  and  to  the  east 
of  crow  point".  Over  part  of  it  stood  a  wood  wherein  were 
great  oak  and  birch  trees,  and  much  grass  grew  on  the  slopes 
and  by  the  cove. 

There  I  saw,  one  day  in  September,  the  fairest  maid  I  ever 
looked  upon.  She  was  with  her  father,  Master  Ibrook,  and 
another  was  with  her,  her  sister,  comely  enough,  but  not  like 
Margaret,  the  maiden  my  eye  had  first  rested  on.  Joshua 
Hobart  and  I  were  sailing  past  in  my  wherry,  which  1  had  built 
Hke  those  we  used  to  have  on  Hingham  pond  and  Norfolks 
broads  in  the  old  country,  and  as  we  sailed  along  I  asked  Joshua 
did  he  not  think  Margaret  Ibrook  the  fairest  maid  in  the  planta- 
tion? I  was  pleased  when  he  said,  "Save  only  Ellen,  her 
sister  there".  For  it  reheved  me  to  see  that  he  would  be 
no  rival  of  mine  in  wooing  the  girl  whom  I  instantly  longed  to 
have  for  my  wife.  Joshua  than  told  me  that  he  had  bespoken 
Ellen  and  would  be  married  in  the  first  month  next  year;  and 
when  he  added  that  Margaret  had  said  nay  to  more  than  one 
suitor,  and  would  be  hard  to  woo,  I  affirmed  that  she  should 
have  one  more  opportunity  to  reject,  for  I  had  a  mind  to  have 
her  for  my  own  spouse.     He  laughed  and  wished  me  good  luck. 

When  I  spoke  to  Margaret  after  the  meeting  next  Sabbath 
she  looked  straight  into  my  eyes  and  said:  "After  I  know  you 
better  John  Tower,  I  may  consider  what  you  say;  do  not  seek 
an  answer  this  day".  When  I  had  weighed  her  words  I  took 
courage,  and  put  off  the  second  asking  until  we  were  better 
acquainted.  On  Thanksgiving  Day,  in  the  afternoon,  I  knocked 
at  the  door  of  her  father's  house  and  she  came  out  and  walked 
with  me.  After  I  had  spoken,  her  cheeks  were  redder  than 
maple  leaves  in  fall  as  she  said:  "While  you  go  to  speak  for  me 
of  my  father  I  will  wait  here.  If  he  says  you  nay,  you  must 
not  hinder  me  from  going  back  into  the  house  while  you  go 
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away  once  for  all,  I  will  abide  by  his  word  for  he  is  masterful 
and,  moreover,  he  reads  men  as  a  clerk  reads  books.  But  be 
not  afraid  of  his  rough  manner.     Go  quickly,  John." 

It  was  well  she  warned  me,  for  1  perceived  no  sign  of  kind- 
ness in  the  face  of  Master  Ibrook  when  I  said  my  errand,  but 
rather,  harshness,  "Would  you  rob  a  man?  How  can  I  do 
without  my  pearl,  my  Margaret?  Can  you  maintain  her  with- 
out want?  Will  she  have  that  respect  that  her  station  deserves, 
and  will  she  be  suitably  conditioned?  Young  Hobart  has 
already  got  leave  to  take  Ellen  from  me,  come  next  March; 
how  can  you  have  the  hardihood  to  ask  me  to  throw  another 
daughter  overboard  for  some  young  planter?"  So  he  spent  his 
feelings  upon  me  till  I  grew  faint  in  heart,  but  I  spake  no  word 
until  he  had  concluded. 

However,  he  made  a  kind  ending  to  his  rough  discourse,  and 
I  was  rewarded.  "John  Tower,"  said  he  kindly,  at  length,  "a 
father  may  sometimes  have  a  fault  or  two  himself,  but  he  can- 
not endure  to  entrust  his  daughter  to  anything  less  than  a  good 
man  and  true;  I  have  inquired  about  your  character  and  find  all 
in  church  and  town  bear  witness  to  your  uprightness,  and  I  will 
put  my  daughter  into  your  cai"e,  always  on  condition  that  she 
tells  me  it  is  her  wish,  for  she  hath  a  mind  of  her  own  and  shall 
not  be  crossed  by  me." 

When  I  went  to  the  door  Margaret  was  far  down  the  past- 
ture  lane,  walking  slowly  away,  but  as  I  caught  up  with  her 
she  said  without  turning.  "Your  footstep  hath  music  in  it. 
John"  and  after  a  little  we  went  back  to  the  house  and  stood 
before  her  father.  All  the  fierce  look  had  gone  from  his  face 
now,  and  he  kissed  Margaret  fondly  but  spake  never  word  more 
at  that  time.  We  were  married  at  Charlestown  by  the  magis- 
trate (for  there  were  no  weddings  by  ministers  in  those  days)  the 
next  February,  even  a  little  before  Joshua  and  Ellen  contracted. 

Sixty-three  happy  years  that  fair  maid  and  woman  staid 
with  me  and  "naught  but  death"  parted  us.  Her  learning,  her 
wise  counsels,  at  times  her  restraining  help  for  my  turbulant 
spirits;  her  calm  faith  and  her  steady  love,  all  made  life  worth 
living  to  me.  Death  itself  only  separated  for  a  short  space; 
then  they  who  parted  below  are  re-united  above  forever. 
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God  gave  us  a  good  sheaf  of  wheat  in  our  children;  ten 
were  born  to  us,  of  whom  seven  outlived  us  both.  Of  their 
loins  came  forty  eight  grandchildren  to  us,  thirty-nine  of  them 
to  see  us  both  through  earthly  life;  and  thirteen  great  grand- 
children, to  give  us  assurance  that  our  "seed  should  be  mighty 
upon  the  earth." 

We  had  some  harsh  passages  in  our  life,  when  the  land  was 
smoking  with  the  fires  of  cabins  burned  by  the  Indians  in  the 
year  1676,  and  one  poor  neighbor  was  killed  close  by  our  home. 
I  fortified  my  house  and  made  it  a  strong  garrison,  where  our 
sons  and  their  families  joined  us  with  some  neighbors  and 
escaped  the  ravages  of  the  enemy.  Hingham  had  little  of  that 
woe  compared  with  other  towns  and  plantations.  We  ever 
thanked  our  God  who  guarded  us. 

The  town  has  been  a  happy  home,  far  better  than  old  Hing- 
ham ever  could  be.  The  Colony  has  grown  large  and  rich  and 
strong,  and  no  eye  can  see  how  large  and  rich  and  strong  it 
may  yet  become.  In  the  spirit  of  prophesy  I  look  forward  to 
the  passing  of  many  centuries  through  which  New  England  and 
the  other  Colonies  which  shall  be  settled  to  the  west  and  south 
may  grow  and  become  more  powerful.  Yea,  my  faith  is  strong 
that  God  hath  a  vast  nation  in  the  womb  of.  time,  and  will  give 
to  the  descendants  of  Margaret  and  myself  and  our  Puritan 
neighbors  some  high  duties  and  great  successes  in  the  nation 
which  is  to  be.  My  bold  mind  can  take  in  a  vision  of  a  Com- 
monwealth such  as  Cromwell  made  of  England  some  short  space, 
and  no  king,  only  the  people,  under  God,  to  make  laws  and  to 
guard  the  land.  Why  should  not  the  "handful  of  corn  in  the  top 
of  the  mountain,"  spoken  of  in  Scripture,  be  this  poor  people 
in  New  England,  with  others  whom  God  will  add?  May  not 
my  childrens'  children  yet  return  to  England  and  Europe  as  am- 
bassadors of  that  great  nation  of  freeman?  With  God  all 
things  shall  be  possible. 

My  neighbors  have  shown  me  great  resjiect.  When  I  first 
came  they  gave  me  portions  of  land  for  house-lot.  i)lanting, 
pasture  and  meadow,  as  to  other  settlers,  and  allotted  me 
shares  in  the  divisions  of  land  from  time  to  time.  My  spirit 
was  not  always  patient  with  delay  in  procuring  what  I  believed 
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my  rights;  and  sometimes  I  demanded  rudely  and  extracted  too 
grasping-ly;  yet  I  meant  only  to  possess  what  was  truly  m.y 
own,  and  was  quite  as  determined  to  give  my  neighbor  what 
appertained  to  him.  At  times  I  stood  between  men  who 
opposed  each  other,  and  strove  to  keep  them  from  striving;  and 
rarely  did  I  contend  to  the  extent  of  brawling  or  striking. 
Further,  I  feared  not  to  speak  the  truth  when  it  cost  me  much 
opposition  and  even  punishment. 

My  children  should  remember  that  when,  in  the  year  1644, 
I  was  imprisoned  by  order  of  the  Governor  and  magistrates,  it 
was  an  honor  to  me.  I  stood  with  my  brother-in-law,  the  Rev- 
erend Peter  Hobart,  and  Deacon  Joshua  Hobart  and  the  most 
part  of  the  town;  and  when  I  spake  and  maintained  the 
"authority  did  advise  him  to  do  so",  I  did  but  bear  witness  to 
the  truth  and  stand  for  the  rights  of  the  town  to  choose  our 
own  officers.  I  do  not  regret  the  stand  I  took.  My  neighbors, 
as  I  said  before,  placed  confidence  in  me  from  the  beginning. 
They  chose  me  one  of  the  men  to  lay  out  freeman's  lands;  made 
me  a  constable  to  collect  taxes;  again,  put  me  into  the  office  of 
a  selectman;  more  than  once  made  me  a  surveyor  of  highways; 
had  me  to  help  mark  all  the  highways  which  the  town  had 
voted  to  have,  and  to  decide  where  new  ways  ought  to  be  laid 
out  and  made  for  the  conveniency  of  the  inhabitants.  My  axe 
marked  many  a  line  and  bound. 

It  was  good  to  have  a  part  in  making  the  town  habitable 
and  in  building  it  up  as  part  of  God's  own  kingdom  in  this 
western  world.  I  ever  had  thought  to  the  extension  of  the 
country.  I  joined  with  some  others  in  asking  the  General 
Court  to  lay  out  a  plantation  at  some  distance  to  the  northward 
of  the  Bay,  which  they  afterwards  called  Lancaster;  but  I  did  not 
think  good  to  remove  thither  myself.  I  went  southward  and 
westward  to  see  the  land,  and  purchased  some  tracts  from  the 
natives  in  Providence  Plantation;  but  they  that  sold  to  me  were 
not  the  rightful  owners,  or,  at  least,  so  the  Court  decided,  an^ 
that  came  to  naught  for  me. 

Before  all  places  I  delighted  in  this  town  of  Hingham.  God 
spared  my  earthly  life  so  long  that  all  my  old  companions  in  the 
pilgrimage  and   settlement  had   passed  away.     You  may  see 
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to-day  in  the  burying  ground  on  the  hill  a  stone  which  I  saw 
placed  above  the  grave  of  a  neighbor  whom  I  had  long  known, 
Thomas  Barnes,  who  died  in  the  year  1G72.  Other  men  and 
women  who  were  long  with  me  passed  away.  It  becomes  lone- 
some after  so  many  have  gone,  but  the  children  and  grand- 
children and  descendants  of  our  Pilgrim  church  and  people  of 
other  races  and  of  other  nations  shall  reside  here,  and  God's 
kingdom  shall  continue. 

One  book  which  has  been  read  to  me  since  my  eyes  grew 
dim  is  "The  Pilgrim's  Progress,"  written  by  an  English  tinker, 
a  Puritan  minister,  John  Bunyan.  Among  the  persons  therein 
described  is  one  who  may  be  like  myself,  leastways  he  is  like 
what  I  fain  would  be  and  have  my  descendants  also  be.  That 
man  is  the  one  whom  JMaster  Bunyan  calls  "Valiant  for  the 
truth."  Well  he  fought  against  those  foes  that  attacked  him, 
—  "Wild  Head,  Inconsiderate  and  Pragmatic."  In  every  gen- 
eration some  such  foes  arise  and  meet  all  who  would  be  true; 
and  while  a  Tower  may  not  go  out  of  his  place  to  attack,  he  will 
if  he  is  true  to  his  name,  i-esist  all  darts  and  engines  of  destruc- 
tion which  are  brought  against  him,  not  with  malice,  but  in 
love  for  God  and  all  truth.  Such  may  be  towers  of  defence  for 
others  as  was  the  man,  "Valiant  for  the  truth." 

When  I  was  a  boy  I  asked  my  father  whence  our  name  and 
family  came;  but  he  told  me  not.  The  parish  clerk  said  one 
might  go  to  the  office  of  the  bishop  in  Norwich  and  find  many 
wills  which  for  many  lifetimes  had  been  made  by  men  named 
Tower.  He  also  told  me  that  at  Wringfield  in  Suffolk  there  lived 
one  Robert  Tower,  in  the  time  of  King  Henry  the  Seventh, 
who  died  in  the  year  1501;  and  that  there  were  many  other  per- 
sons of  the  name  in  East  Anglia.  I  never  sought  out  the  mat- 
ter; it  is  reserved  for  you,  my  children,  to  trace  further  to  and 
learn  more. 

Now  let  me  speak  a  word  of  exhortation  to  you  in  the 
language  of  one  Robert  Pierce  who  was  a  member  of  the  church 
at  our  neighboring  town  of  Dorchester,  \vords  which  express 
my  very  thoughts: 

"A  father's  blessing  I  bequeath  unto  you  and  yours;  be 
tender  and  loving  to  one  another;  stand  up  in  your  places  for 
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God  and  his  ordinances  while  you  Hve.     Then  he  will  be  for  you 
and  bless  you," 

NARRATIVE. 

Three  years  after  the  publication  of  the  Tower  Genealog-y 
by  Hon.  Charlemagne  Tower,  the  Town  of  Hingham  published 
a  history  of  the  Town  in  which  we  find  (Vol.  1,  page  231)  the 
following  reference  to  our  ancestor  John  Tower ' : 

"  Leaving  the  common  with  its  fort,  in  easy  reach  of  all 
the  surrounding  houses,  and  following  the  general  direction 
of  Main  street  as  it  now  lies,  we  come  at  Cold  Corner  to 
the  lot  allotted  John  Tower.  Upon  it  he  built  his  house, 
which  was  admirably  located  for  defence  from  Indian  attack, 
and  commanded  not  only  a  considerable  portion  of  the  high- 
way, but  also  a  long  line  of  the  river  and  no  inconsiderable  part 
of  the  country  in  its  vicinity.  John  Tower  was  a  resolute  man. 
who  determined  to  take  advantage  of  his  position  and  defend 
his  home  untrammelled  by  the  behests  of  the  town  authorities. 
To  this  end  he  petitioned  as  follows  : 

To  the  Honored  Gov.  &  Council  convened  in  Boston,  March  10,  1675, 
John  Tower  Senior  of  Hingham  is  bold  to  inform  your  Honors  that  he  hath 
at  his  own  proper  charge  fortified  his  house  &  to  begg  your  flavor  that  his 
four  sonns  &  one  or  two  persons  more  that  he  may  hire  at  his  own  cost  may 
be  allowed  to  him  for  the  garrisoning  his  house  :  and  may  not  be  called  off  by 
the  Comittee  of  the  Towns  for  to  come  into  any  other  garrison,  my  sons 
having  deserted  their  own  dwellings  and  brought  their  goods  into  my  forti- 
fication. I  shall  thankfully  acknowledge  your  Honors'  ffavor  herein  &  be 
thereby  further  obliged  to  pray  for  a  blessing  on  your  counsels. 

Your  humble  Servant. 

J.  TOWER,  Senior." 

"Ibrook  Tower,  one  of  his  sons,  probably  lived  near  his 
father,  and  together  with  John  Jr.,  Jeremiah,  and  Benjamin, 
constituted  the  four  sonns  of  which  his  garrison  was  mainly 
to  consist.  John  Tower  was  not  only  a  brave  man,  but  a  diplo- 
matic one  also,  and  is  said  to  have  possessed  no  little  influence 
with  the  red  men.  There  is  a  tradition  that  even  during  the 
war,  and  while  they  were  lurking  in  the  vicinity,  the  Indians 
permitted  him  to  get  water  from  the  river  without  molestation. " 
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The  Old  Meeting  House,  Hingham,  Mass 


Second  Day,  May  30. 

On  Sunday,  May  30th,  at  10.45,  this  being  Whitsunday,  or 
Pentecost  day,  there  was  an  outpouring  of  the  spirit  in  the  flesh 
at  the  Old  Meeting  House  in  which  John  Tower  had  worshi])iJed. 
the  oldest  church  in  America,  it  is  said,  in  which  services  have 
been  regularly  held.  Hundreds  of  Towers,  all  wearing  the 
Tower  white  badge,  were  gathered  at  this  shrine  of  their 
ancestor,  where  it  seemed  that  the  scri])tural  "three  thousand 
souls"  were  being  added  to  the  church. 

At  four  o'clock  on  the  same  day  on  the  site  of  an  old  Indian 
burying  ground,  long  ago  transformed  into  the  beautiful  High 
Street  Cemetery,  and  on  land  which  was  at  one  time  John 
Tower's  property,  appropriate  addresses  were  made  at  his 
grave  by  Rev.  Roy  McCuskey  of  Hingham  and  Mr.  Walter 
Lamont  Tower  of  Dalton.  Prayer  was  ofl^ered  by  Mr.  Henry 
Augustus  Tower,  and  all  joined  in  singing  "America"  and  the 
Doxology. 


Report  of  the  C^elebration  25 


Third  Day,  May  31st. 

History,  some  one  has  said,  "is  the  record  of  the  acts  of 
robust  men."  If  this  is  its  acceptable  definition,  John  Tower's 
quahties  commend  him  to  the  affectionate  pride  of  his  descend- 
ants as  a  man  who  possessed  the  quahties  which  go  with  history 
making.  That  he  helped  to  make  it  in  the  pioneer  community  of 
which  he  was  a  member  there  can  be  no  question.  It  is  doubt- 
less in  this  belief  that  Mr.  Loud  made  the  address  on  "Why  Do 
We  Celebrate,?"  which  is  given  below,  and  to  which  all  listened 
with  pleasure  and  attention.  It  was  given  at  the  first  annual 
meeting  of  the  Society  on  May  31st,  following  brief  introductory 
remarks  by  the  presiding  oflricer,  Mr.  Geoi'ge  Warren  Tower, 
and  preceded  the  business  of  that  meeting. 
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President  of  the  Weymouth  Historical  Society,  Weymouth,  Mass. 


•WHY  DO  WE  CELKBRATE  ?" 


Mr.  P)-csick')tt,  Descendants  of  JoIdi  Tower,   Invited  Guests  and 

In terested  Friends: 

I  was  somewhat  surprised  that  I  was  to  speak  to  you  on 
this  occasion,  as  I  was  not  aware  that  I  could  claim  any  relation- 
ship to  the  Towers  except  the  very  distant  one  resulting-  from 
the  marriage  of  a  great-great-grandfather. 

I  do  account  it,  however,  to  be  some  qualification  for  stand- 
ing here  before  you,  that  I  was  personally  acquainted  with  the 
Hon.  Solomon  Lincoln,  author  of  an  early  history  of  Hingham, 
and  with  the  late  Quincy  Bicknell  who  assisted  in  compiling  your 
Tower  Genealogy,  and  that  I  corres])onded  with  both  of  them  up- 
on historical  or  genealogical  subjects.  No  one,  I  am  sure,  ever 
met  Solomon  Lincoln  and  conversed  with  him  upon  matters  ])er- 
taining  to  the  local  antiquities  and  the  ancient  worthies  of 
Hingham  without  yielding  him  the  tribute  of  admiration.  He 
was  a  gentleman  of  the  old  school,  urbane,  scholarly,  and  of 
imposing  personality. 

To  Quincy  Bicknell  I  am  indebted  for  carefully  compiled  in- 
formation about  my  own  ancestry.  I  esteemed  him  as  one  of 
those  genealogists— may  they  never  become  rare— who  are  more 
anxious  to  be  true  to  fact  than  to  write  a  readable  or  flattering 
story.  If  he  were  with  us,  he  could  tell  you,  far  better  than  I 
can,  how  it  came  to  pass  that  you  are  met  here  to-day  to  hear 
and  to  talk  about  the  Towers,  their  descendants  and  their  ancient 
homesteads. 

For  it  is  safe  to  say  that  you  are  here  because  Solomon  Lin- 
coln, Quincy  Bicknell  and  others  like  them,  loved  to  decipher 
the  quaint,  old  record  and  the  faded  manuscripts,  left  by  the 
early  ministers  and  clerks;   because  such  men,  by  exhausting 
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researches  which  brought  small  return  in  money  or  reputation, 
discovered  those  items  of  personal  history  which  first  made  your 
ancestors  interesting  to  you.  I  believe  that  the  writings  of  the 
men  of  whom  I  have  just  spoken,  and  that*  the  notable  volumes 
of  Hingham  History  and  Genealogy  will  be  read  when  the 
speeches  of  your  politicians  and  the  very  names  of  your  million- 
aires and  of  your  officeholders  will  be  forgotten.  Every  year 
will  add  to  the  value  of  each  volume  of  your  Tower  Genealogy 
and  to  your  appreciation  of  its  author. 

But  what  is  the  good  of  holding  such  a  meeting  as  this? 
Why  call  together,  from  a  distance  a  multitude  of  peojjle  who 
are  strangers  to  each  other  merely  because,  two  or  three  hundred 
years  ago,  a  common  ancestor  lived  in  old  Hingham? 

I  will  answer  for  you.  It  is  well  for  you  to  meet  because  it 
is  worth  while  for  you  to  hear  once  more  the  story  and  to  medi- 
tate upon  the  virtues  of  the  men— and  John  Tower  was  a  good 
example  of  them— who,  under  the  guidance  of  God,  laid  the 
foundations  of  the  mighty  Republic  to  which  the  world  bows  in 
homage  to-day. 

It  is  good  to  meet  here,  upon  the  soil  your  ancestor  tilled, 
and  near  the  spot  where  lies  his  honored  dust,  because  it  may 
remind  you  of  what  you  owe  to  him  for  the  personal  traits  and 
characteristics  that  you  have  inherited  with  the  blood  that  he 
transmitted  to  you. 

For  it  is  surely  true  that  every  descendant  of  John  Tower 
has  a  different  body  and  is  in  short,  a  different  person  from 
what  he  would  have  been  if  he  had  not  this  blood  in  his  veins. 

You  walk  differently,  talk  differently  and  think  differently 
from  what  you  would  if  John  Tower  were  not  your  ancestor.  It 
is  probable  that  an  observing  person  who  would  make  a  careful 
study  of  all  the  Towers  now  living,  would  find  in  most— if  not 
in  all  of  them— some  hereditary  features  or  family  traits,  and,  if 
a  composite  picture,  such  as  we  heard  much  about  a  few  years 
ago,  could  be  taken  of  all  the  male  descendants  of  John  Tower 
who  are  now  28  years  of  age,  it  would  doubtless  be  a  good  like- 
ness of  John  Tower  the  First  as  he  looked  in  1637  when  he  was 
28  years  old. 

In  the  baronial  halls  of  Old  England,  where  hang  upon  the 
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walls  the  pictures  of  fathers  and  grandfathers  for  many  gen- 
erations, it  can  be  shown,  it  is  said,  that  the  rejjresentative  of 
each  generation  more  often  resembles  his  grandfather  than  his 
own  father. 

Now  it  takes  but  a  few  grandfathers  of  grandfathers  to 
bring  any  one  of  the  present  generation  back  to  the  man  of  1G37. 
An  old  genealogist  once  told  me  that  he  had  studied  the  faces 
and  personal  characteristics  of  a  certain  family  in  whose  gene- 
alogy he  was  interested  until  he  could  identify  people  of  that  name 
if  he  only  met  them  on  the  street  by  chance  and  had  never  seen 
them  before. 

How  then  can  the  story  of  a  man  of  the  17th  century,  who 
lived  in  the  days  of  small  things,  be  helpful  to  us  of  the  20th 
century?  Why  should  you  congratulate  yourselves  upon  being 
descended  from  John  Tower?  What  were  his  traits  and  char- 
acteristics? 

Perhaps  I  should  first  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  your 
first  American  ancestor  was  of  a  generation  which  paid  marked 
deference  to  social  distinctions.  Not  every  man  who  was  of  age 
was  entitled  to  be  called  Mister.  In  Bradford's  list  of  the 
Pilgrims  of  1620,  I  find  only  ten  men  -just  about  one-fifth  of  the 
whole  number— with  the  prefix  '"Mr."  and  those  thus  honored 
are  placed  at  the  head  of  the  list.  In  the  catalogues  of  the  gradu- 
ates of  Harvard  College,  from  the  first  year  to  the  year  1773, 
the  names  of  the  students  were  not  arranged  alphabetically, 
but  in  the  order  of  the  social  rank  of  their  parents.  In  those 
days  the  ministers  of  the  churches  were,  of  course,  much  ven- 
erated. We  are,  therefore,  not  surprised  to  find  that  in  the  Har- 
vard class  of  1650,  Joshua  and  Jeremiah,  sons  of  the  Rev.  Peter 
Hobart,  were  only  second  in  rank  to  William  Stoughton— whose 
father,  a  soldier  in  the  Parliamentary  Army  in  England,  was 
also  a  benefactor  of  the  college— and  to  John  Glover,  who  was 
step-son  to  President  Dunster.  That  John  Tower  was  eligible 
to  marry  the  sister  of  the  wife  of  the  Rev.  Peter  Hobart  and  the 
sister,  too,  of  the  wife  of  Capt.  Joshua  Hobart.  speaker  of  the 
house  and  a  captain  in  King  Phillip's  war,  is  strong  presumptive 
evidence  that  his  parents  ranked  well  in  society.  There  is 
reason  to  think  that  his  wife's  parents  also  had  good  standing. 
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It  is  to  be  hoped  that  no  one  of  John  Tower's  descendants 
here  present  will  find  his  hat  too  small  for  his  head  because 
of  his  aristocratic  ancestry  though  he  may,  perhaps,  take  a  just 
pride  in  the  persistence  with  which  John  Tower  fought  for  his 
own  rights  against  the  state,  the  town  and  the  magistrate, 
thus  showing  himself  to  be  a  strenuous  upholder  of  the  rights 
of  the  individual  and  a  bold  champion  of  civil  liberty. 

Again,  your  progenitor  was  not  a  penniless  adventurer  but 
had  money  in  his  pocket  and  was  heartily  welcomed  here  in 
1637.  And  the  young  ladies  were  not  averse  to  his  attentions 
or,  if  they  were,  their  parents  thought  him  a  "good  catch." 
One  cannot  help  suspecting  that  a  little  sly  humor  was  some- 
times indulged  in  by  the  town  authorities  to  enliven  the  quiet 
life  of  those  days.  At  all  events  it  is  quite  suggestive  of  such 
a  habit  that,  when  John  Tower  came  to  Hingham,  an  unmarried 
man  of  28  years,  he  was  given  three  acres  of  land  on  Bachelor 
street.  Why  would  it  not  be  a  good  plan,  in  these  days,  to 
segregate  young  men  infected  with  the  bachelorhood  germ, 
banish  them  to  Bachelor  street  all  by  themselves  and  so  call 
attention  to  their  forlorn  and  lonesome  condition. 

Moreover  John  was  granted  these  three  acres  for  a  house 
lot.  Pray  what  need  had  John  Tower,  a  single  man,  of  a  house 
lot  ?  No  bachelors  of  today  or  any  other  day  need  house  lots  ! 
What  was  this  but  a  good  square  hint  to  our  hero  to  build  him  a 
house  and  get  him  a  wife  ?  PerhaiJS  the  town  fathers  had 
eligible  daughters. 

John  Tower  took  the  hint— though  he  was  in  no  undue 
haste  in  doing  so— and  in  1639  became  a  married  man.  He 
reserved  to  himself,  however,  the  right  to  choose  where  he 
would  reside,  or,  perhaps  his  bride  decided  this  question  for  him. 

Your  ancestor  now  began  making  a  future  for  Margaret 
Ibrook  as  well  as  for  himself.  He  ceased,  as  every  man  should 
cease  when  he  takes  a  wife,  to  plan  solely  for  himself  and  his 
own  happiness.  He  was  becoming  altruistic.  He  had  more- 
over entered  upon  a  path  of  altruism  which  had  ten  branches 
—  for  society  in  those  days  smiled  approvingly  upon  large 
families— and  became  the  father  of  ten  children.  That  was  a 
fairly  numerous  family  for  one  who  married  somewhat  late  in 
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life,  but  it  was  small  compared  with  the  family  of  his  brother- 
in-law,  Rev.  Peter  Hobart,  who  had  18  children,  and  failed  to 
equal  the  record  of  his  sister-in-law,  Mrs.  Joshua  Hobart,  with 
her  13  children.  What  a  crowd  of  cousins  !  How  it  would 
delight  the  mighty  hunter  of  African  lions  and  hippopotami, 
our  own  famous  Ex-President,  to  memorialize  such  a  group. 

Let  us  suppose  grandfather  and  grandmother  Ibrook  had 
lived  to  see  all  their  grand-children  and  had  invited  them  and 
their  parents  to  a  Thanksgiving  dinner.  Then  let  us  picture 
the  scene.  On  the  right  of  Grandpa  sits  Rev.  Peter  Hobart, 
with  18  children,  their  heads  descending  like>  long  flight  of 
stairs  from  their  father's  iron-grey  crown  to  the  baby's  golden 
locks.  On  Grandpa's  left  appears  Capt.  Joshua  Hobart,  with 
his  13  children  emulously  striving  to  make  their  stairway  seem 
as  long  as  their  cousins,'  while  John  Tower,  with  his  modest 
company  of  ten  tries  to  find  seats  opposite  the  aged  grandpa. 

We  may  conclude  that  the  wives  and  mothers,  knowing  by 
long  experience  the  hopelessness  of  getting  time  to  eat  a 
mouthful  themselves,  and  solicitous  too  to  help  their  hostess, 
are  waiting  upon  their  children,  but  even  then  there  are  45 
hungry  guests  seated  about  the  table,  though  the  Cockran 
family,  perhaps  equally  related,  are  not  represented.! 

To  be  reasonable,  one  should  not  suppose  that  this  great 
circle  would  ever  meet  quite  unbroken  on  the  colonial  feast  day. 
It  might  well  be  that  some  one  or  that  several  of  the  little 
Hobarts  or  Towers  would  be  suffering  from  whooping-cough, 
mumps  or  measles,  and  that  their  elder  sisters  in  default  of 
trained  nurses,  would  be  obliged  to  stand  guard  over  them  at 
their  respective  homes. 

Well,  who  will  doubt  that  the  gaps  would  all  have  been 
readily  filled  by  the  great-grandchildren,  sure  to  be  invited  and 
doubly  welcome?  We  are  told  that  John  Tower  left,  at  his 
decease,  7  children,  39  grandchildren,  and  13  great-grand- 
children. If  these  had  all  dined  together  at  his  table  it  would 
have  seemed  to  the  spectator  with  modern  eyes  as  if  the  old 
gentleman  were  entertaining  a  Sunday  School. 

We  have  seen  that  John  Tower,  though  of  a  respected  fam- 
ily and  connected  by  marriage  with  the  aristocracy  of  his  day, 
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was  champion  of  the  rights  of  the  freeman  as  ag^ainst  all 
assumed  authority;  that  he  was  a  desirable  addition  to  the 
little  community  gathered  here;  that  he  unselfishly  took  upon 
himself  the  burdens  of  husband  and  father,  and  that  he  obeyed 
the  command  to  multiply  and  replenish  the  earth.  It  can 
hardly  be  questioned,  either,  that  he  was  one  who  honored  his 
own  parents,  and  who,  therefore,  deserved  to  be  honored  by 
his  posterity.  It  is  the  bibical  injunction  to  "honor  thy  father 
and  thy  mother  that  thy  days  may  be  long  in  the  land."  Con- 
versely, if  one  lives  to  great  age,  it  may  be  fairly  assumed  tliat 
it  is  because  he  has  obeyed  his  Bible  rule.  John  Tower  lived  to 
be  93  years  old  and  his  wife  is  believed  to  have  reached  the  age 
of  about  83  years.  Their  filial  piety  should  therefore  be  consid- 
ered to  be  well  established. 

And  now  I  must  ask  you  to  assume  that  I  always  credit 
Mrs.  Tower,  with  all  the  good  characteristics  I  claim  for  her 
husband.  It  could  not  well  be  otherwise.  Every  day  from 
morn  till  eve  she  attended  to  her  housework,  her  dairy,  and  the 
care  of  her  family.  No  bridge  whist,  no  golf,  no  country-club, 
no  federation  of  women,  no  Sunday  School  class,  no  church 
suppers,  and  no  cemetery  fairs,  exhausted  her  nerves  or 
shortened  her  useful  life.  Mr.  Tower  and  the  children  were 
her  club  associates.  They  met  daily  in  her  living  room,  and 
three  times,  each  day,  she  placed  before  them  a  substantial  meal 
as  unlike  as  possible  to  the  pink  teas,  fruit  punches,  and 
Nabisco  wafers  of  our  social  functions.  (Please  understand 
that  I  am  only  contrasting  the  old  times  with  the  new.  I 
am  not  criticising  modern  society  or  anything  that  is  charming 
and  elevating  in  the  social  observances  of  our  day.) 

In  such  simple  homelike  surroundings,  and  with  such  a 
helpmeet,  John  Tower  became  first  "fore-handed"  and  then 
"well-to-do."  He  was  able,  late  in  life,  to  add  acres  to  his 
possessions,  and  doubtless  left  something  worth  while  to  his 
children.  In  other  words  he  was  thrifty.  Moreover  he  was 
a  strong-willed  sturdy  fighter  for  his  own  rights.  His  enemies 
might  have  claimed  that  he  was  both  contentious  and  pugna- 
cious. At  all  events  there  is  abundant  evidence  that  he  did  not 
weakly  surrender  to  any  adverse  claimant  what  he  believed  to 
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be  his  own.  He  held  fast  to  his  landed  possessions  here,  and 
he  even  attempted  to  secure  an  Indian  title  to  24  square  miles 
of  territory  down  in  Rhode  Island.  He  had  ambitious  dreams 
of  a  great  manorial  domain. 

It  goes  with  such  a  character  to  be  courageous,  and,  when 
prowling  savages  swarmed  about  the  colonies  and  he  was  ordered 
to  remove  his  family  into  one  of  the  forts  in  the  more  thickly 
settled  portions  of  the  town,  John  Tower  chose  rather  to  fortify 
his  own  homestead  on  the  outskirts  of  the  village,  and  with  his 
four  stalwart  sons  and  such  other  persons  as  he  could  hire  to 
stay  by  him, -stand  guard  over  his  possessions.  A  manly 
courage  was  one  of  his  strong  characteristics  and  there  is  no 
doubt  that  the  Towers,  in  all  their  generations,  have  freely 
volunteered  in  support  of  independence,  of  union,  or  of  any 
patriotic  cause,  their  motto  being  "Non  solum  nobis,  sed  pro 
patria."— Not  only  for  ourselves  but  for  our  country. 

We  must  not  forget  either  that  John  Tower  was  a  religious 
man.  He  united  with  the  church  soon  after  he  had  settled  in 
Hingham,  and,  in  his  old  age,  was  given  a  seat  near  the 
pulpit  in  the  ancient  meeting  house,  which  is  the  pride 
of  this  town.  In  his  generation  the  Sabbath  was  observed 
as  a  day  of  rest  from  labor  and  as  an  opportunity  for 
quiet  meditation  and  the  reading  of  the  Scriptures.  There 
were  no  public  festivities  on  Sunday  to  distract  his  atten- 
tion from  a  consideration  of  his  shortcomings  or  of  his  obliga- 
tions to  his  maker.  Life  was  busy  and  earnest  six  days  in  the 
week,  restful  and  serious  on  the  seventh.  Such  living  made 
sober  and  thoughtful  rather  than  cheerful  and  social  men. 

We  of  this  day  are  probably  in  little  danger  of  imitating 
the  Pilgrim's  Sabbath  too  closely  We  may  even  be  honestly 
convinced  that  our  occasional  light-hearted  observance  of  a 
half-day  Sunday  service  is  an  improvement  upon  the  colonial 
custom.  We  may  think  that  God  is  worshipped  more  accept- 
ably from  the  piazzas  of  a  seashore  hotel  with  the  help  of  brass 
bands  and  cornet  solos.  We  may  believe  that  a  pleasure  ride  in 
an  automobile  is  better  for  us  than  an  liour  spent  in  teaching  a 
Sunday  School  class.  We  may  prefer  a  sailboat,  a  motor  boat, 
or  an  ocean  yacht-if  our  means  permit-to  a  seat  in  the 
church  pew. 
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Possibly  John  Tower  would  have  longed  for  such  indul- 
gences, if  he  could  have  known  of  them,  but  nothing  would 
have  been  more  unlike  his  way  of  spending  the  Sabbath.  As  it 
was  he  showed  himself  to  be  a  believer  in  God,  and  in  religion 
as  he  understood  it: 

If  then  the  descendants  of  John  Tower  are  men  of  courage 
and  thrift,  if  they  dare  to  stand  up  for  their  rights  in  court  and 
out  of  court ;  if  they  are  enterprising,  ambitious,  prosperous, 
patriotic  and  pious,  they  may  be  worthy  of  their  ancestor. 
They  may  even  have  other  virtues  that  were  hardly  understood 
and  little  appreciated  in  his  day.  Such  descendants  were  Dr. 
Charles  C.  Tower  and  Miss  Anna  H.  Tower  of  my  native  town. 

But  it  is  well  worth  while  for  us  all  to  study  the  record  of 
such  a  man,  born  three  hundred  years  ago  and  the  progenitor  of 
a  numerous  race.  His  posterity  will  not  employ  their  time  to 
disadvantage  if  they  stop  and  compare  such  a  life  as  I  have 
sketched,  with  the  record  which  they  are  making  for  them- 
selves. If  they  have  achieved  more  than  he  accomplished,  let 
them  be  thankful.  If  they  have  not,  let  them  resolve  hence- 
forth to  be  more  deserving. 

To  organize  the  Tower  Descendants  is  to  provide  for  a 
recurrence  of  these  reunions  and  for  further  contemplation  of 
the  life  and  times  of  your  honored  ancestor.  The  atmosphere 
of  such  gatherings  should  be  inspiring  as  well  as  socially 
delightful. 

After  Mr.  Loud's  address,  Mr.  Lucius  W.  Bartlett  of  Hart- 
ford, Conn.,  gave  an  interesting  account  of  his  relationship  to 
the  Tower  family. 

The  meeting  had  been  appointed  to  take  place  on  the  third  day 
in  order  that  all  might  participate  in  that  feature  of  the  Reunion 
to  which  many  had  for  months  looked  forward  with  eagerness 
—  the  formation  of  a  society  which  should  unite  "  socially  the 
descendants  of  John  Tower"  and  provide  for  the  mutual  help- 
fulness of  its  members.  The  enthusiasm  warranted  earlier 
expectation  and  the  "  Tower  Genealogical  Society  "  was  organ- 
ized. The  following  charter,  which  had  previously  been  ob- 
tained, was  accepted,  suitable  by-laws  adopted  and  the  officers 
shown  in  the  accompanying  pictures,  were  elected. 


34  John  Tower  Ter-Centenary  Reunion 


COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS 

llir  it  iKlinUUl,  that  whereas— George  Warren  Tower,  George  R.  Tower, 
Francis  Leon  Tower,  Walter  Lamont  Tower,  Sarah  Tower,  John  Ibrook 
Tower,  Levi  L.  Tower,  LiUian  Leslie  Tower  and  Burgess  Clifford  Tower  have 
associated  themselves  with  the  intention  of  forming  a  corporation  under  the 
name  of  the  Tower  Genealogical  Society,  for  the  purpose  of  uniting 
socially  the  descendants  of  John  Tower,  and  the  descendants  of  any  of  the 
ancestors  of  said  John  Tower,  and  the  husbands  and  wives  of  said  descend- 
ants, and  holding  meetings  and  reunions  of  the  same,  promoting  antiquarian 
research  among  the  members  of  the  Tower  family,  collecting,  compiling  and 
publishing  genealogical,  biographical  and  historical  data,  and  disseminating 
knowledge  of  the  history  of  the  Tower  family;  also  to  possess,  acquire  by 
gift,  purchase  or  otherwise,  own,  lease,  establish,  maintain,  mortgage,  sell 
or  otherwise  dispose  of  monuments  and  memorial  buildings  to  the  memory  of 
any  of  the  ancestors  of  any  of  the  members,  buildings  for  the  purpose  of 
museums,  buildings  of  historical  interest,  buildings  adapted  to  the  holding  of 
reunions  and  meeting-places,  and  land  for  the  erection  of,  or  location  of,  or 
upon  which  are  situated  any  of  the  aforementioned  monuments  or  buildings, 
or  which  surround  the  same,  and  personal  property,  including  objects  of 
historical  interest,  or  other  personal  property  which  may  be  used  in  carrying 
out  the  purposes  of  this  organization;  and  have  complied  with  the  provisions 
of  the  statutes  of  this  Commonwealth  in  such  case  made  and  provided,  as 
appears  from  the  certificate  of  the  President,  Treasurer,  Recording 
Secretary  and  Executive  Board  of  said  corporation,  duly  approved  by 
the  Commissioner  of  Corporations  and  recorded  in  this  office: 

Nnui,  (Ebrrrfurp,  I,  William  M.  Olin,  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth 
of  Massachusetts,  DO  HEREBY  CERTIFY  that  said  George  Warren 
Tower,  George  R.  Tower,  Francis  Leon  Tower,  Walter  LamontTower, 
Sarah  Tower,  John  Ibrook  Tower,  Levi  L.  Tower,  Lillian  Leslie 
Tower  and  Burgess  Clifford  Tower,  their  associates  and  successors,  are 
legally  organized  and  established  as,  and  are  hereby  made,  an  existing  corpo- 
ration under  the  name  of  the  Tower  Genealogical  Society,  with  the 
powers,  rights  and  privileges,  and  subject  to  the  limitations,  duties  and  re- 
strictions which  by  law  appertain  thereto. 

, IDituriia.   my  official  signature  hereunto  subscribed,  and   the 

-    seal  '•        Great  Seal  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  hereunto 

I \        affixed,  this  fourteenth  day  of  May,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 

one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  nine. 

wm.  m.  olin, 

Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 


1853185 


George  Warren  Tower 

President 


Walter  Lamont  Tower 

Vice  President  nnd  CorrespomliiiR  Secret;iry 


Francis  Leon  Tower 

Recording  Secretary 


George  Redington  Tower 

Treasurer 


Oliver  Tower 
Member  of  the  Executive  Board 


Sarah  (Heald)  Tower 

Member  of  the  Executive  Board 


Levi  Lincoln  Tower 
Member  of  the  Executive  Board 


James  Wallace  Tower 
Member  of  the  Executive  Board 


Henry  Augustus  Tower 
Member  of  the  Executive  Board 


John  Ibrook  Tower 
One  of  the  occupants  of  the  Old  Tower  Homestead 


Alice  Catharine  Tower 
One  of  the  Occupunts  of  ilie  QUI  Tower  Homestead 
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At  this  meeting- on  the  thirty-first  of  May,  and  following  its 
organization,  the  Society  proceeded  to  discharge  a  debt  of  grat- 
itude by  passing  testimonials  of  thanks  to  the  family  of  the  late 
Hon.  Charlemagne  Tower  for  the  great  assistance  afforded  by 
the  publication  of  the  Tower  Genealogy  in  1890.  But  for  this 
book,  compiled  by  him,  and  carried  to  completion  by  his  son,  and 
but  for  the  facts  and  inspiration  which  it  has  furnished,  the  un- 
dertakings of  the  present  Society  would  be  much  more  diflicult. 
It  is  hoped  thatVith  its  aid  the  work  which  the  late  Hon.  Charle- 
magne Tower  had  planned,  and  so  far  as  was  then  possible, 
executed,  may  be  successfully  continued. 

Resolutions.were  also  passed  in  appreciation  of  the  services  of 
Mr.  Quincy.Bicknell  late  of  Hingham.whofor  many  years  labored 
in  the  collection  and  compilation  of  data  for  the  Tower  Genealogy, 
an  expression  of  thanks  was  voted  in  appreciation  of  the  kind 
hospitality  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  Warren  Tower  dur- 
ing the  three  days  of  the  Reunion,  and  of  the  eflforts  of  the 
Executive  Board  and  of  non-members  of  the  Society  to  make  the 
occasion  successful. 

Business  of  the  Society  relative  to  its  purposes  as  defined  in 
the  Charter  was  discussed,  but  may  be  summarized  for  the  con- 
venience of  the  reader  of  this  report  on  another  page.  At  3.35 
p.  m.  adjournment  was  made  of  one  of  the  most  noteworthy 
family  reunions  of  which  we  have  record. 

On  the  second  day  after  the  first  meeting  of  the  So- 
ciety the  Executive  Board  met  and  voted  to  make  the  life 
membership  fee  $25.00,  free  from  all  further  charges,  and  ad- 
mission to  the  Society  $1.00,  with  annual  dues,  $1.00,  in  accord- 
ance with  previous  understanding.  It  is  earnestly  hoped  that 
descendants  of  John  Tower  and  that  all  who  may  claim  kinship, 
will  be  interested  in  joining  the  Society  and  in  co-operating  with 
it  in  its  work,  w^hich  should  be  to  the  advantage  of  all  members 
of  the  family. 

On  July  2d  a  resolve,  signed  by  a  majority  of  the  Executive 
Board,  was  sent  to  the  President,  requesting  that  the  Society's 
business  be  done  at  his  office,  791  East  Fourth  Street,  South 
Boston. 
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A  preliminary  report  with  blank  forms  of  application  foi 
membership  and  return  envelope  was  sent  out  on  July  10th. 

On  July  24th,  at  a  meeting  of 
the  Executive  Board,  it  was  voted 
to  adopt  a  letter  head  and  the  seal 
here  shown. 

It  was  also  voted  that  all  of 
the  Society's  business  be  done 
through  its  principal  office  in  Bos- 
ton, with  the  exception  of  the 
Corresponding  Secretary's  work 
of  collecting  Genealogical,  Bio- 
graphical and  Historical  data, 
which  may  be  received  and  col- 
lected by  him  directly  at  his 
office  in  Dalton,  Mass.,  but  that 

the  Corresponding  Secretary  keep  registration  books  and  files  of 
those  persons  with  whom  the  Society  is  corresponding  at  the  Old 
Homestead  in  Hingham,  Mass.,  during  the  summer  months  and 
at  the  Boston  office  during  the  winter. 

The  advisability  of  holding  a  reunion  in  Hingham  on  June  17. 
1910,  was  discussed  at  this  meeting  of  the  Board.  As  this  day 
is  practically  a  holiday  in  Massachusetts,  and,  as  in  1910  the 
date  falls  upon  Friday,  it  has  many  advantages.  The  Executive 
Board  then  adjourned  for  one  week,  six  members  having  been 
present. 

At  the  adjourned  meeting  of  July  Slst  it  was  voted  that  the 
next  Reunionhe  held  on  June  17th,  18th  and  19th,  1910,  at  the  Old 
Homestead,  Hingham,  Massachusetts. 
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Conceit  "is  to  human  character  what  salt  is  to  the  ocean;  it 
keeps  it  sweet  and  renders  it  endurable;"  a  very  little  may 
find  place  in  a  report  also,  and  in  writing  to  one's  kindred  of  the 
doings  of  one's  kindred  we  may  be  pardoned  for  saying  that 
this  reunion  was,  as  we  believe,  a  great  success,  and  that  the 
organization  which  issued  from  it  promises  well  to  add  much  to 
the  lives  of  those  who  join  with  it.  Only  a  little  while  ago  mem- 
bers of  one  family  who  are  now  working  together  were  strangers 
to  one  another.  But  the  measure  of  the  success  of  the  Tower 
Genealogical  Society  depends  upon  you  also.  The  initial  work 
has  been  done,  of  the  interest  and  enthusiasm  there  can  be  no 
question,  but  progress  is  conditioned  by  growth,  growth  in 
numbers,  growth  in  enthusiasm,  growth  in  effort,  growth  in 
harmony— all  these  are  necessary  to  results. 

There  is  much  to  be  done.  The  IMMEDIATE  OBJECTS  of 
the  Society  which  were  discussed  at  its  first  meeting  along  the 
lines  suggested  in  the  Charter,  are  (1)  the  collection  of  data 
relative  to  the  ancestry  of  John  Tower,  about  which  little  is 
known,  (2)  the  publishing  of  data  of  the  female  lines  of  John 
Tower,  which  had  been  collected  by  the  late  Quincy  Bicknell, 
(3)  the  placing  of  a  permanent  and  suitable  marker  or  monument 
at  the  grave  of  John  Tower,  and  (4)  the  publication  of  a  new 
Tower  Genealogy. 

Each  of  these  objects  should  interest  you  as  a  member  of 
our  family. 

In  concluding  this  report  the  Society  gratefully  acknowl- 
edges its  indebtedness  to  Mr.  Isaac  Lewis  Tower *^  of  Greenville, 
Mich.,  for  valuable  genealogical  data.  Its  Executive  Board 
wishes  all  Towers  to  send  information  and  suggestions  for  the 
work  of  the  Society. 


Issued  this  1st  day  of  September,  1909,  by  order  of  the  Executive  Board 
of  the  Tower  Genealogical  Society  (Inc.). 
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Mrs.  (leorge  Pierce,  \  oiiiiKstown,  N.V. 

*(!eoi-Ke  liecIiiiKli'ii,  Wiiulieslei ,  Mass. 

*  (leorge  Warren,  So.  Hoston,  Mass. 
t*  C.-oigie  Etta.  No.  Weyni.juth,  Mass. 

*<;ill..'rt  Judson,  SI,.-llMirn.'  Falls.  .Mas; 
♦Cilbert  San.leis,  ("oha-sel,  .Mass. 

*  Ceorge  William.  St.  .John,  N.B. 

Harriet  .V.,  llmgham,  .Mass. 

Harry  Alpl,on.-o,  Dalt.m,  .Mass. 
t*  Harry  Ali.hon.so,  Xewh.irn,  N.V. 
t*  II.  (".,  Holyoke,  .Mass. 

Marry  Elmer,  (lieenfiel.l,  .Mass. 

}Iari-y  I,.,  Newton,  .Mass. 

*  Hem-y  August  ns.  No.  Adams.  .Ma.ss. 
Henry  Benjamin.  Dalton,  .Ma.ss. 

t*  Henry  Cormiek.  Chicago.  111. 

*  Henry  E.lgar,  C"l,i(-ago,  111. 
Henry  L.,  Worlliington,  Ma.ss. 

.Mrs.   Hennaii  C,  Hudson,  Mass. 
Mrs.   llettie  L..  Hingliam,  Mass. 

Horace  A.,  No.  A. lams,  Ma.ss. 

*  Horatio  Nel-on,  E.  P.-pperell,  .Mass. 

lal.la,  Boston,  Mass. 

l.laA.  (Mrs.  l'liiloA.].('l,arlem.,nt,  ,\I; 

Ida  E..  So.  Brewer,  .Me. 
t*  Isal.ella  L..  New  York.  N.S'. 
t*  Isaac  Lewis,  Ureenville,  .Midi. 


Mis.    I.aiua  F..  llinghain,  .Mas.-. 

Feavilt  J.,  l-all  River,  .Mas.-, 
t*  Leiulel  Pratt,  Sterling  Jmiclion,  .Mas- 
*■  Levi  Lincoln,  Newton,  .Ma-s. 
.Mrs.    Lilla  .M.,  Colia-.t,  .Ma-s. 

*  Lillian  Leslie  Olrs.  Cleorge  Uedingtoii 

Winchest.-r,   .M; 

*  Louisa  ('  ,  (N.I, asset,  .Ma.ss. 
Lucy  E.,  Franklin,  .Mass. 
Lucy  K.,  New  Britain,  Conn. 

.Mal..-I  A.,  CI,ail,-in..i,I,   .Ma-s. 
■>^  .Mal..-1  rclt<.n  (L.-onaid, 

(.Mrs.  Waller  Lauc.nt),  Dalion     M: 

.Mamie  E.,  (;reei,li.l,l,  .Ma-. 

.Margaret,   No.  Adams,   Ma-s. 
t*  .Mi.ss  .Mai-y,  New  York,  N.Y. 
t*Mrs.  Mary  A.,  New  V..rk,  N.V. 

Mary  Aroline,  Wort  liiiiglon,  Mass. 

-Mary  C.,  Hanover,  .Ma.ss. 

Mary  P.,  Coliasset,  Ma-s. 

.Maty  W.,  Hudson,  .Mass. 

.Math.nv  Y).  E.,  Becket,  .Mass. 
.Mrs.  .Mathew  I).  IC,  Becket,  .Mass. 
.Mis.   M.-lin.la  L.,   ICllsWorth,  Me. 

.Mildred  II.,  Hanover,  Mass. 
*■  .Mil.-s,  IM'M).,  Hcadsl.oro,  \t. 

Minnie  Iv,  So.   B..slon,  .Mass. 

Natlian  A.,  Monroe  Bri.lge,  Ma.ss. 
Nathan  F.,  Hingliam,  .Mass. 
Nellie  A.,  Hanover,  .Mass. 
N.-llic  C.,   No.  Al.ington,  Ma.ss. 
N.-lli.'  C,  iNo  a.hlicss-). 
\,-llie  Fiai,,-i-,   HiM-ham.  .Ma.-s. 
New.-oinl,  B..  ('..h.-i-.-t,   Mass. 
Mrs.   N.-wciml.  B..  C>.l,as-ct,  .Mass. 


*  .lames  Emmet,  New  York,  N.V. 
.lames  Eaton,  Springfield,  .Mass. 
.lames  Rol.ert,  Waslil.urn,  .Me. 

.Mis.  .lames  KoI.ert,  ■Washburn,  .Me. 

*  James  Wallace,  Millinocket,  Me. 


t*  Olin  Freeman,  Cleveland,  O. 
*  Oliver,  llingham  Centre,  Mass. 
Oscar  A.,  W.-yinoulli,  Mass. 


Pet 


Vounglsown,  N.V 


Names  Registered 
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A.,  CI 


ilc.uoiit,  .Mass. 


l(..\(l<lli(.Mrs.l'ct.TS.),'i(.uiiKslo\vn,N.V. 
t*  Kalph  WiMfie,!,  New  VoiU.  ^^^  . 

KeKinal.l  E.,  N.-w  B.itiiiii,  i\mu. 

KeiKi  Belle,  Culi;is.set,  Mass. 
t+  Klic.lia,  Crapid  Hapids,  .Mi,l,. 

*  Koselle  Maria  (Taylc.rl 

(Mrs.   iMancis  l,e.,ni.  Mcllor.l,  .Ma.ss. 
.Mrs.   H.  (),|elle.  Nia>;ar:i  Kails,  N.^  . 
Kolaiid  Uramaii,  Even-ll,  .Mass. 
Uussell  H.,  .\,)ams,  Ma>s. 

*  K'Mlll    N'ir|„,ls   S.I.    \\'cvn.()Ulh,    .Ma.s:> 


(II.., 

al.h   ( 

M 
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(ie.)IKe 
,S.,.    B, 

\\a 

DSl. 
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rl,  .Ml.-li. 
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IS.S. 

Win. 

.\.,   I{. 

iM-kl: 

iikI,  .Mas 

s. 

Win. 

.Mil.-. 

1.  Ci 

e.Mili.-M. 

.Mas-. 

Win. 

Kni.T 

Min. 

Allanli.-. 

.Ma-s. 

Win. 

,(ain.-. 

-.  (-"h 

e|s,.a,  M; 

ISs. 

Will. 

.1.,  Be 

)stoii 

1,  M.-i.s... 

W  arr. 

•1.  1,., 

(".ill 

asset,  M: 

t*  W  illia 

1.1  Br; 

aiiiai 

11   (D.D.)  (Hev.1, 
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X.V 
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[..■lil->I.T, 
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W  illia 

in  Sie 

liiey 

.  Creenlii 

i'l.l.  Mas 

s. 

Other  Names  than  Tower 


.V.lams,  John  (tiiiii.y,  York  Beaeli,  Me. 
Adams,  Mary  T.,  York  Bea.li,  Me. 
Allen,  Helen  I.,  Hoxbury,  Muss. 

*Had}?er,  Mary  Tower,  Canton,  .Mass. 

Maker,  Mrs.  Vina  (Tower).  .Manchester,  X.ll. 

Ballard,  Susie  M.,  Charleni..nt,  .Mass. 
*Bartlett,  Lucius  W.,  llartf.,rd,  ('i)nn. 
t*\Varren  Tower  Bartlett 
t*Bartlelt,  Mrs.  Zilpha  Jane,  Hartlord,  Conn 

Bates,  Florence  X.,  ('ohasset,  Mass. 
*Bate.s,  L.>renzo  W.,  Cohasset,  .Mass. 

Bates,  Lottie  C,  Coli.isset,  .Mass. 

Bieknell,  (Miney,  Hiiifjham,  Mass. 

Bill,  Mrs.  Harriet  .M.,  Waltham,  Ma.ss. 

Bliss,  Harvey  F.,  Wineliester,  N.H. 

Bliss,  .fames  H.,  Wineliester,  N.H. 

Bliss,  f-illianT.,  Newton,  Mass. 

Bliss,  William  F[..  Newton,  Mass. 

Bolster,  Janie.s  L.,  l{oxl)ury,  .Ma.ss. 

Bolster,  Mrs.  Ly.lia  T.,  Uoxhury,  .Mass. 

Boyil,  Mrs.  Floienee(Towerl,  Hin-ham.  .Mass. 
*Brailfoi<l,  ICttaE.  (Tower),  No  A.lanis.  .Mass 

Bradfor.l,  Herbert  L.,  X...  A.lanis.  .Mass. 

Bragg,  Emrna  J.,  St.  .I.dms,   Xewlonndlaiul. 


BriKh.ini,  Lilla  .M.,  Cohas.set,  .Ma.ss. 
IJryuiil,  Ellen  T.,  SIoukIhoii,  .Mass. 
Bryant,  Eva  T.,  Walfhani,  Ma.ss. 
Bulloek,Mrs.Adella  (Towerl,I'awtii.-ket,   IM 
Bullock,  Edwin  1{.,  Wahliain,  Mass. 
Bullock,  Sylvia  (Tower),  I'awtiK^ket,  H.l. 
Burns,  George,  Brockton,  -Mass. 
Biirrell,  Ethel  Frances,  So.  HiiiKham,  .Ma.-s. 
Burrell,  Frank  Leslie,  So.   llinKhain,  Mass. 
Burrell,  Xellie  J.,  So.  Hintiham,  Mass. 

Cain,  Ada  (Tower),  Savoy  Center,  .Ma.ss. 
Case,  Chas.  A.,  Wiiitliioi),  Mass. 
Case,  .Mrs.  Helen  T.,  Winthrop,  Mass. 
CI, urchin,  Lena  M.,  Melrose,  Ma.ss. 
*C!liurcliill,  .Mr.s.  Mary  E..  Melicse,  Mass. 
Cliurcliill,  Thoinas,  .Melrose,  .Mass. 
Clark,  Ohas.  .M.,  HiiiKliain,  Mass. 
Clark,  Elizabeth  NL,  HinKhani.  .Mas.s. 
Clark,  Hazel  F..  Hinjrhain,  Ma-s. 
(Mark,  Jeanette.  E.,  Hink'hani.  Mass. 
Clark,  Mareia,  I'etei-shaii..  Ma>s. 
Clark,  Kalph  A.,  Accord,  .Mas... 
ClarriilKc,  .Mrs.    Louise   (I'ouer), 
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Conndon,  A^lilcy.  \o\vl)iir.viM,i1,  Miis.s. 
roiigdoii,  Mis.  CiMlni.lc  J,., 

NfwlHHMM.it,  Mm- 
ConndoM,  Willis  A..  Nfwl.iirypurl,  Mass. 
Cooper,  Nellii-  Hill,  Cl,i.-.,|).'(',  Mass. 
Cornisli.  (Rev.)  l,..uis  ('.,  liinKliai.i,  Ma.ss. 
("rocker,  Juliaiuia  H.,  Coliasset,  Mass. 
("msl.y.  Mis.  William  S.,  Hru.jkliiie,  .Ma>s. 
Curtis,  Aiik'ie  T.,  No.  Adams,  Mass. 
("iirtis,  Frank  1'.,  No.  Adams,  Mass. 
Curtis,  lA-ali  (Tower),  No.Adaiii.s,  Ma.ss. 
♦Cusliiiitt.  All.-ii  Hinckley  (decea.sed) 

So.  IliiiKl.am,  Ma^ 
C.isliiiiK,  Henry  W.,  HiM-ham,  .Mas.s. 
Cusldnjr,  .Mrs,   Henrj    W.,  llinKham,  .Mass. 

*Dady,  Kalpl.  K.,  New  Orleans,  La. 

Dady,  Hali)li  E  ,  Jr.,  New  Orleans,  l.a. 

Damon,  Emma  (!..  WiUiamsbiirK,  Mass. 

Davidson,  Ada  T.,  Newton,  Ma.ss. 

Dewey,  Mis.   Lucy  T.,  Worcester,  Mass. 

JJiekensoii,  Everett  .M.,  llolyoke,  Ma.s.s. 
♦Dickenson,   I.oui.sa  (Tower),   Holyoke,  Ma; 

Donalme,  T.  A.,  S.  Weymouth,  .Mass. 
*Doyle,  Henry  C,  Pawtucket,  K.l. 

Drake,  Mr.s.  .Josephine,  Williamsl.ui «,  Mas; 
t*Duirey,  .Mrs.  IClna  .1.  (Smi(h), 

.Norlhampto..,   .Ma; 

t*EaKer,  Olive  (iould  (Towerj, 

Auhurndale,  Ma.- 
t*Easer,  .Mabel  (Tower),  Auhurndale,  Ma.ss 

Edmonds,  Mrs.  Eva  S.,  Hiukdiam,  Mass. 

Estes,  Mrs.  Eva  C,  So.  Hoslon,  Mass. 

Kenton.  Mrs.  E.lith  I.,  .So.  Boston,  .Ma.ss. 
♦Ferris,  Annie  Iv  (Tower;,  HiiiKham,  Ma.ss. 

Ferris,  Kathryn  Whilon,  Him;liam,  Mass. 

Ferris,  Oliver  M..  HinKham,  Mass. 

Fol.som,  Mrs.  Inez  1!.,  StoiiKhton,  Ma.ss. 
t*Ford,  OeorKe  Franklin,   Mli.ssfield,  Mich. 

Ford,  Marietta  (Tower),  No.  .\dams,  Mass 

Fo.ster,  Cora  T.,  Waltliam,  .Mass. 

Fralier,  1.  S.,  Weymouth,  Centre.  .Mass. 

Furber,  Evelyn  P.,  Cohas.sel,  Mass. 

Fuiber.  C.race  T.,  Cohas.set,  Ma.ss. 

Oammons,  Edith  T.,  Coliasset,  .Mass. 

fJardner.  Annie,  Hoctkland.  .Mass. 

(Jardner,  Hosea,  ]{ockland.  .Mass. 
*(!ar<lner,  Katie  C,  So.  HiuKham,  .Mass. 
t*Gardner,  .Marietta  (Tower).  Keene,  N.Tl. 

dates,  Chas.  W.,  I'etersham,  .Mass. 

(iates,  Edith  M.,  Worcester,  Ma.ss. 

Gate.s,  Sarah  E.,  Petersham,  Mass. 

Goodwin,  Alien,  Dorchester,  Mass. 


IMIanni,  Mary  .I;.h.-  iT.nv-r). 

Hn.uklinc,   .\1;, 
lairis,   .Mary   (  luwcrl.  .Savoy  Centre.  .Ma- 
iathauay,  l.clioy,  Waverly,  Ma>.-. 
leald,  Arthur  C  ,  .S,,.  Weynioulh,  Mas.-. 
Icald,  Chus.    T..  So.  Weymouth.  .Mass. 
Icald,  Chailolle  H..  So.   Weymouth.   .Ma-. 
Ileal.l,   D;irlhca,  So.   Weymouth.  .Mas>. 
Ileald,   Frank  ,1.,   W.  Soinerville.   .Mas.. 
Ileald,  George   I'..  .S,,.    l!,,>Ion.   M.i>.. 

ihl,  Marwirel,  S...   Weynioulh.   .Mass. 
Ileald,  Stanley,   W  ,  S.uiht\  ill.-.   .\Ia.-s. 
Ilciscy,  Alb.Ml    1)  .   Miookhiic,   ,\hi~>, 

-cy,   Mirr  StalTord.    Mm,, Mine.   .\la->. 
Ilersey,  (icoi-.-.   Hrookline,  .\la.-s. 
Iler.sey,  Marie  l.oui.se,  Mrookliiie.  .Ma.-.-. 

art,  E.  Gertrude,  So.  Hinuhain,  .\Ia-s 
llobart,  Lizzie  T.,  So.  HiiiKham.  .Mas.-. 
Ilolbrook.  Mrs.  Lois  H.,  .sSo. Weymouth,  .M:, 
Holmes,  Chas.  10.,  Sloui,diton,  .Mass, 
♦HtiKlies,  Bertha  M.    iTower),  Joliet,  HI. 
Huntress,  Heuben  W.,  .Melro.se,  .Mas.-. 

rlljut.   CalherinetTower;,S.Sii.ll.ur.\-..M:: 
lliirlbut,  liuliis  IL,  So.  Siidbuiy,  .\la,-s. 

iicobs,  Aimchiia.  So,    lliiu,'haiu,   .\la--, 
iMinyii,   Howard  Ooodwiii,   llin-ham,  ,\L. 
L'liiiin-s,  Mr.-.  1',   K.,  Ho-lou,  .Ma-, 
.iiies,  Susie  T.,    Lowell,   Mass, 

;eeuc,  Annie  N,.  Coha-scI,  ,Mas,-. 
ieene,  (irace  E.,  ("ohas.set,  .Ma.-s. 
[enney,  Martlett   F.,  Newtonville,  .Mas.s. 
[enney,  Edith  L.,  Newtonville,  .Mass. 
:eiii,ey,  Olive  T.,  Newtonville,  .Mass. 
:imball,  Albert  .M.,  HiiiKham,  .Ma.-s. 
:imball,  Artliur  H.,  Hiiinham,  .Ma.ss. 
Jinball,  Gcoit;..  K.,  Hiiinham,  .Ma.ss. 
:imball,  .Mis.  Ocoine  E.,  Hintiham,  Mass 
:ind,all,  Mrs.  .las.  IL,  Hinnham.  .Ma.ss. 
AiilX.  Bethia  L.  (Tower),  Hoboken.  N.J. 
liuK,  Mrs.  Ella  .Marian,  Waverly.  .Ma.ss. 
[iiiK,  Katharine  Newman.  Waverly,  .Mas: 
:im;,  .Maifiuarile  Stone.   Waveily.   Mass, 

aCoste,   Helen  S.,  So.   Boston,  .Ma.ss. 
aCoste,  Susan  L.,  So.  Boston,  Mass. 
ane,  Mary  W..  So.  HiiiKham,  Mass. 
ane,  Virginia  W..  ,So.   HiiiKham.  .Ma.ss. 
eonard,  Alonzo.  Brockton,  Mass. 
eonanl,  Mrs.   Flora  K.  (Toweri. 

Brockton.  M: 
iiH-oln,  Aith.ii   llaile.  Hiiifiham,  .Mass. 
Iiicohi,  iUnrr   I.    llinMliaiu  Ceiitic,    Mass 
inc., Ill,  llarohl  W    .  llin«ham.  .Mass. 
,iiiroln,  John  W.,  lliuKham,  Mass. 


v.iikc 

•>-,   Hillii 

a.  ('(.l.as.M 

•t,  Ma.s: 

viull. 
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Names  Registered  55 

l.in.'oln.  I.u.j   J.,  Hint'liani,  Mass.  Kan.lall,  Mrs.  Kh^a  .M..  Si.mikIu'.i,.  Ma-s. 

J.iiaoln,  Wiiithrcii,  llinKhani.  .Mass.  *l!cc,l.    Il.|,-n   M.iri.'l   ([-(.u.-r/, 

Liiul.sey,  Mrs.  Carrie  H.,  SpriiifilicUl,  .Ma.ss.  Majsj.lc,  I..1..  .\.^\ 

IJndsey,  J.  Arthur,  Siirinnlielil,  Mas.s.  l^oUerts,  Ceilnnie  L.,  lio-ion,  .Ma-s. 

l-onj,'.  Hon.  John  D  ,  Hin-hani,  Mas.s.  Koss,  Kn.nia  C,  KiT.l^st.or.).  \  I. 

I.oud,  Jolin  J.,  ^\■,■.vnl..ulh,  Mass.  *l{(,.ss,  Mrs.  Fh)rii  .M.,  Monroe,  .Mass. 

*l!oss,  .Murray  (lilhert,  Kee.lshor..,  \'l. 

.Malcolm,  Floreiifp 'P.,  Newtonvillc,  Nhiss.  *l!o.-<s,  Willian.  .lohn,  .Mum...-,  .Mas-. 

Mak-olm,  (ira.e  W.,  Newtonvillc-,  Mass. 

.Mak-ulni.  Ceo.   V..  N'ewlonville,  .Mass. 

.Marshall,  Mrs.  Susan  T.,  Chelsea,   Ma.ss. 
t*.Martin.  I.eniucl  Uritr^s,  .Mlleh.jro,  .Ma.ss. 

.Ma.vini.  .Mrs.  .\l.l,ie   f..  Warren,  Mass. 

Maxim.  ,1.  W  .,  Warren,  Mass. 

Me.\,lam,  l-I.H.'iiee  15.,  SiouKJilon,  .Ma.-s. 

.M.tlnarii.-.  Ilona  llallie,  Olaee  Hay,  N.S.  .Sherman,  I'llla  Esteile  (ireenliel.l,  .Mass. 

MeKin,  .Mrs.   Nellie  .M.,  .\lahh-n.  .Mass.  Sh.'rman,  Silvia,  Cireeeifiel.l,  Ma.ss. 

M..ran.    I'homa.s  .1.,  rawlnrkel,   K.l.  silver,  .\l.hie  N.,  IJoxl.ury,  Mas.-. 

.Moraii,  .Mrs.    Ihomas  J.,  I'awtuekel,  K.I.  Silver,  Henry  A.,  Koxl.my.  .Mas-. 

t*-Monison,  John  Tower,  Berkeley,  Cal.  Simpkiiis,  Mr.s.  Ida  T.,  Maiiehe-ler,  .\  II 

.Murphy,  .Maud  Sylvester,  Allerton,  Mass.  Simpkins,  .Mark  H.,  .Mauehester,  N.ll. 

Smith,  .Mrs.  A.  C,  Boston,  .Mas.s. 

Nel.,on,  Krederiik  H..  Ilinsrham,  .Mass.  *Smith,  .Martin  Eugene,  No.llampton,  .Mass. 

.Nelson,  William  li.,  lliiiKham,  .Mass.  t*Sniith,  Sadie  J.,  .Northampton,  .Mass. 

Nelson,  Mrs.  William  IV,  llin-luim,  Mas.s.  Souther,  Anme,  C.hasset,  Mass. 

Neweoml),  Katharine. V.,   Weymouth,   Mass.  Soulher,   Hiamaiil,   IlinKhani,   Ma—. 

Newi-omli.  I.ui'y  A..  1  Joirhcsicr,  .Mass.  Soulhi'r,  lOveicll    I!.,  llollision,  .Mass. 

Nichols,  Carrie   I!.,   Waltham,   Mass.  .Souther,   llenr.\   S.,   IliuL'liam,  .Mass. 

Nii'hols,    D.nothy    I,.,  Cohass,-!  ,   Mass.  .Soulher,   MarKarel,    llolli.-ton.   .Ma-s. 

.Niehol.s,  Kdwai.l,  Cohas-el,  .Mas-.  Soulh.-i',  Shirley,   llin-ham,  .\la-s. 

Nichols,  JOUa  (h,  Cohassct,   .Mass.  *,S,,ull.er,  Samuel  C.,   llinnham.  .Mass. 

*Nichols,  Kllen    II.   (Towcrl,  Cohassct,   Mass.  Sprajiuc,   H.    Tower,   llin-ham,   Mass. 

Nichols,  (lerlrude  'I  .,  Cohassct,  .Mass.  SpraKUe,  .Mrs.   H.    n.wcr,  lliunham,  Mass. 

t*Niehols,  llemy  W.,  Chicago,  111.  Sinafiite,  (irace  K.  W.,  Iliu;,d,am,  .Mass. 
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Report   of   tke   Second  Annual    Re- 
union  of   tke   Descendants 
of  JoKn    1  ower  and 


Tke  Annual  Meeting  of  tke  Towner 
Genealogical  Society  (Inc.)  at 

Hmgkam,   Massackusetts,   June   17, 
18  and  19,  1910. 


WHY  so  LATE? 


The  expenses  of  the  great  Ter-centenanj  Reunion  and  the 
ample  Report  that  was  issued  to  you  last  year  lucre  largely 
borne  by  a  few  individuals  to  whom  this  cause  is  most  dear. 
As  your  President  has  well  said,  it  uh(s  a  labor  of  love  and 
honor  to  our  Fathers. 

The  oryanization  oftJie  Tower  Genealogical  Society  was 
the  07ie  great  result  of  the  first  Reunion,  and  on  its  shoulders 
fell  the  responsibility  of  promoting  the  second  Reunion. 

This  second  Reunion  was  Jield  under  the  guidance  of 
your  Society,  but  the  expense  tJiereof  left  our  treasury  witJi- 
out  sufficient  funds  to  issue  a  Report. 

After  some  deliberation  among  the  Officers  and  as  a  re- 
sult of  two  meetings  of  your  Executive  Board,  sufficient 
funds  were  donated  to  guarantee  the  expenses  of  this 
Report. 

We  trust  you  will  pardon  the  unavoidable  delay  and 
enjoy  this  Report  all  the  more  for  the  waiting. 

WALTER  LAMONT  TOWER, 
JAMES  WALLACE  TOWER, 

Cominittee  on  1010  Report. 


haucd  this  Ist  day  of  April.,  1911,  bij  order  of  the  Executive  lioiwd 
of  the  Tower  Gcnealoyical  iSocietij  {hic.) 
Form  0. 
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Once   111 


nine  111,. IV  (Iwfll  in  111,.  iVrtil,.  i,n.-,-iii,it  i,,ii  „r  tji.-.t 
;,ival  s.-.tinsl.  |),.,.Mi  Swill,  n  nu.sl  n.|i,,-,rk.-iM,.  i-.-pIr,  tl,..  L.-ipuhms. 
uhos,.  l,..-i,l,,m  iHTulinrily  w;,s  tlu.ir  nhst  .■.-i.-l  i„ii  r,„ii.  lli,-  pnicli.-.-.I 
-M.yn,s  „,     II,.,     „i„ii..,.M..l  in  sp,..-uln1i..n.  (Ii..ir  |.,-:,ins  t,.,.,.,;,,.  uitl. 

U..1I.I  ;,„|  Ha.  tnvnl  iut,.,vsls  uln,.i,  ,.„;.;,-,.  11.,.  :,tu.„ti,.i,  „r  .....st 
""■".  .('  stni,.  „i  11,,.  Sim  M.Hl  its  pn.hahle  iiKlu,-,.,-,.  up.,,,  lli,.  ..artli 
or,  as  th..,v  sai.l.  -tho  sum's  h,.altl.."  wciv  ,natl..rs  .,r  ,n..n.  ii.n„M.Mt" 
tlian  lluMi-  iH.iiililK.rs-.  aiul  th,.ii-  tailors.  wl,n  w,-.v  ,.viH.,i..n.v,i  nntla 
lUMtH-iaiis.  t,„.k  tlK.ir  iiH.asuiviiKMils  hy  ,nia,lraiit.  nil,,  an.l  ,-.,iii|ris^ 
r.^',-mll,.ss  ,,,  lli.>lnlli,,.',.in.„n.sla,in.,lia,  Mi.  ,-l,„  li..s  sHih   „  ,i     '    ^  '  ' 

'•Fa         -s  •••.■;'     ='"='"-^-    i"'^--"''^   <"•   'ninlily   l.a.l   al.uut    tl„.,n 

01   IK  aim-  alx.m  tlw  cuiniKiii,.!-  luatU.is  of  lif,. 

vvis.Ti,',r.  '''■'''' i''''''V''^''''!~'''^  ^'^  '"'''^  *"'"■  ^'x'  l-<'tl(.r-sin,-o  11,0 
uisf  .lanvlMnaM  livc.I  an.l  wi-otc>.  a.ui  tl...  n,.a,rs  ina.v  u-,n,l,l  l„.  poim- 
l»-ss    n.m-.      iM.histry    \v,.    wisoly    ratv    al..>v,>    .„,.,•,.    i,i,.as       I'm  •li,- I 

swi'uht;";:  ';'"""'•;'•  ''■''/•'  ^"-""'  <-"-"<--'i  vaiu..-tiian , .;' 

t   .V      ',   /        -\<-'I"is,t.oi,  ,s  cKvukM  i1„.  „h,sI  tl.„n.^l.trul  pn.visi,.,.  f„r 

Mml  iKm.th,.  la-t:.       '"  ''"     ""'         "' *'''"^''  •'"'"'"   "'"^   f''"^"   ""'  •••^■•' 

nul    tl„;n.  an.'othor  thm.,s   ,„   valu,..   as  pn„„-  wla  r,.„r  v.,„    Ik,v.. 

...iiiM-h...   inn.u.,1  a   (;.-ii,.alo.-i,-al    S.K-i,.ty.    Aiul   w,-.  v,m,-  r,.pn.^,.iita- 

;v..s.  m  |.:x,...utiv,.  i:.,anl  assomhUnl.  ass.m,,.  th,-  i.mnl.l,: '..,  i,'.!  i  r 
M.MPPcr  an.l  sink,-  y,,,,,-  ,.y,.s  with  ,.,-,-asi,.„al  litrraluiv  as  a  .vniin,!,.,- 
or  .valy  important  lif,.-iMtor..sls.  wlm-l,  a.v  too  rr,.,,n..ntlv  si,l,.- 
tni,-ki.,l  m  111,'  onrnsli  of  o,ir  pr,.s,.iit  -  pra.l  i.-il  i-,'"  \V,.  ".h,  n,,t 
u-ish  to  s,.nn.M.i/.,.~r,.r  w,.  Iiav,.  ^oo,l  pn-a.^lu-rs  in'  onr  faniilv  .in-l.. 
Mlio  <-aii  lu.rlorni  that  fum-tion  to  your  -ivah-r  satisl-ulion"  \„r 
(•an  Nv,.  talk   Ion-  with  yon,  Un-  „ur  sp,„-,..   lik,.  our  inoia-v,   is  limit.Ml 

lu'  on,.  lM.cans,.  of  ,1,,.  olli,.,-.  Wo  ,,-,.  poor  in  ..v.-rythin:,'  ia,t  uhsis.' 
.\<'t  llir.s,.  may  i,r,,vi,l,'  a  workiu-  basis,  if  v,.u  will  ,.onli-ilMili'  vour 
"liiola  and  with  us  mol,l  them  t,)  ,)ur  cmmum  ailvantai,',' 

I'or  w,.  intcn.l  that  Iho  Tower  CiMU-aloi^ical  S,),i<."tv  shall  (ill  a 
ni,-li,.  m  your  lil,.  into  which  no  other  ,.r,i,'aiiization  will  pnH-isdv  lit 
^ou  have  your  ,-hur(h.  y,)ur  lo,I.L,'e.  your  eliih.  v,)ur  oIIkt  f,>niis  ,.f 
s,.,aal  anms,-m,.nt.  All  th.-.,.  satisfy  in  i-art  y.uir  vravii.-  for  a,-tion 
:in,l  .-haii-e  an.l  life,  ami  drain  off  in  a  m<\-i.snre  <h<>  sni-plns  meiitalitv 
wimh  remains  afl,.r  husine.ss  hour.s.  I'.ut  tmh'ss  v,.u  Towers  .lilTer 
trom  the  .u'<Mi,.ral  run  of  p..opl,>  in  ,nir  lim,-  y.ai  aiv  still  a   hit  dissat- 

'■"^"•■'l-    .i"^1     "I'l^''.    -IS    you    iii;iy    hav,.    hear.l    s,,ni,-    .m.-    sav     von 

.•ire  M  man  — ..r  a  woman.  (For  afh.r  heli.»ldim,'  with  ..ur  own  eVes 
our  fair  eousiiis  on  two  n.)ti.w(irthy  ...•casiuiis  we  ar,.  disp.isi'd'  lo 
a.l.lress  tlie  hur.len  of  our  (lis.-ours,-  i,)  yon.  llaj.ly  you  mav  see,  and 
guide  us  of  tiie  duller  understand  in;,'.) 


4  SECOND  ANNUAL  REPORT. 

Well.  ;is  we  liiiilcd  alxivc.  tlic  pioneer  liiis  -iiiie,  net.  h.-ippily. 
alt().i,'cllier  and  in  all  senses,  but.  speakin-  ipiite  jreiierall.v,  it  lu'is 
I)ass('cl  from  oui-  view.  And  ,i,'one  with  it  to  rlieir  rewani  ar(;  the 
men  wliu  tliou^'lit  :ind  acted  for  llie  mere  .jo.v  of  tliinkinj;  and  aetiii- 
tlie  men  who  followed  forlorn  liopi-s  and  tra\crsei!  nnknown  conti- 
nents of  land  and  si)irit.  Tiu're  are  ideas  in  plent.v  now,  ()  ve.s,  never 
nun-o  than  at  present.  lUit  for  the  most  part  tlie.v  aro  of  the  stcam- 
uriven.  lii.^di-m'ar.  hall-hearini,'.  anlomatic  kind  tliat  we  accept  onlv 
with  .-1  .i^nar.intee  that  they  will  lit  in  with  the  rest  of  onr  iTfe-trear 
and  work  to  onr  materi.-il  profit.  The  last  really  ^'ood  one  we  remem- 
!)er  to  have  heard  about  hapi)ened  aU)n,L,'  some  iifty  years  a^o.  and  it 
cost  a  nation  blood  and  treasure  to  work  it  out."  for  "mere  ideas" 
are  almost  .always  expensive.  Don'l  .von  believe  all  thisV  Then  write 
to  us  about  it.  OpiK.sition,  if  founded  on  .uood  faith,  is  the  lii-m  patli 
lo  the  hii,'ln\ay  leadin,t;  to  hai-nioiiy  and  achievement. 

And  .vou  know,  of  course,  to  what  we  referV  'I'he  seventeenth 
century;  yes.  and  a  slice  of  the  sixteenth  —  the  ai,'e  which  cradled 
Kobert  Tower  in  Old  Iliu,i,diain  (  V »  — we  wonder  now  if  it  were  there 
—  and  sclKxded  yonn.i,'  .h)hn  in  the  "mere  ide.-is  "  to  which  we  owe 
how  much. 

And  the  time  was  a  perfect  nui'sery  of  ideas,  you  remember. 
Step  up  and  name  your  callin,;;.  and  we  will  furnish  you  with  the 
birtli-certilicate  of  the  ,i,'enius  without  whom  .\-our  vocation  would  have 
been  Jill  but  imi)ossible.  Are  you  a  physician,  for  instance?  Kunioi-.s 
of  John  Harvey's  discovery  of  tlu>  circidaticm  of  the  blood  (Idl'C) 
m:iy  have  icached  the  eai-s  of  .Tohn  Tower  before  ever  he  left  Knj,'- 
hmd  to  make  a  home  for  om-selves  and  for  his  idea,  whatever  it  was. 
Are  yttu  an  astronomer,  a  "  star-,i,'azer  "V  ,7oh:um  Kepler  —  whieii, 
beiuj,'  interpreted,  is  John  — died  (1('.:U»)  shortly  before  he  started. 
Is  preaching:  your  pi-ofessionV  The  .sombre  fancy  of  blind  John  Mil- 
ton was  paintin.!,'  the  '^v\u\  theolo;j;y  in  which  even  your  father  may 
liave  believed.  As  likely  as  not  you  are  in  the  insurance  business. 
At  about  the  same  time,  then  (KJC'J),  .fohn  (Jrannt  was  presentiuf;  to 
the  i:o.\al  Societ,\'  his  "Xatiu-al  and  Political  Observations  ui)on  the 
r.ills  of  Mortality"  and  prepariui;  the  way  for  the  statistical  studies 
which  mean  so  nui<-h  in  .\-our  callin;;.  AN'hy  we  need  hardly  leave  the 
name  of  John  to  find  theml  P.ut  there  was  Robert  P.oyle.if  .vou  are 
a  chemist,  and  if  mechanics  inteivsts  you,  why  Sir  Isaac  Xewton  was 
layiuf?  the  foundations  upon  which  your  ap[»lied  science  rests,  wliile 
John  was  buildint,'  his  house-fortress  in  \ew  IIinf,'Iiam.  Perliajis, 
finally,  you  are  one  of  (jur  fair  readers,  and  atllicted  no  doul)t  with 
"  nerves."  Well.  Descartes  hud  be,i,'un  to  exanune  these  "  little  white 
thi'eads"  in  his  dissecting  room,  and,  being  a  Jack-at-all-trades  and 
surpassingly  good  ;it  all,  was  incidiMitally  inventing  his  analytical 
geoiiietr.v  which  you,  who  ;ire  jtossibly  a  school  teacher,  know  some- 
thing about.  To  the  more  eidighteneti.  even  in  far-away  Sandy  Cove, 
these  thin.gs  and  the  like  may  have  been  known  by  vague  rejjort,  and 
were  of  more  stai'tling  import  than  the  latest  aeroplane  passenger 
record  is  to  us.  Hut  if  our  ancestor  had  small  time  and  scant  knowl- 
edg<'  for  thes<'  things  it  matters  little.  The  sam(>  age  —  the  a.se  of 
Wallenstein  and  (instavus  .\dolphus,  of  Cromwell  and  Uielielien  nnd 
the  (Jrand  Monarch  with  his  glittering  court  —  <l»e  age  of  tiie  Tlilrty 
Years'  War  and  the  Civil  Wnv — the  agi-  of  men  who  would  as  lieve 
light  for  an  idea  as  battle  l^)r  a  throne,  a  little^  rather,  we  suspect  — 
this  it  was  that  nijiu'ished  him  and  bore  on  the  wings  of  the  strong 
east  wind  faith  in  mere  Ideas. 
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"Not  idcMs  :  ('xpcriiiioiital  science  —  iimcli  of  this,"  \\i-  lie;ir  some 
one  s;iy.  No  donhl,  and  so  is  our  liltle  s(icie(\'  an  e.\|iei-inieiit.  I'.nt 
all  that  is  lastiii:,'  he.;,'ins  in  mcrr  ideas— ideas  and  an  nnsellish  zest 
in  life  and  the  iiromotion  of  hnnian  t^'ood. 

llow  fo(»!isli  some  of  lliese  ideas  were,  too!  We  doiTt  suppose 
for  a  moment  tiiat  oui-  ancestor  helieved  in  the  healini,'  ellieacv  of 
the  "Koyal  Touch"— not  ho,  '^(uul  I'uritau  that  he  was.  We  I'lnpe 
that  a  tincture  of  scepticism  fortified  him  against  the  text:  "Thou 
Shalt  not  sulfei-  a  witch  to  live."  IJiit  he  may  ha\('  known  "that  a 
loadstone  held  in  the  hand  doth  eitlier  ciu'e  or  j,'i\-e  ^'reat  ease  in 
),'out,"  that  "there  is  a  proi>erly  in  the  T.asil  (plant)  to  in-opa;,'ate 
scorpions,  and  that  hy  the  smell  of  the  plant  they  are  incil  in  the 
hrain  of  man."  He  had  heard  of  the  elephant  in  Var  ((amtries,  and 
knew,  of  course,  that  ho  "  hath  no  Joints,  wheref(ue  heiui;  unahle  to 
lie  down  he  sleept'th  a^'ainst  a  tree,  which  tiie  luniters  ohs.'rvin.^  do 
saw  almost  asunder,  whereon  the  heast  indyini,',  hy  the  fall  of  the 
tree  falls  down  it.self  an<l  is  .ahle  to  rise  in.  more."  .Vnd  he  also 
l)olievod  that  — well,  why  shouldn't  he?  So  did  the  wisest  of  his 
time,  for  there  are  ideas  and  ideas,  and  lime  alone  can  wimiow  ihem. 

Lucky  for  us  that  ho  had  them,  he  and  olhei's  like  iiim.  and  failli 
in  them.  too.  else  where  should  we  he  now'.'  lldio  ;inswcrs,  WlicicV 
Ami  we  helieve  that  he  did  have  a  very  pei-sonal  claim  to  a  few.  It 
was  no  yaclitin.i,'  party  on  sndlinj,'  seas  —  that  voyai^M'  across  tlie  .\1- 
lantio  in  a  cocklo-sholl.  And  if  dreams  of  allhieiice  led  him  on.  tlici-e 
was  a  hostile  race  of  howling'  sava^'es  to  dispute  his  ]iassa.t,'e,  a  con- 
tinent of  forests  and  a  forest  of  dilliculties  ahead,  comfort,  if  not 
allluence.  heliind.  Xo,  it  nmst  have  heeii  a  simon  pure  idea,  somo- 
thini,'  in  which  he  helieved  or  did  not  holievo  that  drove  him  hither. 
Cold  comfort  then  on  those  shores  for  the  hody  warmed  h.\  the  tiro 
of  no  unsellish  purpose!  A  pity,  is  it  not,  that  no  enduring  irrainto 
marks  the  sjiot  where  lay  the  tU'sh  that  housed  the  spirit  that  con- 
ceived tho  idea  that  made  us  —  so  it  turned  out  —  .Vmoi'ican  citizens! 
.\nd  five  thousand  or  moiv  of  ns  l)ipeds.  scattered  thron^'ho^lt  tho 
huid,  hearing  tho  name  of  Towor,  not  a  round  hundi-od  of  whom  out- 
side our  little  circle  may  know  of  .lohn  Tower's  hurial  jtlacol  Ai-e 
you  sun',  now,  that  you  do  yoiu'self V  Not  so  lon.i;  ap»  we  were  not. 
Wo  conf(>ss  it  with  shame.  .\.nd  we  lau,i,'h  —  sadly,  not  irreverently 
—  when  we  hoar  talk  of  "  innnortality  '  and  much  ar.^umont  "  ahout 
it  and  ahout."  To  whom,  then,  are  wo  so  impcn-tant  that  eternal 
existence  should  ho  our  lot.  wo  whose  nuMnories  span  a  couple  of  i,'ou- 
erations  at  most'.''  'J'ho  suspicion  (lashes  athwart  the  mind  that  wo 
AUE  as  wo  take  ourselves  and  oth(>rs  to  h(\  and  worth  the  trouhl(>  of 
admission  into  a  Futni'o  accordiui,'  as  \vv  vahio  the  Tresent  and  Past. 
Uoally.  yon  know,  Ladies  and  (ientlomon,  we  shall  listen  patiently, 
hut  .vou'may  find  it  hard  to  convince  ns  th:it  nowadays  wo  are  not 
careios.s  of  more  ideas  and  sentiments.  Yet  these  are  tho  real  dynamos 
which  have  made  your  pi'osont  life  whirl  merrily  on  its  way. 

Rut  tho  ]»rintor  has  hoon  joj,';,'in;,'  our  elhow  for  "coity."  and  wo, 
like  tho  Laputans,  still  have  our  heads  in  tho  air.  \m\  if  our  heads, 
like  those  of  the  Laputans,  tilt  soujowhal  towai'd  "more  ideas."  while 
those  of  our  uiu-ef;enerato  hi-(>thren  who  an-  still  non-nionihors.  loan 
rather  toward  tho  "practical."  it  is  all  the  hotter.  Lot  us  work  tho 
harder  to  have  them  with  us.  Wo  may  then  lait  our  heads  toixother 
on  tho  near  side  and  tho  more  successfully  adjust  our  prohloms.  which 
are  of  hoth  hiniiuii  and  iinirlical  interest  —  when  wo  think  it  out. 

There  vvlH  be  more  of  other  import  anon,  hut  the  printer  is  here 
UKain  and  wo  yive  you  a  hasty  Farewell. 


ST5CONI3    ANXUAI^    RKIJXIOX 

AT  JIIX(iJIA:\I,  .MASS., 
JUXJO    ]7,    IS    A  XI)    IJ),    inio. 


After  sucli  ;i  rcconl-liriMkiii-  .n-;illi(M-iii-  as  tli(^  I'.«il>  T.-wcr 
IN'iinioii.  it  \v;is  li.-irdlv  to  he  expected  lli;it  llie  se<-oii.|  rciiniuii  w.nild 
i-i'|ie;il  in  siicli  .iiiiple  miiuhers.  I  I()\ve\t'i-,  :i  resist  r.i  1  idii  (il  ir,(i  .md 
:iii  esli  Ilia  led  a  1  leiida  in  e  (d'  nearly  •_'(iii  conslitnle  a  -aliiei-iiiu-  et  wliirji 
any    tamiiy    nia,\    wcH    lie    pi-eiid. 

I>esc.ndants  tnnii  every  New  Kii-laiid  Slale.  except  New  llami.- 
sliire.  were  in  line.  West  Vir-inia,  .Miciii-aii,  Kansas  and  Caiirei-nia 
were  aiiKiim  the  nnire  distant  states  repi-esented. 

The  provisinii  made  for  entertainin-  I  lie  descendants  was  even 
niori'  ample  than  the  pi-evions  year.  A  in.jst  iileasinL:  iniioval  ieii  this 
\-ear  was  the  excellent  music  furnished  hy  -.I.din  lleiirv  Towci',  ald\- 
assisltMl  hy  his  nieces,  the  .Misses  Clark. 

James  Wallace  Tewer  had  i)r()vided  new  and  lar;,'er  "trees." 
The  lar.i,'e  additions  te  the  Ihrook  and  Jeremiah  hiaiiclies  were  es- 
jiecially  noticeable,  .John  Ihi-ook  Tower  displaye.l  a  veiy  attractive 
colleclion  !){'  photo-raiihs  and  autou'raiihs  (d'  Towers  fi-om  all  pai'ls 
(d'  the  rnion. 

One  .uroup  pi<'tnre  that  attracted  especial  attention  was  a  -atliei"- 
ini,'  of  seme  L'.".  or  ;'.i>  Tower  descendants,  iiicludin-  .hdm  .Ma<lison 
Tower.  KM)  years  old  Last  .\pril.  This  picture  was  taken  at  the  cele- 
bration (.f  ins  one  hundredth  birthday.  John  .Madison  Tower  ( .s ) 
lives  ill  Wilson.  .\.  Y.  'I'he  three  i-xcellent  uroup  iiictui'es  taken  at 
the  l!Hi!t  reunion  were  on  t-xliibition.  'I'ho  old  well  w.is  as  p<ii.nlar  as 
e\-er.  Tlio.se  of  you  who  were  there  know  of  the  many  excellent  fea- 
tures of  a   Tower   Ueunioii  and  you  who  W(>rt>  not    thei'e   have  sonie- 


.lolm    tiriiiy   T.utT   (7)    w;is   Imiii   i.t    llu'   Ol.l 


Till'  "Old  Home"  and  the  "Tent," 
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Tin:    I'lKS'P    DAY,    .frXK    IT'I'II. 

W(;iflici-  coiKlitioiis  ciHild  Imnlly  Ik-  worse  ,-il  lliis  scnsoii  of  ihc 
ycni-  than  on  the  oiiciiiii.ic  day  of  the  Srcdiid  Kciiuioii.  Ilaiii  Idl 
almost  coiitiiiuously  tlir()n,i,du)ut  the  day.  a  condilinii  thai  had  jn'c- 
vaih'd  for  tlic  prccodiii.u;  24  houi-s. 

The  <'ii1ir(>  rorciinoii  was  .^'ivcii  up  to  legist  ral  ion.  roncwiiii,'  idil 
accinaintanccs  and  fornnn;,'  many  iww  ones.  Ihuls  in  the  attcriioon 
wo  ^'athiMod  at  Wilder  Hall,  and  it  was  decided   to  comliiiic  the  woi- 

(•omin.-,'  oxcreises  witli  lliose  iidiMided   lor  .\   nieniori.il   to  onr  conn 

ancestor. 

A  lar.i,'!'  wi-eath  of  white  i-oses  w;is  jilaci'd  n|Min  the  ,i:ra\o  of  .Jnhn 
'Tower  (1)  in  the  nlornin,u^  White  I'uses  liear  .1  |iec\di;ir  siu'nilicaiice 
to  all  Tower  descendants  hecanse  (d'  liie  \ery  i-elialde  tiMililion  lliat 
sever.al  ot  onr  ancestors  fon-ht  mider  liie  Itanner  of  the  WInie  Ko-o 
in  the  I'niudish  wars  of  t  h(>  lifteenth  cenlni'v. 

After  listeinn^'  to  a  lieart-to-lic;nl  l.-il'k  from  (.nr  worthy  llxe.-n- 
ti\e  r.oard  memlier.  Levi  l,inc(dn  'fower.  Ilie  dean  of  yoni-  ollicei-s. 
followed  liy  a  prayer  which  will  lin-cr  in  the  memory  of  .ill  wh,,  he.ii-d 
it.  onr  Tresident  presented  l;e\-.  (Jeoiue  S.  I'.iil  P'l--,  1 ».  It.,  who  u.i\e 
ns  an  excelleid  welcondn-  address  which  w.-is  comhined  with  a  rniiii- 
and  I.eanlifnl  trihnte  to  .l<dm  Tower   (IK 


The  Old   Well. 
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Tliore  are  itlwiiys  some  oxcelU'iit  words  si)ok(Mi  at  those  «athoriiijrs 
that  never  can  appear  in  print  and  this  pjeni  by  tho  Uev.  Dr.  I'.iittfrs 
is  one.  lie  spoke  in  that  free,  wliole-soidcd  manner  of  a  fatlicr  coii- 
vcrsinj;  with  liis  cliildreii.  and  many  of  tlie  tine  points  made  in  tliat 
siK'wh  of  i>erliaps  l!()  ndnntes  would  lose  thcii-  pathos  and  mucli  of 
their  intent  were  tliey  reduced  to  cold  type. 

It  is  no  disparaf,'ement  to  the  other  speakers  at  this  reunion  to 
say  that  Dr.  Butters  set  an  exceed in.i,'ly  hi,i,'li  standard  frrr  tiie  ad- 
dresses that  were  to  follow. 

A  fine  selection  hy  the  orchestra  was  i^iven,  and  we  were  treated 
to  a  Kenealofiical  and  historical  address  that  needs  no  woi'd  of  prtiise 
from   the   historian;   it   speaks   for   itself. 

It  is  with  greatest  pleasure  that  we  are  ahle  to  reitroduce  in  full 
the  address  of  .Mrs.  .AEarian  Lon^'feliow  O'Dono-hue. 


The  Importance  of  Genealogical  Societies 
IN  THE  History  of  Our  Country. 


Mr.    Pretiiilcnt,    Mcinhers    of    the    Toircr    (Irnmlnriirol    Society    and 
(jiirsts:  — 

Yesterday  I  had  the  i)leasure  of  addressing'  the  mendters  of  the 
Society  of  the  Descendants  of  Kol»ert  I'.artiett  of  Plymouth,  .Massa- 
chusetts, at  IMymouth.  at  their  'i'iiird  .Vmnial  Reinnon,  ami  to-day 
I  am  with  the  Puritans. 

I  am  a  Pil^,'rim  with  the  Pil;>;rims  and  a  Puritan  witli  the  Puri- 
tans! This  does  not  mean  that  I  am  one  whose  views  and  acts  are 
tiiose  of  the  weathervane,  l)ut  that  1  am.  in  reality.  l)oth  Pilgrim  and 
Pui'itan  l)y  ties  of  idood.  and  feel  ecpnilly  at  home  with  either. 

My  father's  line  was  from  Pilj,'rim  stock,  a  stock  of  which  I  am 
exceedingly  fond.  The  Pilj^'rims  w«'i'e.  it  is  well  known,  more  for^iv- 
iuK.  less  comljative  than  the  Puritans;  they  came  of  what  is  termed 
"the  peoide;"  they  did  not  jjossess,  to  any  f,'reat  exti'iit,  land  and 
titles,  fine  raiment,  or  nuich  of  the  «oods  of  this  woi-ld.  Of  {•ourse, 
there  wei'e  excejitions ;   there  always  are  exceptions  in  this  life. 

They  wi-re  the  hearty  and  sim|)le  stock  close  to  th(>  heart  of 
Nature. 

My  mother's  line  was  that  of  the  Pui'itan,  and  of  that  line  I  am 
intensely  proud;  well  off  in  this  world's  p)ods;  haui,'hty,  thoufih  ever 
striviu},'  after  the  luunhle  spirit  of  which  the  Oood  Hook  speaks;  men 
Iirondnent  in  the  deeds  of  their  country;  builders  up  of  a  Nation. 

I  love  the  Pilgrim  as  a  child  loves  the  teiuler  mother  .lud  turns 
to  her  in  all  straits.  I  love  the  Puritan,  hut  as  the  hoy  who  is  oon- 
.scious  that  he  may  not  have  fulfilled  the  rij,'id  ride  of  an  exact- 
ing father,  I  approach  him  with  some  awe  and  a  px'd  deal  of  timely 
respect.  I  would  carry  my  sorrows  to  the  Pilirrim  ;  my  anddtions  to 
the  Puritan. 

In  what  I  just  have  said  I  desire  you  to  keep  in  ndnd  that  I  am 
speaking  of  these  two  great  divisions  as  types,  not  as  individuals,  for 
ofttimes  the  Pilgrim  showed  the  traits  of  the  Puritan  and  vice  versa. 

But  what  a  history  is  tliat  of  both  Pilgrim  and  Puritan!     In  spite 
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of  I'vvvy  ;u'(('ss(ii-y  tliat  wealth  and  position  may  ^'ivc,  the  woids  of 
r.unis  i-i«'  (iftciu'st  to  the  niiiid  :  "A  inan's  a  man  for  a'  that."  I 
fill  nol  |iiaco  lUHhic  \vi'i,:,'lit  uiion  wealth:  it  is  a  pleasant  thinu'  to 
possess,  I  do  not  doubt:  hut  tlu'iv  are  far  mcatei-  endowinents  ;  we. 
to-day,  ]iossess  such  in  our  iidieritauco  of  a  lon^'  and  uuhlemisheil 
tincestry. 

I  have  spoken  to  you  of  "exceptions:"  and  you  ai'c  here  at  this 
time  to  (•elel)rate  in  your  three  da.\s  of  reunion,  the  memory  of  a 
man  not  horn  in  the  iiuriile  and  !iui>  linen,  hut  in  ohscurity  and  iacU 
of  wealth,  if  what  we  learn  through  history  is  correct ;  yet  one  who, 
later  on,  not  only  i)roved  hhnself  a  self-made  man,  tlie  nnd<in«  an 
honor  to  himself,  hut  one  who  made  histoi-y  as  well.  .Tohn  'I'ower, 
the  Emi.irrant.  Of  his  early  surroundin.L,'s  little  is  known,  hut  his  home 
ill  the  old  country  was  IIin,i;liam,  lCnj,dand.  for  which  place  your, 
beautiful  town  of  Iliuicham.  Massachusetts,   is  named. 

John  Tower  was  baptized  on  May  14,  UiO!).  aeeordins  to  the  old 
records  kept,  and  it  is  to  he  i)n'sumi'd  that  he  was  horn  very  close  to 
that  date,  as  it  was  the  custom  to  bapti/.e  children  as  soon  as  i>ossi- 
ble  after  their  birth. 

In  l(i:;7  lu'  came  to  New  lOnirlaud.  He  did  not  come  amouK 
sti-auicers,  however,  for  many  of  liis  old  friends  of  the  IOu;,'lish  parish 
wei'e  ali'eady  in  1  lin.uham,  .Massachusetts.  He  (piickly  for;,'ed  ahead, 
and  in  time  ac(nured  cousiderahle  land,  lie  early  applied  for  the 
ri.u'lits  uf  a  "  freeman  "  and  was  so  made  in  .March,  ICwtM-!);  hut  he  also 
[)ut  himself  in  bonds  aliout  that  time,  wlieu  on  February  l."..  IC.'is  I), 
he  married  Mar^'aret  Ibrook,  dau.irhter  of  Kichard  Ibrook  of  fharh-s- 
town.  Let  us  hoi)0  those  bonds  were  happy  ones  and  did  not  rest 
heavily  upon  liim,  for  the  man  who  is  at  onc'c  a  busliaud  and  a 
frcninni  is  jiriceless  I 

You  may  well  be  proud  of  .\-our  ancestry  —  members  of  the  Tower 
(Ii'iu'alojricai  Society.  The  name  of  Tower  has  bi'en  made  famous  in 
many  branches  of  the  history  of  this  country. 

r.ut  I  am  not  here  to  talk  of  John  Tower,  whose  history  you.  his 
desci-ndants.  know  far  better  than   I. 

Let  us  turn  to  the  iieople  amou.t:  whom  he  lived. 

The  lives  of  the  I'uritans  was  i-losely  linked  with  their  reli^dous 
obsei-vaiices  and  tlie  meetin.u-house  was  dear  to  their  hearts.  Some 
of  the  rules  i-ei,'ai'diuj,'  the  observance  of  the  Sabbath  were  (piite  odd. 
and  are  veiy  anuisins;  to  us  of  a  later  day.  thoujrh  at  that  time  such 
a  view  of  these  laws  as  eoidd  possibly  b(>  construed  as  "  amusin.i:  " 
woidd  never  have  occurred  to  the  I'uritan. 

Let  us  wander  into  some  of  tlieir  old  churches.  Hcu'lnium;  in  tins 
town  wh(>r(>  we  are  to-day,  we  lind  in  the  Old  Ship  ("hurch  one  that 
is  f.iUKUis  throtit,diout  .\ew  En.t,'land.  This  vener.ible  buildiu^'  wa.s 
erected  in  KiSL  bein^'  the  second  building;  used  for  p\iblie  worship 
in  Iliu^,'ham.  The  Society  of  which  it  is  an  out.urrowth  was  formed 
in  1<;;;,-.  Here  .vour  ancestor  worshipped.  For  over  two  hundred 
ye.ars  this  old  nu>etiii«-liouse  has  stootl.  and  while  the  builtlln.i.'  has 
"heou  altered  and  enlai-^'ed.  its  oi-ij;iual  timbers  are  as  sour.d  to-day  as 
when  the  solid  oak  was  incorporated  into  the  work. 

At  one  time  lon.i,'  oak  seats  in  tlu-  body  of  the  nieotiim-imuse.  on 
one  side  of  tlie  liroad  aisle,  were  leserve*!  for  the  nion  an<l  on  the 
opposite  side  for  the  women.  It  is  evident  that  in  early  days  it  was 
considered  unwise  to  s(>at  tin'  sexes  to^'etluM-;  \\heth(M-  frail  woman 
was  the  cause  of  offense,  or  man  an  overpowering'  tomptatioii  we  are 
left  to  conjecture. 
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Tliis  <'lnircli  is  :m  object  of  ^'n-.-it  iiilcrcst:  to  111.-  visitor  nii.l  of 
prido  to  the  townspeople.  History  in  tli;it  niid-laml  l.ctwecn  the  I'nn^ 
tan  and  onrselves.  Inil  l.cariiiLr  all  the  hallmarks  of  the  na-ii  who 
eanio  to  this  country  in  ir,;!(i.  is  reiireseiiled  in  two  nolahle  pictures 
in  wliicli  the  men  of  .^rarl•lehead.  many  of  them  coiuiecled  with  old 
St.  .Michael's  Cluirch.  are  identilie(l.  'I'hese  ]iaintin.L,'s  are  " 'I'he  Sjiirit. 
of  Seventy-si.x  "  to  he  seen  in  the  new  'I'own  Hall  (.f  .Marhlehead,  and 
that  of  '•  \\'asliin,i;ton  t'rossin^'  the  Delaware." 

No  one  who  has  seen  "The  Spirit  of  Seveidy-six,"  and  1  am  suic 
many  of  you  liere  i)resent  have  sei'ii  it,  will  ever  for,i,'el  it.  The 
IMu-itan  spirit  stalks  abroad  uiion  its  canvas.  The  (dd  man  with  his 
scattered  i,M'ey  locks  and  banda.ijed  bead  marches  steadily  on  as  he 
beats  his  drum,  while  the  mere  lad  who  is  bis  companion  plays  ihe 
fife  with  .L,'reat  ardor.  Tbe.se  leading'  spirits  in  battle  recall  to  us  the 
Pilgrim  and  the  Puritan  from  whom  they  spi'an.:,'.  They  are  typical 
of  the  men  who  knew  not  ai,'e  in  the  intt'rpretat  ion  of  (hUy. 

.Vnd  speakinu  of  "  spi'iniiin'.^  from  a  line  of  ancestoi's,"  reminds 
me  of  a  stoi-y  in  which  two  Irish  women  fi-uri'd. 

They  were  talkin:,'  over  the  back  fence  which  divided  hut  diil 
not  separate   their   resjit'ctive  bomes. 

Mrs.  O'Flaberty  bad  been  readini,'  in  the  papers  alxaU  the 
"  l)au^ditei-s  of  the  American  Revolution,"  who  have  somethim:  of  a 
reputation  as  •' ti.iibters  "  (T  ousht  to  know  for  I  am  a  ("barter  .Mem- 
ber of  the  Society  —  tliouj,'li  I  do  not  apiiroNC  .-ill  lla^  li-btin-  that  is 
d<tne)  and  she  had  been  readiiiij;  of  "  ancesloi-s  "  and  was  fidl  of  !lie 
sultji'ct.  She  saw  an  ojiportunity  to  air  her  superior  knowled;,'e 
before  her  nei,:j;hhor,  so  she  said  : 

"Have  yese  anny  ancistors,  Mrs.  O'FIytniV 

Mrs.  O'i-'h-nn  (>yed  her  friend  suspiciously  and  said: 

"Pb.Mfs  themV" 

"  AncistorsV  Why  au<-istors  are  tbim  yesi'  spraiiu  from,"  i-cplied 
.Mrs.    OTlaherty. 

.Mrs.  (^•Plynu  drew  bei'self  up  to  her  full  heii^dd  and  replied  : 

"  :\rrs.  O'Flaberty,  Fd  have  yese  to  know  th.at  the  O'Flynns  niver 
spi-ani,'  from  annybody;  tlioy  si»rau,i,'  at  them  I  " 

The  second  picture  of  which  I  have  si)oken  is  one  in  whi<h  th(> 
men  of  .Marblehe.Md  ti;,'ure  to  their  undyinu  ,i:lory.  — "  Washin.i,'ton 
Crossing,'  the  Delawai-e."  This  also  ai>peals  to  the  spirit  of  tlio 
patriot.  V(duuteers  for  this  duty  were  asked;  it  was  too  dan^'erous 
an  undert.ikiii'j;  to  he  relegated  to  olher  than  vohuiteers.  Tlu^  men 
of  Marblehe.ad  spr.au^'  forward  to  claim  the  (blu^'er  and  the  honor. 

The  |)aintin;;  is  noble  in  inceiition  and  e.xecution.  but  the  |»ainler 
had  little  sea  knowled,L,'e  as  is  sliown  in  the  incid(Md  of  the  boy's  rci)ly 
to  a  (luestion  asked  him  by  bis  toacber.  The  story  b.is  at  last  .sotton 
into  the  i)apers  and  doubtless  you  have  sei-n  it.  but  it  will  bear 
i-opeatinu;.  A  scho(d  teacber  at  Ciiie  Cod  asked  her  jiupils  some 
fpiesti(»ns  as  to  (Jeor^e  Washington  .and  his  valor.  She  spoke  of  the 
I)icture  in  which  he  is  represented  in  the  boat  crossing;  the  Delaw.are 
on  the  eve  of  th(!  battle  of  Trenton,  and  said: 

"Was  (Jeor^e  W.ashiiiiiton  a  f^i'e.at  .^'encral  or  :i  i,'r(>at  .admir.aF.'" 

One  small   boy  called  out: 

"lie  was  a  j,'reat  ^'enei  ;d  ;  I  seen  a  picture  of  him  once  ci-ossiiis 
the  IX'laware,  and  no  j^reat  adnnral  would  h.nc  juit  off  from  shore 
standing;  \\\>  in   the  bow  of  a  skiff!" 

'JMuis,  we  sec,  the  son  of  the  lishermau  miLcbt  have  piven  the 
painter  some  i)Oints. 
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It  is  well  luiowu  tliJit;  in  ("olonuil  diiys  (l(l^'s  in  ^Vi':\{  iiumiImth 
acconipanicti  llicir  in;is(ci-s  lo  clmrcli.  and  anions'  the  rules  nf  tlie 
(.1(1  clmrcli  at  (Jiiiiic.v.  Massacliusctts.  we  liiid  the  fnllowin- : 

"  i;vcr.v  (l(..i,'  Ihat  coiuc's  to  the  mcctiii^'-liousc  citiicr  of  the  Lord's 
day  or  k'ctiiro  day  except  it  he  their  do,i;s  tliat  pay  tor  a  dotj-whipiier, 
the  owner  of  the  dof^'s  siiall  pay  sixpence  foi-  every  time  they  come 
to  the  m(>(>tiii.^'  that  doth  not  pay   (he  do^'-\vhipper." 

This  may  seem  rntlier  involved  lo  us  out  doulttless  was  per- 
feclly   clear  to   the  I'ramers  of  the   law   and   (hose  conc«'rMed. 

It  is  easily  seen  that  the  custom  of  taking'  do«s  to  church,  in 
muiiiiers,  would  lie  likely  to  occasion  dilliculties.  The  doK-whiiJpor 
evidently  kept  order,  otherwise  iiuuunerahle  dof;-fi},'hts  might  have 
i-esulted. 

Dogs,  liowevei',  liad  their  use  even  in  th(>  churches,  as  when  fjuiet 
they  served  as  foot-warmers  in  the  days  when  heated  churchc^s  were 
unknown. 

The  tii-st  organ  dedicated  to  the  service  of  Cod  in  tiie  churches 
of  Colonial  days  was  one  which  for  eigldy  years  was  in  constant 
use  in  old  St.  John's  Church,  at  rortsmoulh,  N.   II. 

This  organ  was  left  to  the  I'.rattle  Slreet  Clmrcli,  of  I'.oston,  by 
Mr.   Thomas   P.i-atlle,    in    whose    will    the    following   entry    aitjieared  : 

"(Jiven  and  devoted  to  the  praise  and  glory  of  (Jod  in  said 
chui-cli  if  (hey  accept  (hereof  and  witliin  a  year  af(er  my  decease 
linicure  a    sober   jkm'sou    (hat   can    play   skilfully   tliereDU   with   a    loud 

l"or  some  reason  I'.raKle  Street  Church  either  could  not  or  would 
not  (-(Miii.ly  with  (he  terms  of  (he  will  and  the  organ  (iiially  found 
its  way   to  old   St.  John's  Church. 

'i'liere  are  (wo  ways  wherein  you  may  serve  your  coun(ry:  you 
may  live  for  it  or  you  may  die  foi-  it.  We  bow  in  silent  reverence 
before  (he  thouglK  of  the  pa(rio(s  who  off(>re(l  up  their  lives  on  Ihe 
shrine  of  (heir  couidry,  wliedier  i(  be  (he  simple  farmer  who  preseided 
an  undaunted  froid  (o  (lie  red-coats;  (he  pioneer  who  was  massacred 
by  (he  Indians;  (he  son  of  a  long  line  who  went  down  in  baltl(»  during 
(iie  Civil  War,  or  he  who,  in  (he  Siianisli-.Vmerican  war,  gave  his  all 
to    his    country. 

r.iit  in  the  case  of  (he  soldier  (he  mind  and  heart  were  anima(i>d 
by  the  bl.are  of  the  (rumi>et  ,  the  volley  from  the  cannon,  (he  charge 
of  (he  regiment. 

l*.ut  what  is  it  to  live  for  one's  country?  To  hear  ever  in  mind 
(hat  your  coun(ry  demands  yoiu-  best  in  (bought  and  dec^d  and  (ha( 
ofttimes  your  most  heroic  deeds  and  sincerest  efforts  may  i)ass  un- 
iio(ed  and  have  jierhaps  IKtle  appr(>ciable  result  as  far  as  great 
projects  go. 

All  the  m;irtial  glory  and  ennilation  which  bla/.cd  the  highway 
for  the  dying  hero  is  absent  from  (he  narrow  footpath  of  (he  silent 
workei-. 

It  is  in  tliese  (piieter  iiadis  that  you.  members  of  the  Tower 
Cenealogical  Society,  and  of  kindred  societies,  walk  ;  but  the  harvests 
you  glean  ai-e  none  the  less  important.  It  is  yours,  like  that  of  your 
ancestor,  John  'I'ower,  the  emigrant,  to  make  Instory  ;  yours  to  keej) 
history  :ilive;  yours  to  .•idd  to  the  worth  and  beauty  of  the  (UhhIs  of 
your  ancestors : 

The  value  of  (he  work  done  by  the  different  genealogical  societies 
is  incalculable,  and  (he  i>a(rio(ic  societies  go  hand  in  liand  with 
you. 
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It  is  lijircly  a  score  of  years  since  tl'.e  lirsl  pali-iotic  suciety  of  Itiis 
later  p'l'cration  was  lioi-n.  Tiie  iiKivriiieiil  was  a  LTrat  ami  valu- 
able aid   to   liistory. 

llistorv  is  divided  into  the  written  and  the  oral,  as  it  has  always 
been. 

There  was  n  ureat  liurryinLT  and  si-\irr\in^'  to  i(Mi]<  up  and  \ei-ify 
fannly  histoi-ies  by  those  w'ho  desired  nieinbership  in  liiese  patriotic 
societies.  'I"he  stmies  oni'  L:randniot  hers  had  told  lis  assuiii«'d  a  new 
iniiRirtance.  .\o  loiiL'-cr  were  tiiey  considered  liie  elfusioiis  of  >,Mrni- 
loiis  Old  aLi'e.  li>  lie  listened  to  with  polite  if  scar.-ely  concealed  irn- 
patieiice.  We  bcuaii  to  reali/.e  lliat  we  had  a  ;,M'eat-^M-andfathei'  and 
niotlu'r.  and  were  seized  with  a  desire  to  learn  all  we  coiild  about 
them. 

W'l'  saw  that  our  teet  were  npnii  the  soil  from  which  si)ran,i,' 
the    ixreat    -eiiealo-ica  1    tree   of    history. 

()ne  of  the  memories  of  my  .Lcirlhood  was  that  of  my  own  dear 
mother's  lo\e  of  liistor\-.  and  of  the  history  of  her  own  family,  and 
her  interest  in  heraldry.  1  w.'U  remember  s.iyiii-  one  day.  ••  /  do  not 
care  who  my  LTica  t-u'i-a  ndfal  her  was!"  and  her  shocked  reiiionstrance. 
Littli'  could  1  foresee  the  hours  of  bard  toil  1  was  to  spend,  in  years 
to  come,  in  .-<Miealo-i,-,Ml  research,  an. I  the  facility  with  which  I  should 
add  one  i:\-ry  liair  to  another  in  treadin-  u-cncalo^ica  I  labvrinths  in  IIm' 
luirsuit  of  some  elnsive  ,m-eat-j,nMndfat  her  of  mine.  1  have  found 
them,  at   last,  but   oh  1   at  what  an  expense  of  time  and   labor! 

While  we  laii-li  at  times  and  weep  at  others  over  the  spectacle 
whicii  some  i>\'  the  patriotic  societies,  men's  as  well  as  women's.  olVer 
to  the  world,  in  tlii'ir  petty  wranuies  and  seeking  of  emptx  bniKU's 
of  ollice.  the  fact  still  remains  that  the  i^ood  a.'complishcd  liy  these 
same  societies  is  •j.rt'at. 
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TIio  "  1  ►:ni^'Iil(M-s  of  tlic  Aiiicfitiiii  Kcvdlulinii  "  Iimvc  ^'ivcii  spccinl 
tlionijlit  to  the  tc.U'liiiii:,'  of  the  clii MnMi  nf  ciiii^^i-Miils  wIk.  Iicli.iiij  lu 
the  illilci'.ifr  cl.-iss,  tciicliiii.i,'  lli;il   we  liclicvc  will  iiiiikc  .s,'<»()il  Aiiicric:iii 

citizens    of    tllcm.       Olhcl-    societies.     Uirw's    ;lii(l     w eli's.     Iimvc    l:i!<eli 

UIioii     themselves     to     kee])    .'llixc     the     liohle    d Is    of     \;ilo|-    :Ulil     1  he 

iichieveiueiits  of  our  .iiiccstois  h\-  |il.ieiii-  l.ihlets  .iiiil  other  iiieiiioiin  Is 
to  coimiicinoi-.ite  such  deeds;  still  oiliers  hiive  sou-hl  oiil.  ii.it  in 
ijood  order,   niid   marked   tlie  -iMves  of   i-e\-oliil  ioiiMpy   heiMc-^. 

(ieiiealo-ical  societies  are  eolleelin-  and  elassilyin-  ilata  :  plaein- 
Uiiou  the  shelves  cd'  our  ^M'eat  puhlic  lihrarics  hooks  that  shall  iiot 
lUM-ish.  The  National  Society  of  "  l>anu'hieis  ,.f  I'.ainders  and  I'airiots 
of  America"  (  fornddahle  title!  i.  is  a  line  in-tane..  .,f  ihis  work:  to 
this  they  also  pled-e  Ihemselves  to  ^eiid  cTlain  nionev^  p.  i  he  li...- 
jiitals  for  sujiplies  iu  time  of  war.  'I'hiis  ilie\-  are  i-.ii>in:,'  living' 
memorials  to  their  ancestors. 

We  should  rememher  that  nothin-  e.m  equal  in  value  Ih.'  hirth- 
rifrlit  he(|ueathed  to  us  hy  oiu-  forcfat tiers,  the  I'il-rim  and  the  Puritan 
(.f  New  I'lui^'land  :  that  it  is  ours  to  kee]!  ;is  a  s;m  led  ehaiu'e  frotii  them 
and  to  surround  with  a  harrieade  that  shall  ^afel:ual■il  it  from  the 
forced  of  the  sellish  ixditieian,  the  shifty  spe.atlator  or  the  mad 
anarchist. 

oru  r.iiri'iiitKiirr. 

Cod  of  the   Nations!     'I'hoU   whose  nnu'lit 
Hath  led  us  from  the  dark  to  li-ht. 
Since    lu'st    a    puny    peo|ile    we 
Sotrnht   and   ohtainetl   onr    liherl.v  ! 
(irant.   we  heseech   Tliee,    for   the   earth 
A  iieace  that  shall  have  nohle  hirth! 
A  i.eaee  that  shall  lietiealh  iis  win--^ 
Knf.dd  the  hri.L:htest,  hot  of  thin--^! 
Keep   Tiiou    the   ix'.pple   of    that    land. 
Who  for  their  homes  .and  liresides  stand  ; 
'I'each  'I'liou  another  land  to  iv.-t 
Her  arms  and  hend  her  havmlity  laesl  ! 
r.riii;,'  Tliou  within  tlie  fold  of   riirh' 
All  wlio  are  jjla^cued  witli  war  and  Idiirht! 
And  hriiij,',  O  Cod.   in  tliis  new  year. 
A  n'i^'u  of  love  aud  not  of  fear. 
So  shall    we  kec|>  Thy    law   divine: 
So   shall    the    laud    no    more    repine; 
And  this  wide  w.U'ld.  oppressed  with  fear. 
Look  onward  to  a   hriuhter  year. 
Go<l  of  tlic  uations!     Thoti  Whose  nn-ht 
Hath  hrou^'ht  us  from  the  dark  to  li;:ht. 
(irant   \is  to   live  that  wo  may   lie 
Worthy  (Mu-  hirthri-ht  —  I.iherty  ! 
(From  "Contrasted  Son-s."  hy   Mari.m   Louixfellow.t 

Fiunily  associations  are  formed.  lik<'  our  own.  like  the  Alden 
Kindred  of  America,  the  Hohert  r.arllett  1  )eseend;mts.  jnid  tlioso  of 
many  otliers  who  came  over  to  lliis  country  hetween  IC'Jo  and  HMO. 
wherein  the;  conmion  ties  of  hlood  make  the  whol,.  world  heller  and 
l)ri^'hter.  And  so  you  are  doiui,'  a  .;;real  work  aud  an  impoi-tant  ono, 
you  Kt'iK'.'ilo^'ists.  in  tlie  economy  <d"  history.  Yours  is  a  work  that 
should   not   be  underrated. 
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To  your  li.inds  is  ciitnisU'd  tlic  kccpiii;;  iili\('  tin-  iiiciiioi-y  of 
tlie  deeds  ol'  tlmsc  wlioiii  you  rcpi'i'sci't,  ;iiid  yniir  work  will  foriii 
nil  iiiiilifiiiildc  pari  of  the  liistory  of  New  l']iij,daii(l  loii^'  a;,'cs  alter  we 
are  dust  aiul  liave  passed  from  si.ulit  and  ineiiiory. 

And  so  it  seems  to  me  that  the  kIo'T  is  not  all  to  those  who  fall 
in  l)attle;  that  e(iually  noble  is  the  haiul  that  places  a  wreath  upon 
the  memorial  of  his  or  her  ancestor,  as  the  hand  that  draws  the 
sword  fi-(.m  its  scabbard  in  defence  of  the  ideals  of  those  same 
ancestoi's. 

.May  your  society  ;,'row  in  sli-en^'th  and  its  members  add  i-ich 
sheaves  to  those  already  i^'arin'red    in   the  past. 

It  is  sweet  to  die  for  one's  connlry,  as  the  old  Latin  motto  reads, 
hut  it  is  ^'i-eat  to  live  for  hei\  and  that  is  what  you  are  doin-.  mem- 
bers of  the   Titinr   (Iciicdioi/icdl   ,s''^r/c///. 

I  thank  you  for  tlu'  coi'dial  ,i;reet in;.'  you  have  extended  to  me, 
the  stranger  within  your  i.'-ates.  who,  while  a  Puritan  of  the  I'nritans, 
does  not  hojie  to  .attain  the  liei-ht  of  a  Tower,  and  who,  in  clo<in-, 
would   voice  the  senliment  : 

'•.May  you  each  be  a  'i'ower  of  stn'n.;,'th  and  of  Joy  t(j  the  other, 
whi.e  life  basts,  and  a  sweet  memory  when  the  tinu'  comes  in  which 
you  shall  be  jratliered  to  your  fathers!" 


:\fucli  to  the  disapitointmeid  of  those  who  could  not  remain  nnlil 
the  folic. win,:,'  d.iy,  all  .i,'ronp  pictures  had  to  be  |M.sl|.one<l. 

In  the  evenim;  many  i,'athered  at  the  Old  Home,  and  ;is  it  was 
impossible  to  use  the  spacious  tent  on  the  lawn,  such  spe.d<in,u  as  was 
pn.vided  was  delivered  luider  dillicnlticvs  which  can  <.idy  be  appre- 
ci.ited  by  those  who  art'  fandliar  with  the  pl.in  of  Ibe  '•  ( >ld  Ilonn'." 
Several  informal  talk's  were  j,'iveu  by  oui-  I'l-esidi-nt,  .also  I,evi  Lincoln 
Tower.  Francis  JOmoiy  Tower,  I).  ]>.,  .and  others.  Waller  I,;nnont 
Tower  Kiive  a  short  l.alk  on  the  jiroiri-ess  of  the  .i,'ene.aloi,'ical  work,  .and 
drew  attention  to  some  of  the  results  .as  shown  on  tli<>  enl.ai^'ed  Ibrook 
and  .leremiah  Trees,      lie  spoke  in  part   as  follows: 

Dnrin-  the  past  year  it  has  been  sn--esled  by  sonn-  inlei-ested 
mend.ers  of  our  society  that  a  I'sycholo.iiical  (,Miesliomi;iii-e  be  sub- 
nnlted  to  elder  livin;,'  th'seendanis  t>l'  .lohn  Tower  (1)  with  ;i  view  to 
deterndnint,'  what  ai-e  the  dondnaid  characteristics  amom;  the  d(>s- 
cendants  which  seem  to  be  the  result  of  that  descent.  In  a  word,  who 
anioiii,'  the  thousands  of  livin;;  descend.ants  of  .lohn  Tower  is  neai'est 
the  true  type  of  our  connnon  ancest(U-".'  While  it  may  be  admitli'd  that 
purely  ment.al  char.acterist ics  are  so  fi;reatly  .affected  by  the  environ- 
ment of  the  various  individuals  th.at  a  study  .alon.i;  these  lines  nii.^ht 
not  innnediately  dev<'lop  much  d.ata  of  vahu';  upon  the  physical  side 
of  tile  question  there  seem  to  be  l.arf^e  possibilities.  It  is  the  hoiie  of 
those  most  interested  in  this  p:irti(ailar  line  of  tlmn,i,'lit  that  some 
definite  action  will  be  taken  to  bi'in.ir  this  subject  to  ymu-  .attention 
befm-e  the  next  reunion. 

In  closin;^  let  me  say  that  your  ('orr(>spondin.ir  Siua-et.iry  has  not 
lost  si^'iit  of  the  historical  part  of  his  work  and  som(>  dat.-i  of  a  purely 
historical  nature  have  already  been  collei-led.  We  ur-e  .all  our  niem- 
bei-s  and  other  interested  descendants  to  send  in  tlu'  Civil  War  Rec- 
ords of  any  Tower  descendants  of  which  they  have  kiiowledire. 

The  I'emainder  of  the  eveinn.;;  was  spent  in  social  ch.it  .and  list(ai- 
iug  to  sever.al  line  selections  of  iiujsic  rrom  the  orchestra. 
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Si:('OXl)   DAY,    MXV.    IS'I'H. 

Wc.itlicr  (■(indilious  had  soiiu'wliat  iiiipi'oN cd,  Imt  imt  snlliciriitly 
to  iMicdiira-ji'  a  lar^'o  attt'iidaiu-c  al  lli<-  scr,. ml  aiimial  incctiiiu'  of  tli.- 
Tower  (U'licalo.t^ical  Society,  wliidi  was  lield  in  Wilder  .Memorial  Hall. 
Soiitli  lliiiiili.im,  .Mass. 

Tlie  iH.ajor  portion  of  this  day  \\;is  ,1,'iveii  up  to  the  husiiiess  of 
the  Society.  .V  .^roup  picture  \\as  taken  .at  the  Old  Houie  so  lati'  in 
the  afternoon  that  many  weri'  absent  hecanse  (d'  a  (h-sire  to  i-eadi 
lionie  the  same  eveidn.LC.  'I'his  iiictnre  is  a  most  I'xcelleiit  one  and 
earefnl  study  of  the  faces  will  disclose  ;it  least  one  characteristic  that, 
in  tlie  o|iinion  o(  the  writer,  is  a  dislincl  mark  of  a  Tower.  Did  you 
notic(>   if/ 

.\s  a  most  appropri.ate  opening,'  to  the  seccjnd  annual  meelim:  of 
the  Tower  Cene.aloudcal  Society,  we  were  enteit.iin.'d  hy  onr  brother 
nieniher.  Kev.  Fr.mcis  Knioi-y  Towei-.  1 ).  1  >..  of  .MlKiny.  .\.  Y.  Dr. 
Tower   spake   as    follows  : 


TIIK     PRACnMCWI^     iniRITAX. 

I'.rothers  and  Sisters:  We  are  lineal  des.-end.iids  (d'  the  I'm-itans, 
and  wc  .are  not  ashamed  of  it. 

Our  e(.inmon  ancestor  was  .lohn  'I'ower.  .\nd  for  myself,  on  tlie 
iiiuternal  side,  I  trace  a  lineage  to  the  I.inc(dns.  a  name  of  repute 
both  in   .Massachusetts  and  in   I  Ik-  coindry  at    lai'^'<'. 

Sundy,  1  need  no  ap(do,-y  if,  on  this  historic  ;,'round  and  at  this 
iiieinorial  occasion,  my  thou.iiids  irresistibly  turn  to  the  Puritans  and 
their  work. 

.\nd  there  is  need,  l-'oi-  we  ha\e  f.illen  on  an  :i.i,'e  of  criticism 
and  of  scollin.i,'.  It  has  become  .almost  .a  fashion  to  |>oke  fun  at  I'uritan 
ideas  ,and  maimers. 

In  twentydive  yeai's  I  do  not  rememlier  to  have  seen  a  sin^rlo 
Laudatory  connneid  in  the  se(adar  newsi)apeis  of  the  hand:  but,  on 
tlie  coiitr.ai'y,  tlna'e  has  beiai  a  const.ant  out|iourin,u'  of  ridicaile  and 
deiireciation. 

From  earliest  years  T  had  .an  intimate  conviction  tliat  the  I'uri- 
taiis  wei-e  anioni,'  the  most  reniarkabk'  .i,'rouiis  of  men  that  have  ever 
appeared;  but  the  insidious  inlluence  of  ;i  constant  repetition  of 
depreciatoi-y  I'aillery  had  confused  my  impressions  and  planted  a  hujie 
iiiterr-.i.i,'ation  mark  at  the  end  of  my  creed  —  until  1  was  rou.sed  by 
th«!  ai)i>r()aeli  of  this  occasion  to  e.xandne  the  subject  anew  ;  and 
the  result  is  that  the  iuterro.iJiation  point  h.is  hi'en  forever  deleted 
and  cast  into  oblivion,  and  my  former  creed  has  reappeared  in  a 
now   edition  greatly   enlarged   and   improved. 

Certainly,  it  is  not  too  soon  that  this  society  has  been  organized: 
and  if  it  has  one  duty  more  s.icred  than  anotlior.  it  is  the  duty  of 
defending  the  fair  fame  of  our  I'uritan  ancestors  against  the  tbouglit- 
less  and  ignorant  criticisms  of  a  cei-tain  class  of  writers  wiio  repre- 
sent the  frivolous  (dement  of  a  very   restless  age. 

No,  our  I'uritan  fathei-s  were  not  f.inatics.  They  were  not  mere 
tlieorists.  'I'liey  were  not  one-siiled  religionists,  thinking  so  much 
about   the  (dher  world  that  Ihey   became  uidilted   for  this  world. 
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Oil  tlic  f'oiitnii-y,  it  may  lit'  doultti'd  if  tiici-c  was  ever  a  iiioro 
j)ractical  j,'rou|)  of  men  sei'ii  on  i-ailii   since  tinu-  hej^an. 

Their  achievements  proehiini  tiiis  fact  in  unmistalceahle  lanKuairf. 
Surely,    it   look    practical   ability    to   hew    down    forests,   j;rult   iij) 
stumps,   build   lo.i:   houses,   plant   oi'cliards   and    transform    a    howlin;; 
wilderness   into  a    fiuitful    lii'ld. 

It  tooU  practi.-al  ai)ility  to  found  clmrclies,  and  build  \\]>  from 
the  found.itiou  a  republican  connnonwealtli  w  liicli  at  tliat  time  had 
no  jtaralU'I,  and  since  has  iiad  no  supei'ioi-.  and  uiiich  was  the  <'orner- 
stone  upon  wliich.  and  the  model  accordinj;  to  wliich,  our  t,'r -at 
i-epublic  was  buihied. 

It  took  la-actical  ability  to  ^'ather  funds  .and  iilant  scliools  in 
every  connnuiiity,  and  found  llarv.ard  ('olle.^-e  within  six  years  from 
the  settlement  of  I'.oston,  layim:  the  fouiKbitions  of  the  most  rcmai'lc- 
able  system  of  -eiH>ral  popnlai-  e(hication  tiiat  tiic  world  lias  yet 
seen. 

It  took  practical  .ability,  and  the  transcendent  (pialities  of  a 
matchless  maidiood  to  organize  substantially  tli(>  whole  male  popula- 
tion into  a  frontier  army,  and  meet  in  desiierate  li;,'ht  their  savage 
foes,  outmunhei'inu  them  two  to  one.  and  wresi  victory  from  the 
bloody  Jaws  of  defeat,  jiayini,'  the  i>rice  of  tlie  herit;i;,'e  they  have  left 
us   in   the  streams  of  tiieir  own   heaii's   blood. 

In  view  of  su<-h  deeds  it  is  puerile  to  babiile  abo\it  tlicir  style  of 
dress  oi"  their  homesi)un  uuiunei'S. 

Tower  ;nul  (luality  are  niadi'  manifest  in  res\Uts  achie\cd  and 
not    in   a    few   transient    Items  of  attendant   cirtaimsiances. 

They  were  iiec\iliar;  a  little  different  from  any  |ie(,ple  tlial  liad 
yet  been  known  I  Weil,  so  were  the  Hebrews;  so  were  tlie  (Ii-eei^s;  so 
were  the  liomans.  And  by  tlieir  peculiai-itii's  they  were  each  lilted 
foi"  a  fjreat  and  necessaiw  worlc. 

Tile  riebrews  ij;ave  us  theolo.i,'y.  but  not  the  aits  of  life.  The 
Creeks  j^ave  us  art  and  the  be.LciIlniIl^^s  of  sci<'iice.  but  failed  in  the 
biiildini,'  of  .states.  The  Romans  were  almost  devoid  of  art  and 
philosophy,  but  they  built  the  most  in:i.jestic  emiiire  tliat  lias  yet 
aiipeared.  and  developed  a  system  of  laws  wliicli  constitute  the 
foundation  of  the  jurisprudence  of  the  most  advanced  nations  of 
to-day. 

Xone  of  tlies(>  jieoples  were  iierfect  in  the  sense  that  they  had 
all  desirable  (pialities  equally  developed;  they  had  their  limit.itions  ; 
hut  Just  because  of  their  limitations  they  were  spinially  lilted  to  do 
a  sjiecial  work  extremely  well,  and  become  eminent  beiielactors  of 
the  whole  race. 

P.eeause  the  Hebrew  saj^'es  felt  im|ielled  to  turn  their  almost 
undivided  attention  to  tlie  contemplation  of  reliLrioiis  themes,  we 
h.ave  the  Bible,  that  wonderful  liook,  the  hifihest  reli,i,'ious  authority, 
that  has  so  Kmsix'd  tlie  mind  and  heart  of  the  world  that  its  yearly 
output  nearly  (Mpi.-ils  that  of  all  other  liooks  combined. 

r.ecjiuse  the  (Jreek  mind  was  so  stroii^^ly  directed  to  m.itters 
of  art  and  iihilosoidiy.  we  have  those  unsurpassed  models  which 
have  inspired  and  t^uiiled  the  lienius  of  all  subsequent  time. 

And  because  the  Roman  thought  was  so  sin.u'ly  b(>nt  on  social  and 
Kovernniental  relations,  we  have  the  s(did  ftauid.a lions  on  which  to 
build   our   modern   states. 

It  is  plainly  not  the  Divine  plan  to  .i,'ive  all  possible  aptitudes  to 
one  people,  eiiiixiwered  to  do  all  forms  of  ser\ice  eiiually  well;  but 
rather  to  distribute  tliose  ^'ifts,  and  lit  e;i<-li  people  for  some  speci.il 
Kreat  service. 
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Ami  s\ir('ly  results  have  proxcil  Hint  tlic  I'uiMtaiis  wore  raised 
up  and  littcd  Ini-  a  iiii^'lity  work  which  they  ^^loriously  ac<-uiiiplislu»tl, 
and  it  is  piiciilc  to  find  fault  lu'causi'  llicy  wcrt-  not  eipially  lilted 
for  some  oIIht  worl;;  which  litness  (if  tliey  had  jxissessed  itj  would 
ln-ohaMy  lia\e  mililted  them  (in  iar.i,M'  measui-e)  Tor  the  woi-k  which 
they   did    perfoi'iii. 

Our  a(hniration  and  veneration  for  our  Puritan  forlioars  do 
not  i-eqiiire  us  to  hold  that  they  were  perfect  in  a  theoretical  siMisi; ; 
eiioULdi  that  they  were  \-ery  nearly  perfect  in  their  fitness  for  the 
work  which  it  was  their  liiLdi  callin;;  to  do,  not  <(nly  for  themselves 
hut    for   US. 

P.ut  in  makin-  this  concession  let  us  he  careful  that  we  do  not 
concede  l(.o   much. 

Wh.Mi  the  .ritic  assumes  to  Judu^e  them  jiy  the  standards  of  the 
present  day,  in  certain  m.-itlers  where  s<ience  and  advancin.u;  tliou;,'lit 
ha\e  hrou.:,'ht  new  Ji.Lcht  and  i-ev(dulionary  iliscoveries.  h(>  j,'oes  far 
.astray. 

It  w;is  inipossihle  that  they  should  jud.i^'e  and  act  accordinj,'  to  a 
li.^iit  that  h.Md  not  yet  dawned,  and  it  is  ahsurd  to  hold  them  faulty 
hecause  they  did  n(jt  do  so;  they  nnist  ho  Judj,'ed  hy  the  li;,dit  which 
tliey  had  and  hv  the  reco^'nized  st.mdards  of  the  ai,'e  in  which  thi-v 
lived. 

This  prin'-i|ile  is  well  luiderstood.  l'\)r  example,  wo  should  think 
it  unfair  to  jud-e  the  earlv  temiierauce  leaders  hv  the  standai-ds  of 
to-day. 

Now,  lemiiei-.auce  means  total  ahstinont'o,  and  the  temi)eranco 
I'ofoi-m  aims  at  i)r.diiiiitioii  ;  and  already  more  th.an  two-thirds  of  the 
territory  of  the  I'nited  States  is  under  prohiltitorv  laws;  either  State 
or  local. 

P.ut  wliat  did  it  nu'an  wli(>n  the  j,'roat  movement  was  detiuitely 
stai-ted   hy   the  "  \Vashinj,'tonians,"   ahout   two  ,i,'enerations  iX'^o'i 

Wliy,  tiien  temperance  was  delined  to  mean  "moderate  drink- 
inic;"  and  the  pled-e  tliat  was  then  cinaUaled  read  as  follows:  "We. 
the  un(lersi.i.';ned,  lierehy  pledj,'e  ourselves  to  ahstaiu  from  the  use  of 
intoxieatiu.i,'  liciuoi-s  as  a  hoverage  e.veept  ale,  hoer,  wine  and  cider." 

Now,  it  is  jilain  that  if  thesi'  men  had  known  what  we  know  — 
what  advaneiui;  seionee  has  proved  —  that  alcohol  is  always  injurious 
in  any  (piantity  whatever,  snnill  or  larjio,  they  would  stand  eouvieted 
of  intemper.nnce  in  their  so-ealled  moderate  drinkiuL,'.  And  any  jier- 
son  wiio  should  take  their  ijrounil  to-day  would  he  promptly  read  out 
of  the  i-.anks  of  reform  and  stii,'matized  as  a  reactionary  of  the  worst 
type. 

liut  we  do  not  so  jud.i^e  the  Washiu^'touians.  hecause  they  verily 
helievt'd  (and  there  was  thou  no  evitlence  to  the  contrary),  that  a 
moderate  use  of  the  niildi'r  liquors  was  hannless.  and  oven  benofieial. 
'i'hey  acted  up  to  the  lit,dit  which  they  had  and  we  honor  tliom  as 
pioneers   in   a  ^'ceat   reform. 

Ai»ply  this  jirinciple  to  the  Piuitans  and  the  .ijreati'r  part  of 
current  criticism    is  seen   to   he   baseless. 

They  are  most  often  accused  of  a  lack  of  toleration:  they,  of 
all  men:     \Vhy,  they  wei-e  the  vt-ry  authors  and  pioneers  of  toleration. 

I'.efore  them  such  :i  thin.i,'  was  practically  unknown.  .Not  only 
the  P.apists  :ind  tin-  Church  of  Kn-land  persecuted,  hut  so  did  all  the 
colonies  of  any  considei-.ihle  size,  and  it  was  the  Puritans  who  led 
the  wa.v  to  au  advanci-d  position. 
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Roger  \\'illi:iiiis  wiis  a  I'uritau.  IIo  was  pastoi-  i.f  the  I'lii-itaii 
cliureli  at  Salciii  wiiicli  i,M\('  liiiii  much  syiiipal  liy.  I'.ut  lie  was  a  vciy 
(lisputatidiis  individual  and  his  hrnthci-  I'lirilaiis  a1  lir-^i  natiii- 
ally  could  iKit  follow  liiiii  wholly;  Iml  they  did  so  laid-;  and  ilic 
Io.i,Mcal  ri'sult  of  the  whole  I'uritan  nio\-enienl  is  seen  in  tiie  alisnlule 
toleration   (in  mailers  otoiiinion)   llial  pi'evails  in  oui-  land  (u-day. 

And  it  ill  liecMuies  those  who  enjoy  the  ti'uils  i,f  their  slru-Ldes 
iind  victories  to  de!am<>  them  because  they  re(|uired  a  lillle  lime  in 
wliieh  to  complete  their  woi'k  ;  liecause,  fmsoDlh,  they  did  not  leap  at 
a  hound  from  the  nnddk-  of  the  sevi-nfeenth  ceidury  to  the  summit 
of  tile  uiueteeiith  1 

Just  as  we  hail  the  Washiu^^tuniaus  as  refiU'iners  liecause  they 
acted  ui»  to  the  liirht  which  thi-y  had  ami  took  a  step  in  advance,  so 
wi'  hail  the  early  I'uritaiis  liecause  they  lirst  .huianded  soid-liherty 
f<ir  themsi'lves,  and  then  soon  saw  and  proclaimed  tliat  it  nnisi 
he  enjoyed  hy  e\ei-yoiie  else. 

In  like  manner  it  would  he  easy  to  show  that  nearly  all  the 
criticisms  thai  have  lieen  made  u|»>n  the  Turilau  a.i^e  were  either 
trivial,  or  haseless.  or  e\ en  su.^-^'estive  of  really  admirahle  liaits. 

r.ut  tiiiii'  fails.  It  is  hotter  to  turn  the  suhject  round  and  note 
some  (jf  the  items  of  their  ,i;reat  and  orii,'iiial  work. 

.\m\  at  the  very  outset  one  is  aslimished  at  their  versatility,  and 
their  inteu.se  intelleclual  activity,  and  the  ,;:;i'eat  numhei-  of  new 
practical  ideas  of  which  they  wore  tlie  oriL^inators ;  ideas  now  per- 
fectly familiar  to  tis  all,  hut"  then  unheard  of  (or  ue.irly  so)  h.\  the 
world   at  lar.LTe,  hut  which  siiiei-  have  jK'rvaded   the  world. 

Kspecially  is  this  true  of  that  .Ljroup  of  ideas  that  are  sunnneil 
U])  ill  the  word  I  )eniocracy. 

]  )eiuocra1icaI  p)vernnient  in  the  modern  sense  may  almost  he 
said  to   he  their  own   in\-ention. 

In  Mil  a.t;<^  when  the  di\ine  ri.Lclit  of  kin,i,'s  and  hishops  was  jn'acti- 
cally  iiii(|uestioiied  they  avo^\•ed  their  delerminal  ion  to  found  "a 
ehureli  without  a  hisliop  and  a  state  ^\•itllonl  a  kiiiL,'.""  and  they 
actually  aci-omplished  the  marxelous  task. 

'Phe  Ke\olution  and  the  formation  of  the  I'eder;il  Repuhlic  was 
the  direct  outcome  of  the  commoiiwealth  of  .Massachusetts  and  llu> 
New  lOiiiilaiid  confederation  which  they  or.i,^Mui/.ed  ;  and  historians  are 
swift  to  assure  us  that  it  was  this  .i^reat  event  that  tired  the  he.irts 
of  the  French  people  and  overthrew  the  throne  of  the  r.onrhons.  And 
all  tile  world  knows  that  this  led  on  (throu-h  mi-lity  stru--lesi  to 
IIk;  wonderful  movement  of  ISIS  which  rea<-lie.l  and  liheralized  n.'arly 
every   ;4overnmeut   of   JOurope. 

'The  lirst  written  constitution  known  to  history  was  iieiiiied  in 
the  <-ahiu  of  the  .May-lMower ;  and  what  nation  in  ('hristemlom  has 
not  Olio  to-dayV     More  than  two  hundred  h.ave  heeii  adopted  since. 

And  we  are  fast  awakening'  to  th(>  fact  that  the  defects  of  our 
own  system  arise  from  an  imperfect  application  of  I'uritan  principles 
—  that  the  true  remedy  for  the  so-called  -'evils  of  democracy"  is 
more   (lemociacy. 

This  fact  is  well  illustrated  hy  the  story  of  the  Irishman  who 
had  lieard  that  feathers  niak(>  a  .i;ood  pillow:  so  he  -ot  >nic  and 
|. laced  it  on  a  rock  and  passed  the  niixht  with  his  head  upon  it.  He 
did  not  sle(>p  well;  .and,  heiii.L,'  asked  what  he  lliou-lit  of  Cealhers  lor 
a  pillow,  he  declared  that  he  had  tried  one  and  it  aliiK.sI  killed  him, 
and  if  he  had  liad  two  he  would  ivrtaiiily  have  died. 
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I*iit  ho  \v;is  luistjikeii ;  \\ii:it  Ik'  nccdod  was  more  t'cathcrs  ;  and 
what  w(?  iu'(m1  is  luori'  siuioii-piirc  I'mitan  (l('iiio<-racy,  and  more  is 
coniin.L,'  fast.  Ah'cady  sixty  c-itics  and  \ilia;,'('s  have  tlie  new  lorni  of 
,i,^)\('nnii('nt  hy  connnission.  as  it  is  callcnl;  and  no  less  than  twenty 
states  ha\-e  ( \\iioIly  or  partially)  ado|)Ied  the  Initiative  and  Keferen- 
(hun,  wliirli  constiliite  the  iiiuhwater  mark  of  popnlar  eonli-ol. 

And  fnrtlier  it  is  to  the  IMiritiin  tliat  wi-  owe  tlie  iih'a  of  local 
self-Ill, rcniunnt.   whieli    is   now   everywiiere  applauded. 

Tiiey  ina\i:;nrale(l  it  hy  Jiandin-  over  (at  the  outset)  to  th<' 
towns  tlie  control  of  loeal  mailers  throu-h  the  "town  meelim:." 
than  which  then'  could  not  he  a  more  democratieal   institution. 

'j'hey  helieved  that  the  close)-  the  ^oveiinnent  is  lirouudit  to  the 
IX'Ojile  tile  heller.      And   who  doidits   it  to-dayV 

Little  .hihiiny  -ave  a  hint  of  a  m'eat  truth  when  the  t<'ai-her  asketl 
l)im  why  he  scratched  his  head.  "  Leciuise,"  said  lie,  "  iiohody  els(» 
knows  Just   whert>  it   itches." 

'I'he  i)eoi)Ie  tiieinselves  know  hest  their  own  iii'eds  and  jiiihts. 
and  in  thi'  hm;;  run  can  hi'  trusted  to  [lUt  i)i  foi'ce  the  hest  ineasui-cs. 

This  the  I'lirilans  helieved,  and  their  faith  in  the  j.eople  has 
ho)iie  i^lorrous  fruit;  aixl  there  is  )no)'e  yet  in  stori-  foi-  the  future. 

I'opular  education  was  a))olhei-  I'urita)!  idea.  Lefore  they  came 
hei'e  such  a  thiii;^  had  not  even  heeii  dreai))e(l  of,  and  hut  a  small 
percenlau<'  of  the  teemin.L,'  hordes  of  lOiiroiie  could  write  or  even  I'cad 
Iheii-  own  names  ! 

r.ut  no  soojier  were  they  ho'e  and  f)'ee  to  act  than  they  pjanti'd 
the  school  and  the  chuich  side  hy  side  i]i  evoy  community,  and  with 
wondeifu!  zeal  and  self-sacrilicini,'  liherality.  estahlished  a)id 
develojied  that  system  of  ,i,'e]K'ral  edui-ation  wiiich  is  now  seen  to  he 
the  \-ei-y  co)-iiei'stone  of  the  pi'ospeiaty  or  even  the  existence  of  a 
reptd.Iican  slate. 

If  Ihei'e  wci'e  nothing;  else  to  tlieir  cre(ht  they  ou-ht  to  he  lield 
in  evei-lastini;  i'eniemh)-a)ice  for  thus  openi]).ij;  to  the  people  the  i,'ates 
of  Tmht.  and  niakin-  it  possihle  for  them  to  cast  off  fi-o))i  tliein  the 
mosl   -allin-  of  all  chains,  the  chains  of  i-noi-ance  and  supei'stitioii. 

r.ut  time  would  fail  to  state  evoi  hrietly  the  many  items  in  the 
hill  of  |iai'ticul;i)-s  that  stand  to  the  credit  of  (tui'  I'uriian  fallie)-s. 
'Their    vei-satile  .i^Ojiiis    left   few    snh.jects   untouche<l. 

Their  i(h>as  on  taxation,  on  economy  in  ]iuhlie  expenditiii-es,  on 
the  e(|iiitahle  distrihiilion  uX  wealth,  on  the  thity  of  evi'iy  one  to  he 
usefully  (Miiployi-d,  on  the  strict  and  impartial  eiifojcemenl  of  the 
laws,  on  immi.:;)'atioii  and  o)i  monopoly  wei-e  such  essentially  as  aic 
held  hy  advanced  thinkers  of  to-(hiy.  a)id  showed  a  maivelons  pre- 
sciciKc  of  the  iiei-ils  of  the  future. 

.\nd  as  a  I'esult.  visitors  f)-o)ii  the  old  counti-y  have  left  on  I'ecrd 
theii-  a(hnii-atio))  of  tl)e  j,'oud  onle)-  and  general  prospei  ity  that  pi-e- 
vailed  amo)i.i,'  the  riD'itaiis,  assertint,'  that  one  mv^M  livi"  ajuoiii,'  thoii 
year  after  yeai"  and  "never  see  a  d)-u)ikai-d.  lie.ir  an  oath,  oi-  ]iieet 
ii  he-L^a)',"  and  that  the  avei'ai^e  (hiratio)i  of  human  life  was  donhle 
that  of  KiD'oiK-: 

'I'hese  facts  show  that  ou)-  rui'ita))  fm-heai's  were  emphatically 
jiionee!-s.  'i'hey  were  pi-oici-essives  and  not  stand-patters.  They  stood 
in  the  front   laiilc.     They  were  thi'  le.iders  of  their  a.i,'e. 

'i'liey  weie  )iot  afraiil  to  ti-y  )iew  measures.  As  eonditions 
ehan-ed  they  wei'e  j'eady  to  chan,i,'e  their  methods,  nud  to  met't  evei-y 
new    e.\ii,'ency    with    ;i    new    expedient. 

Well  would  it  he  if  thei'e  wei'(>  more  such  men  to-ihiy;  me)).  a))d 
even   good   men.   are  all   too  aid   to  get    in   a    )ut,   and   keep  on   doin- 
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certain  things  for  no  Ix'tfcr  roason  llian  11i.il  mi'ii  have  been  ddiiiu' 
thoni  for  a  lon.i;  wiiiU',  oblivions  of  the  fact  that  the  n.iHlit iniis  which 
rendered  those  measures  advisable  have  cbaui^cd  or  c\cii  wholly 
I>assed  away. 

They  are  as  unfortunate  as  tiie  colored  gentleman  who  ^'ot  ninr- 
rietl;  and  when  the  i)arson  reached  tiie  place  in  the  service  w!ier(- 
he  said  to  tlie  dusky  bride,  "  You  lake  tliis  man  for  bettei-.  for  woi-se." 
she  l)ecame  suspicious  and  broke  out,  sayiuLC,  "  N'o.  I  don't.  I  lake 
lilni  jest  as  he  is.  If  he  ^'els  any  heller  I'm  'fraid  he'll  die,  and  if  li<; 
gets  any  wuss  I'll  kill  him  myself." 

It  is  evident  tliat  this  f,'entleman  was  under  heavy  lM)nds  to 
stay  about  as  he  was.  And  so  there  are  some  stand-i)attei-s  who 
l»eeonie  sad  hindrances  to  pro^'ress,  because  they  lack  that  alerlness 
of  mind,  tliat  versatility  of  .i,'eidus,  that  enabled  the  I'urit.ans  to  rise 
above  th(>ir  a^'e  and  blaze  a  uv.w  |)ath,  not  only  in  the  material  wil- 
derness, but  in  the  realm  of  thoui^ht  and  of  i)i'actical  ;ichieveiiient. 
Tlioy  measured  up  to  the  sentiment  of  the  poet   when  he  wrole: 

"New   occasions   teach   new   duties. 
Time  makes  ancient  i,'ood  uncouth: 
They  nnist  upward  move  and  onward 
Who  would  keep  abreast   with   truth." 

But  how  did  it  happen  that  a  peoi)le  who  were  so  deeply  reii.i^ious. 
who  made  relij;ion  the  chief  business  of  lif(>,  and  the  institutions  of 
reli;^ion  the  center  around  winch  everything  else  was  made  to  i-evid\-e 
—  how  did  it  happen  that  sucli  a  people  coidd,  at  the  same  time, 
possess  sucli  an  unetpialed  practical  versatility,  and  such  i-nic 
ethciency   in   handlin;;  all  .secular  affairs? 

'I'lie  answer  to  this  ([uestion  briiii^s  into  vii-w  one  of  the  most 
momentous  facts  that  stand  connected  with  Innnan  progress,  and  that 
is  that  tlie  reli;j;ious  element  in  humaiuty  is  tlie  contrcdlint,'  element; 
that  its  inspirations  are  necessary  to  arouse  and  quicken  lower 
capacities  and  brinj;  them  to  their  prc)i)t'r  etliciency,  and  make  a  man, 
reall.v  a  man  cai)able  of  a  man's  woi'k. 

It  happened  as  it  did  with  the  Turitans  because,  in  the  n.-itnre 
of  tliiuf^s,   it  could  not  happen  in  any  other  way. 

It  was  because  the.v  measured  up  to  a  hif^h  standard  in  the  activ- 
ity of  the  relii,MOUs  faculty  that  th(>y  also  measured  hi.udi  in  so  many 
other  ways. 

It  is  a  false  notion  that  we  can  develop  and  Imild  up  to  a  lofty 
standard  all  those  faculties  that  stand  in  diri'ct  relation  to  secular 
things,  and  reach  a  hif.;h  de^ri'c  of  se<ular  jirosperity,  wilhouf  the 
help  of  religion,  and  then  perchanci>,  add  religicai  as  .an  aftertluaight 
and  a  kind  of  lu.xury. 

Religion  is  not  a  lu.xury;  it  is  a  necessity;  it  is  not  an  after- 
thought; it  is  a  leading  and  controlling  thought  all  the  way  along, 
and  without  its  powerful  aid  we  could  never  climl)  the  ui)grad(>s 
of  progress. 

Take  the  very  prosaic  matter  of  projier  houses  to  live  in.  We 
have  them;  l>ut  how  did  we  get  them?  Did  we  come  by  them  by 
merely  acting  under  the  stress  of  oiu'  physical  and  secular  needs? 
Not  at  all.  History  assures  us  that  the  first  houses,  built  witli 
suHicient  care  and  cost  and  architectural  skill  to  be  worthy  of  l  h<^ 
name,  were  not  the  houses  of  men  but  the  houses  of  (Jod,  the  temples 
of   worship,   the  structures   which   man   made   under  the  insiaratiou 
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niid  uplift  .if  the  rcliu'inus  sciitinicnt  ;  :iri(l  t(.-<l;iy  tlic  furcinost  struc- 
tuics  of  Ihc  world  ill  tlicsc  re^Mnls  ;mc  tlic  catlirdrals  of  Kuropo,  with 
SI.   I'i'tor's.  of  Itoiiic.  :it  their  hoiul. 

Do  y(»ii  sec  the  l.-ssou  here  t.-m^'htV  It  fciuii-cd  the  ;j;n'at  thouu'lit 
of  (Jod  s(.  to  stir  and  .pii'lvf"  tin'  powi'rs  of  man  that  h<,'  hecaiiic  altle 
to  conceive  and  execute  noble  work  for  the  {,'lui-y  of  his  Creator, 
and  wlien  this  h:i<l  taken  jilace  then  the  power  was  his  to  do  sinnlar 
work   for  the  welfare  of  men. 

llistorv  will  tell  vou  that  all  i-hilosoidiy,  art  and  science  took 
tlieir  st:irt"aud  had  their  ;,'rowth  under  the  inspiration  and  fjuidanco 
.,f  the  reli-ious  sentiment;  that  the  lirst  and  noblest  statues  and 
paiiitiii'-s  represented  reliLjious  ideas;  that  poetry  and  music  may 
almost  be  said  to  have  been  born  amid  the  surpliced  choirs  of  the 
temple-  that  the  lirst  books  of  every  poopli'  dike  our  Hihle)  have 
been  tlu-ir  books  of  relii,'ioii.  and  that  .schools  and  collej,'es,  out  of 
which  have  come  the  vast  advances  of  modern  knowledKO  and  science, 
have  evervwhere  been  founded  by  reli.^'ious  leaders,  as  the  Puritans 
themselve;  t\.unded  Harvard  and  Yale,  and  t..  whose  spirit,  working 
like  leaven  thromih  the  years,  we  owe  the  ^Mvat  system  of  education 
whicli  blesses  o\U'  land  to-(hay. 

\nd  thus  we  umh'rst.-.nd  the  Puritans.  Tlu^y  were  men  of  faith. 
Thev  believed  in  (Jod.  and  stood  fast  as  seeing  Him  who  is  invisible, 
•'riiev  believed  in  innnortality.  and  were  '''>7;'til>7''^'Y;^l  »^>'  ^P^''^; 
ual  realities  which,  in  their  vivid  s.ml  vision,  they  beheld  as  deailj 
•,s  any  of  the  objects  which  the  eye  sees  or  the  hand  touches. 
M,d  t  ev  bdieved  with  all  their  hearts  in  a  Divine  Ktc-rnal 
Law'  K  miteousness  which  can  nev<>r  he  subverted,  or  ohan^'e(  or 
•  H-ated  of  its  hnal  retributions;  and  they  were  consumed  vMth  a 
/;,.,.'  /eal  to  see  this  law  mad.'  triumphant  not  only  in  chun-h 
but  instate  as  well.     -Vnd  thus  we  understand  their  jx^wer  to  build 

"'"savs  Froude,  the  historian:  "You  may  take  my  -ord  for  U  tl.jt 
.,,1  thai  is  ;,'rand.  sublime.  ..f  heneht  U>  the  ra.e    has  coine  <''[/;'; 

One  lesson  and  one  onlv  history  may  be  said  to  repeat  NMt 
di.'tin'ctness    t  u^      he  w<,rld  is  somehow  built  on  moral  fom.dat.ons." 

Vo  umierstand  the  Puritans  when  we  understand  their  faith. 

Ve  erstaiid   their   inextinguishable   love  of   ^''-'ty  =  /o^^,  -^^ 

,.„„,d    men    who    believed    in    the   universal    suprema.-y    «f    »    ^'^'"^ 
Krerna!  Law  ever  .i;rovel  at  the  footstool  of  an  erring  mortal,  he  he 

"''■'r;m.rinu,rS>m,uSs,  mutilations,  tortures^  massacre  itself,  were 

'  ■"-■nml.-staud  t.^.i-onse  moral  -nes.e.;^n^  thei^fai^ 
hail  tiuKlit  tl"'"i  t..  lvi;.ii.l  ""'"<"'>     "'    ,,„  \,iat,tv  I,aw  Olver  of 

""■"",      "r      ,      V,   u  .  .1'        1  tVt-ii-  marv,.l.iu«.  unllinol.lUB  <-,rar«p.; 

true   man.  ,  ,     n^j^iitv  that  will  wash 

coan;gr'"l.s-V.::L';;   is   unuVolo,;   fron,    Marston   Moor   ,o   Bunker 
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Hill.  Siiys  Ihc  liislorinii,  "A  cow.-inl  .-111(1  .1  I'liril.iii  h.'V.t  w.Mit 
togc'tlior." 

Ill  Kiii,'l:iiul  they  l.ravctl  the  sorest   pcrsciU  i.m  U>\-  llicir  r;iil!i. 

At  till'  oullirc.-ik  of  the  Itcvolutioii  tlicy  wfiv  Hk'  lii'sl  t"  Iniii 
(lfli:im-e  to  llic  llritish  tlirom-.  Aii.l  in  the  \v;ii-  s\  hi.-li  rollowcd  M.iss;.- 
cliusctts,  their  eliief  eoluiiy,  ixjured  out  lier  treasures  witlioul  stiiil  -  - 
ill  amount  ten  tiim-s  .greater  than  N'iru'inia.  Maryhiml.  (;eor,-ia  and 
North  and  Soutii  (."arolina  coniliiiied.  She  sent  in. ire  soldiers  lo  llie 
army  in  iiroportion  to  her  luipuhition  tiian  any  other  eohmy  ;  the 
Khirious  total  hi-im;-  niore  llian  twice  that  of  ilie  six  simlliern  eoionies 
l»iit  tot^i'ther. 

And  when  at  an  i-arlier  period  the  I'nritaiis  were  called  to  deleiid 
their  hninhle  homes  a.i^ainst  harharous  Irihes  handed  lor  liieir  destruc- 
tion, thev  took  tlieir  lives  in  their  hands  and  marched  out  tJirou-h 
the  Deci'inher  snows  to  the  fort  ot  the  Xarra.^ansetls.  (leleiided  hy 
douhle  their  own  nuiiiher.  and,  climhini,'  upon  each  others  slioiildeis, 
leaped  down  into  the  midst  ol"  i.ainted  sava.ues  and  crushed  them  111 
one  ot  the  hloodiest  li-lits  which  history  records. 

One's  heart  stands  still  in  view  (d"  such  a  scene  as  this!  Surely 
thev    were    men    in    real   earnest. 

None  of  those  who  scoff  at  them  would  wish  to  meet  lliem  on  tlie 
hattlolield. 

'I'hey  were  real  men;  .i,'eiiuiiie  men;  men  not  to  he  ridiculed  and 
criticised  hut  respected,  and  in  all  essentials  imitated;  men  such 
as  our  country  needs  ;it  this  very  hour;  men  such  as  the  poet  had  in 
mind   when    he   wrijte: 

"Cod  iiive  us  men;  a  time  lil<e  this  demands 
Strong  minds,  lar.w  hearls.  true  faith,  and  ivady  hands. 
.Men  whom  the  lust  for  ollice  cannot   Uill  : 
.Men  whom  the  si»oils  of  ollice  c.iiiiiol   hiiy  : 
Men  who  possess  convictions  and  a  will: 
Men  who  have  honor;  men  who  will  not  lie: 
Men  who  c.-iii  stand  hef(n-e  a  deina.LCo,L,Mie 
,\nd  han  his  treacherous  fallacies  without   hlinkin,:,': 
Tall  men,  sun-crowned,  who  live  ahove  the  fcLC 
In  puldic  duty  and  in  jirivate  thinkin- 
I'^or  while  the  many  with  tlu^ir  thumli-worn  creeds, 
Their  lars^e  professions  and  their  littl(>  deeds, 
>riii,u;le  ill  selfish  strife,   lo,   Freedom   wecjis. 
^^'l•on.^'  rules  the  land   and   waitiim  justice  sleeps." 

Ivssentiallv  the  idea,  as  1    conceive,  of  Tlic  I'nirliinl  I'lirihiii. 


The  second  annual  nieetiuiX  (d"  the  Tower  <  ieiiealo.^ical  Society 
was  called  to  order  hy  our  I'resideiil.  Ce.n-e  Warren  Tower,  with 
these  hrief  remarks: 

L(i<li(s  (iiid  dotUciiicii.  Mviith<-r><  of  Ihc  'r<>irrr  F,tiinhi  Ori/tunui- 
lioii:  I  am  ^lad  to  welcome  you  here  at  this  se.'on.l  i^atherim:  ol  our 
kindred  at  the  home  of  our  ancestor,  .h-lin  'I'ower  (1  ).  To  Mcw  the 
scenes  familiar  to  so  many  .u'enerations  of  your  ancesimx  and  meet 
vour  widelv  scattered  kindred,  is  your  |.rivile.-e  t,.  day.  Many  ..1  the 
scenes  and  incidents  of  this  .i^Mtlierin-  may  never  he  toi-ollen.  jin.l 
Ihey  may  hecome  a  tradition  with  your  childreirs  children.  Drink 
deep  of"tliis  fountain  of   inspiration.      It   will  do  y..u   uood.      I   km.w 
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tliis  rr.iiii  .■xpciicn.c  ;iu«l  wiiiit  you  i<>  IkmicIiI  .-is  I  1im\c.  to  llw  cud 
tlial  our  lives  iiiay  lie  uiorc  uscl'ul  ;iii(l  our  ;iii«cstoi-s  lionoroil. 

I  ui-.^'i'  ill!  uumhIm'i-s  of  our  So<-icly  nnd  ;ill  'I'owcr  (IrsiciitlMiits  to 
licjir  in  uiiud  lli:il  one  ol'  liic  uiosi  wortli.\-  oIiJitIs  lor  which  \vc  :irc 
sli'iviu.i,'  is  ((>  raise  sulliciciil  funds  lo  secure  a  modest  and  eii<hirin^' 
luoiiunient  to  mark  tiu"  reslini;  place  of  the  hones  of  our  <-omm()ii 
ancestor  John  Tower  (1).  \o  donation  is  too  small  to  receive  tiic 
hcai-tie^l  a|ilH-cciation.  (A  furtiier  i^efcreiice  to  (mw  memorial  ma\  In; 
foun<l   in   the   iutrodudion. ) 

Vou  w  ill  now  listen  to  the  reports  of  the  secretaries  and  ti-easurer. 

Roll  call  at  tiK'  second  annual  nieelin-  of  the  'I'ower  (lenealo-ical 
Society,  indicated  I'd  meniliers  ]. resent  in  person,  dl  represented  liy 
proxy.'  and  an  estimated  attendance  of  od  de^(cn<lants  who  w.-re  not 
mem'hei-s  of  the  society. 

Minutes  of  tin-  lirst  annual  nieeliu-  wci'e  read  and  approved. 
'I'he  rccoi-diuLC  secretary  then  delivered  his  rep(ut  Un-  the  ye;ir  as 
fodows: 

iM'X'ORDixo  si{:cri<:tak»v's  ki<:port. 

'I'o  mcmhers  of  the  'Power  (ienealoLcical  Society  and  otlu'rs  jiresent 
I   take  pleasure  in  suhmittin;,'  the  following'  i-e]M.rl  : 

'I'otal  mend)ership  ai-plications  received  to  May  ."'.Ist.  11IH».  two 
hundred  and  thirty.  The  soch'ty.  hy  aulh..rity  of  its  exi-eutive  olli- 
cers.  has  issued  one  honorary  life  mend>ership  to  John  .Madison  Tower 
(SI  Of  Wilson.  X.  Y.  This"  eertilicate  of  memhership  was  presented 
to  .Mr.  Towt^r  ui)on  his  one  hundredth  hirthday.  April  otli.  lOKi. 

Of  these  l';;()  applicants.  11  Wert-  for  life  mendiership.  Several 
a|ii'licants  have  not  yet  reci'ived  theii"  c-ertilicates  hecause  of  tin-  fact 
that  sudicii'nt  eviden'ce  of  their  line  of  descent  from  John  'fow.'r  (1  I 
has  not  lieen  furnished  to  your  correspon.lin-  s.'crelary.  Thri-e  of 
our  mendiers  have  die.l,  li>avin-  a  total  active  mtMuhershiii  of  l^LJS. 

I  will  hrietiv  state  the  impnrtaid  events  occurring'  within  your 
organization  since  the  issue  of  the  IDO'.)  report.  On  Septemher  1st, 
lOO'.i.  2.()()(»  Joiui  'I'ower  Ter-Centeuary  ri>p<'i"ts  were  issued  and  a 
copy  mailed  to  every  descendant  whose  address  ai)peared  upon  ot\r 
mailing  lists.  .V  circular  letter  accompanyini,'  this  rei)ort  made  a 
stri)n;,'  aiM'eal  for  memhership  in  the  new  society.  While  the  results 
were  .^ratifyini,'  they  hardly  reached  the  expectations  justili<'d  hy  the 
interest  displayed  at  the   r.H»!>  reuinon. 

An  enthushistie  cxeontive  hoard  me<;tin,i;  was  held  on  Septondier 
liOth.  11»0'.».  at  the  home  of  y(Uir  I'residcMit.  IMans  for  f<iture  develop- 
ment were  discussed  and  the  ollicers  felt  that  .vour  society  was  well 
launched  uiion  its  career. 

On  May  17th,  li»l(t,  hy  i-esolution  of  the  executive  hoard  the  fol-- 
lowint,'  menihi'i-s  of  vour  society  were  ai)pointed  a  conunittee  on  annual 
meeting;  and  reiunon.  (;eorj,'e  Warren  Tower.  Francis  Letin  Tower, 
Levi    Lincoln  Tower,   Oliver  'J'ower  and  Mrs.   Sarah    (Ileald)    Tower. 

How  well  they  have  performed  their  didies  you  who  are  now 
attenilinj:  this  second  animal   reunion  nuist  .jud.ue. 

1  heir  your  indnlu'ence  for  a  fi'W  moments  while  I  offer  some  suir- 
"est ions  and  re<-onunendations  that  have  forced  themselves  ui>'">  i".v 
attention  as  a  result  of  my  lai)ors  as  your  recordin-  secretary  and 
eolh-ctor  durini,'  the  past  year. 

First-  I  would  sujruest  a  i-hau-e  in  the  method  ot  eollectinir 
memhership  fe(,"S  and  animal  dues.  The  simi'lost  method  is  usually 
the  h<-st  and  hence,  I  would  recamnend  that  all  moneys  he  paid  direct 
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to  the  ti'casui'ci-;  siu-li   restrict iuns  iK-iiii,'  iihicrd   ii|)(iii   this  (jIIhci-  :is 
secuis  liost  to  tilt'  oxi'cutivt'  bo.ird. 

Sccoiul:  I  would  su,i,';,'ost  that  tlic  lidxir  of  the  vaiiwus  olIiciTs  he 
perforiiiod  at  sut-h  times  and  jdaces  as  to  llieiii  sccins  iicst.  This  or- 
f,'anizatioii  is  not  yet  in  a  hnancial  iMJsilion  lo  <.ri'ei-  its  ollicers  any 
reeoiapense,  tlierefore.  centi-alization  (it  tlie  \voi'l<  uC  the  sociely  at  a 
main  olhee  seems  to  me  impractical.  I  would  reconnnend  rein'csei.- 
tation  of  the  society  work  lor  each  and  e\-ery  memher  wf  youi'  cxccm- 
tive  hoard. 

If  you  wish  me  to  coutiuue  as  your  Ifecordin-  Secretary  fur  the 
coming  year,  I  nuist  aslv  you  to  relieve  me  (it  llic  duties  of  cdlleciur. 
I  urj,'e  you  to  adopt  somc!  amendment  to  .\rlicle  1\',  section  .'  of  your 
ijy-hnvs. 

I  siucorelv  hoiie  that  every  one  of  .\du  nieiuhers  and  nou-menihers. 
friends  and  iiei,ii;hliors.  who  have  the  pleasure  of  attendin-  this  meel- 
irif;  and  reunion  are  ha\-iu^'  a  most  enjoyalile  time.  I  thank  .vou  all 
for  your  kind  atteidion. 

KesjiectfuUv  sidimitled. 

I'KAXcis  m:().\  T()Wi:u. 

h'ii-iirdiii!/  Srrii  hiri/. 

After  the  readiuL?  of  the  recordin-  secretary's  reiiort  an  adjourn- 
niout  of  on(!  hour  was  taken  for  dinner,  tli::;(>  to  1  ::;ii  p.  m. 


coRKKSTONDiNCJ  si^:(^km^:ta R v's  Ki^:i»()irr. 

'J'he  Corresiiondiut,'  Secretary   reporl(>d   as   follows: 

IMeudiers  of  the  Tower  (ienealo.^'ical  Society  and  All  Kinsmen. 
the  ma.ior  portion  of  the  f,'enea logical  lahors  of  your  correspoudin- 
secretary  duriuK  tiie  i»ast  year  have  lieen  the  liliui,',  arran.uni;,'  and 
svstomatiziuff  the  data  collected  dui'ini;  the  Tercentenary  Reunion 
eampai^Mi.  This  work  was  i-omideted  in  .lanuary.  r.>l(i.  and  since 
tlieu  a  systematic  effort  has  heeii  made  to  till  in  the  many  nussin:^ 
links.  Up  to  date  (.May  1st.  T.iKD  nearly  Tr.d  indivulual  -cnea  ..-'ica 
charts  have  heeu  collected  and  calalo.-U(Ml.  coverin-  the  -eiiea logical 
records  of  over  1,500  descendants.  ,,,,.,, 

K.special  attention  has  heeu  i;iven  to  the  II'.ROOK  and  .IKKh- 
MIAII  hrauches,  and  in  this  work  1  have  heeu  fortunate  in  the  valu- 
ahle  aid  f,dven  liv  James  Wallace  Tower  (S).  who.  you  all  know,  is  oi 
the  Ihrook  I'.ranch.  When  he  says  that  he  will  never  consoler  his 
ireiiealoj^icai  lahors  complete  until  eveiy  twi.u'  on  tliat  li.ro.ik  Tree  is 
recmled.  I  warn  you  who  are  of  tlie  other  ""  •'";;''';^,|''''l,  >7'  ""'-^^ 
rush  in  the  ^-enealo^Mcal  data  or  the  II'.KOOK  TKIOK  will  he  coin- 
iileted  and  thi^  ///-.s'/  to  he  olfered  for  sale.  .,,.,.  ,        ,,     t     i 

Durinj,'  a  three  weeks'  visit  in  th<>  Slate  ot  M.cln.uan  I  collected 
much  irenealo^'ical  data  which  is  still  in  the  foriu  ot  not.«s  and  will  he 
svstemati/ed  duriu.i,'  the  comint;  .vear.  I  ask  each  memher  to  ^'•;'  •"■'«- 
all  his  nearest  relatives  have  liUed  .mt  Hiarts  and  sent  ^^"''^  ■; 
mo.  We  want  to  make  the  next  volume  ol  the  loucr  (.eneal..-,\  uic 
ruost  comploto  family  record  extant. 

Respectfully  suhmitted  hy  

WARTKR   LA.MOX'P  TOWIOlt. 

ConcsiKiiiiliiii/  .Sccnhni/. 
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TREASUKEK'S    REl?ORT. 

Owiiij,'  to  the  recent   illness  of  youi-  'I're.-isui'er,  Ceor'-ce  llediiijitoii 
Tower,  mid  ills  iiinbility  to  lie  i»reseiit   ;it   this  nieetiii.i,',   1    licrel),\-  suli- 
iiiil    lor  liiiii  tlie  Tollowinj;  rejiort  : 
TolMl  cash  receipts  from  all  sources,  i.e-iimiii.i,'  .Iiine  Ist.lDO'.i. 

aiHl    eiHliii-    May   .".Ist.    1!»1(» .fUS    11) 

A'ouchers  on  lile  in  treasury  for  hills  iiaid  as  follows: 

(;.  W.  I.itchlield,  rent  of  hall $1   00 

W.   Iluhert   Wood,   le^Ml  expense ni   S!) 

Kev.  Louis  ('.  Cornish,  caie  Parish  House 4  00 

C.  H.  Taylor,  typewritinj,' 1   00 

.Tolm   Seniple.  Jr..  seal,  etc.    (die) IT  00' 

llin;;hani    Journal,    printing    ."'.  oo 

F.  L.  Tower,  steno.grapher  .   .    10  oo 

V.   L.  Towel-,  certihcates   .   .    .",  00 

F.  L.  Tower,  Itockwell  i*c  Clmrcliill  . 4  r.O 

Hancock    I'ress,   printinj,'   1.",  12.") 

K.    II.    Studley.    letteriu.i,' .".  (Kl 

A.  n.  Lopez  vt"  I'.ros.,  seal,  etc 1>!)  oO 

Wm.  J.  Oatnian,  iirintin;,' 11   SO 

E.  II.  Studley,  letterin.L; ;;  7-". 

(\  II.  Taylor,  typewiiter  rent 2  7,0 

("uttei'-Tower  Co.,  mailing  tubes .'!  ."0 

Sanuiel   Ward  Co.,   index  cards 4  do 

Cutter-Tower  Co.,   typewriter   rent d  (n\ 

Ilohl.s  .V:  W.irren  Co..  files L»  iT. 

10.   II.   Studley,  lettering 1   -jr, 

Hancock   Press,   [)rinting   ]7r»  00 

V,'.  Iluhert  Wooil,  legal  expenses 10  00 

Collections  on  checks   CO 

I'ostage   .    .    4  SO 

Weeks   &   Doten,   printing r»  70 

C.  II.  Taylor,  tyjiewriting  and  rent  of  machine 2  00 

Hooiier-Lewis   iV    Co.,    bookbinding 3  00 

Total  cash  disl)urseinents  for  liscnl  year nS2  DO 

Cash  on   Iiand   June'   1st,   1010 ^:]7>  '>'.) 

Respectfully  suhnutted, 

George  Redington  Tower,  Treasurer. 
Per  Francis  Leon  Towek,  Rcvordhir/  ."Secretary. 

Note.  —  There  is  duo  the  Society  $127. r>l  on  menihershiiis  which 
nro  unpaid  because  of  certain  bills  held  by  tlu'se  members  against 
tlio  Societ.v. 

Iteports  of  all  uflicers  were  accejited,  and  it  was  voted  to  refer 
the  choice  of  time  and  i)la<H'  tor  holding  the  next  Reunion  to  the 
incoming  Exe<-utive  Hoard. 

'I'lie  meeting  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  ollieers. 

A  motion  pi-evailed  that  the  President  appoint  a  committee  of 
three  to  rec(jmmend  a  list  of  nominees  for  the  various  olllces. 

This  committee,  consisting  of  Frank  Warren  Tower,  ol'  Spring- 
field; .Vndrew  Tower,  of  Somerville,  and  Charles  lleiu-y  Tower,  of 
Ilolyoke,  itresente<l  the  following  list  of  nominees; 
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OFFICERS  AND  mi:]mhi:rs 

OF  THE  EXECUTIVE  HOARD    FOR    1910. 

For  PrcftiiJoit  —  Ooor^o  AViirroii  Towor  (!)),  ol"  I'.oston,  .Mass. 

For  Vice-President —  lyMucl  Xidiols  Tower  (7^  of  Coliassct, 
Mas.s. 

For  Record  ill  (J  ^rcretanj  —  Fi-aiK'is  Leon  'I'owcr  (S),  of  WviV 
ford.  Mass. 

For  (JorrexpoiuJiiifi  ^eeretiini — NVallcr  Laiiioiit  'J'owcr  CD  nf 
Dnlton,  Mas.s. 

For  Treusiirer  —  .Taincs  Wallace^  'l\)\\('r   (S).  of  .MilliiKulcct.   .Mr. 

Meiiiheix  of  tlir  F.reviifire  Board  —  ()li\('i-  Tnwcr  CM,  uf  lliim- 
hani  (Vutcr.  Mass.;  *Sarah  (Ilcalin  Tower,  of  I'.osloii.  Mass.;  Levi 
Liiifolii  Tower  (S),  of  Xcwtoii,  Mass.;  .roliu  Ilciirv  '\\>\\vv  (7i  nf 
Nortli  Woymoutli.  .A[ass. 

A  motion  provailod  tliat  the  itrcsciit  Kccoi'.liii.i:  Sccrrtarv  cast 
one  soparato  l)allot  for  oacli  odiccr  and  incinlKM-  as  placcil  in  iH.iiiiiia- 
tioii. 

Messrs.  WaltcM-  I^aiiioiit  Tower  and  (^li\c'r  Tower  were  apjioiiiled 
by  the  President  as  ti-llers  to  eonni  llie  liallols  and  repoH  lo  (he 
)iieeting. 

Tile  tellers  reiM)i-ted  the  ollieers  and  ineinbers  of  the  Ivxeentive 
Board  as  nominated  to  have  heen  eh>e(ed. 

It  was  voted  to  repeal  the  last  clause  of  .^rtieli'  H'.  Section  .",  of 
the  P.y-Laws,  which  r(>ads  :  "It  shall  I>e  the  duty  of  tlie  Keeordiiiu' 
Secretary  to  collect  and  receive  the  memhership  dues  and  to  aceount 
for  the  same  to  the  Treasurer." 

-V  further  motion  iirevailed  lo  leave  the  ni.-ilter  of  aiqiointiiiu' 
some  one  to  collect  and  receive  mendiershij)  dues,  in  the  hands  of  ihe 
Executive   lioard. 

It  was  voted  to  amend  Article  VII,  Section  1.  of  the  r.y-I.aws  so 
as  to  read:  "The  hscal  year  of  the  Society  shall  lie  from  .lanuary 
first  to  Decend)er  thirty-first." 

**  It  was  voted  that  tlu'  President  api)oint  a  Souvenir  ("oniiiiidee 

After  ti-ansactiny  other  nunor  hnsini^ss,  tlie  mcclini,'  adjourned 
sine  die. 

At  a   meetin^'  of  the  E.xecutive   P.oard   at   the  Old   llo in   llie 

eveniufiC  James  Wallace  Tower  was  emjiowercd  to  collect  ;ind  recci\-e 
memhership  dues  and  account  for  the  same  to  the  Society. 

.Many  descendants  ^atheivd  at  the  Old  Home  this  evcuin;,'  for  a 
.social   time  and   to  enjoy   the   nnisic. 


*  At  nu  K.xecutive  P.oard  meetinLC  held  in  llin.i:h.)ni.  Mass., 
Xovemher  12th.  1!)1(».  the  resi-jcnalion  of  Sarah  (Ile.ild)  Tower  was 
received  and  accei»ted.  At  tlie  same  meeliiiij:  Professor  Carl  \  •■riion 
Tower  (S),  of  South  Ilin-ham,  Mass.,  was  eleeled  to  (ill  tli(>  unexi.ir.Ml 
term  on  the  Executive  P>oard. 


♦♦The  niemhers  of  the  Souvenir  Commitlee  chosen  l.y  the  Presi- 
dent were  Miss  Elizaheth  Alihott  Tower  (7),  (d'  Camhridiie,  Mass,; 
Miss  Bessie  Lord  Tower  (S).  of  Coliassct,  Mass.,  and  Waller  Lamoiit 
Tower  (i>),  of  Daltoii,  Mass. 
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TIIK  TIFlIiD  DAY,  JUNK  lOtli. 

Rniiday  inoniiiii,'  opened  lii'ii,'Ii(  niid  fair  —  in  faff,  a  pfrfoct  Juno 
(lay.  Till'  attendance^  on  this  day  far  exceeded  lliat  of  any  otlior.  The 
Iiastors  of  seviMal  I  lin^^diani  cliiirclK-s  loolc  our  text  as  an  insiiiration 
to  deliver  most  excellent  sermons  on  liow  we  sliould  Honor  «jur 
l'atli<M-s.  Kev.  Dr.  Francis  Kniory  Tower  i)r('ache(l  at  the  i;ai)tist 
('hiircli  and  many  descendants  were  attracted  there  and  were  fully 
repaid  hy  listenini,'  to  a  most  schrdarly  discours(\ 

The  Con^'i'e^iational  and  Methodist  Churches  had  a  fair  attend- 
ance of  Tower  (lesc(>ndauts.  Miwiy  who  were  of  the  Ihrook  Hi-anch 
availed  themselves  of  the  special  invitation  to  worship  at  the  First 
T'arish  ("hur<-h  in  Cohasset,  the  oldest  church  in  that  town.* 

A  iiil-riiiiai,'e  was  made  t(.  the  -rave  of  Ihrook  Tower  (2)  and  to 
the  site  of  his  house  in  ( "ohasset,  .Mass.  'I'lie  memory  of  tliat  trip  hy 
automoliJIe  over  the  Ji-rusaleni  road  will  liu?;er  lou.u'  with  those  who 
wei'c  fortunate  euou.i,'h  to  he  of  tlu-  jiarty. 

At  :;  IP.  in.  the  ma.jor  ]»ortion  of  those  atteudiu:,'  the  Iteuuiou 
,!.,Mlher(>d  at  the  Old  Home  and  Joined  in  the  union  sei'vice  under  the 
leadershi])  (d'  Kev.  Dr.  l''rancis  i':mory  Tower. 

At  this  iralherini,'  an  unexpected  treat  was  an  excellent  impromptu 
speech  hy   .Mr.  Jolm  J.   Loud,   l'resid<-id  <d"  the  W.'ymoidli   Historical 

In  the  eveninu'  it  was  impossiltle  for  all  who  wished,  to  ;,'et  irdo 
tjie  (Md  Home,  and  many  listened  to  1  ne  exercises  from  the  vantajie 
points  on  the  lawn.  As  the  last  iiartics  of  ilescenchints  ;ind  nei^dihors 
sou-ht  titeir  homes  hy  the  aid  of  moouliL'ht,  all  a.^'reed  that  this 
Se.ond  .\nnual  Keunion  was  a  .i^rand  success. 

Sl'LCLVL  NOTU'L  TO   .AHOMr>EKS. 

Tt  was  voted  at  the  hist  annual  meetin-  of  your  Society  to  amend 
the  I'.y-Laws  in  respect  to  liejiinniui,'  and  endiui;  of  tlie  tiscnl  year. 
Artich'  VI  r.  Section  L  now  reads  as  follows:  "The  tiscal  year  of  the 
Society  shall  he  from  Jaiuiary  first  to  Deeemher  thirty-first.'* 

TJiere  w(>re  two  very  jrood  reasons  for  this  ehan^'e.  It  made  our 
(iscal  year  conform  to  "the  cakMuhir  year  and  .i^ave  sufheieut  tinu^ 
between  the  closin-  ef  the  fiscal  year  and  the  annual  meetiui,'  for  the 
'I'reasurer  to  i)resent  a  complete  financial  statement  at  that  meeting:. 
The  fee  of  $1.d(t  for  Annual  Members  is  due  and  payable  to  your 
Treasurer.  J.\.mks  W.vm.ack  Towki!.  Uoom  VW,.  Fifth  Avenue  Kuild- 
in"    .New  \ork  Cilv,  on  the  first  of  each  Januaiw. 

"""  Then"  are  7-'  liiembers  in  arrears  for  tlieir  T.tlO  dues. 

PLEASE  REMIT. 

'I'be  dues  for  I'.ni  are  already  condni;  in  from  those  who  were 
•iw-ire  (d'  the  chanu'e  in  our  fiscal  \ear. 

V  brief  rei>ort  of  our  present  financial  condition  is  as_  follows  : 

("Msli'i.n  hand  June  ISth,  lOKi •1^">-'>  ">'_^ 

TmsiI  revived  from  June  hSth  to  December  -'Oth,  l!lld     188  4.. 


Total   disbursements   for  same   pe 


,d .$213  SO 


!i;224  04 


Ilniia'id  hills  outstanding   -^^  ^''     ^.._^  ^ 


Leavint;  a  d(>ficit  of  .S:'.().lt< 
5i>ir  The  condition  of  our  treasxrn  appcah  to  you  to  be  prompt. 
♦  Serinon  on  page  30. 
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There  .-ire  in  cxistciiro  now  foni'  oxci'llcnt  Ki"<>up  pictnros  of 
Tower  DescondMnts.  Three  were  tiiUen  nt  th(?  V.MH)  Ite\niion  iind  one 
at  the  litlO  Ifeunion.  Tliese  four  picture's,  when  phiced  end  to  end, 
niiike  one  continnous  picture  over  12  leet  lon^'  :ind  siiow  over  r.(i(t 
faces.     These  are  anionj;  the  hir^est  family    ;ronps  ever  tal<t  n. 

These  pictures  may  h(>  obtained  of  S.  Akakiclyan,  I'hoto^'raphei', 
11.".n  Washin.u'ton  Street,  Boston,  Mass.  The  pictures  are  (h'si-uate.l 
as  follows:  Cliil.  Ilonse  (Jroup.  Old  Sliip  Chnrcli  (Jroui»,  Old  Home 
(Jniup   (I'.IO'.O   and  Old   Home  (Iroui)   (IIMO).     'I'ho  price  is  .');1.00  each. 


Accomitaiiyin^'  this  report  is  an  a]»plication  blaniv  which  it  is 
hoped  each  member  will  use  in  an  endeavor  to  secure  one  new  mem- 
ber d^u•in^'  tlie  comin.i;  year. 

Your  historian  well  said  that  "'Wisdom  is  knowin-,'  wliat  to  do 
ne.xt.  Virtue  is  doinj,'  it.'  "  This  was  a  i)ersonal  appeal  to  von  to  join 
tlie  TOWKU  (JKXK.MAXJirAL  SOCIIOTV.  Now  it  is  an  ai)iieal  to 
you  to  enlist  the  interest  of  some  other  Tower  Descendant  in  tiiis  best 
organized  family  in  America. 


INFOK.MATIO.X  is  desired  of  the  present  address  of  deseondant.s 
of  Luther  J.-ickson  Tower  (7),  or  his  bi'otber  Isaac  Sprat,'ue  Tower 
(7).  (See  (Jen.,  p.  24:!.  art.  rtor),  I  and  IL)  To  the  I)est  of  our  knowl- 
edjie  Luther  died  in  Ore>,'on,  and  Isaac  died  in  Texas. 

MrP.DKKKI).  A  William  Tower  was  nmrdered  or  killed  in  a 
quarrel  at  Fouchen  \'alley,  I'eun..  in  the  year  l.S.')1-2.  William  Tower 
liv(>d  in  ("herry  Hill,  Lrie  cfauity,  I'enn.,  at  one  time.  Can  any  one 
tell  us  of  his  i-elativesV  lie  had  two  daughters;  one  now  resi(ies  in 
New  Milford.  I'eiui.  ;  the  address  of  the  other  (Irena)  is  unknown. 


WHO  CAN  TIOLLV     If  there  are  any  descendants  of  .Tohn  and 

(.Muson)  Tower.     .Tohn  Tower  (C)  once  lived  in  I'ortlaiHl, 

N.  Y.,  and  his  birth  is  recoi-ded  in  the  f,'enealo;;v  on  ]).  147  art.  120, 
VII. 

Your  Correspoiuliiif;  Secretary  would  be  pleased  to  receive  infor- 
mation concerninj^  these  lost  twij,'s. 


The  Tower  (Jenealofrical  Society  wish  to  thank  the  following 
memiters  foi-  their  .generous  help  to  our  Corresponding  Secretary  in 
furnishing'  him  with  an  unusual  amount  of  fjenealo.iiical  data: 

Miss  lOnmia  Sevona  Tower,  .Member  No.  DO. 

Miss  FlortMice  lOstelle  Tower,  Member  No.   lOS. 

Martin   lai^'cne  Smith,   Member  No.  2."). 

I'eter  Smith  Tower,   .Member  No.  :'..".. 

Isaac  Lewis  Towei-,  Membei-  No.  CO. 

(ieorf,'e  Franklin  Ford,  Member  No.  114.* 


OUR  YOrN(;FST  MEMP.KK.  On  Dec.  2Sth,  1010.  a  new  twiff 
a])jteared  upon  the  Hen.jamin  Branch.  Oiu'  Kecordinji  Secretaiy  is 
the  father  of  a  son,  Charlton  Taylor  Tower  (0).  His  applic-ation  for 
membership  in  the  T.  (J.  S.  was  tiled  within  the  first  hour  of  hi.s  life. 
Your  historian  is  reliably  informed  that  this  younjiest  nieiuber  lia.<5  at 
l(!ast  one  distinct  Tower  characteristic. 


*  Mr.  Ford  has  this  year  (1010)  comi)leted  the  Ford  Geneat-OOY, 
fi  rec<M-d  of  the  descendants  of  Ansel  and  Deborah  (Tower)  Ford. 
This  t.'enealoj,'y  is  a  valuable  addition  to  the  Tower  (JenealoKy  on  the 
indirt'ft  Hue. 
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NO'IMCK.  TIic  iicnuiiiicnt  jiddi'css  of  our  'ri-t-nsiircr.  Jmiiics 
Walhicc  'rower.  ;iflor  Kcbniiiry  I'Otli,  11)11,  will  \)v  Kiioiu  i;'.'):i,  KilUi 
Aveinu'  lUiildin.u.  New  York  city. 


THE  THIRD  ANNUAL  REUNION  of  the  Descendants  of  John 
Tower  (1)  will  be  held  at  Cohasset,  Mass.,  September  2nd,  IDIL 
COME! 


Those  who  favor  a  Fourth  Annual  Reunion  in  the  State  of  Michi- 
gan in  1912,  please  communicate  with  Corresponding  Secretary,  stat- 
ing their  preference  as  to  time  and  place. 


IN  p.vcio  ui:qi;ii:.m. 

Hiiuv  tlu'  oryaiii'/atioa  of  tlu'  'I'owi'i*  (;i'ucalo;;ical 
Society  the  following;  deaths  have  iieen  repoiled  aiiioiij,'  our 
nieiubers  : 

.Meiuher  \o.  40.  .VUeii  lliukley  (.'usliin-  (it),  died  .luiio 
I'Cth.    1!)(i'.),   at  South    IIiu^dlalll,   .Mass. 

Many  who  attended  the  First  Reunion  will  reuieniber 
tiiis  yonuv:  man  as  havini;  cliar^'e  ol'  the  news-stand  opposite 
tiie  Old   Home. 

He   was  accideiitly   drowned   while  bathiuj^'. 

Member  No.  2in,  Mrs.  Abbie  .M.  (Sweat)  Silver  (7), 
died  Oct.  1st,  1!)09,  at  Rt).\bury,  .Mass. 

Meni!)er  No.  1).  Mrs.  lOllen  Henrietta  Nichols,  dieil  June 
Stii,   1!>l(i,  at  (Jrand   Kapids,   Micliip:an. 

Member  No.  2.'/.),  liela  Tower  Sprai.'ue  (7),  died  Ntjv.  11, 
i;)l(),  at  Hinf,'hum,  Mass. 


Member  No.  107,  Lenniel  Kri,t,'j,'s  Martin,  died  Dec.  li.stl 
11)10,    at    Boston,    Mass. 


Honorarv  Member  No.  208,  John  Madison  Tower  (S), 
died  Jan.  tJOth,  1011,  at  AVilson,  N.  Y.  (Ajie  100  years, 
9  months  and  25  days.) 

Two  deaths  amon«  Tower  descendants  occurred  late 
in  the  year  1000  which  are  deservinj;  of  mention  here  be- 
cause the  deceased  had  attained  a  bi.i:b  iK.sition  in  their 
resTX'ctive   calling's. 

I  refer  to  ISenjninin  L.  M.  Tower  (S).  late  of  Boston. 
a  distiuKuisbod  member  of  the  bar:  and  Aui.'ustns  Charles 
Tower  (S)  late  of  Mondota,  Illinois.  Tbo  successful  cfTiuts 
of  \  ('  Tower  to  invent  a  perfect  cultivator  have  Urns 
been  appre.-iated  by  the  farmers  of  the  Ki'eat  corn  belt  of 
the  middlewest. 
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HOW  TO  TIOISrOR  OUIZ  R\TITERS. 

(Seniioii  piviifluMl  by  Kev.  William  Knswcll  Cole,  un  Siiiidav    Jiiiu' 
19,  lOlO.  Coliiiss(>l,  MassMcluisc'tts.) 

Exodus  1*0:12.  "Honor  tli.v  lallin-  aii.l  tliy  motlicr,  that  tliv 
days  may  be  loii^'  in  the  land  which  tlu'  Lord  Ihy  (iod  ^'ivetii  tiicc."  ' 

This  ancient  law  docs  not  (I'll  us  how  wc  arc  lo  honor  our  |)ar- 
ents,  hut  it  doi's  [.romisc  many  days  lo  those  who  lio  so.  Here  tlien  is  a 
duty  and  a  promise.  How  the  duty  is  to  he  pei-lormed  it  dnes  \u,\. 
sugffost,  hut  the  reward  for  doini,'  this  dutv  is  dearly  slated  It  is 
somothin.i,'  liUe  the  riddles  set  for  the  aiicieul  heroes  What  thev 
would  j,'et,  if  they  could  solve  the  riddle  was  alwavs  elearlv  umler- 
stood,  hut  the  solution  was  left  to  the  in^-cnuity  and  inlclli"-enee  of 
each  eonipetit(U-.  It  is  likely  that  the  duty  of  hon<u-in^'  our  an.c-^tors 
does  not  strike  us  as  a  prohlem.  or  as  soii.ethin^-  .lii!i,.ult  to  p..rform'. 
Uather  it  seems  to  us  as  a  simple  thin.i,'.  We  are  their  c-hildren  there- 
lore,  we  should  respect  them,  cherish  them,  cherish  their  mc'morie^ 
reniendier  their  nanu-s  .and  nu-.-iIl  their  i,'ood  deeds  In  s,.me  su.'li 
way  as  this  do  the  men  of  to-day  understand  this  dutv  to  those  who 
have  preceded  them  on  the  earth,  and  left  to  them  a"  hisiurv  -md  i 
name  hy  which  they  are  known  and  called.  I'.ut  I  take  it  lint  it  is 
not  so  snni>le  as  this  and  it  is  not  so  easv  to  p(M-forin  as  this  '  'I'here 
is  a  line  of  a  hymn  which  reads:  "  '  ■■'""• 

"All  the  frood  the  ]i;ist  has  had 
Has  gone  to  make  our  own  time  j,'lad." 

More  is  the  sense  of  an  accumulated  jiower  of  j,'o(.(lness  the 
recognitn)n  that  what  is  now  valuahle,  what  ^mvcs  to  life  its  strem-th 
Its  richness  an.l  its  jrlmlness  has  heen  huilt  ui.  throm,-!.  the  aZ'c^' 
And  what  is  more,  that  this  power  of  ;,'o.)dn<>.ss.  this  treasurv  of  the 
past  IS  a  vital,  active,  effective  force  in  the  lives  of  men  to-div  It 
acts  upon  us,  and  we  live  under  the  control  of  its  inlhience 

AVo  feel  the  force  of  the  words  of  the  New  Testament.  "Others 
have  lahored  and  ye  are  entered  into  their  lahor."  All  this  that  h  is 
been  said  is  true  not  alone  of  the  whole  humanitv  of  which  nations 
races,  families  and  individuals  are  the  jiart.  i)ut  it  is  also  true  of  the 
parts.  The  Englishman  of  to-day  owes  his  English  traits  and  his 
genius  for  government  to  that  long  line  of  men  extending  hack  to  the 
times  before  the  great  Alfred.  New  ICngland  thrift,  industrv  and  con- 
science are  to  he  traced  hack  through  New  England  ancest^(.rs  to  the 
days  of  the  rugged  soil,  of  the  strenuous  work  f(U-  mere  suhsistence 
and  of  the  tender  conscience  that  led  their  forlx-ars  forth  to  worship 
according  to  their  faith.  The  individual  owes  not  onlv  certain  familv 
resemhlances  of  features  and  stature,  not  onlv  his  c:i|»ital  of  culture 
and  wealth  to  his  direct  line  of  ancestors,  hiit  also  certain  (|ualities 
of  character,  certain  talents  for  work  or  learning.  "Otlu'rs  have 
lahored  and  ye  have  entered  Into  their  lahor."  Now  it  is  from  our 
sense  of  the  debt  we  owe  the  past  generations:  from  (.ur  desire  to 
e.xpress  our  gratitude  for  the  inlhience  of  the  power  (.f  virtue  which 
they  have  lahored  to  build  up  and  into  which  we  have  entered:  fnmi 
our  love  for  their  lives  of  enduraiu-e  in.  (.f  self-.s.-icrilice  for  ;ind 
accomplislmient  of  the  good  and  true  and  beanfiful,  that  th(>  .lutv  of 
honoring  them  springs. 

lUit  how  shall  we  honor  themV  They  have  eslahlished  llieir  own 
memorials.  Nodiing  in  the  form  of  stone,  nothin-  afler  the  manner 
of  inscription  can  add  to  their  honor.     If  we  chei-lsh  their  memories 
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ill  (Ills  WAV,  if  we  lix  tiielr  j^oud  (U'ods  and  iiaiiK.'s  in  it'ttfrs  uf  stoiK?  or 
lirass,  it  is  only  that  we  rocall  lo  tiic;  minds  uf  uion  tiiat  wlucii  has 
already  hccn  \vi'()u,i,'ld  into  a  sulislancc  enduring'  and  pcrniainMit,  into 
tlio  life  of  tiic  world.  It  is  j^ood  to  <lo  tlu>s(>  thin;,'s.  They  an;  si^ns 
and  symliols  of  oui-  rcspt'ct  and  iionor.  Tiicy  art;  si;,'nificant  of  the 
fact  tliat  tiio  cliil^lrcn  would  n-vcro  the  .i^ood  and  that  thoy  are  feeling 
after  a  way  to  do  honor  ti>  all  those  who  have  done  so  much  to  luake 
the  woi-l(l  so  fail-  and  life  so  jiossihle  of  splendid  and  gracitjus  living. 
lUit  do  we  not  feel  that,  somehow,  iiowovor  linely  aiul  appropriately 
these  things  may  he  done  and  with  whatever  deep  alTeetiou  th«'y  may 
bo  wrou.i^ht.  they  do  iKit  reach  down  and  take  hold  of  ami  manifest  the 
heart  of  the  respect  we  can  .Lcive,  and  so  hecomt'  the  richest,  pun^st 
spirit  of  honor  we  can  show? 

Now.  I  helievo  that,  to  <-arry  out  our  duly,  to  perform  the  com- 
mandment of  our  text  is  one  of  the  most  dillicult  iis  well  as  one  of 
the  hnest  an<l  nohlest  things  we  have  lo  do. 

A  man  is  a  citizen  of  a  country.  That  means  a  number  of  things 
concerning  him.  It  means  he  is  a  voter;  that  he  is  llalde  to  be  called 
to  perform  certain  kinds  <d"  service:  that  he  must  i)ay  certain  taxes 
lo  support  the  charges  of  his  go\'erniiieiit  ;  that  he  nuist  obey  bis 
country's  laws,  and  in  return  for  these  things  his  country  shall  pro- 
tect him  and  his  fu-operty.  The  majority  of  men  conceive  of  their 
citizenship  as  fulfilled  if  they  do  these  things.  It  is  in  a  .sense  u 
kind  of  i»artnersliip,  a  contract  in  the  way  of  prudence  and  self- 
lirotection.  Their  nation  has  chtno  and  will  do  certain  things  for  them 
which  are  necessary  for  their  welfare.  They  are  grateful  for  them 
and  are  willing  to  pay  the  accustomed  i)rice.  I'.ut  if  one  should  ask, 
is  this  to  honor  one's  country,  you  would  fivl  that  it  falls  short; 
that  a  citizen  who  honors  his  nation  does  more  than  fulfill  his  legal 
bond,  lie  does  more  than  boast  of  her  good  fame,  of  her  prosperity 
;ind  of  her  strength.  He  does  more  than  being  sentimental  about 
her  flag,  lie  does  this,  he  tries  to  make  his  life  conform  to  her 
ideals.  l':ach  nation  has  its  ideals,  its  aim  in  government.  The 
lives  of  its  great  ones  have  been  fi'eely  given  that  the.se  ideals  might 
be  realized,  and  that  mankind  might  be  hai)pier  in  their  realization. 
The  citizen,  then,  who  knows  his  nation,  not  only  cherishes  his 
country's  ideals,  but  aims  with  all  his  affection  and  power  to  make 
his  Ijfe  a  revelation  of  these  ideals.  lie  lets  nothing  that  is  mean 
oi-  low  or  selfish  dishonor  his  all(>giance  to  her  lofty  purposes.  He 
will  allow  no  ambition  of  his  own,  no  desire  for  his  worldly  gain 
t(j  keei»  him  back  from  the  defence  and  the  supi)ort  of  her  ideals.  And 
he  will  pursue  the  homely  virtues  of  the  clean  and  strong  body,  of 
courage  to  bear  and  to  fight,  of  self-control,  of  temporance,  of  justice 
and  of  common-sense,  f^>v  on  these  must  the  honor  and  power  of  his 
country  rest. 

Now,  this  is  no  easy  way  to  honor  one's  coiuitry.  It  is  hard.  It 
demands' a  man's  best  and  I'loblest  jtowers  and  just  because  it  does, 
it  is  the  finest  and  the  most  splendid  way  of  being  a  citizen.  It  is 
the  truest  way  of  honoring  one's  nation. 

Now,  if  a"  man  asks:  How  can  1  honor  my  parents?  How  can 
1  show  my  real  respect  for  my  ancestors?  W(^  nuist  answer.  You  can 
only  do  so  bv  voiu-  own  character;  by  the  way  you  live  y(»iir  own 
life.  This  is'easily  seen.  If  a  man  raises  the  most  beautiful  monu- 
ment lo  his  i)arenls,  if  he  speaks  words  of  affection  of  them,  if  he 
keeps  the  old  homestead  just  as  they  did.  but  is  lud'aitbful  to  the  com- 
mon laws  of  morality,  he  dishonors  not  oidy  the  mime  they  have  given 
him,  but  the  life  he  has  inherited  from  them  to  cherish  and  Uouor. 
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As  you  look  iiilo  tlio  faces  uf  your  cliildicii,  wlmt  is  it  Hint 
you  lioiK'  and  pi-ay  l"or  tliomV  Wliat  is  tlif^  licst  iioiioi-  they  could  do 
you  in  the  years  tliat  lie  Itefore  tiuMii  when  .vou  arc  dead?  Von  would 
like  them  to  reiueiiiher  yo\i  and  to  speak  your  name  with  atreeliou; 
yes,  that  you  certainly  desire,  and  surely  that  .vou  will  ^'et.  I'.ut 
soniethini,'  hetter  (han  that  you  pray  for.  You  pray  that  they  may  be 
an  honor  to  you;  that  they  may  live  strong,  hrave  and  jjood  lives; 
that  they  may  reach  beyond  what  you  have  attained.  Above  the 
wealth  of  the  world  you  wish  that  they  may  j;ain  the  riches  of  tITe 
strou!,',  manly,  c()uraiieous  and  ri,i,'hteous  life.  For  in  this  ycni  see  the 
Rlory  and  honor  of  your  house  iieriietuated,  youi-  children's  (lee]»est 
iiappiness  assured  and  an  illinntalile  (ield  fo'r  service  in  the  world 
opened  to  them.  And  all  this  that  we  hope  for  them,  expect  of  them, 
is  hard  to  achieve —  hard,  because  it  means  tiie  brin^in^'  of  the  forces 
of  body  and  mind  and  heart  and  soul  to  rally  around  and  to  su|>p(jrt 
the  best  and  noblest  you  I^ne  .iriven  to  them  "and  thi>  best  and  noblest 
ideals  they  may  discover  for  themselves.  It  means  the  strong'  and 
upri^'ht  man.  And  that  manhood  which  is  stroni:  and  tipriudit  is 
the  truest  manlA'station  of  honoring'  those  from  whom  we  have 
received  our  life,  the  life  we  are  ^nven  to  use  and  to  cherish. 

You  often  hear  expressions  from  the  lips  of  men  which  k<»  to 
show  that  jiarents  or  ancestors  are  .judj,'ed  b.v  what  their  children 
or  descendants  do  and  are.  It  may  or  it  may  not  be  true  that  they 
are  responsible  for  the  actions  an<l  characters  of  those  they  have 
brouj;ht  into  the  world  —  on  t\w  whole,  1  believe  they  are  not.  I'.ut 
that  is  another  matter.  AVhat  I  want  you  to  reco.i,'ni/.e  here  is,  that 
mucii  of  the  piod  nanu'  and  character  and  honor  of  yoiu'  ancestry 
depends  ujion  the  way  you  live,  ui)on  your  indixidual  characlers.  It 
may  be  a  hard  .judj;meiit,  luijust  often,  but  how  much  of  truth  and 
justice  there  is  in  it  after  all  !  These  many  men  antl  women  back  of 
.vou  are  not  known  and  seen  by  your  companions.  .Ml  that  they  can 
see  and  know  and  .indue  of  them  is  concentrated,  fixed  and  vital  in 
you.  Do  you  not  see  then  that  you  are  oblii^ated  to  see  to  it.  that 
this  accunnilated  vital  life  in  .vou  shall  be  honorable  and  pure  and  of 
>?ood  rejiort.  The  i)rophet  Isaiah  represents  (Jod  as  sjieakiuK  to 
Israel,  "This  jjeojile  honor  me  with  theii*  lips,  but  their  hearts  are 
far  from  me."  We  can  apply  these  words  to  our  lesson  of  to-da.v. 
The  i)owei'  to  honor  and  to  respect  anyone  or  aiiythinj;  i-ij^htly  is 
possible  only  when  the  heart  is  iM;,'ht ;  when  it  clin;;s  with  sirouR 
affection  to  its  objects;  when  it  keeps  a  loyal  and  unswerving; 
alle^'iance  to  its  object's  honor:  when  with  jmre  luisi'llishness  it  serves 
its  object's  pui'pose. 

And  now,  \Vhat  of  the  promiseV  Shall  many  days  be  theirs  who 
honor  their  jiarents?  C'ertaiidy  what  we  have  saitl  of  the  way  .vou 
can  onl.v  honor  your  ancestors,  is  the  wa.v  to  ])hysical,  mental,  moral 
and  spiritual  health.  In  the  loufjj  run  a  sood  and  wludesome  char- 
acter means  many  days  of  life,  but  it  means  also  lenirth  of  life  lo 
the  family,  or  race,  or  nation.  Out  of  the  loins  of  the  strou},',  the 
couraj;eous,  the  brave,  and  the  true,  the  lon^-livi'd,  morally  vi;:orous. 
come.  It  is  not  out  of  the  bodies  of  the  weak,  the  fi'arfnl.  the  pleasure 
lovinji,  and  the  irresponsible,  that  an  «'ffective  and  emluriuL'  race 
sprinj,'s,  and  nnikes  the  earth  rich  and  resplendent  throuu'h  its  jutwers 
of  work,  of  industry  and  of  moral  achievements.  It  means  even  more 
than  this, —  the  i)romise  of  many  days,— it  means  that  the  kind  of 
life  you  can  honor  your  parents  with  is  the  kind  of  life  which  endures, 
for  it  Koes  into  tiie  fabric  of  the  world  and  becomes  part  of  the 
great  structure  of  (Jod's  kingdom  and  remains  for  ever  and  ever. 
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Last  year  we  had  something  to  say  in  the  pages  of  our  report  on 
fhe  value  of  "Mere  Ideas."  Now  ideas  are  all  very  well  in  their  way. 
We  believe  in  them  and  so  do  you,  if  we  may  judge  by  the  interest  which 
vou  have  manifested  in  our  Society,  and  your  willing  support  of  the 
plan  for  a  John  Tower  Memorial.  We  shall  take  back  nothing  that  we 
said  about  the  significance  of  Ideas. 

However,  after  the  lapse  of  a  year,  it  occurs  to  us  that  Facts  are  jusi 
as  important  as  Ideas.  It  is  quite  right  for  us  to  hold  family  reunions 
lor  the  exchange  of  cousinly  greetings  and  the  revival  of  family  mem- 
ories. It  is  fitting  that  we  should  erect  an  enduring  memorial  to  John 
Tower.  This  is  the  least  that  we  can  do  by  way  of  tribute  to  our  pioneer 
American  forefather.  But  while  sentiment  and  ideas  help  to  shape  the 
facts  of  our  common  inheritance  to  our  mutual  advantage,  we  should 
recognize  that  by  virtue  of  this  inheritance  of  certain  physical,  mental 
and  moral  characteristics,  we  are  what  we  are,  and  that  such  facts  are 
worthy  of  our  serious  attention  and  investigation,  as  a  family  organiza- 
tion. 

Your  President  has  done  well  to  signalize  in  his  address  at  the  last 
leunion,  the  importance  of  the  collection  and  preservation  of  biograph- 
ical data,  buL  his  mention  of  this  was  inciilental  to  a  general  plan  which 
he  proposes  for  a  systematic  investigation  of  those  characteristics  that 
aie   peculiar  to  ourselves  as  a   family. 

In  Galton's  "Life  History  Album" — a  copy  of  which,  or  of  a  similar 
book,  should  be  in  every  one  of  our  lamilies — there  occurs  tiie  followim; 
statement :  ".Mental  and  physical  characteristics,  as  well  as  liabilities  to  dis- 
ease, are  all  transmitted  more  or  less  by  parents  to  their  children,  and 
are  shared  by  members  of  the  same  family.  The  world  is  beginning  to 
I)erceive  that  the  life  of  each  individual  is  in  some  real  sense  the  pro- 
longation of  those  of  his  ancestors.  His  character,  his  vigor,  and  his  dis- 
ease, are  principally  theirs — The  life-histories  of  our  relatives  are,  there- 
fore, more  instructive  to  us  than  those  of  strangers;  they  are  especial- 
ly able  to  forewarn  and  encourage  us,  tor  they  are  prophetic  of  our  own 
iuture." 

Since  this  statement  was  made,  many  years  ago,  the  sciences  which 
treat  of  the  laws  of  physical  and  mental  inheritance  have  virtually  been 
(treated.  Although  they  are  still  in  their  beginnings,  enough  has  been 
discovered  to  show  that  physical  and  mental  traits,  in  particular  the 
former,  may  be  treated  by  physical  and  statistical  methods  with  a  con- 
stant approach  to  mathemaiical  exactness.  In  very  recent  years  the 
science  of  "Kugenics,"  dealing  with  the  •influences  that  improve  the 
inborn  qualities  of  a  race,"  has  been  created,  the  desired  result  being  to 
•"raise  the  average  quality  of  a  nation  and  its  general  tone  of  domestic, 
social  and  political  life."  Should,  then,  the  family,  provided  with  a 
genealogical  society  through  which  the  machinery  of  such  an  investiga- 
tion my  be  set  in  motion,  neglect  the  opportunity  to  study  the  facts 
which,  rather  than  the  possession  of  a  common  name,  furnish  the  real 
reason  for  our  interest  in  one  another?  Kach  one  of  us  has  his  physical 
and  mental  endowment  by  virtue  of  many  lines  of  descent,  but  if  the 
possession  of  a  common  name  furnishes  a  sentimental  reason  for  union 
in  a  society,  much  more  should  it  provide  us  with  interest  in  the  facts 
V  hich   go   with    that   name. 

In  a  recent  issue  of  a  Boston  paper  there  appear  these  statements, 
made  by   Michael   Williams,  an  anthropologist:    "A  really  authentic  and 
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scientific  interest  in  genealogy  would  be  an  asset  to  humanity  that  would 
make  for  progress  of  the  worthiest  kind.  If  we  could  with  certainly 
know  just  what  traits  of  character  and  precisely  what  physical  de- 
fects or  excellences  are  handed  down  from  progenitors  to  posterity,  what 
profound  changes  would  ensue  in  our  educational  systems — what  a  solid 
foundation  would  be  laid  for  each  new  life  that  starts  on  its  course 
through  the  world!  The  work  now  being  carried  on  by  Karl  Pearson 
and  his  colleagues  of  the  Galton  Laboratory  of  Eugenics  in  I>onrion.  is 
an  attempt  lo  collect  data  upon  which  to  base  the  scientific  study  of 
genealogy." 

So  we  believe  that  a  genealogical  society  should  make  itself  useful 
as  well  as  ornamental,  and  that  the  present  bears  the  opportunity,  and  is 
conspicuously  the  time,  for  us  to  engage  in  a  work  that  will,  we  doubt- 
not,  ere  long  be  recognized  as  the  genealogist's  genuine  contribution  to 
vitally  important  and  much-mooted  questions  of  heredity.  Can  any  one 
question  the  value  of  knowing,  not  as  a  matter  of  surmise  or  of  family 
tradition,  but  as  established  fact,  that  there  are  certain  qualities,  mental 
and  physical,  good  and  bad,  defects  and  advantages,  which  we  as  a 
family  possess  by  reason  of  inheritance?  Think  of  the  practical  and 
moral  import  of  such  knowledge,  of  the  interesting  facts  relating,  not 
to  individuals,  but  to  our  family  traits,  that  might  be  discussed  at  our 
meetings,  all  with  a  view  to  our  entertainment,  yet  most  of  all  to  our 
betterment  as  individuals  whose  responsibility  for  one  another's  wel- 
fare is  certified  by  feature  or  speech  or  habit,  by  temperament  or  by 
form  of  mental  endowment! 

It  is  a  familiar  remark  that  our  dogs  and  our  horses,  our  hogs  and 
our  cattle,  receive  more  attention  than  ourselves,  and  that  we  are  care- 
ful of  all  the  conditions  which  make  for  their  improvement.  Our  study 
of  the  laws  and  conditions  by  which  qualities  are  inherited  in  the  animal 
world  is  keen  enough — since  it  is  a  matter  of  dollars  and  cents  with  us 
to  know  them.  A  leading  investigator  has  said  that  these  laws  are  as 
rigid  in  the  human  as  in  the  animal  world.  Should  we  then  neglect 
the  effort  to  understand  ourselves? 

Our  plan  has  not  been  proposed  without  thorough  discussion  of  its 
practicability  with  those  who  have  made  Heredity  a  life  study.  But  to 
finance  such  an  undertaking  as  we  propose  we  must  have  assurance  that 
there  are  members  of  our  family  who  are  deeply  interested  in  its  possi- 
bilities, and  that  all  members  will  co-operate  to  the  extent  of  supplying 
whatever  information  may  be  required,  remembering  that  our  interest 
in  them  is,  for  this  purpose,  as  impersonal  as  that  of  the  actuary  who 
compiles  mortuary  tables  for  a  life  insurance  company,  or  of  the  census 
faker  who  collects  data  for  the  use  of  our  government. 

In  the  brief  space  at  our  disposal  we  cannot  explain  the  methods  that 
are  employed  in  such  investigations,  or  the  interesting  facts  relating  to 
hereditary  traits  that  have  been  elicited.  Let  it  suflice  to  say  that  print- 
ed questions  will  be  sent  to  members  of  the  family  from  time  to  time, 
that  field  workers  must  be  employed  who  will  go  to  dilferent  localities 
to  obtain  information,  that  others  will  be  concerned  with  the  tabulation 
and  study  of  the  material  obtained,  that  the  investigation  will  occupy 
two  or  three  years,  and  that  it  will  be  in  charge  of  a  member  of  the 
family  who  has  made  such  matters  a  life  study.  Plainly  such  a  work 
presupposes  both  interest  and  money,  if  it  is  to  be  worth  your  while 
and  the  trouble  of  those  who  have  it  in  charge.  Nevertheless,  it  is 
hoped  that  something  may  be  done  during  tht'  coming  year  which  will 
give  you  a  hint  of  its  value  when,  for  the  fourth  time,  you  gather  at  a 
Tower  reunion. 


INTROniU'TORY  f, 

In  the  introduction  to  our  second  report  our  theme  was  the  pro- 
jected memorial  to  John  Tower  (1).  The  pioneer  spirit  which  animated 
him  may  taive  many  forms.  Let  us  prove  that  it  has  not  altogether 
passed  from  us,  and  let  us  unite  as  a  family  in  a  new  undertaking  which 
will  be  as  significant  a  memorial  to  our  ancestors  as  any  that  may  be 
hewn  out  of  granite.  And  now,  with  a  hearty  greeting  to  friends  and 
!o  all  members  of  our  family,  we  lay  aside  exposition  and  temporarily  as- 
sume the  duties  of  historian  in  the  following  pages. 


MASTER  CHARLTON  TAYLOR  TOWER,  [9]. 

Youngest  member  of  the  T.  G.  S. 

present   at   the  Cohasset    Reunion. 


MR.  LEVI  LINCOLN  TOWER  [8]. 

Oldest  member  of  the  T.  G.  S. 

pre.seiu  at  the  Cohasset  Reunion. 


THE   YOUNGEST   MEMBER 

Horn,  on  November  13th,  liHl,  Miss  Ruth  Hathaway,  .laughter  ol 
Mr.   ;iiid   Mrs.   Leroy   Hathaway,   of  \Vav(>rley,   .Mass. 

Miss  Ruth  is  now  Member  No.  3;J3  of  iiie  Society.  She  has  the 
distinction  of  being  (1  )  the  first  member  of  the  T.  G.  S.  fiom  the  eleventh 
;.eiieration,  CI)  the  youngest  uu>ml)er  of  tli(>  Society,  (I!)  the  great-grand- 
niece  of  Peter  Tower  (S),  of  I'.elmonl,  .Me.,  who  is  .Member  No.  lill. 
and  whose  ^C!  years  entitle  him  to  liie  lionor  of  beiiip;  tlie  oldest  living 
member  of  the  Society. 


THIRD  ANNUAL  MEETING 
OF  THE 

Tower  Genealogical  Society 

held  at   Hinghem,   Massachusetts, 

June  ^{d,  HMl 

and  the 

ADJOURNED    ANNUAL    MEETING 

held    at    Hingham,    Massachusetts, 

Se'iitember  1st,   1911. 


Members  of  the  Tower  Genealogical  Society  will  take  more  Interest 
In  the  addresses  and  entertainment  features  of  the  Third  Annual  Re- 
union if  we  adhere  to  the  chronological  order  of  events,  which,  by  ii 
wise  provision  of  the  Executive  Board,  placed  business  before  pleasure 
and  the  adjourned  annual  meeting  of  the  Society  on  tlie  above  date. 
preceding  the  Tower  Reunion.  The  account  of  this  meeting  will  be 
found  In  the  report  of  the  Recording  Secretary   which   follows. 


RECORDING    SECRETARY'S    REPORT 
To  the  Members  of  the  T.  G.  S.: 

It  affords  me  much  pleasure  to  report  upon  the  proceedings  of  the 
Society,  and  especially  for  the  tiscal  year  1911.  It  may  be  aijpiopriate. 
however,  to  say  that  the  entire  official  records  of  this  orsanizailon 
cover  a  period  of  a  little  over  two  year.s  and  seven  months. 

The  number  of  words  contained  in  all  the  records  connected  with 
my  ofRjce  are  approximately  45,000,  as  follows:  In  the  official  minutes 
there  are  25,000,  and  in  the  addresses  20,000.  I  have  been  able  to  obtain 
the  principal  addresses  that  were  made  at  the  annual  meetings  and  re- 
unions each  year,  and  these  have  been  carefully  recorded  in  a  perma- 
nent script,  attached  to  the  records  bj  number,  ami  then  filed  for  fiiiure 
reference. 

You  see  that  1  have  much  to  do  in  order  to  handle  properly  this 
Important  branch  of  the  work  as  the  recoids  require  a  great  deal  oi 
attention  for  accuracy;  therefore,  1  would  kindly  ask  to  be  relieve;!  or 
all  committee  work  on  or  before  the  next  aiiiuial  meeting  of  the  Society, 
and  I  believe  you  will  agree  with  me  that  I  am  justitied   in  the  wisli. 

The  first  meeting  on  organization  of  the  Society  was  held  in  Bos- 
ton, Mass.,  on  May  10th,  1909,  at  the  home  of  our  President.  Since  that 
date    meetings    have    been    held    as    follows: 


RECORDING     SECRETARY'S    REPORT  7 

ANNUAL   MEETINGS 

May     31,  1909,  Wilder  Memorial  Hall,  South  Hing-ham,  Mass.;  adjonrnea 
sine  die. 

.Tune    18,  1910,     Wilder     Memorial     Hall,     South     Hingham,     Mass.;     ad- 
journed to 

7:00  p.  m.,  on  the  same  date  at  the  Old  Homestead;  adjourned 
sine  die. 

June  8,  1911,  Old  Tower  Homestead,  South  Hingham,  Mass.;  adjourned  to 

Sept.     1,  191T,  at  G:00  p.  m.,  at  the  same  place;  adjourned'  sine  die. 


MEl^INGS  OF  THE  EXECUTIVE  BOARD 

.Tune      3,  1909,  Office,  South  Boston.  Mass.;  adjourned  sine  die. 

July     24,  19U9,  Office,  South  Boston,  Mass.;   adjourned  to 

July     31,  1909,  at  the  home  of  Mr.   Levi  Lincoln  Tower.  Newton,  -Mass.; 

adjourned  sine  die. 
Sept.  20,  1909,  Office,  South  Boston,  Mass.;   adjourned  sine  die. 

June  IS,  1910,  Old  Tower  Homestead,  South   Hingham,  Mass.;   adjourned 

sine  die. 
Oct.     29,   1910,  Office,  South  Boston,  Mass.;   adjourned  to 
Nov.    12,  1910,    at    the   home   of    Mr.    Oliver    Tower,     Hingham     Center, 

Mass.;  adjourned  sine  die. 

Mar.  4,  1911,  Home  of  Mr.  Oliver  Tower,  Hingham  (^enter,  Mass.;  ad- 
journed sine  die. 

June  3.  1911,  Old  Tower  Homestead,  South  Hingham,  Mass.;  adjourned 
sine  die. 

July  S,  1911.  Old  Tower  Homestead,  South  Hingham.  Mass.;  adjourned 
sine  die. 

Sept.  3,  1911.  Old  Tower  Homestead,  South  Hingham.  Mass.;  adjourned 
sine  die. 

Oct.       2,  1911,   Office.   South,   Boston,    Mass.;    adjourned   to 

Nov.    IS,  1911,   Office,   South   Boston,   Mass.;    adjourned   to 

Nov.  25^  1911.  Office,  South  Boston,  Mass.;  (no  quorum);  adjourned  sine 
die. 


MEETINGS    OF    THE    MEMORIAL    C0MMITT1>:E 

Jiine  3,  1911,  Old  Tower  Homestead,  South  Hingham.  Mass.:  ad- 
journed  to 

Sept.  1,  1911,  Old  Tower  Homestead.  South  Hingham.  Mass.;  ad- 
journed  to 

Sept.  3.  1911,  Old  Tower  Homestead.  South  Hingham.  Mass.;  adjourned 
sine  die. 

Nov       4,  1911,   Office,   South  Boston,   Mass.;    adjourned  to 

Nov!     18,  1911,  Office.  South  Boston,  Mass.;   adjourned  sine  die. 

On  March  4th  1911,  one  of  tlie  most  enthusiastic  Executive  Board 
meetings  of  the  year  was  held  at  the  home  of  Mr.  Oliver  Tower.  Hing- 
ham Center.  Mass.  At  this  meeting  the  following  resolution  was  offered 
by  Professor  Carl  Vernon  Tower,  and  adopted  by  a  unanimous  vote: 
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WHEREAS,  The  work  of  arousing  a  feeling  of  kinstiip  among  the 
descendants  of  John  Tower  (1),  before  and  since  the  organization  of  this 
Society,  has  now  so  far  progressed  that  it  seems  desirable  to  apijoliit 
or  elect  a  committee  with  the  view  of  ascertaining  the  desirability  (jf 
erecting  a  memorial  tablet  or  monument  to  the  memory  of  our  ances- 
tor, John  Tower  (1) ; 

THEREFORE,  be  it  RESOLVED,  That  a  committee'  consisting  of 
our  President,  Mr.  George  Warren  Tower  (9),  and  six  or  more  members 
of  the  Society  whom  he  may  appoint  to  serve  with  him,  be  hereby  ap- 
pointed to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  Society,  and  its  friends  a  proposal 
to  erect  a  monument  to  the  memory  of  John  Tower  (1),  near  the  place 
where  his  remains  now  lie  in  the  High  Street  Cemetery,  Hingham. 
Mass.;  that  said  committe  shall  have  charge  of  all  moneys  tliat  have 
been  or  may  hereafter  be  donated  or  bequeathed  to  the  Society  for  this 
purpose,  the  sums  so  received  to  be  used  for  erecting  and  maintaining 
a  monument  to  the  memory  of  John  Tower  (I),  in  the  aforesaid  cemetery; 
that,  moreover,  this  committee  be  a  committee  on  all  memorial  work  as 
provided  in  the  Charter  and  By-laws. 

The  Executive  Board,  on  May  11,  1911.  adopted  a  re.solution  which 
provides  that  five  members  of  the  Memorial  Committee  shall,  at  any 
regularly  called  meeting  of  the  Committee,  constitute  a  quorum. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Memorial  Committee  held  on  June  od,    l'.m, 
the  following  offlcers  of  said   committee   were  elected: 
George  Warren  Tower,  Chairman 

Carl  Vernon  Tower.  Secretary 

John   Henry  Tower,  Treasurer 

It  was  moved  that  the  Chairman  of  the  Memorial  Committee  be 
empowered  to  collect  all  moneys  for  memorial  purposes,  that  he  place 
these  funds  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Committee,  who  sliall 
deposit  the  same  in  a  savings  bank,  and  that  no  bills  shall  be  paid  ex- 
cept  by  order  of  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee.     Carried. 

It  was  moved  that  all  acts  of  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee,  previ- 
ous to  this  meeting,  be  approved,  and  that  all  expenses  incurred  on  ac- 
count of  this  memorial  matter  be  paid  from  the  Memorial  Fund.  Carried. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Memorial  Committee  held  on  Sei)tember  :!<1. 
1911.  a  motion  prevailed  that  the  Chairman  be  empowered  to  appolui 
two  members  of  the  Committee  who  should  serve  with  him  as  a  Sub- 
committee on  .Memorial  to  gather  information  regarding  the  style  of 
monument  best  suited  to  our  purpose,  said  committee  to  report  in  full 
at    some    future   meeting   of   the    Memorial    Committee. 

At  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Society  held  on  .lune  Md.  1911,  the 
following  officers   were  re-elected: 

OFFICERS 

George  Warren  Tower  (9),  of  Boston,  .Mass President 

Uanlel  Nichols  Tower    (7),  of  Cohasset.   .Mass Vice-Presideiu 

Francis  I. eon  Tower  (8).  of  Medford.   .Mass Recording  Secretary 

Walter  Lamont  Tower  (9),  of  Dalton,  Mass Corresponding  Secretar> 

James   Wallace  Tower   (8),  of  New   York   City    Treasurer 

.MIO.MBERS    OF   THE    KXICCUTIVE   BOARD 

Oliver   Towei'    (9»,   of    llin.^liam,    .Vlass. 

Levi   IJucoln  Tower   (SI,  of  Newton,   .Mass. 

John   Henry   Tower   (T),  of  North   Wesuionth.  Mass. 

Carl   V<'rnoii   Tower   (S).  of   llinghain,   .\la!-:s. 
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At  this  meeting  IT  WAS  VOTED,  To  repeal  Section  1  of  Article 
V  of  the  By-laws  of  the  Society,  and  insen  in  i)lace  thereof  the  follow- 
ing words: 

"Section  1.  Annual  Meeting: — The  annual  meeting  of  the  members 
of  the  Society  shall  be  held  in  ihe  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  sub- 
ject to  the  call  of  the  Executive  Board,  the  time  and  place  of  said 
meeting  to  be  determined  by  said  Board.  Ten  members  shall  constitute 
a   quorum   at  all   meetings." 

Mr.  Lucius  Warren  Bartlett  (8),  of  33  Russ  Street,  Hartford,  Conn., 
was  nominated  and  elected  auditor  to  serve  in  behalf  of  the  Society  for 
the  ensuing  year,  with  full  power  to  audit  the  accounts  of  both  the 
Expense  and  Memorial  Funds  and  rei)ort  on  the  matter  in  full  at  the 
fourth  annual  meeting  of  the  Society. 

A  motion  prevailed  that  all  reports  of  the  offtcers,  members  of  the 
Executive  Board,  and  committees  which  are  made  from  time  to  time 
shall  be  filed  with  the  Recording  Secretary. 

Mr.  Oliver  Tower  in  reporting  upon  the  work  of  tlie  officers  and 
members  of  the  Executive  Board,  expressed  gratification  at  the  results 
which  have  been  obtained  in  behalf  of  the  organization  during  the  past 
year,  and  felt  that  the  work  would  be  a  continued  success.  He  called 
attention  to  a  portion  of  it  which  has  been  accomplished  during  the  last 
administration,  and  believed  that  the  Executive  Board  would  receive  the 
full  endorsement  of  the  Society   for  its  meritorious  services. 

At  tiie  Adjourned  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Society  held  in  the  evening 
of  September  1st,  1911,  IT  WAS  MOVED,  That  in  the  future  all  official 
records  of  the  Tower  Genealogical  Society  be  written  with  Biggins'  Kn- 
grossing  Ink;    seconded  and  so  voted. 

IT  WAS  MOVED,  That  the  a))plication  fees  of  all  i)ersons  who  apply 
for  membershi'P  in  the  Tower  Genealogical  Society  on  or  after  the  date 
of  October  1st,  and  are  admitted  to  membership,  shall  cover  dues  for 
remainder  of  current  and  all  of  the  following  year;  seconded  and  carried. 

In  regard  to  the  question  of  whetlier  or  not  the  Society  should  hold 
a  reunion  in  the  year  1912,  IT  WAS  MOVED,  That  the  matter  be  left 
with    the   Executive   Board;    seconded  and  so  voted. 

THE    FOLLOWING    COMMITTEES    HAVE    BEEN    KM.ECTED: 

SPECIAL  COMMITTEE  ON   MEMBERSHIP 

Walter  Lamont  Tower 
Francis  Leon  Tower 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Eixecutive  Board  held  on  June  3d,  1909.  IT  WAS 
VOTED,  That  until  further  ordered,  the  Corresponding  Secretary  and 
the  Recording  Secretary  shall  have  authority  to  pass  upon  the  eligibility 
of  ai)plicants  for  membership  in  the  Society,  the  powers  of  the  Executive 
Board  being  delegated  to  the  two  secretaries  as  a  Special  Committee 
on    Membership. 

COMMITTEE  ON  THIRD  ANNUAL  REUNION 

Cohasset,  .Mass.,  Saturday,  Sei)tember  '2i].   1911. 
Daniel  Nichols   Tower 
Newcomb  Bates  Tower 
Eugene  .\ichols  Tower 

of  Cohasset,   Mass. 
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SOUVENIR  CO.MMITTEK 

Walter  Laniont  Tower 
Elizabeth   Al)bott  Tower 
Bessie   Lord   Tower 

COMMITTEE  ON  LITERATURE  AND   RESOLUTIONS 

Walter  Lamont  Tower,  Dal  ton,  Mass. 

James   Wallace  Tower,  200   Fifth  Ave.,  New   York,  N.   Y. 

Carl   Vernon  Tower,  South   HinRham,   Mass. 

COMMITTEE   ON   ENCROSSING 

Francis    Leon  Tower,  89  Sheridan  Ave.,  MecH'ord,  Mass. 

COMMITTEE  ON  1911   REPORT 

Carl   Vernon    Tower,    Hinj^haipi,    Mass. 
John  Henry  Tower,  North  Weymouth,  Mass. 
Daniel  Nichols  Tower,  Cohasset,  Mass. 

MEMORIAL  COMMITTEE* 

Immediately  following  the  adjournment  of  the  Third  Annual  Meetin,^. 
on  June  2d,  1911,  a  meeting  of  the  lilxecutive  Hoard  was  held.  At  this 
meeting,  IT  WAS  VOTED,  That  Messrs.  Oliver  Tower,  John  Henry 
Tower  and  George  Wan-en  Tower,  be  empowered  to  serve  as  members 
of  a  I'Mnance  Hoard,  said  Board  to  act  on  all  bills  presented  to  the  So- 
ciety for  payment,  the  approval  of  the  payment  of  bills,  and  restrictions 
of  approval,  to  be  made  at  the  discretion  of  the  said  Board. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Executive  Board  lield  on  November  ISth.  1911, 
the  plan  to  hold  the  Fourth  Annual  Reunion  of  the  descendants  of  .lohn 
Tower,   in    Detroit,   Michigan,    in   the  year    1912,   was   approved. 

I  sincerely  hope  that  those  who  attended  the  reunion  at  Cohasset 
had  an  opportunity  to  examine  the  records  and  general  exhibits  which 
were  there  displayed  for  their  benefit.  Each  year  finds  our  Society 
better  prepared  to  provide  for  the  pleasure  and  entertainment  of  our 
visiting  members,  relatives  and  friends,  at  these  reunions.  The  barrier 
of  distance  between  us  has  been  broken  down.  We  are  becoming  better 
acquainted  with  one  another.  The  membership  of  the  Society  has  been 
greatly  increased  during  the  past  year.  But  remember  that  this  mem- 
bership is  limited  only  by  the  number  of  John  Tower  Descendants  now 
living.  We  extend  to  you  all  a  hearty  invitation  to  join  the  Society,  and 
we  look  for  a  large  attendance  at  the  Fourth  Annual  Reunion. 

In  conclusion  I  wish  to  say  that  any  suggestions  which  you  may  offer 
from   time  to   time  relative  to  our  reunions  and  other  matters  pertain- 
ing  to   the   T.   G.   S.   will   be  highly   appreciated   and   thankfully  received 
by  the  officers. 
*See  page  27  for  Memorial  Committee. 

Respectfully  stibmitted, 


Recording  Secretary. 
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The  Society  is  fortunate  in  i)0.ssessing  the  vohmtiiry  services  of  the 
Kecordiny  Secretary  wlio  is  a  professional  artist  penman.  We  venture 
to  say  that  there  are  few  societies  whose  ollicial  rt-cords  are  jjenned  witli 
greater  skill  than  those  which  were  exhibited  at  the  Cohasset  reunion. 
The  Charts,  certificates  of  membership  and  other  exhibits  of  the  Recording 
Secretary  were  well  worth  seeing. 


CORRESPONDING  SECRETARY'S  REPORT 

Since  last  reporting  to  you  on  June  18th,  1910,  I  have  collected 
about  200  genealogical  charts,  among  these  being  about  50  furnished 
by  Miss  Enuua  S.  Tower,  Member  No.  90  of  Manchester,  N.  H.  The 
latter  were  included  in  my  report  last  year,  but  were  not  received  or 
catalogued  until  the  past  winter.  Approximately  S80  genealogical  charts 
are  now  catalogued  and  filed.  James  Wallace  Tower  has  probably  about 
.^)(i  charts  unlisted,  and  1  have  on  hand  about  10  unlisted  charts. 

The  charts  received  this  year  bave  been  well  distributed  among  the 
several  branches,  with  the  Ibrook  branch  leading,  closely  followed  by 
the  Benjamin. 

Considerable  data  of  a  genealogical  and  historical  nature  have  been 
collected  outside  of  the  regular  charts.  A  notable  contribution  to  the 
Samuel  Branch  was  furnished  by  Martin  Eugene  Smith,  Member  No. 
25  of  Northampton,   Mass. 

By  vote  of  the  Executive  Board,  a  circular  letter  and  2nd  Annual 
Report  were  issued  under  the  direction  of  your  Corresponding  Secretary, 
and  Treasurer,  for  the  cost  ol"  which  I  refer  you  to  the  Treasurer's  re- 
port. 

The  Second  Annual  Report  was  issued  under  most  unusual  difficul- 
ties owing  to  the  extended  illness  of  Mr.  Oatman,  the  printer  in  charge 
of  the  work.  Part  of  the  work  was  done  in  Albany,  the  remainder  m 
Pittsfield,  :Mass. 

Every  one  knows  that  it  is  difficult  to  sail  an  uncharted  sea.  It  is 
doubtful  if  many  members  of  the  T.  G.  S.  appreciate,  the  difficulty  of 
obtaining  authentic  information  regarding  the  uncharted  ancestry  of  the 
numerous  John  Tower  Descendants  now  on  our  mailing  list.  Note- 
worthy features  of  the  Corresponding  Secretary's  report  are  the  numer- 
ous additions  to  this  list,  the  large  number  of  charts  now  catalogued, 
and  the  steady  growth  in   the  membership  of  the  Society. 

Practically  all  genealogical  data  now  in  the  hands  of  your  Corres- 
ponding Secretary  have  been  systematized  and  properly  carded  and  in- 
dexed. 

I  call  vour  attention  to  the  many  additions  to  our  address  list  of 
descendants  This  list  was  revised  and  corrected  to  April  1st,  1911,  by 
me  and  has  since  been  reissued  by  our  President.  This  list  now  con- 
tains very  nearly  1700  names  and  is  very  free  from  duplicates  or  repeti- 
tions in  the  same  familv,  except  in  cases  where  entire  families  have 
become  members  of  our  Society.  It  is  my  belief  that  this  list  is  one 
of  the  best  owned  by  any  similar  family  organization,  although  many 
of  these  organizations  are  much  older  than  ours. 

I  would  respectfullv  recommend  that  the  Society  so  amend  its  By- 
1  aws  as  to  admit  associate  or  non-relative  members  to  our  Society,  said 
members  to  enjoy  all  the  privileges  of  regular  members  except  the 
power  to  vote  in  meetinss  or  hold  ofiice  in  our  Society. 
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Members  of  the  Tower  Genealogical  Society  will  be  interested  to 
know  that  up  to  the  present  date,  Dec.  Ist,  1911,  324  applications  for 
membership  have  been  presented.  One  honorary  membership  has  been 
granted,  making  the  total  membership  325.  Total  number  of  applications 
approved  By  the  Special  Committee  on  Membership,  319.  Deaths  re- 
ported among  members  since  organization,  8.  Total  active  members  of 
the  Society,  317,  distributed  as  follows: 

Massachusetts,  164;  New  York,  38;  Michigan,  28;  Vermont,  10; 
Illinois,  10;  Maine,  7;  Connecticut,  7;  California,  5;  Nebraska,  5;  Wash- 
ington, 5;  New  Hampshire,  4;  Wisconsin,  4;  Iowa,  3;  Ohio,  3;  Missouri, 
2;  New  Jersey,  2;  Rhode  Island,  2;  Oregon,  2;  Indiana,  2;  Colorado,  2;' 
Montana,  2;  District  of  Columbia,  2;  Oklahoma,  1;  Louisiana,  1;  Tenne- 
see,   1;    Virginia,   1;    Pennsylvania,  1;    Florida,   1;    Kansas,  1;    Canada,   1. 

The  total  number  of  genealogical  charts  listed  is  922. 

Respectfully  submitted  by 
WALTER  LAMONT  TOWER, 

Corresponding  Secretary. 

We  are  reminded  to  say  in  connection  with  the  Treasurer's  report, 
printed  below,  that  PROMPT  PAYMENT  OF  THE  ANNUAL  FEE  for 
membership  in  the  T.  G.  S.  is  urgently  requested.  Those  who  are  do- 
ing the  work  of  your  society  receive  no  compensation  whatever  for  their 
time  and  labor.  The  annual  fee  of  ONE  DOLLAR  is  small,  but  every 
dollar  helps.  Please  send  the  amount  due  to  James  Wallace  Tower, 
Treasurer,  Room  1303,  Fifth  Avenue  Building,  200  Fifth  Avenue,  New 
York  City. 

TREASURER'S    REPORT 

Mr.  President  and  Fellow  Members:  — 

Your  Treasurer  begs  leave  to  submit  the  following  report  In  abstract, 
which  covers  from  June  1st,  1910,  to  June  1st,  1911: 

Total  receipts  for  year,  including  balance  of  $35.59 

from  retiring  Treasurer,    $407.29 

Total   disbursements   for   year 392.81 

Leaving    balance    on    hand $14.48 

Disbursements  grouped: 

1909  Miscellaneous  expenses  $  45.90 

1910  Reunion    expenses    160.35 

1910  Report  expenses  and  circular  letter 153.06 

1910  General    expenses     33.50 

$392.81 
For  itemized  report  on  account  of  1910  reunion  report,  see  Record- 
ing Secretary's  files  for  REPORT  NO.  7.  Donations  were  made  to  help 
finance  the  payment  of  this  report  by  several  members  of  the  Executive 
Hoard;  the  sums  so  donated  amounted  to  $88.00;  the  balance  came  from 
the  Treasury. 

Your  Treasurer  would  recommend  that  the  application  fees  of  all 
persons  who  apply  for  Society  membership  on  or  after  the  date  of  Octo- 
ber 1st,  shall  cover  dues  for  remainder  of  current  and  all  of  following 
year  Respectfully  Submitted, 

J.   WALLACK  TOWER, 

Treasurer. 


Third  Annual  Reunion 


at  Cohasset,   Mass., 
September,  2d,  1911 


It  is  fortunate  that  the  duties  of  youi-  Committee  on  1911  Report  do 
not  conipreliend  those  of  judge  and  critic,  or  we  should  now  tind  our- 
selves face  to  face  with  a  situation  from  which  the  most  artful  comhiuu- 
tions  of  words  would  fail  to  extricate  us.  There  is  so  much  that  we 
should  like  to  say  in  praise  of  this  Tliird  Reunion! — But  then,  there 
ib  so  much  that  we  might  add,  or  repeat,  in  api)reciation  of  the  two 
former  reunions  in  the  adjacent  and  parent  town  of  Hingham!  We  are 
glad  that  a  choice  is  not  required  of  us,  and  that  with  the  impartiality  of 
a  mimeograph  we  may  record  events  simply  as  they  occurred,  pausing 
only  to  note  two  unusual  circumstances  under  which  this  reunion  was 
lield. 

In  the  lirst  place  the  members  of  the  family  foregathered  at  Cohas- 
set, as  we  have  said,  and  not  in  Hingham.  This  in  itself  was  revolution- 
ary, if  contiadiction  to  an  established  policy  of  two  years  may  be  so 
called.  It  was  an  emergency  casi'  and  we  hastened  to  consult  the  direc- 
tory. Having  learned  that  the  Towers  of  Cohasset  are  nearly  as  numer- 
ous as  the  sands  of  the  sea  which  laves  its  shores,  and  that  the  climate 
is  similar  to  that  of  Hingham — of  genial  warmth  at  all  seasons  when 
'J'owers  meet — we  had  no  more  misgivings.  We  confess  a  twinge  of  re- 
gret as,  with  150  or  more  of  our  kindred,  we  passed  the  "Old  Homestead" 
on  our  convergent  ways  from  the  North,  West  and  South.  But  we  stilled 
conscience  with  thoughts  of  the  broadening  inliueiices  of  travel  and  of 
I  brook's  home  that  we  had  long  wanted  to  see.  We  did  not  see  it,  to 
be  sure,  for  Time,  which  had  passed  by  the  Hingham  Homestead  as 
the  Lord  aforetime  passed  over  the  homes  of  the  Israelites,  had  not  deal' 
kindly  with  Ibrook's  house.  The  superstructure  was  gone  and  only  the 
hull  remained.  But  the  eyes  of  visiting  Towers  were  satisfied  by  the 
sight  of  another  old  Cohasset  homestead  (1),  as  fine  as  one  could  see  in  a 
day's  journey  hereabouts,  and  their  hearts  were  wai'med  by  the  cordial 
welcome  of  their  Cohasset  kindred. 

The  reunion,  was,  in  fact,  all  too  short  in  the  opinion  of  many,  being 
only  of  one  day's  duration.  This  was  the  second  unusual  circumstance 
we  !i;id  to  mention.  It  )iecessitated  some  change  and  (uirtailmeiu  oi' 
program  and   the   dispatch  of  Society   business  of  the  preceding  evening. 

Foi-  a  fortnight  l-Tastern  Massachusetts  had  experienced  a  tropical 
rainy  season,  and  no  one  interested  in  the  coming  reunion  had  counted 
on  the  assistance  of  the  weather.  But  the  downpour  ceased,  the  skies 
cleared,  and  the  sun  shone  with  dazzling  brightness  and  penetrating 
warmth.  This  circumstance  was  imi)ressed  upon  our  memory  as.  about 
two  o'clock,  .we  all  gathered  on  the  common  behind  "The  Old  Church" 
and  facf^d  Mr.  Arakelyan's  rapid  fire  camera  Considering  the  (Jatling 
'.'uii  effect  of  this  piece  in  action,  the  humane  and  even  IlaftcM'ing  re- 
mit warrants  special  mention  in  a  foot-note  ('J  I  of  the  locality  in  which 
these    ;)liotogra[)lis    may    lie    pi-ncuied. 

1.  The  tiomc  of  Al)rnham  Tower  (.'3). 

2.  WrlU'td  Mr.  S.   Araki-iyan,  riDC,   lionuiiu  Street.  Boston.  Mas.s. 
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The  town  hall,  facing  the  common,  had  been  borrowed  for  our  use, 
and  the  Entertainment  Committee  with  becoming  modesty  had  passed 
the  word  that  simple  refection  would  be  found  within.  The  keenly  ap- 
preciative guests  who  sat  at  the  tables  with  appetites  set  on  edge  by 
the  sea  breezes,  found  it  a  feast. 

It  is  ditticult  on  such  occasions  to  carry  out  a  program  with  mathe- 
matical rigidity,  much  of  the  enjoyment  consisting  in  the  informality  of 
the  brief  associations.  It  was  late  when  the  diners  gathered  in  the  main 
hall  to  hear  the  excellent  music  and  admirable  addresses  which  had 
been  promised  for  their  instruction  and  entertainment.  Owing  to  the 
lateness  of  the  hour  some  of  the  excursions  that  had  been  planned  tor 
the  day  were  not  undertaken.  Nevertheless,  the  nautically  inclined 
collected  a  party  and  sailed,  or  steamed,  or  motored — our  informant  does 
not  state  particuh^rs — upon  the  blue  waters  of  Cohasset  harbor  to  the 
famous  "Minot's  Light,"  while  all  but  the  latest  arrivals  found  oppor- 
tunity after  registration  to  see  something  of  the  beautiful  and  historic 
town. 

When  we  say  that  the  registration  sheets  showed  the  presence  of 
140  persons — and  always  there  are  many  who  neglect  this  formality — 
you  will  understand  the  persistent  interest  of  Tower  descendants  and 
friends  in  these  reunions.  We  gladly  embrace  this  opportunity  to  offer 
our  hearty  congratulations  to  the  Committee  on  Arrangements  for  the 
1911  Reunion,  and  to  all  who  took  part,  making  the  reunion  one  to  b^ 
remembered   with  pleasure  by   those  who  attended. 

A  word  should  be  said  regarding  the  music  at  this  reunion.  It  was 
of  such  a  standard  of  excellence;  it  was  so  much  praised  and  enjoyed 
by  those  who  attended,  that  this  society  should  feel  proud  of  the  fact 
that  the  members  of  the  orchestra  were,  with  possibly  a  single  excep- 
tion, .John  Tower  descendants.  The  Cohasset  Towers  have  for  years 
had  an  enviable  reputation  as  musicians,  and  at  present  one  of  the  best 
orchestras  in  this  part  of  the  country  is  Tower's  Orchestra  of  Hingham. 
Few  violinists,  we  venture  to  say,  could  entertain  with  greater  skill 
than  Miss  Hazel  F.  Clark  (240)  in  her  "Hungarian  Dance"  solo.  We  sun- 
gest  that  the  musical  temperament  may  lie  a  family  trait. 

The  afternoon  exercises  were  opened  with  an  excellent  orchestral 
selection,  followed  by  prayer  by  Rev.  (ieorge  A.  Smith.  Mr.  Philander 
l^ates  made  a  biief  address  of  welcome.  His  remarks  were  enjoyed 
by  all,  and  we  regret  that  they  were  not  recorded  for  reproduction  here. 
The  President's  address,  mentioned  eailier  in  this  report  is  given  belDw. 


PRESIDENT'S     ADDRESS  1& 


PRESIDENT'S  ADDRESS 

I  am  glad  to  be  with  you  today,  and  only  wish  that  I  had  the  natural 
gift  or  training  of  speech  by  which  to  express  to  you  the  thoughts  which 
crowd  one's  mind  on  such  an  occasion  as  this. 

In  behalf  of  the  officers  of  your  society  1  wish  to  thank  you  for  the 
loyal  support  given  us  the  past  year.  That  so  many  are  here  today  is 
ample  proof  of  your  interest  in  your  family  in  the  broad  sense.  If  other 
proof  were  needed,  it  is  a  fact  that  your  society  now  numbers  more  than 
'JOO  members  and  has  a  mailing  list  of  ItJtiS  names,  with  addresses  of 
,Iohn   Tower   descendants. 

Our  motto  is  the  Fifth  Commandment,  and  the  work  of  choosing  and 
electing  a  suitable  memorial  to  our  ancestor,  John  Tower  (1)  is  going  for- 
ward steadily.  The  time  should  not  be  far  distant  when  all  of  our  Puri- 
tan and  Pilgrim  Ancestors  who  laid  the  foundation  of  this  great  nation 
of  ours  will  have  suitable  recognition.  It  is  now  our  privilege  to  show 
our  belief  in  these  noble  men  and  women  and  in  those  things  for  which 
they  stood.  In  doing  this  the  inspiration  that  leads  us  to  be  better  and 
nobler  men  and  women  will  be  ours. 

It  is  a  natural  instinct  to  love  our  children,  and  in  a  less  degree  all 
our  kindred;  last,  but  most  important  of  all,  is  that  somewhat  rare 
attribute  of  love  for  unborn  generations.  Who  among  us  but  would  be 
glad  to  know  more  of  his  ancestor's  public  and  private  life?  Hence 
the  importance  of  family  organization  for  the  collection  and  preservation 
of  data  for  coming  generations. 

We  have  a  Memorial  Committee,  a  Committee  on  Heredity,  and  a 
very  efficient  genealogist  in  our  Corresponding  Secretary.  T  should  like 
to  appoint  each  one  of  you  a  committee  of  one  to  write  your  own  life- 
history,  chiefly,  as  \  have  intimated,  for  the  use  of  your  own  children, 
but  1  am  stire  that  our  Genealogist  and  our  Committee  on  Heredity 
would  be  glad  to  receive  a  copy. 

What  would  we  not  give  for  a  complete  biography  of  each  one  of 
our  forebears!  I  believe  the  time  will  come  when  it  will  be  thought 
as  necessary  to  make  and  keep  such  records  of  our  lives  as  it  now  is  to 
record  a  title  to  our  property.  Let  me  urge  each  one  of  you  to  set  the 
same  valuation  upon  himself  that  Benjamin  Franklin  did  upon  his  ow)i 
life  in  writing  his  autobiography,  and  when  you  have  written  your  own. 
see  that  every  one  of  your  descendants  and  friends  has  a  copy.  You 
may  be  sure  that  it  will  be  kept  with  their  choicest  possessions.  This 
should  make  for  our  good  citizenship,  which  is  the  best  and  highest 
honor  that  we  can  pay  to  our  ancestors.  Let  each  one  of  us  strive  for 
the  good   of  the  present   and   future  members  of  our  family. 

It  is  fitting  that  eacli  ofhcer  of  the  Society  now  tell  you  briefly  of 
his  work  during  the  past  year,  after  which  it  will  be  your  privilege  to 
listen  to  addresses  by  Rev.  K.  Q.  S.  Os.nood,  of  Hrattleboro,  Vermont. 
and  Ceneral  Luthei-  Stephenson  of  Hinghani.  and  a  poem  which  .Mr, 
l<:dwanl   Nichols  has  kindly  written  for  us. 

The  pomp  and  circumstance  which  attend  the  placing  of  memorials 
I  he  world  over  oiten  obscure  their  real  import  in  human  life.  Rev.  K. 
(l  S.  Osgood,  member  of  T.  G.  S.  No.  315,  treated  their  broader  signitl- 
cance  in  one  of  the  best  addresses  which  members  of  the  family  have 
had  the  pleasure  f>f  he.iring  at   these  reunions.     He  s|)oke  as  follows: 
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"THE   SIGNIFICANCE   OF    MEMORIALS." 

I  have  been  asked  to  speak  briefly  on  the  si!ini(icance  of  Memorials, 
— what  they  represeni,  or  shoald  represent,  to  all  thouylitliil  people.  This 
theme  is  certainly  in  harmony  with  the  occasion  tliat  has  brought  us  to 
this  quiet  village  by  the  sea.  to  join  in  these  exercises  today.  We  all  I'^-ui' 
in  mind  the  past;  but,  just  in  proportion  as  tliis  past  is  lighted  up  and 
made  more  vivid,  by  illuminating  record,  or  graven  tablet,  oi'  the  con- 
crete expression  of  personal  opinion  or  i-esearch,  does  it  assume  a  it-al 
value  to  us. 

To  begin  with, — how  instinctive  is  this  desire  on  the  part  of  human- 
itj',  to  hold  events,  or  persons,  in  remembrance!  And  in  order  that 
this  end  may  be  achieved,  in  what  a  variety  of  ways  are  these  memorials 
established   for  the   beneht  of  generations  to  come! 

If  we  look  simply  at  that  grand  life,  placed  before  us  on  the  pages  of 
the  New  Testament,  we  shall  find  an  illustration  of  this.  The  Master 
was  seated  at  table  wilh  Mary  and  Martha  and  Lazarus  in  their  home 
at  Bethany.  And  at  the  close  of  the  meal,  as  the  different  apostles 
narrate,  Mary  opened  a  box  of  ointment,  very  precious,  whejewith  she 
proceeded  to  annoint  the  head  of  Jesus,  according  to  Oriental  usage. 
Lut  one  of  the  disciples  present,  objecting  because  the  contents  of  the 
box  might  have  been  sold  for  two  hundred  pence  ami  tlie  money  given 
to  the  poor,  the  great  teacher  observed: — 

•'Verily,  I  say  unto  you,  wheresoevei-  this  (Jospel  shall  he  preached 
in  the  whole  world,  there  shall  also  this  that  this  woman  hath  done 
lie  told  lor  a  memorial  of  her." 

Fiis  work  would  soon  be  finished.  Already  were  the  shadows  begin- 
ning to  fall  upon  the  closing  scenes  of  his  pilgrimage.  Nevertheless,  the 
offering  from  the  heart  of  this  woman  wo\ild  be  linked  in  all  after  time, 
with  ills  last  days  upon  earth,  and  hold  both  donor  and  lecipient  in  teiutei- 
remembrance. 

I'pon  a  grassy  hillside,  rising  from  the  blue  waters  of  the  Potomac, 
there  stands  a  venerable  mansion,  which  is  very  dear  to  the  American 
people.  Yet  this  affection  for  the  home  of  Washington  is  based  ui)on 
something  grand(M-  and  far  more  beautiful  than  the  outward  object  that 
meets  the  view.  We  all  know  that  through  sacritice  and  loving  lidelity. 
year  after  year,  has  it  been  possible  for  this  home  to  be  handed  down 
to  the  present  generation,  wilh  all  its  sacred  associations  preserved 
inviolate.  It  speaks  to  us  of  those  far  off  revolutionary  days,  and  of  the 
many  noted  persons  that  have  assembled  within  those  stately  rooms. 
It  also  speaks  to  us,  with  appealing  elo(|uence,  of  the  love  ami  reverence 
of  multitudi'S  of  throbbing  human  souls,  that  must  forever  be  bound  uj) 
with  its  traditions  and  its  honoied  history. 

A  few -autumns  ago,  I  was  one  of  a  large  gatheiing  of  the  citizens 
of  Brattleboro  (my  present  home),  bi-ought  together  on  the  "Valley 
Fair"  Grounds  to  witness  the  consecu-ation  of  a  granite  tablet  that  had 
been  erected,  in  order  to  keep  in  pei-petual  remembrance  the  uses  lo 
which  this  iield  had  been  put,  during  the  stirring  period  of  our  Civil 
War.  This  was  a  gift  of  sentiment.  The  money  devoted  to  its  purchase 
might  have  been  spent  on  school,  or  hospital,  or  other  public  impi-ove- 
ment.  Still,  would  we  wish  for  a  moment  the  high  purpose,  lo  further 
which  this  monument  was  built,  to  rem;\in  unfullilled?  Nay.  above  ma- 
t<-rial  agencies  and  the  (leeting  ambitions  of  the  passing  hour,  are  fitly 
:-aised  in  their  ajtpropriate  time  anil  place,  ideals  of  patriotisiu,  of  civic 
honor  and  of  servic(>  to  (lod  and  man,  which  abide,  and  transniir  from 
i.'eneration  to  generation  a  message  that  glows  and  burns! 
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W.ithiii  the  church,  of  which  I  am  the  minister,  there  has  recently 
been  placed,  with  fitting  ceremony,  a  delicately  carved  statue  of  marble 
entitled  "The  Recording  Angel."  This  represents  the  last  work  of  the 
sculptor,  Larkin  G.  Meade,  who  died  in  Florence  less  than  a  year  ago. 
It  is  a  memorial  gift,  intended  to  keep  in  loving  remembrance  two  of 
the  former  members  of  the  Society,  who  in  their  day  and  generation  had 
done  faithful  service  in  its  behalf.  The  beautiful  face  of  this  statue  looks 
out  upon  the  congregation  every  Sunday,  calling  up  precious  memories, 
deepening  the  religious  impulse  of  every  worshiper,  bringing  Heaven 
nearer  to  earth. 

Our  exercises  today  are  being  held  within  a  stone's  throw  of  a 
Meeting  House  dating  from  Colonial  times  when  George  U  was  king  of 
England. 

It  bears  witness  to  the  filial  care  with  which  it  has  been  preserved 
and  invested  with  an  added  grace,  with  the  passage  of  years.  Into  its 
walls  are  interwoven  the  generosity,  the  spirit  of  self-sacrifice,  and  the 
deep  sense  of  personal  obligation,  such  as  characterize  a  band  of  dis- 
ciples, seeking  to  serve  a  Common  Master  and  to  do  God's  holy  will  in 
sincerity  and  truth.  It  is  a  memorial  to  the  past,  inviting  each  thought- 
ful soul  to  ponder  over  the  periods  of  history,  whether  secular  or  re- 
ligious, which  it  suggests  so  vividly.  King  and  colony;  president  and 
republic;  Unitarian  and  Trinitarian;  radical  and  conservative, — are  all 
words  that  have  acquired  a  broader  meaning  since  the  foundations  of  this 
building  were  laid.  But  in  quiet  dignity  this  place  of  worship  lives  on, — 
a  reminder  of  what  has  gone  on  before, — yet  a  harbinger,  as  well,  of 
I  he  wealth   of  interest  the  future  holds  in  store. 

We  come  together  as  members  of  a  great  household,  intent  upon 
bringing  freshly  to  mind  something  of  the  history  of  the  past  in  which 
our  ancestors  held  an  honored  place.  This,  however,  is  in  the  nature 
of  a  memorial.  Though  no  stone  is  raised,  or  building  dedicated,  or 
tablet  inscribed  with  fitting  words,  yet  is  the  spirit  of  remembrance 
invoked.  The  soul  life  within  is  stirred  by  the  message  that  is  brought. 
All, — old  and  young,—  leave  for  the  moment  the  scenes  of  the  present, 
and.  in  imagination,  recall  the  olden  days  when  the  laborers  in  the 
colony  were  few,  and  the  wilderness  had  only  just  begun  to  yield  to 
the  woodman's  axe.  The  consciousness  of  this  good  work  done  in 
this  early  time  is,  in  itself,  a  memorial   worthy  of  record. 

To  pause,  even  for  a  brief  interval,  in  the  midst  of  the  incessant 
duties  and  demands  of  a  restless  age,  to  look  back  upon  a  remote  period 
In  the  Annals  of  New  England,  and  to  study  this  period  quietly  and 
sympathetically,   teaches  a  lesson  that  cannot  be  misunderstood. 

But  what,  we  may  well  ask,  is  the  underlying  significance  of  mem- 
orials such  as  I  have  just  brought  before  you?  Is  it  to  be  found  on  a 
high  or  a  low  plane?  Is  it  a  quality  lying  on  the  surface,  or  so  bound 
up    with   the  heart   of  things  as   to   touch    deeply   life   and   destiny? 

You  know  well  what  our  answer  must  be.  Memorials  like  these 
teach  a  lesson  of  inspiration  and  cheer.  They  reveal  the  deep  places  of 
human  character. 

The  lion  carved  in  stone  that  greets  the  traveler  at  Lucerne  calls 
to  memory  an  episode  in  the  French  Revolution.  It  points  to  a  time 
when  Louis  XVI  and  his  household  were  protected  against  a  Parisian 
mob  in  the  Palace  of  the  Tuilleries.  The  Swiss  guard,  numbering  some 
eight  hundred  men,  gave  up  their  lives  in  defence  of  the  king, — an  act 
of  heroism  that  is  justly  immortalized  by  this  impressive  figure.  With 
what  a  clarion  note  does  this  deed  call  upon  men  of  a  later  day  to 
be  loyal  to  the  trust  placed  in  their  keeping! 
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Al)botsford  is  beloved  as  a  memorial  to  the  lite  and  writings  of  Sir 
Walter  Scott.  Nevertheless,  something  more  than  the  illustrious  authoi- 
is  borne  in  mind  as  the  pilgrim,  with  reverent  feet,  tarries  at  the  shrine. 
He  is  compelled,  is  he  not,  to  recognize  the  fidelity  of  a  man  intent 
upon  fulfiilling  a  moral  obligation,  even  if  thereby  his  own  days  on  earth 
are  numbered.  The  upholding  of  a  principle  is  to  be  met  hei'e  which 
proclaims  its  quickening  message  to  all  the  children  of  (Jod. 

Then,  too,  memorials  possess  not  only  an  inspiring  signiticance,  but 
one  that  is  closely  intertwined  with  the  living  personality.  By  the  shores 
of  Walden  pond  there  once  lived  the  poet  naturalist,  Henry  D.  Tlioreau, 
and  admirers  of  his  have  in  recent  days  raised  a  simple  mound  of 
stone  on  the  site  of  his  rude  dwelling,  to  show  their  esteem.  Devotion  is 
displayed  here,  not  only  to  the  fruits  of  a  quaint  philosophy  and  of  a 
profound  and  sympathetic  insight  into  Nature's  secrets,  but  likewise  to 
the  man.  himself,  individualized  by  his  moods  and  habits  of  life.  In  the 
same  way  is  Louisa  Alcott  borne  in  remembrance  through  the  Old  .Man.se 
on  the  Lexington  road,  her  home  for  many  years.  Very  fitly  is  this 
ancient  house  preserved  as  a  memorial  to  this  woman's  ideals  of  con- 
duct and  her  gracious  presence,— to  her  personality,  in  other  words,  as 
well  as  to  the  stories  which  have  found  an  entrance  into  so  many  hearts 
We  like  to  think  of  memorials  like  these  w'.iich  reflect  so  vividly  th-^ 
inner  nature  of  those  whose  names  are  as  honsehold  words  to  ns,  call- 
ing up  a   past    filled    with   both   promise   and   achievement. 

Yet  in  a  purer  light,  still,  must  meinorials  he  regarded  whrn  thev 
are  linked  in  our  thought  with  the  broadening  out  of  the  Father's  King- 
dom in  the  world.  Such  will  be  the  memorial  to  CJeorge  T.  Ang:>l!,  ih" 
lover  of  all  animal  life,  devoted  to  the  service  of  the  humblest  creature 
that  breathes.  Such  a  memorial  do  we  find  in  every  Catholic  church,— 
the  light  ever  burning  at  the  aitar,  to  reveal  the  close  connection  of  that 
divine  life  of  mankind  today.  The  maiden,  Hilda,  in  her  crumbling 
tower  in  Rome,  tended  a  light  like  this,  and,  as  she  did  so,  was  «>n\vrai) 
ped  in  an  atmosphere  of  holiness  and  peace. 

Memorials,  however,  have  not  only  a  meaning  full  of  inspiration. 
one  that  strikes  the  personal  note;  or  that  is  divine  at  heart;  but  such 
as  reaches  out  to  eternal  things,  "The  Memorial  Virtue  is  immortal,"- - 
so  runs  the  verdict  of  an  old  time  seer.  It  is  not  of  today  or  yesterda>. 
alone,  but  belongs  to  the  future,  becoming  all  the  more  intense  and  sa- 
cred, with  the  passage  of  the  years. 

The  pyramids,  towering  to  heaven  where  the  Nile  cieeps  through 
Egyptian  sands,  remind  us  of  a  remote  past;  they  declare  their  message- 
to  Uie  world  in  the  time  that  now  is;  they  confront  the  coming  centuries, 
as    well.      They   form   a    part   of  time  and   eternity. 

The  Master,  as  he  sat  at  meat  for  the  last  time  with  his  disciples, 
inaugurated  a  service  of  remembrance  that  his  been  transmitted  froir. 
generation  to  generation  in  the  Christian  church.  For  nearly  two 
thousand  years  has  this  rite  been  lovingly  observed.  Yet,  so  incessant 
is  its  claim,  so  clearlv  does  it  keep  in  view  the  "author  and  finisher  ot 
our  faith  "  that  we  are  compelled  to  believe  that  in  ages  to  come  those 
who  call' upon  his  name  and  seek  to  follow  in  his  footsteps,  will  sti!l 
partake  of  the  bread  and  drink  of  the  cup.  The  Last  Supper  possesses 
in  itself  an  eternal  principle  appealing  to  humanity  to  be  maintained 
and  sanctified,  as  an  aid  to  the  development  of  character,  as  a  source  of 
the  purest  religion. 
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We,  friends,  althougli  interested  in  every  true  memorial  and  glad  to 
take  to  heart  the  lesson  it  teaches,  are  willing  to  allow  our  thoughts  to 
be  hemmed  in  by  very  narrow  boundaries  in  this  hour  of  common  fellow- 
ship and  neighborly  greeting.  What  more  impressive  spot  is  there  to 
us  than  the  ancient  Tower  homestead  in  Hingham?  liuilt  in  1<JC4,  when 
only  lately  had  King  Charles  the  Second  come  to  his  own,  this  house  has 
stood  for  more  than  two  centuries,  occupied  by  the  same  family,  endeared 
to  many  generations  of  upright,  God  fearing  people,  an  object  of  loyalty, 
of  respect  and  love.  Is  not  this  memorial  signilicant  of  the  things  that 
Inspire,  that  are  bound  closely  to  lives  that  are  doing  their  honored  part 
in  the  service  of  the  world,  that  possess  the  divine  spirit,  that  abide  for- 
«-;ver?  And  if  this  humble  dwelling  place  has  the  power  to  turn  our 
meditations  into  so  broad  a  channel,  what  may  we  say  of  the  Meeting 
House,  standing  at  the  heart  of  this  Colonial  town,  across  whose 
ihi-eshold  such  multitudes  of  e\  ery  age  bearing  the  name  we  honor  today, 
liave  passed  and  repassed  while  bent  upon  praise  and  prayer?  King 
l)as  been  replaced  by  President,  a  royal  colony  has  become  a  portion 
o\  a  vast  Uej)\iblic,  outward  ceremonies  of  i-eligion  have  changed,  still 
this  venerable  abode  of  wort^hiii  survives,  with  its  message  of  light 
and  cheer  to  the  sons  of  men. 

May  we  not  hope,  too,  that  the  monument  of  enduring  granite  that 
is  sometime  to  grace  this  community  in  which  the  Tower  family  had  its 
birthplace  in  Xew  England,  may  pi-ove  a  pillar  of  remembrance  to  us  all? 
\\'heii  its  bells  peal  and  chime  we  would  that  they  ring  fortli  a  demand 
for  nobh^r  conduct,  for  loltier  ideals,  than  the  past  has  ever  known. 
This  will  be  the  real  criterion  of  the  Memorial  Shaft.  It  must  point 
to  the  present  and  the  future,  as  well  as  to  the  days  gone  by  if  it  is  to 
be  worthy  of  the  best  in  humanity.  Inspiring,  full  of  vitality,  looking 
God-ward,   eiernal,  must   its  message  be. 

And,  lastly,  that  simple  stone  that  is  to  be  raised  and  dedicated 
to  the  first  of  the  family  name  in  this  land  beyond  the  sea, — must  not 
this  be  endowed  with  this  most  priceless  siguihcance?  Such  a  memorial 
is  very  close  to  us  all.  It  summons  out  of  the  shadowy  past  a  distinct 
ligu.-e  that  lived  and  labored,  sacrificed  itself  in  behalf  of  the  common- 
wealth, aiul  reared  a  home  in  tlie  wilderness,  in  order  that  a  bit  of  Old 
i<]ngland  might  be  transplanted  in  the  New,  only  with  a  purer  outlook 
and  a  more  liberal  spirit.  As  we  engage  in  our  deliberations  at  this 
lime  may  we  bear  this  honored  ancestor  in  mind.  Lovingly  and  with 
fond  appreciation  may  we  pay  tribute  to  his  character,  and  see  to  it 
that  the  memorial  bearing  his  name  is  such  as  to  confer  dignity  both 
upon  those  who  give  and  upon  him  who  receives.  Let  such  be  our 
prayer!  Let  such  be  the  heartfelt  wish  of  us  all,  old  and  young,  whether 
from  near  or  fai-,  who  here  are  knit  all  the  more  closely  together  and 
with  nobler  incentives  ui'ging  us  on,  because  of  the  family  traditions  that 
:ire  a  i)recious  legacy  and  the  family  chronicles  that  are  a  goodly  heri- 
tage! 


We  hav'^  always  been  fopd  of  poetry,  and  have  regarded  the  art  of 
niakinu  w(<r(is  I'hyme  with  words  as  one  of  peculiar  excellence  and  dith- 
culty.  Our  own  i)oet  is  able  to  make  them  rhyme  with  figures  as 
you  will  sec  The  following  poem  was  read  by  Mr.  Edward  Nichols  after 
The  audience  had  Iummi  ireaH'd  to  another  i^xcellent  selection  by  the 
orchestra. 
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THE    TOWER     REUNION. 

Cohasset,  Mass.,  Sept.  '2,   1911. 

"Who  are  the  Towers?"  you  ask,  "The  Ibrook  Towers, 

The  sons  of  Benjamin,  the  Jeremiahs? 

Why  do  we  gather  here  to  pass   the   hours? 

In  adulation  of  departed   sires? 

Why   do   the   sons    of   Samuel,   John    the   second,  - 

Gather  today   in  this  Old   Colony  Town? 

Is    it   alone    that    numbers    may    be    reckoned. 

That  names  may  be  approved  and  jotted  down? 

"Who  are  the  Towers?"     Go  read  your  Country's   story. 

In  camp  or  court,  on  tilled  or  tented  field, 

In  mine  or  mill,  in  deeds  of  good  or  glory. 

Place  to  none  other  do  the  Towers  yield. 

For  who,  when  Indian  strife  and  war  and  pillage 
Threatened    the    settlers   of   Old    Hingham   Town, 
Raised    his    own    fort    beyond    the    little    village 
And  held  it,  too,   with  valor  and  renown? 
Surrounded  by  his  sons,  by  them  defended, 
He   scorned  the  herding  of  the  village  folk. 
Kept    his    own    castle,    on    himself   depended. 
Watching  from  dusk  of  eve  till  daylight  broke. 
Against    a    foe,    wily    and    fierce    and    cunning, 
Against   the  fear  of  famine,  fire,  and  thirst. 
Who  was  this  man  to  whom  our  thoughts  are  running? 
Who  but  our  great  ancestor,  JOHN  the  First! 

Then,  worse  than  settler's  strife  'gainst  savage  foeman 

Or  battling  with  the  wilderness  at  hand. 

There  came  the  call  unto  each  sturdy  yeoman 

To  drive  the  French,  and  save  the  English  land. 

To  save  Fort  William  Henry  from  disaster, 

With   the  Colonials  in   the   forest   dim. 

Forced  marches,  hurrying  fast  and  ever  faster. 

We  mark  a  soldier;    and   we  follow  him 

Until   we  see,   by  the  dull  campfire  burning, 

Leaning  his  head  for  rest  against  a  tree. 

His  thoughts  to  home  and  loved  ones  oft  returning. 

That   'tis   our   ancestor,    'tis    n'AN110L(3). 

The  scene  is  changed,  no  more  of  Indian  terror. 
The  Colonists  this  danger  have  o'erconie. 
The   land   is  threatened   now   by   ruler's  error, 
Ry  taxes  tyrannous,  and  patriots  dumb. 
Rut  see, — thro'  Boston's  streets  an  Indian  stealing 
^Vith    muffled    tread,    in    paint   and    feathers   grim, 
With  others  toward  the  wharves  his  way  now  feeling, 
Who   is    this   savage?      What    are    we   to   him? 
Our  "John   the  First"  had   filled   him   full  of  bullets 
If   he   had   seen   him    in   South    Hingham   woods 
In   olden   time, —  to   save   his   geese   and   pullets. 
And,  eke,  to  save  his  scalp, — and  household   goods. 
And    shall    we   tolerate   this    savage  hearty. 
And   let  him   pass   thro'   Boston's  streets  alive? 
Why   surely!      This   is   Boston's  own   Tea   Party 
And  this   Is  our  good   patriot,   ABRAHAM    tf)). 
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Not  alone  'mid  scenes  of  war  and  battle 

Has   the   Tower   metal   shown   its   zest  and   zeal; 

But  in  the  storm,  amid  the  roar  and  rattle 

Of  falling  spars  and  shrouds,  and  vessel's  reel. 

When   the  ill-fated  ship  "Gertrude   Maria" 

Was   cast   in   shattered   wreck   upon   our  coast. 

Among  the  first  to  carry  succor  nigh  her 

Was  one   whose  line  the  name  of  Tower  can  boast. 

Amid    the  shrieking  winds   and   rolling  surges 

The  boat,  now  seeming  lost,  now  borne  aloft. 

Is  guided  by  a  hand  which  duty  urges. 

Whose  worth  and  skill  show  many  a  time  and  oft. 

A   glorious   deed   and    fittingly   rewarded 

By  kingly  gift  and  memory  kept  alive; 

And  on  our  roll  of  honor  here  recorded. 

We   hail    the   name   of  valorous    LEVI    (5). 

Again   in   later   wars,   on  Southern   border 
And   in  the  Civil  strife  which  swept  the  land, 
When  men  were  needed  to  dispel  disorder, 
When  ofticers  were  needed  to  command, 
Amid  the  names  of  Generals  commanding. 
Putting  their  hopes  in  forts,  their  trust  in  Heaven, 
We   find   again   the   name   of  Tower  outstanding 
In  field  and  fort,  our  General  ZEALOUS  (7). 

Turning  from   camp  to  court,  in  modern  ages 

We   hear  again   the   name  of  Charlemagne. 

E'en   as   of  old    it   rings   in    History's   pages. 

The   victories  of   Peace  to  tell   again. 

From  castled   Rhine  to  ice-bound  shores  of  Neva, 

Alike  in    Kaiser's  court  and   Czar's  estate, 

\Vhere   terror   reigns   or  where   the   social   fever 

Affects   alike   the    little   and    the   great. 

The  Ambassador  of  this  our  honored  nation. 

The  herald  of  good  will  to  every  state. 

The  type  of  latter-day   civilization. 

Honored  of  all  there  stands  our  CHARLEMAGNE   (8). 

And    so    the   story    goes;    and    do   you   wonder 
That  we  are  gathered  here,  from  far  and  near. 
Honoring   the  name  of  Tower  again,   and  under 
The   Tower   name   extending    hope   and    cheer? 
A    hearty    welcome    to    all    Tower   descendants 
We  give, — a  willing  hand  to  help  or  guide, 
And    may    the   sturdy    worth   and    independence 
Of  "Old  John  Tower"  be  still  our  hope  and  pride. 
And   from   the  Northern    to  the   Southern   border, 
And    from   the  rising  to   the  setting  sun, 
Tiiroiighont    this   land   of   plenty,    peace,   and  order. 
We   hail    again    the    memory   of   ".John    (1)." 

Edward  Nichols  (9). 

It  is  an  old  sayint;  that  "truth  is  stranger  than  fiction,"  and  many 
of  lis  have  freciuently  seen  this  fact  illustrated  by  actual  incidents  anil 
romance  of  life  which  would  rival  the  dreams  of  the  poet  or  the  vivid 
imagination  of  the  writer  of  fiction  (iiddress  by  Gen.  Luther  Stephenson, 
iiiHmber  No.  2t!4). 
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THE  STORY  OF  JOHN  STEPHENSON  AND  RACHEL  TOWER 

AS  RELATED  BY  GENERAL  LUTHER  STEPHENSON 


Sometime  in  ihe  year  1711,  the  British  war-vessel,  Lucitanus,  was 
anchored  off  the  Cohasset  shore.  She  was  bound  for  New  York,  but 
the  science  of  navigation  was  not  as  well  understood  in  those  days  when 
she  first  sighted  the  shores  of  this  town  as  in  later  times,  so  she  re- 
mained here  through  the  day  and  night  while  her  water-casks  were  being 
refilled  in  preparation  for  a  voyage  of  unknown  length. 

About  midnight  a  young  sailor  stealthily  lowered  himself  into  the 
water,  and  notwithstanding  the  distance  and  the  tide  succeeded  in  reach- 
ing the  rocks  along  the  shore.  There  he  remained  during  tlie  night, 
listening  for  any  sound  which  would  indicate  that  his  Hight  had  been 
discovered  and  that  he  was  being  pursued,  but  when  daylight  appeared 
lie  heard  with  satisfaction  the  noise  of  t'ne  windlass  as  the  anchor  was 
raised,  the  sails  unfurled,  and  the  vessel  sent  out  upon  the  ocean. 

He  watched  her  until  she  disappeared  beyond  the  horizon,  and  then 
the  thoughts  came  rushing  through  liis  mind  like  a  torrent  that  by  his 
rash  act  he  had  severed  all  connection  with  his  country,  his  home, 
mother,  sister  and  brothers,  that  he  was  a  deserter  from  the  British 
navy,  and  that,  if  captured,  he  must  pay  the  penalty  for  his  act  at  the 
yard-arm.  He  realized  that  he  was  alone  in  a  strange  country,  without 
relatives  or  friends  upon  whom  he  could  call  for  aid  and  sympathy. 
These  thoughts  brought  a  feeling  of  utter  loneliness,  almost  of  despair; 
but  he  was  young,  vigorous  in  body  and  mind,  and  when  reason  returned 
to  him  he  realized  that  he  must  accept  the  conditions  that  confronted 
him,  and  by  energy  and  activity  make  his  life  in   the  new  land. 

Hunger  pressed  upon  him,  and  he  started  for  the  village  to  obtain 
food  and  find  temporary  employment,  after  which  he  intended  to  pro- 
ceed to  Boston,  when  he  suddenly  came  upon  a  group  of  girls  who 
had  come  out  with  the  sunrise  to  witness  the  departure  of  the  vessel. 
He  ventured  to  speak  to  them,  and  inquired  whethei'  they  could  direct 
him  to  some  house  where  he  could  get  something  to  eat  and  secure 
lodging  for  a  few  days.  Some  of  these  girls  were  quite  ready  to  talk  with 
him  and  gave  him  the  information  he  desired,  curious  to  know  who  he 
was  and  whence  he  came,  but  one  of  them  stood  aloof,  taking  no  part  in 
the  conversation.  Yet  when  he  turned  to  leave  them  she  gave  him  a 
look  of  kindness  and  sympathy  which  touched  his  heart; — that  glance 
settled   his  future  life  and  destiny. 

Following  their  directions,  he  wended  his  way  toward  the  village  and 
soon  niPt  an  old  citizen  of  the  town,  of  whom  he  made  further  intjuiries 
and  also  asked  the  name  of  "that  pretty  girl,"  one  of  the  group  stand- 
ing on  the  rocks,  whom  he  had  just  passed.  "Well!  they  are  all  pretty 
good  looking,"  said  the  old  man,  "but  which  one  do  you  mean?"  "The 
tallest  onp,  the  one  who  is  now  standing  alone."  "Oh!  that  is  Rachel 
'I'ower,"  was  the  reply.  "That  girl  is  going  to  be  my  wife,"  said  the 
young  fellow.  "Well,  I  must  say,"  again  answered  the  old  man,  "you 
have  plenty  of  assurance  to  make  that  boast.  You  are  evidently  absent 
without  leave  from  the  war-vessel,  without  a  home,  and  seeking  charily. 
Let  me  tell  you  tliiit  whoever  gets  Rachel  Tower  for  a  wife  must  be  a 
true  man  in  every  respect  and  able  to  furnish  lier  such  a  home  as  she 
has  now."  "I  will  make  myself  that  man,  and  [  will  earn  a  home  for 
her,"  was  the  final  reply. 

The  young  sailor  gave  up  his  thoughts  of  going  to  Boston,  and  de- 
cided to  remain  in  Cohasset  and  work  and  strive  for  Rachel  Tower.  He 
was  a  skilled  sliip's  cnrpenter  and  soon  found  employment  at  his  trade. 
Dav  and  night   lie  labrn-rd  to  obtain  the  i)rize  he  sought,  gradually  .i;;iiii- 
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ing  the  confidence  and  respect  of  every  one  by  his  manliness  and  court- 
eous bearing.  We  read  in  Holy  Writ  Jacob  served  seven  years  for  Rachftl, 
but  when  John  Stephenson,  at  the  end  of  five  years,  was  able  to  provide 
a  comfortable  home  and  support  for  Rachel  Tower,  he  told  her  of  his 
love,  which  she  had  long  known,  and  was  made  happy  by  the  frank 
avowal  that  his  affection  was  returned.  Together  they  walked,  hand  in 
hand,  down  the  hillside  of  life,  happy  in  their  mutual  love  and  confidence, 
true  and  faithful  to  the  duties  that  devolved  upon  thera,  his  industry 
and  her  wifely  devotion  and  care  bringing  comfort  and  happiness  into 
their  home.  Many  children  were  born  to  them — sturdy  boys  and  gentle 
girls.  Some  of  them  passed  away  before  the  lives  of  their  parents  were 
ended,  but  these  sorrows  only  strengthened  the  ties  of  mutual  depend- 
ence and  affection  between  John  and  Rachel.  John  became  prosperous 
in  business  and  built  a  number  of  vessels.  One  of  them,  a  fine  barque, 
of  which  he  was  part  owner,  he  named  the  "Mary,"  after  his  mother, 
tie  had  the  confidence  of  the  people  of  the  town  and  took  prominent 
part  in  the  building  of  the  meeting  house  which  stands  close  by. 

The  military  spirit  and  the  love  of  liberty  which  was  in  the  blood 
that  coursed  through  his  veins,  and  Rachel's  loyalty  and  devotion  to  duty, 
descended  to  their  children  and  their  children's  children.  Three  of  their 
sons  served  in  the  French  and  Indian  war,  four  of  their  grandsons  in 
the  war  of  the  Revolution,  while  a  number  of  their  descendants  served 
on  sea  and  land  in  the  war  of  1812. 

After  Sumpter  was  fired  upon  the  Lincoln  Light  Infantry  of  Hing- 
ham  (named  after  Gen.  Benjamin  Lincoln,  of  Revolutionary  fame)  re- 
ceived a  sudden  call  from  Gov.  Andrews  to  report  at  once  in  Boston. 
Six  hours  afterwards  this  company,  which  Included  in  its  ranks  three 
decendants  of  John  and  Rachel,  joined  its  regiment,  the  4th  Mass.  Militia, 
at  the  state  house  in  Boston,  and  in  a  few  minutes  the  regiment  was 
marching  to  the  '"music  of  the  Union"  for  the  South,  the  first  to  leave 
our  own  state,  the  first  Union  regiment  to  land  on  Virginia  soil,  and  the 
first  volunteer  organization  that  was  mustered  into  the  service  of  the 
I'nited  States  in  the  Civil  War. 

It  so  hai)pened  that  the  Lincoln  Light  Infantry  was  tlie  first  com- 
pany of  the  regiment  to  be  mustered,  and  at  the  head  of  the  muster- 
roll  was  the  name  of  the  great-.i;reat-i?reat-grandson*  of  Rachel  Tower, 
ihe  first  soldier  who  toolc  the  oath  to  defend  the  Union  and  the 
Constitution  at  the  commencement  of  the  War  of  the  Rebellion.  Two 
more  of  her  descendants,  living  in  Hingham,  enlisted  in  another  regiment 
later   in   the   war. 

The  secret  of  John  Stephenson's  life,  his  antecedents  previous  to 
his  appearance  in  Cohasset,  were  never  known  to  the  people  of  that  town, 
or  even  to  his  children,  although  Rachel  probably  knew  his  history, 
liecause,  when  they  died,  Massachusetts  was  still  a  British  colony.  In 
;i  strange  manner  these  facts  came  to  my  knowledge.  For  a  number 
of  years  I  was  a  lecturer  on  three  of  the  great  battles  of  the  Civil  War 
-Antietam,  F'redericksburg  and  Gettysburg,  and  in  the  early  months  ot 
I88a  I  had  engagements  for  forty  lectures  In  the  states  of  New  York 
and  Michigan.  I  was  riding  on  the  train,  on  the  13th  of  March,  from 
the  central  part  of  Michigan  to  (he  town  of  Hangor  in  the  southern  part. 
and  had  on  the  seat  beside  me  my  salise  on  which  was  pasted  a  printed 
sllj)  giving  my  name  and  address.  1  had  heen  riding  between  two  and 
three  iiours  when  someone  on  the  seat  behind  touched  me  on  the 
shoulder,  and  turning  around,  1  saw  a  .gentleman  who  said  very  courteous- 
ly: "Please  excuse  me,  Sir,  but  I  saw  that  name  on  your  valise  and  I 
always  make  it  a  point  to  speak  to  everyone  of  that  name  whom  I  meet, 
for    my    name    Is    also    Stephenson."      We    entered,    at    once,    into   a    very 

♦  General   Luther  Stei>hen8on.    (Rditor's  note). 
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pleasant,  and  to  me,  a  very  important  conversation.  I  asked  him  a  num- 
ber of  questions  regarding  himself  and  liis  ancestry,  and  he  related  to 
me  a  part  of  his  history.  His  father,  with  his  family,  had  migrated  from 
H^ngland  to  Canada  about  twenty-five  years  before.  He  was  a  clergyman, 
energetic  and  self-willed,  but  earnestly  devoted  to  his  profession.  He 
had  been  in  charge  of  a  parish  some  seven  years  when  he  was  taken 
very  ill,  but  had  nearly  recovered  when  he  was  called  to  minister  at 
the  death-bed  of  one  of  his  parishioners,  and  despite  the  protests  of  bis 
family,  he  decided  that  his  duty  called  him  to  obey  the  summons.  He 
rode  a  long  distance  on  horseback,  was  obliged  to  ford  a  stream,  gel- 
ling very  wet,  and  on  his  return  to  his  home  had  a  relapse  and  lived 
but  a  short  lime,  leaving  his  widow  with  seven  children  lo  rear  and 
support.  Believing  that  she  could  do  heller  in  the  Stales  than  in  Canada, 
she  moved  to  Ohio,  where  she  raised  and  educated  her  children,  three 
of  whom,  inciuiling  my  informant,  entered  the  ministry. 

After  he  had  linished  his  story  he  asked  me  to  tell  of  my  own  life 
and  ancestors.  1  told  him  that  I  could  not  go  back  farther  than  one 
John  Stephenson,  who  deserted  from  a  British  war-vessel  and  settled 
in  Cohasset,  Massachusetts,  then  a  part  of  the  town  of  Hingham,  wliere 
I  resided.  Where  he  came  from,  1  said,  and  what  his  previous  history 
was,  none  of  his  descendants  ever  knew.  My  acquaintance  replied: 
"I  can  tell  you  all  about  him."  "For  many  years,"  he  continued,  "I  have 
inquired  of  every  one  bearing  our  name  whom  I  have  met,  about  this 
man,  and  you  are  the  first  one  who  could  give  the  slightest  information 
regarding  him,  whose  story  has  come  down  in  the  traditions  of  my 
family." 

"John  Stephenson's  father  came  from  Scotland,  across  the  mountains, 
and  settled  in  Crarnford,  England,  which  is  near  Newcastle-on-Tyne. 
There  he  married  and  lived  for  the  remainder  of  his  life.  John  learned 
his  father's  trade  of  ship's  carpenter,  and  while  at  his  work  at  Newcastle 
was  impressed  into  the  British  navy  and  dragged  away  without  even 
being  permitted  to  visit  his  home  and  say  goodbye  to  his  parents,  his 
l)rothers  and  his  sister.  When  the  Lucitanus  returned  from  her  voyaue 
to  America  it  was  reported  that  lie  had  either  fallen  overboard  and 
been  drowned,  or  that  he  was  a  deserter.  But  one  of  his  shipmates  said 
that  John  had  applied  for  employment  as  a  ship's  carpenter  and  not  as  a 
common  sailor,  and  that,  having  been  refused,  having  incurred  thf 
ill-will  of  one  of  the  officers,  he  had  determined  to  desert.  He  was  a  man 
of  more  than  average  ability,  industrious,  honest,  respected  and  loved 
by  all  who  knew  him.  He  was  well  educated  for  those  limes,  a  student, 
especially,  of  such  scientific  works  as  could  be  found  in  those  days. 
A  story  which  came  down  for  nearly  two  centuries  in  the  family  tradi- 
tions, credited  him  with  being  the  first  man  to  apply  the  solar  system 
to  navigation.  As  the  story  was  told,  he  had  made  two  voyages  to 
America  as  ship's  carpenter  before  his  impressment  into  the  British 
navy,  and  on  one  of  these  he  heard  the  mate  of  the  vessel  ask  the 
captain  when  lie  expected  to  reach  land.  The  captain  replied:  "in 
about  two  weeks."  .lohn  spoke  up  and  said:  "My  calculations  show  that 
we  shall  sight  land  within  forty-eight  hours."  The  r<aptain,  angry  at 
the  interruption  iind  at  .John's  impudence,  as  he  deemed  it,  ordered 
him  to  be  put  in  irons,  but  before  two  days  had  elapsed  land  was  sight- 
ed, and  the  crew  compelled  the  captain  to  release  him.  And  thus  1 
obtained    my    first    information   of   my    ancestor's    early    life! 

I^ast  year,  at  the  time  of  the  "Tower  Reunion,"  I  came  to  this  town 
and  went  to  the  old  cemetery  to  search  for  the  graves  of  my  ancestors, 
and  as  1  stood  on  the  hill,  looking  out  vipon  the  ocean,  in  dreams  and  in 
imagination  I  went  back  many  years  into  the  past.  I  saw  the  stately 
war-vessel  at  anchor  beyond  the  rocks,  and  in  the  bright  moonlight  the 
voung  siiilor  sliding  down   ttio  side  of  the  vessel,   strtiggling  against    tln^ 
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distance  and  the  tide  for  freedom  from  opjiression  and  abuse.  I  lay 
beside  him  as,  wet  and  chilled,  he  listened  earnestly  for  the  splashing 
of  oars  or  for  other  sounds  which  might  indicate  that  his  flight  was 
discovered.  I  heard  the  creaking  of  the  windlass  as  the  anchor  was 
raised,  the  sails  unfurled,  and  the  vessel  moved  out  upon  the  ocean. 
I  shared  with  him  his  utter  loneliness  and  despair  when  he  realized 
that  he  could  never  see  home  and  kindred  again.  I  had  a  vision  of  the 
beautiful  girl  standing  upon  the  rocks,  and  felt  the  power  of  that  look 
of  kindness  and  sympathy  which  changed  and  directed  his  life.  1  saw 
him  toiling  through  the  long  days  and  into  the  nights,  his  heart  and 
energies  fixed  upon  securing  the  prize  he  sought.  I  listened  as  he  told 
his  love,  and  heard  her  earnest,  loving  acceptance.  I  went  into  their 
home,  the  abode  of  happiness  and  contentment,  lighted  by  her  love  .and 
devotion  to  her  husband  and  children.  I  went  into  yonder  meeting- 
house, which  he  helped  to  build,  and  saw  Rachel  leading  her  children 
into  the  sanctuary  that  they  might  learn  holy  things  and  the  better, 
truer  duties  of  life.  1  thought  of  her  meeting  the  suffering,  trials  and 
sorrows  of  motherhood,  "the  holiest  thing  that  lives."  It  is  the  glory 
of  womanhood  that  she  has  the  power  to  meet  bravely  the  pain,  the 
trials  and  the  sorrows  of  life,  lighting  up  the  dark  places  with  her  love 
and  loyalty. 

Rich  as  the  gold-veins,  glittering  bright, 
Pure  as  the  dewdrops  in  morning  light, 
Sweet  as  the  honey  from  flower  and  bee, 
Deep  as  the  depths  of  the  boundless  sea, 
Holy  as  the  lieaven-rays  shining  above, 
Hright  with  vernal   beauty  is  woman's  love. 

Just  two  hundred  years  have  passed  away  since  she  flashed  the 
glance  of  kindness,  sympathy  and  sweetness  that  directed  his  destiny 
and  mine,  and  today,  I,  her  great-great-great-grandson,  pay  this  tribute 
oi    reverence  and  respect  for  woman  and   the  memory  of  Rachel  Tower. 


Members  of  this  society  will  be  proud  of  the  fact  that  among  their 
number  is  General  Luther  Stephenson  (Member  No.  264),  the  John 
Tower  Descendant  mentioned  above  as  the  tirst  soldier  who  took  the  oath 
of  alkgiance  to  the  Union  at  the  opening  of  the  Civil  War.  During  the 
war  Gf^neral   Stephenson  was  Irevetted  for  gallantry  on  the  field. 

After  a  final  selection  by  the  orchestra,  Rev.  Geo.  W\  Burke,  at  the 
request  of  the  President,  made  a  few  closing  remarks.  He  then  pro- 
nounced  the  benediction. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  exercises  some  of  the  visitors  were  oblig- 
ed to  leave  by  early  evening  trains  for  their  respective  homes.  Others 
i-emained  to  enjoy  a  continued  welcome  at  the  home  of  Mr.  Daniel  N. 
Tower.  We  should  also  add  that  the  old  Hingham  Homestead  was  not 
neglected,  it  was  kept  open  for  visitors,  and  during  the  day  and  eve- 
ning many  found  oi>p()rtunity  to  enjoy  again  the  ho.=ipitality  of  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  Society,  and  his  family.  Since  the  events  of  this  chronicle 
occurred  we  have  heard  much  of  automobile  trips  by  moonlight  from 
Cohasset  to  Hingham,  and  report  has  it  that  a  personally  conducted 
party,  under  the  leadership  of  Ulivei-  Tower,  repaired  to  a  Hingham 
hostelry.  There,  after  a  substantial  meal,  as  guests  of  the  Correspond- 
ing Secretary,  discussion  of  T,  G.  S.  business,  interspersed  with  the 
reminiscences  and  anecdotes  of  our  cousin,  Luke  Tower,  from  western 
N'evv  York  state,  occupied  them  far  into  the  night.  These  and  the  like 
unrecorded   i^ost-reunion   gatherings   were  much   enjoyed. 
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It  is  with  rf^gret  that  we  announce  the  death  of  tlie  following  raem- 


)ers 


Member   No.    252.    Rdwin    Murray    Tower    (7),    died    September   23d 
1910,  at  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

Member  No.  156,  Mrs.  Mary  Binney   (Tower)  Malcolm   f9),  died  July 
3d,  1911,  at  Newtonville,  " 


Member  No.  53,  Miss  Anna  Elizabeth  Tower  (8),  died  November  9 
1911,  at  Cambridge,  Mass. 

Our  Recording  Secretary  and  his  family  mourn  the  loss  of  a  father. 
Miner  Tower  (7),  who  was  a  member  of  our  Society  (No.  29:^),  and  for 
many  years  a  resident  of  Florida  and  North  Adams,  Mass.  'lie  died 
October  2d,  1911,  at  his  late  home  in  North  Adams. 

He  was  a  man  who  fairly  represented  those  sterling  characters  who 
settled  the  rugged  Berkshire  Hills  about  one  hundred  and  forty  years 
a,go.  The  very  type  of  man  who  made  Kthan  Allen  and  his  Green  Moun- 
tain Boys  famous  in  song  and  story.  A  rugged  farmer  nearly  six  feet  in 
height,  he  met  his  death  by  accident  in  following  his  occupation  of 
butcher. 

All  those  who  were  fortunate  enough  to  attend  the  first  reunion 
will  remember  with  pleasure  meeting  George  P.  Tower  and  Peter  S. 
Tower  of  Youngstown,  N.  Y.  These  elderly  gentlemen  came  .over  4um 
miles  to  attend   this  i-eunion. 

It  is  with  extreme  sorrow  that  we  are  obliged  to  record  the  death 
of  Peter  Smith  Tower  (8),  Member  No.  35.  He  died  October  4th,  1911,  at 
Youngstown,  N.  Y.  A  member  of  our  Society,  an  honored  citizen'  of 
Youngstown,  N.  Y.,  and  a  faithful  employee  of  the  United  States  Cus- 
toms  Service. 

MARRIED 

Miss  Edith  Belle  Tower  (9),  Member  No.  177  of  Springfield,  Mass.,  to 
lOdwin  Leonard   Bowker,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

We  offer  our  best  wishes  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bowker  whose  marriage 
was  solemnized  on  October  IS,  1911,  at  the  home  of  the  bride's  father 
in  Springfield,  Mass.  Mrs.  Bowker  is  the  daiighter  of  Frank  Warren 
Tower,  Member  No.  15S.  She  is  a  graduate  of  the  Central  High  School 
of  Springfield,  and  has  been  prominent  in  musical  circles,  as  well  as  a 
successful  teacher  in  kindergarten  work.  .Mr.  Bowker  is  a  graduate  of 
Harvard  University,  and  a  member  of  the  editorial  staff  of  the  Cleve- 
land Plain  Dealer.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bowker  will  make  their  home  in 
Cleveland. 

SOUVENIRS 

The  souvenirs  at  the  Cohasset  Reunion  were  of  special  interest,  and 
the  Souvenir  Committee  which  provided  them,  is  deserving  of  much 
praise.   $1().7<I   being   added    to   the   Society's   fuiuis   fi-om    this  source. 

NOTICES 

The  Memorial  Committee  is  now  receiving  contributions  to  the  John 
Tower  (1)  .Memorial.  An  additional  amount  of  one  thousand  dollars 
must  be  raised.  Let  the  response  be  as  prompt  and  as  liberal  as  possi- 
ble. Contributions  should  be  sent  to  Geo.  Warren  Tower,  Chairman 
Memorial  ("ommittee,  791   I'^ast  Fourth  St.,  South  Boston.  Mass. 
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MEMBERS  OE  MEMORIAL  COMMITTEE  * 

George  Warren  Tower,  Chairman,  791   East  P'onrth  St.,  So.  Boston,  Mass. 

Albert   Ednumd   Tower,  192  Cameron  Ave.,   Detroit,   Mich. 

Andrew    Tower,    ISG   School   St.,    Sonierville,   Mass. 

Burt  Adams  Tower,  Dillon,  Montana. 

Carl  Vernon  Tower,  South  Hingham,  Mass. 

Hon.  Charlemagne  Tower,  228  South  Seventh  St.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Charles  Wesley  Tower,   72   Sorrento   Ave.,  Springfield,  Mass. 

Daniel   Nichols  Tower,  Cohasset,   Mass. 

Daniel   Webster  Tower,  531  Jefferson  Ave.,  Grand  Rapids,   Mich. 

Miss   Florence  Estelle  Tower,  49  Seminary  Ave.,   Auburndale,  Mass. 

Francis    Earl   Tower,    Black    River,    N.   Y. 

Francis  lunory  Tower,  D.   D.,   u;4   Western  Ave.,  Albany,  N.  Y. 

Frank   Warren  Tower,  03  Spring  St.,  Springfield,  Mass. 

George  Arms  Tower,  Edgewood,  R.  F.  D.  No.  2,  Richmond,  Va. 

George  Warren  Tower,  Jr.,  3  Lincoln  St.,  New  Rochelle,  N.  Y. 

Menry  Franklin  Tower,   681  Grant  St.,   Denver,  Col. 

Isaac  Lewis  Tower,  209  South  Clay  St.,  Greenville,  Mich. 

James  Wallace  Tower,  1303  Fifth  Avenue  Building,  New  York  City. 

John   Henry   Tower,   North    Weymouth,    Mass. 

John    Ibrook   Tower,    Old    Homestead,    Hingham,    Mass. 

Oliver  Tower,  23  School  St.,  Hingham  Center.  Mass. 

Walter   Lamont   Tower,   Dalton,   Mass. 

Rev.    Willian\    Branian    Tower,    1094    Washington    Ave.,    The   Bronx,  New 

York  City. 
Luciiis    Warren   Bartlett,    Hartford,   Conn. 
Mrs.    Mary    Ellen  Churchill,  22   Lynde   St.,   Melrose,   Mass. 
Henry   Collins   Doyle,   61   North    Main   St.,   Pawtucket,   R.   L 
Charles    William   (Jates,    Petersham,    Mass. 
Mrs.  Catherine   Hurlbut,  South  Sudbury,  Mass. 
.Miss   Julie   Annette   Shaw,  Cummington,   Mass.- 
Rev.   Charles  Elmer  Tower.   332  Si.Kth   St.,   Mason   City,  Iowa. 


A  VISITOR  AT  THE  COHASSET  REUNION 


THE  ANNUAL  REUNION 

Of  the  Tower  Family  will  be  held  on  June  7,  8  and  9, 
1912,  at  Detroit,  Michigan.  In  this  state  alone  there 
are  more  than  220  John  Tower  Descendants.  All 
who  have  visited  Detroit  will  recall  its  beauty  and 
the  opportunities  which  it  affords  for  a  good  time. 

TELL  YOUR  RELATIVES  AND  FRIENDS 
ABOUT  THIS  REUNION 

Dr.  David  Bates  Tower,  1060  Trumbull  Avenue, 
Detroit,  Michigan,  will  have  charge  of  arrangements 
for  the  reunion. 

Write  to  him  for  information. 


Issued  thia   1st  da/)  of  March,   1912,  by  order  of  the    Executive   Board  of  the 
Tower  Genealogical  Society  (Inc.) 
FoKM  G-B. 
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TOWER  GENEALOGICAL  SOCIETY 

BOSTON,  MASS. 


REPORT 

of  the  Fourth  Annual  Reunion  of  the 
Descendants  of  John  Tower,  at  Detroit, 
Michigan,    June    7,     8    and    9,     1912 

AND  OV  TIIK 

Fourth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Tower 

Genealogical  Society,  at  Hingham, 

Massachusetts,  July  20,  1912 


iy,    I'riiit 


I.-    Pearl    Street,    Mosloii,    Mass 


JOHN  TOWER 

AND 

MARGARET  IBROOK 


MOMMKNT     TO     1»K     KKKCTKl)     IN     .MK.MOKV     OF 
.lOIIN    AM)    MAIUiAKKT    IltKOOK   TOWKK 


INTRODUCTORY 


'Honor  thy  father  and  thy  mother  that  thy  days  may  be  long  upon  the  land  n'hich  the  Lord 
thy  Cod gitxth  thee." 


ON  the  liill  beside  the  "Old  Meeting  House"  in  Hingham  there  stands 
the  beautitul  tower  a  picture  ot  which  adorns  the  following  page. 
Its  musical  ciiimes  will  undoubtedly  be  sending  forth  tlieir  sweet 
tones  before  this  report  reaches  your  hands  and  many  of  you  have  con- 
tributed your  share  toward  its  completion.  It  is  erected  in  honor  of  the 
founders  of  the  town  and  in  it  John  Tower  (1)  has  his  share  of  glory  as 
a  town  father,  but  it  is  as  the  founder  of  the  Tower  family  in  America 
that  the  smaller,  but  no  less  worthy  memorial,  is  to  be  set  up  not  two 
miles  from  the  former.  Surely  it  is  no  less  a  thing  to  have  founded  a 
large  and  honoral)]e  family  in  a  new  land  than  to  have  been  one  of  the 
original  settlers  in  a  colonial  town  and  we  honor  our  ancestor  for  both 
reasons. 

Ever  since  the  ince|)tion  of  the  Tower  Genealogical  Society  the 
fondest  wish  of  our  president  has  been  that  a  memorial  worthy  of  John 
Tower  and  his  living  descendants  should  be  erected  in  the  pleasant  cem- 
etery where  lie  liis  remains  and  those  of  his  wife  Margaret;  in  fact, 
that  was  his  chief  reason  for  founding  the  Society,  and  while  other  inter- 
ests aie  important  and  other  lines  of  develoi)ment  will  soon  follow,  the 
primary  object  of  the  Society  should  for  tha  present  be  kept  in  view. 

It  now  seems  that  within  two  years  there  would  stand  in  the  place 
he  has  selected  a  monument  like  the  cut  which  precedes  these  introduc- 
tory remarks,  an  unadorned  obelisk  of  granite  sixteen  feet  high,  simple 
and  tine  like  the  life  of  the  man  whose  memory  it  is  to  commemorate, 
and  bearing  a  suitable  inscription,  that  he  who  passes  may  know  thai 
the  descendants  of  John  Tower  from  all  over  this  fair  land  of  ours  revere 
his   memory. 

In  the  ancient  city  of  Rome  there  stood  a  temple  to  Janus,  the  two- 
headed  god,  one  of  whose  faces  looked  backward  and  the  other,  forward. 
Every  memorial  erected  in  tlie  memory  of  a  good  man  resembles  the 
statue  of  this  old  Roman  god,  for,  like  him,  it  looks  both  forward  and 
backward.  Our  proposed  memorial  points  back  to  the  simple,  homely 
virtues  of  a  good  man  and  his  wife.  We  honor  them  for  their  fortitude, 
their  honesty,  their  straightforwardness,  their  endurance  and  their  i)iety. 
11  the  monument  were  to  be  built  for  no  other  purpose  than  to  testify  to 
this,  it  would  be  a  worthy  object,  but  it  will  fulfill  another  and  an  equally 
great  end  in  its  lasting  results  for  coming  generations.  Every  dollar 
contributed  to  a  memorial  fund  of  this  sort  is  a  dollar  invested  in  a 
trust  company  that  will  i)ay  compound  interest  as  long  as  man  shall 
continue  to  live  on  this  planet.  Will  it  not  testify  to  all  those  coming 
after  that  in  this  twentieth  century,  as  always,  and  in  America,  as 
everywhere,  the  ruling  and  master  principles  of  integrity  of  purpose  and 
devotion  to  duty  touched  the  hearts  of  men  and  called  forth  their  admir- 
ation? Will  it  not  awaken  in  the  soul  of  many  a  youth  a  desire  to  go 
and  do  likewise?  We  ourselves,  our  luition,  and  our  posterity  will  be 
benefited  by  this  monument.  What  sane  man  will  deny  that  such  an 
investment  pays? 
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FOURTH  ANNUAL  REUNION 
AT  DETROIT  MICH.,  JUNE  7,8,9    1912 

Members  of  Detroit  Reunion  Committee: 

Chairman — Rev.  Frederic  Towei-  Gali)in. 
Secretary — Dr.   David    Hates  Tower. 
Tieasurer — Albert  Kdmond  Tower. 

Daniel    Webster    Tower, 

Ray  ,].  Tower, 

Clyde  Omar  Tower. 

Frank  Ibrook  Tower, 

Thomas  Elmore  Tower, 
Walter  I.amont   Tower. 


Iprooram 

Thursday,  the  6th. 
REGISTRATION, 

Friday,  the  7th. 

8  A.    M.    to  12   P.   M. — Registration   and   Distribution   of  l^adges   pre- 
sented by  the  courtesy  of  Daniel  Webster  Tower,  Grand  Rapids,  Mich. 

1.30  P.  M.  to  7  P.  M. — Complimentary  Excuision.     Hy  courtesy  of  Ray 
J.  Tower,  Greenville,  Mich. 

8  P.  M.  to  12  P.  M. — Banquet.     Given  by  Michigan  Kindred. 
Toastiiiaster — Re\.  Frederic  Tower  Galpin. 

.Add'ess  of  Welcome — Mr.  Warren,  President  of  Board  of  Trade. 
President's  Address — George  Warren  Tower. 

Saturday,  the  8th. 

10.30  A.  M.  to  12  M. — Visit  to  Art  Museum  and  Stereopticon  Lecture 
by  Prof.  A.  H.  Griffith  of  Detroit. 

2.00  P.  .M.  to  fi.dO  P.M.— Helle   Isle  Festival. 

Sunday,  the  Itth. 

To   be  spent  as  each   visitor  desires.      A   cordial   invitation   to   attend 
their  services  is  extended  bv  all  the  churches. 
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THE  DETROIT  REUNION 

As  tlie  only  member  of  the  1912  Reunion  Committee  from  .Massacliu- 
selts,  and  the  onlv  officer  of  yonr  Society  on  tliat  Committee.  I  liave 
been  reciuested  b\  unv  President  to  write  tiie  story  of  tlie  Micliisan 
reunion. 

Tliis  very  successful  reunion  was  entirely  the  work  of  the  descend- 
ants of  John  Tower,  now  resident  in  Micliigan,  and  to  those  living  in 
Detroit  special  praise  is  due.  My  part  in  the  work  was  that  of  adviser 
ai'd  counsellor. 

Tower  descendants  from  distant  points  began  to  arrive  in  Detroit 
two  and  three  days  in  advance  of  the  reunion,  and  by  the  evening  of 
.Tune  llt'ii  there  was  talk  of  changing  the  name  of  our  head(|uarters  from 
the  Tuller  Hotel  to  the  Tower  Hotel. 

Dr.  David  Hates  Tower  wore  out  the  tires  on  his  new  automobile 
before  the  reunion  really  began,  and  it  is  a  matter  of  record  that  he  cov- 
eied  seventeen  hundred  miles  in  his  auto,  showing  the  beauties  of  Detroit 
to  Towers  before,  during,  and  afler  the  reunion.  The  Rev.  Frederic 
Tower  Galpin,  also,  was  theie  with  his  auto,  and  many  of  us  are  in 
<lebted  to  him  for  wholly  unexpected  glimpses  of  Detroit. 

Uncle  Luke  was  there,  and  if  you  don't  believe  it,  get  a  copy  of  the 
Detroit  .Journal  of  .June  7th.  May's  cartoon  of  him  was  one  of  the  gems 
of  the  reunion,  and  caused  the  Journal  to  be  scarce  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  'J'uller  Hotel  in  a  very  few  minutes  after  the  issue  appeared  on  the 
street.  1  saw  one  ardent  Tower  with  a  roll  of  twenty-five  Journals  under 
his  arm,  and  he  said  he  was  going  to  let  the  folks  back  in  York  State 
know  that  Niagara  County   was  represented   in  Detroit. 

Ry  noon  of  the  hist  day,  June  Ttli,  over  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  Towers  had  registered  at  the  Tuller,  and  the  major  portion  of  these 
started  for  the  boat  to  enjoy  a  ride  of  some  twenty-live  or  thirty  miles  on 
the  beautiful  Detroit  River.  Some  could  not  give  ui)  the  allurements  of  the 
baseball  game  and  other  amusements,  of  which  Detroit  has  a  bountiful 
supply,  but  over  one  hundred  Towers  can  retuin  thanks  to  ^Ir.  Ray  J. 
Tower  of  Creenville,  Michigan,  for  the  most  enjoyable  afternoon's  enter- 
tainment of  all  the  I'eunion.  Two  splendid  group  pictures  were  taken. 
The  one  on  Canadian  soil,  at  the  base  of  the  Sailors'  Monument,  is 
si)ecially  fine.  The  wife  of  one  of  our  York  State  members  secured 
several  copies  of  this  picture  as  it  shows  her  husband  in  what  she  says 
is  the  most  penitent  position  he  ever  assumed.  In  the  other  picture, 
our  brother  Calpin  caused  a  smile  on  many  features  by  his  acrobatic 
feat  in  beating  the  camera  man  and  getting  liis  face  in  twice. 

In  the  evening  we  gathered  for  the  banquet,  and  this  seemed  to  be 
the  big  drawing  card,  as  moie  Towers  were  gathered  here  to  break 
bread  together  than  had  ever  sat  at  a  formal  banquet  before.  All  agreed 
that  this  banquet  feature  of  the  reunion  was  a  huge  success  and  should 
be  incoiporated  into  all  future  reunions.  Brother  Galpin  as  toastmaster 
kept  us  all  in  roars  of  laughter  by  his  endless  supply  of  funny  stories. 

We  listened  to  an  interesting  and  scliolarly  address  by  our  Presi- 
dent, George  Warren  Tower,  on  a  subject  dear  to  us  all,  a  permanent 
memorial  to  our  ancestor,  John  Tower  (1).  In  the  absence  of  His 
Honor,  the  Mayor,  we  were  royally  welcomed  to  the  Wolverine  City  by 
Mr.  Warren,  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade.  Warren  is  a  name  known 
to  fame  in  New  England,  and  judging  by  the  (|uality  of  the  auto- 
mobiles which  bear  Mr.  Warren's  name,  he  is  on  a  fair  road  to  make 
the  name  famous  in  Michigan.  Harry  H.  Tower  brought  us  greeting 
from  Chicago,  and  his  lather,  Henry  E.  Tower,  had  the  seat  of  honor 
as  the  oldest  descendant  present.  They  are  looking  forward  to  a  re- 
union   in    Chicago    some    day,   and    I    hope    their    wish    may   l)e    gratified. 


DETROIT   REUN'IOX  » 

.Mrs.  Sarah  H.  Tower  told  us  all  about  the  Old  Homestead  back  in  HiuK- 
hani.  Mass.,  m  which  she  lives.  Capt.  Samuel  S.  Tower  told  us  some 
good  war  stories,  and  he  looked  so  strong  an. I  vigorous  that  it  did  not 
seem  possible  that  he  could  have  served  his  countrv  in  the  great  war  of 
filty  years  ago,  which  to  most  of  us  is  merely  history.  Danicd  Webster 
Tower  said  a  word  for  the  great  city  of  Grand  Rapids,  where  so  much  oi' 
our  furnituie  is  made.  He  may  well  be  proud  of  his  home  city,  and  we 
are  i)roud  of  him,  and  thank  him  for  the  beautiful  badges  which  he  de- 
signed, manufactured,  and  so  generously  donated.  The  motto,  •'J.ove  one 
another,"  was  uiuloubtedly  taken  from  John,  the  beloved  disciple.  Ray 
J.  Tower  and  Clyde  Omar  Towei'  brought  us  welcome  from  Greenville, 
:\lich..  but  one  chair  was  vacant.  It  was  with  genuine  regret  that  we 
had  to  forego  the  pleasure  of  again  grasping  the  hand  of  that  most 
faithful  member  of  our  Society,  Isaac  Lewis  Tower,  of  Greenville,  .Mich. 
He  was  detained  at  home  by  illness.  .Albert  K.  Tower  said  a  word  for 
the  Towers  of  Detioit  and  the  Fourth  Annual  Reunion  Committee.  Mr. 
Ford  called  our  attention  to  the  fact  that  many  of  the  Fords  of  Miciiigan 
are  Tower  descendants  also.  We  heard  some  good  songs  and  the  camera 
man  took  a  tiashlight  picture  of  us  and  we  went  home  happy. 

Saturday  we  started  out  to  see  Detroit,  including  !)eautiful  Helle 
Isle,  the  baseball  games,  and  even  the  nuiving  pictures.  The  musical 
tieat  promised  for  the  afternoon  was  omitted,  but  a  happy  substitute 
was  found  in  the  motor-boat  races,  which  were  the  big  event  of  that 
l>art  of  the  day.  A  number  of  us  enjoyed  this  feature  from  the  veranda 
of  the  Detroit  Yacht  Club,  the  courtesy  of  whose  members  is  lierebv 
acknowledged. 

Prof.  Griffith  entertained  a  considerable  number  with  a  most  ex- 
cellent historical  address  on  the  early  pioneers  of  Detioit.  I  venture  to 
say  that  a  good  many  Towers  were  surprised  to  know  that  Detroit  was 
settled  about  the  same  year  that  John  Tower  (1)  was  boi-n,  and  twenty- 
seven  years  before  he  and  Samuel  Lincoln  arrived  in  Hingham,  .Mass. 
.Automobile  parties  were  numerous,  and  to  tell  where  every  one  went, 
and  what  every  one  saw,  would  fill  a  volume  of  annual  reports. 

The  historical  address  by  Rev.  Frederic  Tower  Galpiu  on  Sunday 
morning  had  to  be  given  up,  much  to  (uir  regret,  owing  to  a  conflict  with 
Children's  Sunday,  as  observed  by  all  the  chui'ches  in  Detioit,  .lune  'Jtl\. 
.Many  went  to  the  First  Rajitist  Church  to  hear  .Mr.  Galiun,  and  others 
scattered  to  find  their  own  i)leasure,  while  a  considerai)k'  delegation  left 
lor  home  on  the  afternoon  trains. 

1  cannot  refrain  from  telling  a  little  joke  on  our  Tieasurer.  .After 
consulting  various  railroad  time  tables  and  conferring  with  numerous 
officials,  he  had  secured  his  berth  on  a  slee|)er  supiiosed  to  leave  Detroit 
at  rj.4(J  P.  .M.  He  spent  the  late  afternoon  with  Dr.  Tower  and  other 
friends,  and  leisurely  iiroceeded  to  the  station  in  ample  time  for  tlit- 
train,  but  when  he  started  to  board  the  train,  he  was  told  that  the 
leaving  time  had  been  changed  and  that  his  train  had  been  gone  some 
lifteen  or  twenty  minutes.  He  says  the  moral  is,  get  the  latest  infor- 
mation before  you  attempt  to  catch  a  train  out  of  Detroit. 

Some  of  us  lingered  in  this  beautiful  city  of  Detroit  and  enjoyed 
the  hospitality  of  our  numerous  uev/-found  friends.  Others  visited  .Mt. 
Clenieus  to  try  a  bath  in  those  "spiing'  wateis.  for  whith  the  spot  is 
famous.  Still  others  stopped  off  at  Niagara  Falls,  and  some  went  to 
visit   Uncle  Luke  and  his  famous  farm. 

We  all  join  with  Uncle  Luke  in  saying  we  are  sorry  for  any  one  who 
is  obliged  to  miss  a  Tower  Reunion.  iU  spectfully, 

WALTER    L.A.MONT    TOWER. 
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ANOTHER   VIEW   OF  THE   DETROIT   REUNION. 

It  was  a  beautiful  day  in  June  on  which  tlie  Tower  family  assembled 
in  the  up-to-date  city  of  Detroit.  The  western  people  met  us  with  oiien 
aims,  and  the  entertainment  furnished  was  the  best  we  ever  had.  To 
every  member  there  was  i)resented  a  beautiful  badi;e,  donated  by  .Mr. 
Daniel  Webster  Tower  of  Cram!  Rapids,  at  whose  factory  these  souvenirs 
were  made.  Mr.  Albert  l<:dniond  Tower  was  on  hand  at  head(iuarters  to 
make  every  one  welcome. 

Of  the  entertainment  provided,  the  trip  on  the  pretty  steamer 
Saj)pho  was  especially  delightful,  and  the  scenery  all  along  the  banks  of 
the  Detroit  River  was  very  beautiful.  Dr.  David  Bates  Tower  explained 
to  us  the  different  manufactories  along  the  water  front,  and  Rev.  Fred- 
eiic  Tower  Galpin  did  his  best  to  make  e\eryone  on  board  happy.  Mr- 
played  college  songs  on  the  piano  and  we  all  joined  in  singing  them. 
Alter  a  while  someone  else  took  his  place  and  played  for  dancing,  and 
a  number  took  part  in  the  old-fashioned  dances,  which  were  much  en- 
joyed. .Mrs.  F.  C.  ICbling  and  .Mrs.  .Mary  Taylor,  of  Detroit,  sang,  and 
iMr.  .lames  l\Mry  amused  us  greatly  by  reciting  "The  Cat  Came  Mack."' 
\i  the  recpiest  of  the  president,  Mr.  George  Warren  Tower,  we  all  joined 
in  singing  "America."  It  was  indeed  a  hai)py  crowd  that  landed  to  have 
group  pictures  taken,  and  we  wore  sorry  when  the  time  came  for  us  to 
go  ashore  at  six-thirty.  We  owe  this  delightful  afternoon  to  the  gen 
erosity  of  Mr.  Ray  .1.  Tower. 

At  seven-thirty  we  were  expected  to  be  ready  to  be  taken  to  a  grand 
banquet,  and  it  was  indeed  grand  and  beautiful,  especially  because  of 
the  profusion  of  raie  cut  flowers.  A  hundred  and  fifty  Towers  did  justice 
to  the  dinner,  which,  with  the  after-dinner  speeches,  lasted  till  mid- 
night. At  the  close  every  Uidy  was  presented  with  a  large  bouquet  of 
the  flowers.     So  much  entertainment  seemed  like  a  dieaml 

Saturday  morning  was  bright  and  fair  and  we  were  off  again  in 
sight-seeing  automobiles  for  Helle  Isle  Park.  Places  of  interest  were 
pointed  out  to  us  as  we  i)assed.  Here  let  me  quote  from  a  letter  ot 
(  liarles  Wesley  Tower,  sent  to  the  S])ringfield  Homestead  during  his 
stay  in  Detroit:  "This  beautiful  island  park  of  about  seven  hundred 
acres  is  located  at  one  end  of  the  boulevard  with  which  it  is  conntH'ted 
by  a  bridge  one  mile  long.  Helle  Isle  was  purchased  by  the  city  fathers 
about  thirty  years  ago  for  $2()0,UU0,  a  mere  trille,  as  it  is  priceless  now. 
Ji  is  also  reached  by  a  line  of  big  ferry  steamers  carrying  from  l."uO  to 
2r,0(i  ijersons,  on  which  one  may  ride  all  day  for  a  dime.  The  island  is 
traversed  by  canals  and  lakelets  for  canoeists,  and  contains  an  elab- 
orate aquarium,  a  horticultural  hall,  a  zoological  garden  and  a  casino, 
where  the  poor  man  may  buy  his  sandwich  and  coffee  for  a  dime,  and 
where  the  well-to-do  may  spend  as  much  as  he  likes.  This  is  the  poor 
man's  resort,  and  he  comes  on  Sunday  by  the  thousands  to  the  finest 
natural  paik  in  the  world,  bringing  his  family  for  a  day's  outing." 

On  the  way  home  we  stopped  at  the  Museum  of  Fine  .\rts  and  lis- 
tened to  a  most  interesting  lecture  on  the  history  of  Detroit.  We  got 
back  to  headquarters  at  the  Hotel  Taller  in  time  for  lunch,  and  were 
off  again  to  the  park  to  witness  the  motor-boat  racing  at  the  speed  of 
more  than  a  mile  a  minute,  which  was  a  very  interesting  sight. 

We  were  all  on  hand  to  go  to  church  the  next  morning,  which  was 
flower  Sunday,  and  each  attended  the  church  of  his  choice.  It  was  with 
regret  that  later  in  the  day  wt-  i)ai-ted  from  those  people  who  had  done 
so  much  to  innke  us  hai)py. 

.MRS.  SARAH    HFALD  TOWER. 
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PRESIDENT'S  ADDRESS  AT  BANQUET. 

Detroit,  Michigan,  June  Ttli,  ]'n2. 
Ladifs  and  Gentlemen,  Descendants  of  John  Tower:  — 

It  is  sood  tor  brothers  and  sisters  and  cousins  to  get  togetlier  as 
often  as  possible,  to  look  each  other  in  the  face,  exchange  salutations, 
compare  hobbies,  learn  each  other's  triumphs  and  troubles,  and  strengthen 
the  bonds  of  union.  In  this  our  lives  are  broadened,  aspirations  foi' 
better  things  aroused,  and  a  desire  for  work  and  success  in  life  gained. 
The  John  Tower  descendants  have  one  trait  in  common;  that  is  loyalty, 
loyalty  to  country,  family,  church  and  business.  Theie  can  be  no  rivalry 
here.  The  largest  measure  of  success  which  each  one  of  us  may  gain 
will  redound  to  the  credit  of  all  since  he  or  she  is  our  kinsman. 

The  opportunities  for  intellectual  and  material  development  here  in 
the  Middle  West  are  unrivaled.  On  every  hand  are  farms,  factories, 
colleges,  and  cities,  all  of  the  best,  showing  the  enterprise  and  industry 
of  a  wise  anil  vigorous  people,  a  part  of  which  you  aie.  Our  ambition 
and  our  appreciation  of  all  this  may  be  strengthened  by  remembering 
the  achievements  of  our  ancestors  of  other  i)laces  and  times. 

It  seems  certain  tliat  previous  to  the  fifth  century  they  lived  in  the 
Scandinavian  and  other  countries  of  northwestern  Europe,  where  land 
and    climate    are   much    the    same    as    here.      These    countries    bordering 
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the  Baltic  and  North  Seas,  unlike  those  bordering  the  Mediterranean, 
have  no  luins  of  cities,  monuments,  or  sculptures.  Life  there  was  a 
struggle  for  existence,  but  exist  they  did  in  those  rude  times,  that  hard 
climate  developing  a  hardj'  race  which  today  is  the  mainstay  of  all 
enlightened  nations.  Worship  of  deities  there  was  less  superstitious 
and  cruel  than  elsewhere.  Women  and  children  there  in  their  native 
forests  were  safer  than  in  the  harems  of  other  countries.  We  of  this 
new  world  and  new  era  nonor  their  deities  by  our  names  of  the  fourth 
and  fifth  days  of  the  week,  Wodin  and  Thor,  which  come  to  us  as 
Wednesday  and  Thursday.  Then,  as  now,  personal  rights  were  main- 
tained in  local  affairs,  and  no  world  conquering  power  ever  ruled  them. 

In  tlie  sixth  century  companies  began  to  be  formed  and  incursions 
made  over  sea  into  Britain.  These  were  so  successful  that  the  name 
of  the  country  was  changed  from  Britain  to  Angle  Land,  or  England, 
and  this  became  their  home  for  the  next  thousand  years.  Here  they 
became  Christians  and  leaders  in  world  affairs.  In  the  thirteenth  cen 
tury  the  Magna  Charta  and  Habeas  Corpus  were  obtained,  and  in  the 
sixteentli  century  the  Protestant  Reformation  took  place,  anrl  the 
struggle  for  freedom  from  priest-craft  and  king-craft  began.  That  our 
ancestois  were  ever  in  the  van  of  progress  and  the  assertion  of  personal 
rights  seems  certain  when  we  see  them  early  in  the  se\enteenth  century 
again  going  over  the  sea  to  establish  homes  in  the  new  world.  Their 
love  of  old  England  is  shown  by  Ihe  names  given  the  towns,  cities,  and 
counties  in  New  England. 

They  sacrificed  their  property  at  one-half  its  value,  faced  danger  on 
the  North  Atlantic  Ocean  and  in  the  wild  land  peoph-d  with  hostile 
savages.  All  was  braved  for  their  peisonal  rights.  This  grim  determi- 
nation of  theirs  may  be  clearly  seen  in  colonial  times,  in  the  Revolution, 
and  in  the  Civil  War,  and  their  spirit  is  with  us  to-day  in  our  aspiration 
for  a  square  deal  in  politics.  The  institutions  established  in  New  Eng- 
land by  our  ancestors  and  their  collaborators  have  spiead  across  the 
continent  from  the  lakes  to  the  gulf,  and  other  peojjle  are  now  coming 
here  at  the  I'ate  of  a  million  a  year.  They  come  from  everywhere,  with 
no  knowledge  of  our  language,  laws  or  customs.  To  assimilate  this  vast 
horde  is  the  present  duty  of  those  who  would  be  loyal  to  their  heritage. 
Let  the  memorial  foundation  be  laid  deep  and  strong  and  every  one  re- 
solve to  stand  firm  for  the  right.  Now,  as  I  understand  it,  our  present 
business  is  a  memorial  to  our  ancestor,  John  Tower  (1),  whose  feet  first 
trod  the  soil  of  this  counti'y  in  Charlestown,  now  a  part  of  Boston,  two 
hundred  and  seventy-five  years  ago.  Charlestown  and  Boston  were  for 
a  long  time  rival  towns,  separated  only  by  the  Chailes  River.  Boston 
boys  in  derision  called  Charlestown  "Pig  Town,"  while  their  town  was 
called  "Rat  Town."  Tiadition  has  it  that  to  settle  the  merits  of  these 
husky  towns,  the  boys  called  Pigs  and  those  called  Rats  often  met  on 
the  ice  of  the  intervening  river  in  mortal  combat.  We  get  an  idea  of 
one  reason  for  this  mock  hostility,  from  the  fact  that  some  timid  emi- 
grants, to  please  l\ing  Charles,  named  the  river  and  town  for  him  to 
appease  his  wiath,  which  had  been  aroused  by  Governor  ICndioott  when 
he  cut  the  cross  from  the  British  flag.  To  save  their  rights  and  their 
charter  Governor  Winthrop  kept  the  charter  in  Boston. 

Well,  Boston  was  and  is  all  right.  You  may  call  it  "Bean  Town" 
or  the  "Hub  of  the  Univcise,"  but  it  is  a  fact  that  it  is  the  metropolis  of 
New    England,   and    if   its    boundary    was    extended    fifty    miles    from    its 
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center,  it  would  be,  exoeptins  New  York,  our  hugest  city  in  poiinhnion, 
wealth  and  business.  Come  with  nie  now  in  imagination  to  a  little  bit 
of  country  dear  to  us  all,  the  home  of  our  ancestors  in  Hinghani,  .Mass. 
I. ike  most  of  you,  I  had  never  seen  the  place  until  about  twenty  yeai-s 
ago,  when  my  interest  was  aroused  by  reading  the  Tower  Genealogy  pub- 
lished by  Hon.  Charlemagne  Tower  in  1891.  It  is  July  Fourth,  and  a 
short  ride  of  about  seventeen  miles  on  the  train  down  the  south  shore 
Irom  Hoston  brings  us  there  just  in  time  to  hear  the  bell  in  the  Old 
.Meeting  House  ringing  Independence  for  the  one  hundred  and  eighteenth 
time.  Seeing  a  policeman,  we  iiasten  to  imiuiie  of  him  if  he  knows  any- 
one by  the  name  of  Tower.  "Oh,  yes,"  is  the  reply,  •■my  name  is 
Tower,  an.l  there  are  about  a  dozen  more  of  us.  Yes,  our  biogiai)her, 
Mr.  Bicknell,  is  a  Tower,  too;  he  lives  over  there  on  Kim  street."  And 
now  with  Mr.  iUcknell  as  guide  we  are  to  see  the  town  of  Hingham,  one 
of  the  most  historic  towns  in  New  England.  First  we  visit  the  spacious 
harbor  called  Hare  Cove,  because  there  is  so  little  water  at  low  tide. 
This  is  enclosed  by  World's  End,  Nantasket,  Crow  Point,  and  two  small 
islands.     An  old  grist  mill,  driven  by  tidal   water,  still  stands  here. 

Not  far  from  the  harbor  is  the  Old  Meeting  House  which  our  ances- 
tors helijed  to  build.  It  is  ne.xt  to  the  oldest  in  the  country.  There  are 
the  garrison  house  ami  the  home  of  General  Lincoln,  Washington's  most 
trusted  geneial.  Hut  let  us  hasten  to  see  the  home  of  our  ancestor, 
John  Tower  (1),  about  one  mile  from  the  Old  Meeting  House,  noting 
as  we  go  the  quaint  names  of  the  hills  and  countiy  about.  The  i.lain 
is  reached  by  ascending  Pear  Tree  Hill,  from  which  we  see  Turkey  Hill, 
Great  Hill,  Wearyall  Hill,  Squirrel  Hill,  Crow  Hill,  Prosi)ect  Hill,  aiid  Ml. 
Blue.  Keyond  are  Great  Plain  and  Accord  Pond,  on  the  ice  in  the  center 
of  which  the  first  settlers  came  to  accord  with  the  Indians.  Nearby 
is  Glad  Tidings  Rock,  so  called  because  here  at  last  was  found  the  body 
of  Mr.  Jacobs,  killed  in  King  Phillip's  War. 

Nestled  between  the  two  plains  in  the  center  of  the  town  is  our 
Old  Homestead,  which  many  of  you  have  seen,  and  which.  I  hope,  you 
will  always  cherish,  that  it  may  forever  be,  as  it  is  now,  a  Tower  Home- 
stead, to  which  our  kindred  will  always  be  welcome.  .\ml  now,  last  of 
all,  let  us  go  to  the  cemetei-y,  three  hundi'ed  yards  away,  wlicic  so  many 
of  our  ancestors  are  l)uried.  It  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful  in  Nvw 
England,  and  in  the  best  part  of  it  adjoining  the  spot  where  the  re- 
mains of  lohn  Tower  (1),  have  been  placed  after  two  remo\als,  ample 
grounds  have  been  secured  for  the  erection  of  a  dignified  monument 
to  him   and   his   wife   Margaret. 

It  is  lirojjosed  to  erect  at  the  grave  of  our  ancestor  a  modest  granite 
monument  sixteen  feet  iiigh.  A  substantial  part  of  the  cost  of  this  has 
now  been  paid  (jr  jdedged,  and  our  memorial  committee  here  to-night  will 
be  pleased   to  receive   further  donations. 

To  those  wiio  ask  if  John  Tower  (  1  )  was  worthy  of  this  monument, 
we  say,  as  conii»aied  with  .Miles  Standish  and  John  Alden,  to  whose 
memory  organi/ations  and  monuments  exist,  that  he  came  here  volun- 
lai'ily,  with  money  in  his  pocket,  while  they  were  hirtnl  to  come,  the 
<nie  a  cooper,  the  other  a  soldier.  This  should  he  no  asi)ersion  on  Stand- 
ish and  Alden,  who  were  true  men.  They  may  he  compared  with  Joshua 
and  Caleb,  who  came  into  the  promised  laud,  a  i»rivilege  not  enjoyed 
even  by  Moses.  John  Tower  seems  to  have  liad  means  of  his  own,  and 
not    being    satistied    with    either    of    the    several    lots    gi\en    him    by    the 
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town  of  Hingliam,  he  bought  of  his  own  choice  the  lanrj,  the  deed  ot 
whicli  is  still  kei)t  at  the  "Old  Homestead."  There  he  built  his  house 
and  there  he  stayed  on  the  fiontier  of  the  settlement  duiinsj  King 
Phillip's  war  and  to  the  end  of  his  life.  lie  was  one  of  the  pioneer 
founders  of  this  great  nation,  and  as  such  his  memory  should  be  cher- 
ished and  honored.  The  memorial  to  the  First  Settlers  of  llingham,  to 
whicli  most  of  you  have  contributed,  is  now  being  erected.  It  is  beside 
Die  Old  Meeting  House,  which  is  but  two  miles  from  the  Old  Tower 
Homestead,  and  is  a  substantial  brick  tower  with  chime  of  bells  cost- 
ing $ir>,0()(J.  When  next  you  visit  llingham,  you  can  see  your  names 
enrolled  in  this  tower,  and  we  hope  you  will  also  see  a  monument  at  the 
grave  of  your  first  American  ancestor,  John  Tower  (1). 

And  now,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  in  closing,  1  extend  to  you  greetings 
from  our  mutual  kinsman  and  fellow  member,  the  Hon.  Charlemagn.^ 
Tower,  late  ambassador  to  Germany.  1  had  a  delightful  visit  with  him 
in  Philadelphia  on  .June  4th,  and  I  found  him  thoroughly  interested  in 
us,  our  aims,  our  ideals,  our  associations,  and  our  memorial.  He  tol.l  us 
of  his  visit  to  the  old  church  in  llingham,  Fngland,  where  the  sexton 
solemnly  pulled  forth  the  old  iron  chest  containing  many  precious 
papers.  There  he  saw  in  a  perfect  state  of  jtreservation  the  records  of 
the  biith  of  John  Tower  and  of  Margaret  Ibrook,  as  well  as  the  mar- 
riage record  of  Robert,  John's  fatiier. 

Mr.  Tower  approves  of  our  memorial  [jlans,  suggesting  only  an 
addition  to  the  inscription.  He  will  come  to  Hingham  this  summer  to 
revisit  the  Old  Homestead  and  tiiere  go  into  the  problem  of  the  cost 
lemaining  to  erect  our  memorial.  It  has  become  a  matter  of  personal 
pride  with  me  and  it  will,  I  know,  be  with  you,  to  be  able  to  tell  him 
then  that  almost  all  the  necessary   money  has  been  pledged. 

Our  memorial  is  not  a  costly  edifice.  Of  the  $1.'i(Hi  necessary  a 
third  has  been  pledged.  1  now  ask  you  for  the  sake  of  our  ancestors, 
long  dead  and  buried,  for  your  own  sakes,  and  for  those  still  to  come, 
to  put  your  hands  in'  your  pockets  cheerfully — be  sure  it  is  those  where 
:,f)u  carry  youi-  rolls — and  let  us  settle  the  tiiumcing  of  our  monument 
•onight.  It  would  hardly  be  possible  to  find  a  Ijctter  way  to  commemorate 
Ibis   fourth  reunion. 
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Ladies   and   Gentlemen:  — 

We  are  very  glad  to  have  you  with  us  today,  and  sincerely  lu'Pe  that 
the  few  hours  si)enc  by  yon  in  the  .Museum  will  be  i)lcasant  and  will  help 
to  bi-ighten  your  stay  in  the  Gity  of  the  Straits,  and  l)e  among  the  pleas- 
ai;t   inemoi-ies  that   you   will  carry   back   to  your  homes. 

As  I  look  over  this  goodly  comi)any  of  ladies  and  gentlemen,  the 
descendants  of  .lohn  Tower.  I  am  fully  convincinl  that  he  well  deserved 
the  luime  he  bore,  and  that  lie  was  also  a  Tower  of  strength.  John 
Tower,  1  undersUMid.  was  bcrn  in  lOngland  in  It'.u'.t.  the  year  before  the 
lirst  white  man  came  up  the  nelroit  River.  It  may  startle  some  of  you 
v.lio  come  from  the  far  east,  and  who  lia\e  always  looked  upon 
Plymouth  Rock  as  the  stalling  point,  the  veiy  beginning  of  the  white 
settlements  in  this  vast  country,  to  learn  that  the  whites  were  here  so 
eai-ly,  but  history  tells  us  ol  the  settlement  at  .Jamestown  in  UioT. 
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and  that  two  years  later  those  hardy  old  Norman  French  had  planted 
their  flag  on  the  sliores  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  and  that  mighty  I'iver  flow- 
ing from  the  west,  beckoned  those  daring  spirits  to  "Come  up!  Come 
up!"  Tradition  tells  us  that  some  of  them  found  their  way  to  these 
shores  as  early  as  1610,  ten  years  before  the  Pilgrim  P^atliers  landed 
and  trod  the  shores  of  Massachusetts. 

Let  me  briefly  continue  the  story,  for  it  is  interwoven  with  tli;;t  of 
great  Pelle  Isle  Park,  where  you  are  to  spend  the  afternoon: 

I^ong  before  the  white  man's  ship  spread  its  sails  on  these  waters, 
the  Indians  made  the  island  their  camp  ground,  and  because  of  its 
beauty  called  it  "Mah-nah-be-zee,"  the  swan,  and  as  they  fished  along  the 
river  it  was  always  in  their  view.  At  a  point  down  the  river,  'tis  said, 
they  elected  some  piles  of  stone,  crude  altars,  to  their  gods.  The  white 
man  came,  tore  down  the  Indian  altars  and  scattered  the  stones  along  the 
sands,  the  cross  taking  the  place  of  the  rude  Indian  idols.  The  Indians, 
shocked  at  the  desecration,  came  at  midnight,  and  gathering  each  frag- 
ment, sacredly  carried  them  to  the  island,  and  there  with  much  cere- 
mony invoked  the  great  Manitou  to  turn  them  into  rattlesnakes,  that 
they  might  forever  defend  it  against  the  white  man;  so  the  island  be- 
came known  as  Snake  Island.  lUit  the  wliite  man  came,  the  island  was 
purchased  for  some  beads,  paint,  and  a  barrel  of  whiskey,  and  the  pur- 
chasers, desiring  to  be  rid  of  the  snakes,  placed  on  it  a  lot  of  hogs,  and 
again  it  changed  its  name  to  Isle  Cochon  or  Hog  Island.  Thus  it 
remained  until  about  184"),  when  a  picnic  was  planned  to  the  island, 
the  people  from  the  city  going  over  in  boats.  Helle  Cass  was  of  the 
party,  a  noted  beauty,  and  by  universal  consent  the  island  was  again 
rechristened  that  day  "Belle  Isle,"  and  has  remained  so  ever  since. 

The  story  of  its  puichase  by  the  city  is  a  long  one,  too  long  to  be  told 
here,  but  I  may  truthfully  say  that  it  is  known  fai'  and  wide  as  one  ol 
the  most   beautiful   parks  in  the   world. 

Now  let  us  get  back  to  the  town.  There  are  few  cities  in  America 
with  so  old  a  history,  fiefore  New  York,  New  Orleans,  Philadelphia  or 
Hoston  were  settled,  long  before  the  time  of  Oliver  (homwell,  the 
"Griffon"  had  sailed  up  our  river  and  the  city  was  foundL'd  l)efore  Peter 
tlie  Great  had   built  St.  Petersburg. 

Tlie  Indian  village  that  occupied  this  site  was  known  as  "Yon-do- 
ti-ga,"  meaning  a  great  village.  When  first  settled  by  the  French  it  was 
called  Fort  Poncluirtrain,  in  honor  of  the  French  minister,  Count  Pon- 
chartiain.  Then  as  the  village  grew  it  became  Ville  DeTroit,  the  village 
on  the  Strait,  and  finally  Detroit. 

Cadillac  received  a  grant  of  the  land  from  Louis  XIV  of  France,  and 
made  his  first  settlement  in  1702.  Starting  from  Quebec,  his  little  band 
followed  Champlain's  old  route  up  the  Ottawa  to  Georgian  Pay,  thence 
down  the  lakes  to  this  river.  'Tis  said  tliat  they  first  went  to  one  of  the 
islands  below  us,  thinking  to  follow  the  exami)le  of  Paris,  which  was 
first  founded  on  an  island  in  the  River  Seine,  but  finding  a  lack  of  trees, 
tiiey  si)ent  only  the  night  there,  then  letraced  their  way  up  the  river, 
landing  at  a  point  only  a  few  blocks  from  the  building  in  which  we  liold 
this  meeting.  Here  they  began  the  stockade  that  surrounded  the  little 
town,  where  for  nine  years  the  inhabitants  dwelt  with  the  Indians  in 
peace,  when  Cadillac  was  called  to  be  governor  of  Louisiana.  After 
Cadillac's  departure  the  town  declined  for  a  time,  but  newcomers  from 
France  revived  the  spiiits  of  the  townspeople,  and  trading  with  the  In- 
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dians  proved  so  profitable  that  the  English  began  casting  longing  eyes  at 
the  little  village,  and  finally  it  fell  into  their  hands.  Just  here  I  might 
mention  that  more  than  fifty  battles  and  skirmishes  iiave  taken  place 
within  the  city  limits.  The  city  has  passed  through  two  sieges  and 
changed  its  flag  five  times. 

The  great  Chieftain  Pontiac,  with  his  vast  conspiracy  by  which  he 
hoped  to  wipe  out  all  the  white  settlements  of  the  Northwest,  made  this 
little  town  the  object  of  his  personal  supervision,  but  the  conspiracy  was 
lexealed  by  an  Indian  maiden  who  had  been  befriended  by  tlie  com- 
mandant of  Detroit,  and  when  the  Indians  with  their  rilles  under  their 
blankets  entered  the  fort,  they  found  the  soldiers  under  arms,  prepared 
tor  them,  and  they  sullenly  withdrew,  but  for  weeks  surrounded  thi? 
stockade  and  sought  to  starve  the  town.  In  this  they  failed,  and  Pontiat; 
met  his  death  at  the  hands  of  one  of  his  Indian  allies. 

This  was  one  of  the  posts  surrendeied  by  p]ngiand  at  the  close  of 
the  Re\olutionary  War,  but  until  the  end  of  the  eighteenth  century  she 
refused  to  withdraw  her  troops,  on  the  plea  of  debts  owed  by  its  citizens 
to  British  subjects.  In  1811',  it  was  again  besieged  by  the  English  under 
General  Brock,  and  General  William  Hull  hoisted  the  white  flag,  but  the 
next  year  found  the  stars  and  stripes  floating  over  it  again,  never  to  be 
removed  so  long  as  this  government  stands. 

The  old  stockade  is  no  more,  and  the  narrow  streets  of  Cadillac's 
time  have  given  way  to  the  broad  avenues  that  L'Enfant  planned,  the 
same  man  who  laid  out  the  city  of  Washington. 

Such  in  brief  is  the  story  of  the  thriving  city  that  greets  you  today, 
and  wishes  that  you  may  come  again. 

REGISTRATION    LIST 
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Illinois. 

Tower,    Miss    Emma,    Mendota.  Chapman,   .Mrs.  Amanda   L..  Detroit. 
Tower,    George    Washington,    Kingston.  Chapman.   Glenn   L.,   Detroit. 

Tower,  Harry,  H.,  Chicago.  Collins,   Byron   W.,   Fostoria. 

Tower,   Mrs.   Harry  H.,  Chicago.  Collins,  Ruston   W.,   Fostoria. 

Towei',  Henry   E.,  Chicago.  Derwin,  Mrs.  Anna,  Otisville. 

Kansas.  Fairbank,  Adeline,  Mt.   Morris. 

Shaw,  .larvis   E..  Mulvane.  Fairbank,  Iva  L.,  Mt.  Morris. 

Massachusetts.  Eisk,    Mrs.    Cordelia   Tower,    Belding. 

Tower,    Charles    Wesley,    Springfield.  Ford,  George  V.,  Blissfield. 

Tower,  George  Warren,  Hingham.  Ford,  W.  O.,  Fayette. 
Tower,  Mrs.  George  Warren,  Hingham. Galpin,  Frederic  Tower.  Detroit. 

Tower,'  Gilbert  J.,  Shelbiirne   Falls.  Galpin,  Mrs.   Frederic  Tower,  Detroit 

Tower,  Harry  A.,  Dalton.  Guill)o,   Mrs.   Charlotte,   Detroit. 

Tower]  Newcomb  B.,  Cohasset.  Guilbo,  De  Motte,  Detroit. 

Tower,   Sophronia  L.,   Cohasset.  Hart.  Mrs.  Anna  J.,  Shaftsburg. 

Tower    Walter  Lamont,  Dalton.  Hathaway,  Dora,  Pontiac. 

Tower!   Mrs.    Walter    Lamont.    Dalton.  Hathaway.  Ethel,  Pontiac. 

Michigan.  Hathaway,  .lerome  N.,  Pontiac. 

Ainsworth,  Mrs.  Ida  T..  Detroit.  Hauck,  Mrs.  Ida  Adrian. 

Armstrong,  Emma  Tower,   Hubbell.  Hawken,   Mrs.  Charlotte.   Rochester. 

Bailey,  George  N.,  Detroit.  Jones,  Effie.  Pontiac. 
Brooks,   Mrs.   Elizabeth,  Grand   Rapids.  Larkin.  1).  E.,  Millington. 

Brooks.   Ivah   M.,   Detroit.  Larkin,   George   N..    Flint. 
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Laselle,   -Mrs.   10.  J.,   Atlas. 

Lipp,  .Mrs.  Elnoiah  E.,  Farniiu.^toii. 

Locke,    W.   :\I.,   Detioit. 

Locke.   .Mrs.    W.    .M.,   Detroit. 

Lutton,   W'm.   l^,   Ailrian. 

Martin.    .Mrs.    .Martiia,   (iraiul    Uiipids. 

Xortoii,   Nellie    \\.   Tiiwer,    Ue'dins. 

OsUoii.  H.  11.,  Foiitiac. 

Ogdoii,  .Mis.   M.   H..  J^outiac. 

Poole,   Sarah   L.,  Grand    Ulanc. 

Rideoiit,   -Mary   A.,   Detroit. 

Rideout,   Win.  S.   M..   Detroit. 

Robinscn,  John  S..  Otisville. 

Robinson,   Mary   K.,  Otisville. 

liobinson.  S.   P.,  Otisville. 

Sherman,  .lames  E..   Pontiac. 

Smith.  Abram,  Detroit. 

Smith,   Nellie  R.,  Detroit. 

Smith,   Ph.\llis,   Detroit. 

Swain,   Flsie,    Detroit. 

Swain,   Kthel   .M.,   Otisville. 

Swain,   Inez,  Detroit, 

Swain,   Lnia   .M.,   Detroit. 

Swain,  Sylvia  H..  Detroit. 

Swain,   W'm.  A.,   Defoit. 

Taylor,   Klva,   Detroit. 

Taylor,   Mrs.   W.  R.,  Detroit. 

Tower,  Albert   10.,  Detroit. 

Towel-,   .Mis.  .Albert   10.,  Detroit. 

Tower,  A.   K.,   Charlotte. 

Tower,   Pelle   .M.,   Grand    Rai)ids. 

Tower,  Denjamiii  F.,   PeldiiiK. 

Tower,  Bessie,   Detroit. 

Tower,  Burton  L.,  Detroit. 

Tower,   Byron  C.,  Greenville. 

Tower,  C.  Mortimer,  Detroit. 

Tower,  Charles  E.,  Pontiac. 

Tower,  Clare,   Detroit. 

Tower,  Clyde  O.,  Greenville. 

Tower,  Cornelius   L.,   Goodison. 

Tower,  Daniel    W'.,  thand    Rapids. 

Tower,  David   15.,  Detroit. 

Tower,   Edison   F.,   Detroit. 

Tower,   Elizabeth,   Detroit. 

Tower,   Elmer,  Detroit. 

Tower,  F^ank  .7.,   Detroit. 

Tower,  Frank  I.,  Detroit. 

Tower,   .Mrs.  George,  Orion. 

Tower,  Glenn   L.,  Detroit. 

Tower,  Mrs.    Henrietta,   Pontiac. 

Tower,  Mis.  Ida,  Detroit. 

Tower,  Irving  E.  1*.,  Detroit. 

Tower,   Isabella  S.,   Detroit. 

Tower,  James   F.,   Ionia. 

Tower,  Jeanette   V.,   Detroit. 


Tower,   .Mis.   Jennie,   Goodison. 

Tower,   Mrs.  Leon,  Saline. 

Tower,   Lewis    I).,    Detroit. 

Tower,   .Mrs.    Lev.is    D.,    Detroit. 

Tower,   Louise,  .Ann  .Arbor. 

Tower,   .Maijel,   .Ann   Arjjor. 

Tower,    .Mabel    C.,    Detroit. 

Tower,   .Ma.\   L.,   Detroit. 

Tower,   .Mis.  .Max  L.,   Detroit. 

Tower,   Nettie  O.,   Lansing. 

Tower,   Newton   E.,    Union   City. 

Tower,   .Mrs.   Newton    E.,    Union   City. 

Tower,   Pierce  D..  Detroit. 

Tower,    Pnideiice    10.,    Detroit. 

Tower,  Ray  J.,  Greenville. 

Tower,   .Mis.   Ray   .1.,   (Jreeiiville. 

Tower,  Rose,  Detroit. 

Tower,   Ruth,   Detroit. 

Tower,  Thomas   10..    Detroit. 

Tower,   Sanuud  S.,  Onaway. 

Tower,   Walter  C,  Barryton. 

Tower,   .Mis.    Walter   C,"  l'.arr.\  Idii. 

Tower,   Willis,   Union   City. 

Tower,   .Mrs.    Willis,    Union   Citv. 

Van   De   Warker,   -Mrs.   Amy   T.."  Lansing. 

Webber,  Ivan,  NortiiviUe. 

\Vebl)er,   Lela,   Northville. 

Whitcomb,   10.  S.,   Pontiac. 

Wliitcomb,   .Mrs.    10.   S,,    Pontiac. 

New   York. 
.Miner,  Sherman  L.,  Batavia. 
ToUerdale,   Florence    .M.,   Stafford. 
Tower,  Clarence  J.,  Niagara  Falls. 
Tower,   .Mrs.   Clarence   J.,   .Niagara  Falls. 
Tower,   Daniel  P.,  Youngstown. 
Tower,   Mrs.  Daniel  P.,  A'oangstown. 
Tower,  D.   L.,  Niagara  Falls. 
Tower,  Eugene   H.,   Jr.,    Spring   Valley. 
Tower,   Mrs.   Eugene   H.,  Jr.,  Spring  Valley. 
Tower,  .lames   Wallace,   New   V*)rk  ('ity. 
Tower,  Luke,  Youngstown. 
Tower,   Peter   V.,   Niagara   Falls. 
Tower,  Porter   B.,   Youngstown. 
Tower,   Mrs.  Porter  B.,  Youngstown. 

Ohio. 
Ball,  John   Tower,   Toledo. 
Ball,   Ella  Ruby,  Toledo. 
Ford,  .Anna   E.,    Fayette. 
Ford,  .Ansel  L.,  I'ayetle. 
Norris,  Mrs.  Hugh  10.,  Toledo. 
Tower,  George  Ed.,  Cleveland. 
Tower,   llattie  B.,  Toledo. 

Wisconsin. 
Lyman,  Florence  B.,  .Appleton, 
LyiiKin,   Lucy   P.  P.,  -Appleton. 
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RESOLUTIONS   OF   THANKS   TO    1911    AXU    iyi2    RKl'NION 
CO.NLMITTIOKS 


Whereas,  Hy  the  assistaiu-e  wliitli  the  1911  Reunion  Committee 
rendered  the  Society,  the  menibers  of  the  Tower  Family  were  enabled 
to  particiiiate  in  a  most  successtul  Reunion  at  Cohas.set,  Mass.,  on  the 
second  day  of  Sei)temljei-.  1911,  and 

Whereas,  Through  the  courtesy  of  the  1912  Reuni(jn  Committee,  the 
completeness  of  its  arrangements  and  tlie  excellence  of  its  program,  the 
1912  Reunion  at  Detroit,  Mich.,  on  tlie  seventh,  eighth  and  ninth  days 
ol  June,   l!tl2,  was   made  a  most  enjoyable  occasion,  be  it,  therefore. 

Resolved,  Tliat  the  Tower  Genealogical  Society  do  hereby  express  it.s 
appreiiation  of  the  services  rendered  by  the  1911  and  the  1912  Reunion 
Committees,  and  cause  this  acknowledgment  to  be  jninted  in  tlie'  1912 
i-eport  as  a   testimonial. 

Aiiproved  by  Executive  Board,  Sept.  2s,  ]912. 


FOURTH   ANNUAL   MEETING   OF  THE 
TOWER  GENEALOGICAL  SOCIETY 


Held   at   Hingham,   Massachusetts,   July   20,    1912 


PRESIDENT'S  INTRODUCTORY  REMARKS 
Ladies  and  Gentlemen,  Members  of  the  Tower  Genealogical  Society: 
It  is  good  to  see  so  many  of  you  here  under  the  rafters  of  John 
Tower  (1)  to  transact  the  business  of  your  family  organization.  This 
is  the  fourth  meeting  held  for  that  purpose.  The  past  year  has  been  an 
eventful  one.  Two  reunions  were  held,  one  in  Cohasset,  Mass.,  Sept.  2nd, 
1911,  and  one  in  Detroit,  Mich.,  June  7th,  Sth  and  9th,  1912.  Tiie  labor 
and  expense  of  these  has  been  very  great,  and  it  may  be  best  to  !iave 
no  reunion  in  1913,  but  to  try  to  have  one  here  in  Hingham  about  July  1st, 
1914,  by  which  time  it  is  hoped  the  monument  in  memory  of  our  ances- 
tors will  1)6  ready  to  dedicate.  If  you  should  decide  to  adopt  this  plan 
now  and  have  it  so  announced  in  this  year's  report,  it  will  be  very  satis- 
factory to  those  living  in  remote  parts  of  the  country,  giving  them  ample 
time  to  make  their  arrangements,  as  well  as  the  committee  to  prepare 
in  expectation  of  a  large  attendance. 

In  191  r,  there  is  to  be  in  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  a  grand  celebration  of 
the  opening  of  the  Panama  Canal,  which  many  of  you  may  like  to  attend. 
This  should  be  your  opportunity  to  liave  a  continental  reunion,  spending  a 
day  with  your  kindred  of  the  leading  cities  of  the  country.  The  me- 
morial woi-k  hnislied,  the  bonds  of  friendship  cemented,  and  ample  time 
given  for  arrangements,  this  would  seem  feasible. 

The  general  work  of  the  Society  has  been  well  attended  to  by  your 
officers  and  committees,  and  b'l-ief  reports  by  each  will  be  given. 

One  of  the  Society's  most  honoied  members,  Mr.  Levi  Lincoln  Tower, 
v/ho  was  with  us  at  the  meeting  held  here  last  year,  is  no  more,  having 
died   a  few   weeks  ago.      His  Tower  Genealogical   Society    was   very   dear 
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to  him,  as  it  surely  is  to  you  all. 

It  is  good  to  know  that  new  members  are  constantly  coming  in. 
There  are  now  three  hundred  and  fifty-one  members,  which  is  a  very 
rapid  growth.  Keep  on  building  your  society  by  bringing  in  new  mem- 
bers.    There  is  no  better  way   to  keep  the  fifth  commandment. 


RECORDING  SECRETARY'S  REPORT 


To  the  Members  of  the  T.  G.  S.: 

The  present  report  is  naturally  one  of  extreme  brevity  since  it 
covers  only  the  proceedings  of  the  annual  meeting  and  those  of  the 
Executive  Board  which  have  been  held  since  the  Third  Annual  Report 
of  the  Society  was  issued  for  the  year  1911. 

The  work  of  the  Society  is  constantly  being  sub-divided,  and  with 
the  creation  of  standing  committees  we  have  assurance  of  new  and 
broader  fields  of  thought  and  action.  You  are  to  be  congratulated  upon 
having  an  organization  which  has  been  shaped  entirely  by  your  own 
efforts.  Through  tiie  familiarity  which  many  now  have  with  the  plans 
outlined  for  continued  iirogress,  and  our  glowing  acquaintance  with  one 
another,  a  fair  comprehension  is  being  obtained  of  the  extent  of  our 
duties  and  the  limitations  inherent  in  the  work  to  be  accomplished. 

The  records  of  the  Society  as  a  whole  are  in  charge  of  the  two 
secretaries,  and  it  may  be  said  that  the  methods  employed  have  devel- 
oped into  a  system  which  for  work  of  this  character  is  unique  in  its 
systematization.  This  has  facilitated  the  interchange  of  thought  and 
placed  within  the  reach  of  all  members  a  better  knowledge  of  what  the 
Society  may  accomplish  for  the  welfare  of  the  family,  and  how  we  may, 
as  an  organization,  develop  even  larger  spheres  of  usefulness.  Those 
who  would  know  what  is  being  done  from  time  to  time  in  the  Society 
need  only  consult  the  official  minutes  and  the  annual  reports;  from  these 
may  be  gathered  the  present  status  of  our  work. 

The  P'ourth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Society  was  held  in  the  Old 
Homestead,  at  Hingham,  Mass.,  on  Saturday,  July  20th,  1912.  The  re- 
ports of  the  Executive  Board  and  Committees  were  approved. 

The  Recording  Secretary  was  authorized  to  place  on  record  all 
reports,  addresses,  sermons  and  the  like  which  have  been  and  may  be 
n,ade  or  delivered  for  the  Society,  and  attach  them  by  numbers  to  the 
official  record  book  of  the  Society,  filing  the  nianuscri|)ts  for  future  refer- 
ence. 

In  regard  to  the  question  of  whether  the  Society  shall  amend  the 
by-laws  to  admit  associate  meml)ers,  it  was  voted  that  this  question  be 
laid  on  the  table. 

The  following  resolutions  on  the  death  of  our  late  brother  member, 
Levi    Lincoln   Tower    (S),    were   offered   by   the   Committee   on   Literature 
and  Resolutions,  and  adopted  by  a  unanimous  vote. 
IN    MEMORIAM. 
LEVI  LINCOLN  TOWER, 

1S26— 1912. 
Saturday,  July  2Uth,   1912. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Tower  Genealogical  Society,  held  at  the  Old 
Tower  Homestead,  South  Hingham,  Massachusetts,  on  Saturday,  July 
20th,   1912,   the  following   resolutions   were   uimnimously   adopted: 
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Resolved,  That  the  Society  extend  to  the  sorrowing  family  of  our 
late  brother  member  of  the  Executive  Hoard,  Levi  Lincoln  Tower,  tlie 
sympathy  which  we  individually  feel  at  the  death  of  our  friend  and 
associate. 

An  honorable  and  useful  career  has  been  brought  to  its  close,  and 
though  we  feel  deep  sorrow  at  the  loss  of  our  friend  and  couns<dlor,  we 
rejoice  in  the  promise  of  eternal  hapi)iness  for  those  who,  like  him,  live 
in  devotion  to  high  ideals  of  service;   be  it  further 

Resolved.  That  these  resolutions  be  entered  upon  tlie  records  of  our 
Society,  and  that  a  copy  of  them  be  engrossed  and  sent  to  tlie  family 
of  our  dear  brother. 

CARL  VERNON  TOWER, 
JAMES  WALLACE  TOWER, 
GRACE    ELIOT    WINTllROP   SPRAGUE,       " 
Committee  on   Literature  and  Resolutions. 

The  following  officers  were  elected  for  the  year  l'.n2: 
OFFICERS. 

George  Warren  Tower  (9)  of  P.oston,  Mass ■  •  ■  •  •;^';^^!'!^"J 

Daniel  Nichols  Tower  (7)  of  Cohasset,  Mass • ^f'^^^^  Ptnrv 

Francis  Leon  Tower  (8)  of  Medlord,  Mass Recording  bee  e  aiy 

Walter  Lamont  Tower  (9)  of  Dalton,  Mass Corresponding  Secietar 

James  Wallace  Tower   (8)   of  New  York,  N.  Y lieasmei 

MEMI^ERS  OF  THE   EXECUTIVE   I'.OARD. 
Oliver  Tower  (9)   of  Hingham  Centre,  Mass. 
John  Henry  Tower  (7)  of  North  Weymouth,  Mass. 
Carl  Vernon  Tower  (8)  of  Hartford,  Conn. 
Florence  Estelle  Tower   (8)    of  Auburndale,  Mass. 
Since  the  incorporation  of  the  Society  it  has  been  the  custom  ot  the 
Executive   Board    to   create   committees   annually.     This   method   of   pro- 
cedure  Pioved    however,  to   be  rather  confusing,  and   to  avoid   unneces- 
sary  repetition   of   its   action   the   Society   elected    Standing   Committees, 
as  follows:  COMMITTEE  ON   MEMBERSHIP. 

Walter  Lamont  Tower,  of  Dalton,   Mass. 
Grace  E.  W.  Sprague,  of  Hingham  Centre.  Mass. 

COMMITTEE   ON   FINANCE. 
Oliver  Tower,  of  Hingham  Centre,  Mass. 
John  Henry  Tower,  of  North  Weymouth,  Mass. 
George  Warren  Tower,  of   Hoston,  Mass. 
COMMITTEE  ON   LITERATURE  AND   RESOLUTIONS. 
Carl  Vernon  Tower,  of  Hartford,  Conn. 
James  Wallace  Tower,  of  New  York,  N.  Y. 
Grace  E.  W.  Sprague,  of  Hingham  Centre,  Mass. 

COMMITTEE  ON   ENGROSSING. 
P^rancis  Leon  Tower!  of  Medford,  :\lass. 

COMMITTEE    ON    THE    COLLECTION     AND    STUDY    OF 
LOMMIli^L-^^^^^^^^^   CONCERNING    HEREDITY. 

Dr   William  Lawrence  Tower,  University  of  Chicago    Chicago,  111. 
nr'  car    Vernon  Tower,  Trinity  College,  Hartford.  Conn, 
nr!  SirWi'red   To;er,   American    Museum   of   Natural    History.   New 
York,  N.  Y. 
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Immediately  following  the  adjoui'iiment  of  the  fouith  animal  meet- 
ing  a  meeting  of  the  Executive  Hoaid  was  held.  At  this  meeting  the 
following  members  were  elected  to  seive  as  a 

COMMITTEE  OX   1912   REPORT: 
Grace  E.  \V.  Spragiie,  of  Hingham  Centre,  Mass. 
George  Warren  Tower,  of   Hoston,   Mass. 

Respectfully  submitted, 


C:^'/</y/r/'J^rr'//. 


Recording  Secret aiv. 


CORRESPONDING   SECRETARY'S   REPORT 


I    b-g    to 

1911,  and 
)rt  of  our 


Dalton,   Mass.,   May  22nd,   1912. 
Mr.  President  and  Members  of  tlie  Executive   iioard  of  the  Tower  Genea 
logical  Society;  — 

Gentlemen: — As    Corresponding    Secretary    of    our    Society 
submit  the  following  report: 

Since  my  last  report,  which  bears  date  of  December  1st, 
ai)pears  on  pages  eleven  and  twelve  of  the  Third  Annual  Rei 
Society,  I  have  entered  into  correspondence  with  several  interested 
descendants  who  are  of  the  Benjamin  Branch,  and  from  whom  I  have 
recei\ed  considerable  genealogical  data,  together  with  some  corrections 
and  additions  to  our  address  list.  I  wish  to  record  the  thanks  of  our 
Society  to  Mr.  Andrew  Tower  (7)  of  Somerville,  Mass.,  member  Xo.  2;i0; 
Mrs.  Addie  Ella  (Tower)  Emerson  (9)  of  Rochester,  Vt.,  and  .Mrs.  Mary 
Tower  (Lapsley)  Caughey  (9)  of  Sewickley,  Penn.,  for  genealogical  data 
furnished  to  me. 

A  peculiar  result  of  my  investgations  during  the  past  winter  was  the 
discovery  that  a  certain  Edward  Whitman  Tower  (8),  who  is  recorded 
in  the  present  genealogy  as  dead,  is  alive  and  well  and  has  a  family. 
He  now  resides  in  Texas.  Martin  Eugene  Smith  (8)  of  Xorthampton, 
Mass.,  member  No.  2^.,  has  recently  contributed  some  additional  data  to 
the  Samuel   Branch;    Ii7(i  genealogical  charts  have  been  listed  to  date. 

Since  January  1st,  1912,  I  have  thoroughly  revised  and  corrected 
our  address  list,  partially  by  correspondence,  but  principally  by  consult- 
ing over  four  hundred  directories  of  the  leading  cities  and  towns  in  U. 
S.  A.  Nearly  all  of  these  directories  were  issued  in  1910  and  1911.  For 
the  use  of  these  directories  we  are  indebted  to  Price  Lee  &  Co.,  of 
Springfield,  Mass.,  and  New  Haven,  Conn.  Our  address  list  now  con- 
tains the  names  of  1031  Towers  and  884  non-Towers,  showing  an  in- 
crease of  over  two  hundred  names  since  the  last  revision. 

I  have  received  a  total  of  381  applications  for  membership  in  oui 
Society,  and  329  of  these  have  been  approved  and  sent  to  our  Recording 
Secretary.  One  application  is  hehl  up  for  lack  of  sufhcient  data  to  re- 
ceive  approval,    and    one    application    has    been    lost    in    the    mail.      The 
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latter  will  be  approved  as  soon  as  a  duplicate  application  can  he  received, 
as  full  data  concerning  this  applicant  is  at  hand. 

The  State  of  Delaware  has  now  been  added  to  those  represented  in 
the  T.  G.  S.,  making  twenty-nine  States,  the  l)istric-t  of  Columbia  and 
Canada  represented  in  our  Society. 

As  one  of  the  Committee  on  the  Fourth  Annual  Reunion  I  have  but 
little  to  report,  as  the  entire  woi'k  for  this  reunion  is  in  the  hands  of 
the  Detroit  Committee.  Many  good  things  are  promised,  and  I  feel  sure 
all  descendants  who  gather  in  the  beautiful  city  of  Detroit  next  month 
will  have  the  time  of  theii-  lives. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

WALTER  LA.MONT   TOWER, 

Corresponding  Secretary. 
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200  Fifth  Avenue,  Xew  York.  June   1,  UMl' 
-Mr.  President  and  Fellow  .Members:  — 

Your    Treasurer    begs    leave    to    sul)mit    the    following    reimrt,    which 
covers  from  June  1st,  I'Jll,  to  .May   ir.th,   1912: 

Total    receii)ts    for    year,    including    balance    of    $14.48, 

amounting    to    $242.18 

Total  disbursements   for  year 2(i;t.o9 


Leaving   balance  on   hand  of $  32.79 

Disbursements    itemized,    covering    Vouchers    52    to    t;2,    in    hands    of 
Treasurer: 

rj2.   llobbs     &      Warren     Co.,      1911      reunion     register 

sheets    $  3.75 

53.  Geo.   Warren  Tower,  transfer  of  Memorial  funds..  26. UO 

54.  Daniel  N.  Tower,  1911   reunion  expenses..  t;tj.t;7 

55.  Samuel     Ward     Co.,     Recording     Secretary,     inoex 
cards    2.25 

5().  Tower   Pros."   Sta.    Co.,   5000   letterheads,    loOQ   ap- 
plication   blanks    and    4    Treasurer's    receipt    books  21.50 

57.  Burbank     Engraving    Co.,    2     half-tone    cuts,     1911 
report 3.50 

58.  Economy  Press,  800-1911    reports 69.t;0 

59.  Weeks  &  Doten,  addressing  envelopes,  1911  report  1.25 

60.  Sarah  Tower,  postage  on  1911   report 7.77 

61.  Cutter-Tower  Co.,   800   envelopes,   1911   report 5.5u 

62.  W.  O.   llartshoine,  engrossing  5  certificates 1.60 


$209.39 
Disbursements  grouped: 

General    expenses    $  25.35 

191 1    Reunion   expenses    70.42 

1911    Rejjort   account    87.62 

Transfer  of  ;\lemorial  funds  to  committee 26.00 


$209.39 
The  1911  Report  account  is  as  follows: 

Furnishing  and  printing  800  copies .  .  .$  94.60 
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Making  and  retouching  half-tone  cuts    $3.rj0 

800  Manila  envelopes  printed   (S.r.o 

Addressing   341^    envelopes    1 .25 

Postage   on    reports    7.77 


$112.62 
On    the    1911    Report    account    the    Society    is    still    owing    $12.50    to 
Daniel  L.  Tower  for  a  like  amount  he  kindly  advanced  on  printer's  hill. 
Your  Treasurer  wishes  to  acknowledge  on  behalf  of  tlie  Society  a  donation 
of  John  II.  Tower,  member  No.  53,  $12.50  to  the   1911   Rejjort  account. 

There  are  unpaid  bills  outstanding  against  the  Society  amounting  to 
$44.35,  as  follows: 

$28.35  to  Walter  L.  Tower,  stationery  and  genealogical  charts;  $12.50 
to  Daniel  N.  Tower,  as  before  mentioned,  and  $;'..50  to  Tower  Hros.'  Sta- 
tionery  Co.,   for  register  sheets  for   1912   Reunion. 

There  are,  up  to  May  15th,  1912,  unpaid  dues  for  the  year  1910, 
amounting  to  $31.00,  and  70  unpaid  for  year  1911. 

Duiing  the  year  there  were  26  applications  for  membership  and  two 
resignations  from  membership,  that  is,  member  No.  76,  and  member  No. 
265. 

Your  Treasurer's  books  for  the  year  just  passed  have  been  audited 
by  Mr.  Lucius  \Varren  Bartlett,  member  No.  75,  and  his  certification  is 
as  follows: 

Hartford,  Conn.,  June  3,  1912. 
I  hereby  certify  that  I   have  audited   the  accounts  of  the  Treasurer 
of  the  Tower  Genealogical  Society  for  the  period  from  June  1,  1911,  to 
May  15,  1912,  inclusive,  and  found  them  correct,  the  balance  in  the  treas- 
uiy  on  May  15th,  1912,  being  thirty-two  and  79-100  dollars. 

(Signed)      LUCHIS   WARREN   HARTLETT, 

Auditor  for  the  Society. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

J.    WALLACE   TOWER, 

Ti-easurer. 
200  Fifth  A^'enue,  New  York,  July  9,  1912. 
Mr.  President  and  Fellow  Members:  — 

As  a  supplementary  report,  your  Treasurer  would  briefly  say  that 
on  June  15th  notices  for  dues  for  all  then  in  arrears  were  sent  to  our 
Recording  Secretary  to  go  with  notices  of  Annual  Meeting.  There  were 
then  unpaid  dues  for  1910,  $27.00;  1911,  $73.00,  and  1912,  $234.00.  Since 
sending  out  these  notices  none  have  remitted  for  1910,  seven  for  1911. 
and  seventy-one  for  1912,  and  one  for  1913.  One  member,  No.  233,  has 
sent  in  his  i-esignation.  After  allowing  for  returns  just  mentioned  there 
are  still  outstanding  for  years  1910,  1911  and  1912.  dues  amounting  to 
$255.00.  At  Detroit  Reunion,  where  we  were  so  splendidly  entertained, 
seventeen  made  application  for  membership,  and  since  two  more  appli- 
cations have   been    received. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.   WALLACE  TOWER, 

Treasurer. 

REPORT    OF    MEMORIAL    COMMITTEE 

Your  Memorial  Committee  has  not  been  idle  during  the  past  year. 
P'requent   meetings  have   been  held,  a   design   for  the  memorial   adopted 
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and  considerable  money  collected,  vviiich  now  amounts  to  $rj20.7r,  cash 
received  and  $53.00  pledged,  making  a  total  of  $573.75. 

It  is  hojied  that  the  full  amount  estimated  as  required  for  this 
memorial,  which  is  $1500.00,  will  soon  ije  contributed  so  that  the  monu- 
ment may  be  built  in  the  near  future  and  paid  for  promptly.  It  is  desir- 
able that  a  memorial  worthy  of  the  Tower  family  be  secured  and  that 
all  of  John  Tower  (1)  descendants  share  in  the  work.  Let  each  one  give 
his  mite.  Appreciation  will  not  be  measured  by  the  amount  given,  which 
may  be  large  or  small.  It  is  better  to  have  small  contribution's  from 
many  donors  than  large  contributions  from  a  few.  Let  every  one  of  the 
descendants  of  John  and  Margaret  Tower  add  his  or  her  name  to  the 
roll   of  honor. 

Following  is  the  roll  of  those  who  have  contributed  or  pledged  money 
up  to  the  i)resent  time. 

TOWER    NAMES 

Tower,  Albert   H Chailotte,    Mich $L0O 

Alice    Morse    Boston,    .Mass 25.00 

Alice    Catherine    Uingham,    Mass l.Oo 

Andrew    J Mendota,    111 2.50 

Andrew    Sonierville,    Mass 5.00 

Alma   Louise    Auburndale,    Mass 2.00 

Albert  E Detroit,    Mich 2.00 

Isabelle   .M Grand   Rapids,   Mich l.OO 

Benjamin    F Behling,    Mich LOO 

Betsey    C Concord,    Alass 5.00 

Burt     Dillion,    Mont 2.00 

Charles    Melrose,    Mass 5.00 

Charles    E Mason    City,    la 3.00 

Charles    Wesley    Springfield,    Mass 5.00 

Clarance    J Niagara   Falls,   N.   Y 5.00 

Clarence   Lothiop    Aul)urndale,    Mass 2.00 

Claud    W Otisville,    Mich :;.00 

Clyde    Omar     Greenville,    Mich 2.00 

Daniel   C Mendota,    111 2.50 

Daniel    Nichols    Cohasset,    .Mass 14.00 

Daniel    W Grand   Rapids,    Mich 5.00 

Dan    P Youngstown.    N.    Y 1  .On 

David    Lothrop    New    York,    N.    Y 2.00 

Eugene    U New   York,   X.   Y 5.00 

Elizabeth   .\bl)ott    Cambridge,    .Mass 2.50 

Elmer     Detroit,    Mich LOO 

Emma    Mendota,    111 2.00 

Emma  Powell    Ifingham,    Mass L50 

rOugenie    Louise    Uingham,    Mass L50 

Fanny    Parmenter     Peteisham,    Mass 1.00 

Francis    Emory    Albany,   N.    Y 10.00 

Florence    l':stelle    Auburndale,    .Mass 25.00 

Frederick   Lincoln    Portland,    Me LOO 

Geoige   Arms    Richmond,    Va COO 

George   D Mendota,    111 2.50 

"         George    Parkei-    Cohasset,    Mass *5.00 

George  Warren,  Jr New    Rochelle,    N.    Y *5.00 

George   Warren    Boston,    Mass 50.00 
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Towt^r,  George  Wasliington Kingston,    111 ^7,.u(^ 

George    .Madison    Bar   1  labor,    Me *r,.ni) 

Gilbert   J Slielbouine    Falls,    .Mass :,.<u) 

Henry    Mendota.    Ill 2.r,(J 

Henry    Franklin    Denver,    Colo o.uu 

Henry  L Worthington,    .Mass 1  .dk 

Henry   E Chicago,    111 2..:-) 

Harry    H Chicago,    111 2.00 

Herbert   L Springfield,    Mass GO 

Isaac    Lewis    Greenville,    .Mich 10. Ou 

Isaac    Nichols    Meeker,    La 3.0') 

James    E New  York,  N.  Y 1  .no 

John  B Homestead,    Fla 1 .00 

John   Henry    W'eynionth,    .Mass 2r,.oo 

John  Ibrook    Hingham,    JNlass l.Oo 

Jonas    Petersham,    .Mass 1 .00 

Joseph    \V .Momeiue,   111 1.00 

Katherine   EJisbee    Hingham,    .Mass L-jO 

Levi    Lincoln    Newtonville,  .Mass *2r).0ii 

Louisa   C Cohasset,    .Mass .2'. 

I.,ouisa   and    .Mabel    .  .  .  .  ,  .Ann    Ai-bor,    .Mich 1.00 

Luke     Youngstown,    N.    Y ."i.OO 

:\lary    A W'orthington,     .Mass l.iiu 

;\loses    Binney    Holleywood,    Cal Lnd 

Max    L Detroit,    Mich I.(M) 

Nathan    .\lvin    .Munioe    Bridge,    .Mass .',ii 

Newcomb    B Cohasset,    Mass r).oO 

.Nettie  O Lansing,    .Mich 2.0  i 

Oliver    Hingham,    .Mass ."..oo 

Peter    Smith     Youngstown,    N.    Y 2.iiO 

Peter    Vanderlip    Niagara   Falls,   N.   Y L'lO 

Ray  J Greenville,    .Mich.    2.'..oo 

Rose     Detroit,    .Mich l.ni 

Samuel    S Onaway,    Mich 2.iiii 

Sarah    Louisa    St.    Louis,   .Mo 4.00 

Sarah    Heald    Hinglnm,    IMass r..oi) 

Schuyler    Rogers    .......  .Munroe    Bridsre.    .Mass .7,i) 

Thomas    E Detroit,    .Mich 2. no 

Theodoi-e  P Cumington,    .Mass *2.tio 

Tryjjhena   Clark    Concord,    Mass r,.uii 

Warren    Fuller    Greenville.    Mich 2r> 

Willis    H "ni(ui    Citv,    .Mich l.iiO 


Armstrong,    Emma    Ilubbell,    .Mich .",.o<> 

Bartloti,    Lucius    Warieu     Hartford,    Conn 1 0.uo 

P.urt,  Charles   P. Spi-ingfield,    .Mass l.nO 

Barr,  Frances  Wooi' Rochester,    N.    Y 10.00 

Bellows,  .Mrs.  J.  O Cumberland,    R.    T l.On 

Butterfield,    .Mary    H Coldbiook    Spiings,    Mass .'..00 

'Pl<<lfi(<l. 
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Clark,    Marcia   ,1 Petersliani,   Mass $1.00 

Collins,    Hyron    \V Fostoria,    Mich l.Ou 

Cliiirchill,   Mary   E Melrose,    Mass ."j.OO 

dishing,    Georgiana    Tower Woodstock,    Vt l.On 

Derwln,  Thomas    Otisville,    Mich l.Ou 

Eager,    Olive    G Auburndale,    .Mass 2.j.0u 

Eager,  Mabel  Tower   Auburndale,    Mass .'j.OU 

Elwell,    Mary    Tower    Spruce    Head,    Me l.UO 

Fairbanks,   Ira   L Mount   Morris,   Mich 2.iJ(i 

Gates,  Mary  Ann  Tower Petersham,    Mass l.uu 

Gates,  Charles    \V Petersham,    Mass .".0 

Gates,  Sarah  Huckminster   Petersham,    Mass r.u 

Gardner,  Katie  Gerlrude HintihQm,     Mass.     *1.0U 

Hall,   Lydia   C Siu-ingfield,    .Mass 2,'). 00 

Harris,   Emiline   Tower    Washington,    Mich 1.00 

Harrington,   Sarah    Wood    Niagara   Falls,    N.   Y Ki.OO 

Hart,   Anna   Tower    Shaftsburg,    Mich 1.00 

Hurlbert,  Catheiine  Tower   ....South    Sudbury,    Mass 2..')!) 

Huntress,  Ruel)en  W Boston,    Mass I.UO 

Kenney,   Edith    L Newtonville,   Mass 2.0i) 

Kenney,  Olive  Tower .Xcwtonville,    .Mass 1  .Of 

King,    .Margueiite    Waveiiey.    Mass ."..dO 

Leonard,    Flora   E Campello,    .Mass l.Ou 

Malcolm,   Mary   Hinney    .Newtonville,    .Mass 10. no 

.Alalcolm,    Ernest   E New    York,    .\.    Y 3.00 

:\lalcolm,  Florence  Tower .Newtonville,    .Mass l.no 

.Malcolm,   George   Frederick Newtonville,    .Mass 5. no 

.Martin,   George   N Flint,    .Mich l.OO 

-Martin,   Martha    Grand    Rapids,   .M  icli 1 .00 

Peck,   Elizabeth   Tower    New    Britain,   Conn l.O'i 

Poole,    Sarah    E Grand    Rapids,   .Mich l.Oo 

Robinson,   S.   P Otisville,    Midi l.Ou 

Sanjiyan,   Dorothy    .M SpringHeld,    .Mass 1.00 

Sanjiyan,  Semmele    J^I Springfield,    .Mass l.uO 

Sanjiyan,  Lillian   .M SpringHeld,     Mass .").uO 

Sanjiyan,   Linville   H Springfield,    .Mass l.UO 

Smith.    H.   M Richmond,   Va *,-.Oii 

Smith,   Sarah    Ii'ene    Vorthampton,    .Mass l..'.u 

Smith,    .Mai-tin    Eugene    Northampton,    .Mass l..")U 

Shaw,   Deborah    Tower    Cumington,    .Mass 2.u() 

Shaw,   Julia   Annette    Cumington,    .Mass 2.U0 

Somberger,  Isabella   L ilaydenville,    .Mass l.oO 

Sprague,  Grace  I].   W Hingluim,    Mass *1.00 

Sprague,  Hannah  P Hingham,    Mass *1.00 

Suhanek.  Ermina  Hartlett    1  lol\ oke.    Mass ,',.00 

Thrall,    Emma   Hartlett    Holyoke.    ^^ass l.OO 

Totterdale,   Florence   Miner   .  .  .  .  Staltoi-d,   N.   Y 1.00 

Whitcomb.   .Mis.   l-:nos  S I->ontiac.    .Midi 2."i 

West,  .Mrs.  C.   E Fremont,    .Neb l.uO 

Williamson,   Lucy   D Souurville,    .Mass *3.00 

Several   whose  names  do  not  a|))iear  have  signified  their  intention  to 

contribute,  but  the  amount  has  not  been  stated,  .\iiyiuie  having  con- 
tributed to  tlie  memorial  whose  name  does  not  appear  on  this  list  s'lould 
commmiicate  witli  the  chairman  at  once. 

GEORGE  WAHIM'^N  T0WI':R,  Chairur.m. 
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'•OLD    HOMESTEAD"    COLLECTION    OF    PHOTOGRAPHS    AND 
AUTOGRAPHS. 


The  collection  of  pictures  and  autosraiths  of  the  descendants  of 
John  Towei-  (I),  kept  by  John  Ibrook  Tower  at  the  "Old  Homestead"  in 
Hingham,  id  constantly  increasing  in  size  and  interest.  It  is  intended  that 
these  be  kept  there  permanently.  The  privilege  of  placing  their  photo- 
graphs and  autographs  should  be  availed  of  at  once  by  those  who  have 
not  already  done  so. 


OBITUARY    NOTICES. 


With  sorrow  we  record  the  following  deaths  in  our  ranks  during  the 
past  year: 

Mrs.  .Melinda  Lawrance  (Brown)  Tower,  Ellsworth,  Me.,  Feb.  7,  1912. 

Mrs.  Charlotte  Myra   Bates  Tower,  Cohasset,  IMass.,   .March  10,  1912. 

Mr.  George  Edwii;  Tower,   Chelsea,   Mass.,   .May  4,  1912. 

-Mr.  Levi  Lincoln  Tower   (S),  Newtonville,  Mass.,  June  18,  1912. 

Mr.  James  Stephenson  Sturtevant   (8),  .Medford,  Mass.,  July  4.  1912. 

Mr.  Justin  Wheeler  Tower   (S),  Detroit,   Mich.,   Sept.   1,   1912. 
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OFFICERS    FOR    THE  YEAR    1912-1913. 

George  Warren  Tower  (9)  of  Boston,  Mass President 

Daniel  Nichols  Tower  (7)  of  Cohasset,  Mass Vice-President 

Francis  Leon  Tower  (8)  of  Medford,  Mass Recording  Secretary 

Walter  Lamont  Tower  (9)  of  Dalton,  Mass Corresponding  Secretary 

Jj'.mes  Wallace  Tower  (8)  of  New  York,  .\\  Y Treasurer 

MEMBERS    OF   THE    EXECUTIVE    BOARD. 
Oliver  Tower  (9)  of  Hingham  Center,  Mass. 
John   Henry  Tower   (7)   of  North   Weymouth,   Mass. 
Carl   Vernon   Tower   (8)    of   Hartford,   Conn. 
Florence  Estellc  Tower    (8)   of  Aubunulale,  .Mass. 
CO.MMITTEE    ON    MEMBERSHIP 
Walter  Lamont  Tower  of  Dalton,  Mass. 
Grace  Eliot   Winthrop  Sprague  of  Hingham  Center,  Mass. 

COMMITTEE   ON   FINANCE. 
Oliver   Tower  of   Hingham   Center,   Mass. 
John  Henry  Tower  of  Noith  Weymouth,  Mass. 
(Jeorge  Warren  Tower  of  Boston,  Mass. 

CO.MMITTEE    ON    LITERATURE   AND    RESOLUTIONS. 
Call  Vernon  Tower  of  Hartford,  Conn. 
Grace  Eliot  Winthrop  Sprague  of  Hingham,  Mass. 
James  Wallace  Tower  ot  New  York,  .\.  Y. 

CO.M.MITTEE  ON   ENGROSSING. 
Francis  Leon  Tower  of  Medford.  .Mass. 

COM.MITTEE   OxN    HEREDITY. 
Dr.   William   Lawrence  Tower,   University   of  Chicago,   Chicago,  111. 
Dr.  Carl  Veinon  Tower,  Trinity  College,  Haitford,  Conn. 
Dr.    Ralph    Winfred    Tower,    American    Museum   of    Natural    History. 
New    York,   N.   Y. 
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BY-LAWS  OF  THE  TOWER  GENEALOGICAL  SOCIETY 


ARTICLE   L 
Name — Location. 

Section  L  Xame — The  name  of  tliis  Association  is  the  Tower 
Genealogical   Society. 

Section    2,    Location — The    principal    office    of    this    Society    shall    be 
located  at  Boston,  in  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts. 
ARTICLE  II. 
Objects. 

Section  I,  Objects — The  objects  of  this  Society  shall  be  as  set  forth 
in  the  Agreement  of  Association  and  in   the  Charter  incorporaiing   tliis 
Society  under  the  laws  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts. 
ARTICLE  III. 
Members. 

Section  1,  .Members — Any  descendant  of  the  John  Tower  who  came 
from  England  in  lt!37  and  settled  in  llingham,  Mass.,  any  descendant  of 
any  of  the  ancestors  of  said  John  Tower,  and  any  husband  or  wife  of 
any  of  said  descendants  may  become  a  member  of  this  Society  by 
making  api)lication  therefor  to  the  Executive  Hoard  of  this  Society,  pay- 
ing the  membership  fee,  and  proving  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Executive 
Board  that  the  applicant  for  membership  is  a  descendant  of  the  said  John 
Tower,  or  of  some  of  his  ancestois,  or  is  the  husband  or  wife  of  a 
descendant. 

ARTICLE  IV. 
Officers  and  Their  Duties. 

Section  1,  Officers — The  Officers  of  this  Society  shall  be  a  President, 
a  Vice-President,  a  Recording  Secretary,  a  Corresponding  Secretaiy,  a 
Treasure!'  and  an  Executive  Board,  which  shall  consist  of  the  five  officers 
already  named  and  four  additional  members.  All  officers  shall  be  elected 
by  ballot  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Society,  and  shall  serve  for  one 
year  and  until  their  successors  are  elected  and  qualify. 

Any  two  offices  except  those  of  President  and  Vice-President  may 
be  tilled  by  one  and  the  same  member,  and  in  the  event  that  the  officers 
shall  consist  of  less  than  five  members,  there  shall  be  elected  as  mem- 
bers of  the  Executive  Board,  in  addition  to  the  foui-  members  of  said 
Board  heretofore  provided  for,  a  number  sufficient  to  make  the  entire 
membership  of  the  Executive  Board,  including  the  officers,  nine. 

Section  2,  President — The  President  shall  {)reside  at  all  meetings 
01  the  Society  and  of  the  Executive  Board  and  shall  be  the  chief  execu- 
tive officer  and  head  of  the  Society.  He  shall  iierform  all  such  duties  as 
are  incident  to  his  office,  or  which  may  be  requiied  of  him  by  the 
Executive  Board. 

Section  3,  Vice-President — The  Vice-President  shall  have  such 
powers  and  shall  perform  such  duties  as  may  be  assigned  to  him  by  the 
Executive  Board.  In  case  of  the  absence  or  disability  of  the  President 
the  duties  of  the  office  of  President  shall  be  iierformed  by  the  Vice- 
President. 

general    perform   all    the   duties   incident    to    his  office   or   which   may   be 
required  of  him  by  the  Executive  Board. 

Section  4.  Corresponding  Secretary — The  Corresponding  Secretary 
shall  attend  to  the  correspondence  of  the  Society,  except  the  giving  of 
notices  of  meetings.  By  virtue  of  his  office  he  shall  be  the  historian 
ol   the  Society,  and   shall  have   the  custody   and   control   of  iiajiers.  docu- 


no  FOURTH   ANNUAL  REPORT 

meuls  and  the  like,  of  historical  interest  to  the  Society,  and  shall  liave 
charge  of  the  genealogical  data.  He  shall  perform  such  other  duties 
as  may  he  assigned  to  him  by  the  Executive  Hoard. 

Section  a,  Recording  Secretary — The  Recording  Secretary  shall  be 
ex-otticio  secretary  of  the  Executive  Hoard.  He  shall  keep  records  of  all 
votes  and  the  minutes  of  all  proceedings  of  the  meetings  of  the  Society 
and  of  the  Executive  Hoard  in  a  book  to  be  kept  for  that  puri)ose.  He 
shall  attend  to  the  giving  of  proper  notice  of  all  meetings  and  shall  in 

Section  6,  Treasurei' — The  Treasurer  shall  receive  and  disburse  the 
funds  of  the  Society  under  the  direction  of  the  Executive  Hoai-d.  He 
shall  see  that  regular  books  are  kept  containing  the  accounts  of  the 
Society  and  shall  render  statements  of  its  hnancial  condition  at  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  Society,  and  whenevei-  required  by  the  Executive 
Hoard.  He  shall  i)eiform  all  duties  incident  to  his  olHce,  or  which  may 
be  required  of  him  by  the  Executive  Hoard.  The  Treasurer  shall  give  a 
bond  to  the  Society  in  such  an  amount  and  tei-ms,  and  witli  such  surety 
as  may  be  required  by  the  Executive   i3oard. 

Section  7,  Executive  Hoard — The  Executive  Hoard  shall  have  and 
exercise  full  control  and  management  of  the  affairs  and  business  of  this 
Society,  except  such  as  are  conferred  by  law  or  by  these  by-laws  upon  the 
members  or  >ipon  the  officers  of  this  Society.  The  Executive  Hoard  may 
adopt  fiom  time  to  time  such  rules  and  regulations,  not  inconsistent 
v>ith  these  by-laws  or  with  the  law,  as  the  Executive  Board  nuiy  from 
time  to  time  determine.  It  may  delegate  any  of  its  powers  and  duties 
to  any  officer  or  committee  consisting  either  of  members  of  the  ICxecu- 
tive  Hoard  or  of  members  of  the  Society,  and  it  nmy  by  I'esolution 
aijpoinl  committees  for  furthering  the  interest  of  the  Society,  and  may 
determine  by  resolution  the  powers  and  duties  of  such   committees. 

Section  S,  Vacancies — In  case  of  vacancy  occurring  in  the  office  of 
any  officer  or  member  of  the  Executive  Hoard  by  reason  of  death,  resig- 
nation, disqualification  or  otherwise,  the  remaining  members  of  the 
Executive  Hoard  by  majority  vote  by  ballot  may  elect  a  successor  who 
shall   hold  office  for  the  unexpired  term. 

ARTICLE   V. 
Meetings  of  the  Society. 

Section  1,  Annual  Meeting — The  annual  meeting  of  the  members  of 
this  Society  shall  be  held  in  the  Commonwealth  of  .Massachusetts  subject 
tu  the  call  of  the  Executive  Hoard,  the  lime  and  place  of  said  meeting  to 
he  determined  b\  said  Hoard.  Ten  nuMubeis  sh;ill  ct)ustitute  a  (pioi-um 
at   all   meetings. 

Section  2,  Special  Meetings — Special  meetings  of  the  Society  foi 
any  purpose  or  purposes  shall  be  held  in  either  Hoston,  Mass.,  or  Hing- 
ham,  .Mass.,  whenever  called  by  a  majority  vote  of  the  entire  Executive 
Board.  The  resolution  calling  a  special  meeting  shall  state  the  objects 
of  such  meetings  and  a  copy  of  such  resolution  shall  be  included  in  the 
notice  to  members. 

Section  '.',,  Notices — Notice  of  any  meeting  stating  the  time  and  i)lace 
of  said  meeting  shall  be  mailed  by  the  Recording  Secretary  at  least 
thirty  days  prioi-  to  the  meeting  to  each  member  of  the  Society  at  his 
addi'css  as  tlie  same  appears  on  the  books  of  I  he  Society. 

Section  4,  Order  of  Husiness — The  oi'der  of  business  of  meetings 
ol  the  Society  shall  be  as  follows: 

1 — Roll   Call— a  quorum    being    present. 
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2 — Reading  of   .Minutes   of   Prm-ediiiK    Meeting   and   action   thereon. 
3 — Repoits   of   Officers. 
4 — Reijorts  of  Committees. 

:, — Action  ii]jon  JteiJorls  of  Officers  and  Committees. 
6 — Unfinished    lUisiness. 
7 — lOIectioii   of  Officers. 
;S — New   business. 

Section  fi,  Adjournments — If  at  any  meeting  duly  called  a  quorum 
shall  fail  to  attend,  those  present  may  adjourn  the  meeting  from  time 
to  time  without  further  notice  until  a  (luorum  sliall  attend,  and  theie- 
upon  any  business  may  be  transacted  whicli  might  have  been  transacted 
at  tlie  meeting  as  originally  called  had  the  same  been  held. 

Section  ti.  Elections — .\t  tlie  election  of  olhcers  the  polls  sliall  Iju 
opened  and  closed  and  all  ballots  shall  be  received  and  counted  b\  two 
inspectors  of  election,  who  shall  be  appointed  by  the  iiresiding  officer  of 
the  meeting,  shall  be  sworn  faithf.iUy  to  perform  their  duties,  and  shall 
in  writing  certify  to  the  returnii.  All  otiicers  shall  be  elected  by  a 
majority  of  the  members  present  :'nd  voting.  The  Executive  Hoard  may, 
if  it  sees  tit,  appoint  a  nominatin  ;  committee  Ijefore  tlie  meeting  whose 
duty  shall  be  to  leport  to  the  n..'eting  a  list  of  candidates  nominated 
for  the  offices  of   the  Society. 

ARTICLE  VI. 
.Meetings  of  the  Executive   Hoard. 
Section    1.   .Meetings— The    Executive    Hoard   may   fix   and   declare   tlie 
time  and  place  of  holding  its  meetings. 

Section  2,  Calling  of  -Meetings — The  meetings  of  the  Executive  I'.oard 
shall  be  held  whenever  called  by  the  President  of  the  Society,  and  shall 
be  called  by  the  President  whenever  two  or  more  members  of  the  Execu- 
tive Hoard  shall  in  writing  request  that  a  meeting  be   held. 

Section  ;'.,  Xotices — Notices  of  all  meetings  of  the  Executive  Hoard 
stating  the  time  and  place  shall  be  mailed  by  the  Recording  Secretary 
at  least  ten  days  i)rior  to  the  meeting  to  each  member  of  the  Executive 
fioard  at  his  address  as  the  same  appears  on  the  books  of  the  Society. 
A  quorum  of  the  Executive  fioard  shall  consist  of  a  majority  of  the 
whole  board  for  the  time  being  in  office. 

Section  4,  .May  Act  Without  JMeeting— The  Executive  i^oard  shall 
have  power  to  act  in  the  following  manner;  A  resolution  in  writing 
signed  by  a  majoiity  of  all  the  members  in  office  shall  be  deemed  to  be 
the  action  of  such  lilxecutive  Hoard  to  the  effect  therein  expressed,  with 
the  same  force  and  effect  as  if  the  same  had  been  duly  passed  by  the 
same  vote  at  a  duly  convened  meeting  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
Recording  Secretary  to  record  such  resolution  in  the  minute  books  of  the 
Society  under  its  proper  date. 

ARTICLE   VII. 
Fiscal   Year. 
Section  1,  Fiscal  Year — The  fiscal  year  of  the  Society  shall  be  from 
January  1  to  December  31. 

ARTICLE    VIII. 

Dues   and    l<"'inances. 

Section  1,  Dues — The  nieiubei-ship  fee  wiiicii  each  member  shall  pay 

on  joining  the  Society  shall   be  one  dollar,  and   thereafter  there  shall   be 

an  annual  fee  of  one  dollar  to  be  i)aid  by  eacli   member  to  the  Treasurer 

on  the  first  day  of  .lannary  of  each  year. 
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Section  2,  Funds— The  funds  of  the  Society  shall  be  deposited  by  the 
Treasurer  in  the  name  of  the  Society  in  some  bank  or  trust  company  to 
be  designated  by  the  Executive  lioard.  The  funds  of  the  Society  shall 
be  divided  and  separated,  the  separate  accounts  designated  respectively 
as  the  Expense  Fund  and  the  Memorial  Fund. 

Section  3,  Expense  Fund— All  money  received  by  the  Treasurer  from 
membership  or  annual  dues  shall  be  placed  in  the  Expense  Fund  to  be 
used  by  the  Society  under  the  direction  of  the  Executive  Ooaid  for  the 
expenses  of  the  Society  including  tiie  holding  of  annual  reunions.  Anv 
surplus  in  the  Expense  Fund  may,  by  direction  of  the  Executive  Hoard 
be   transferred   to  the   Memorial    Fund. 

Section  4.  Memorial  Fund— The  Memorial  Fund  shall  consist  of  such 
money  as,  from  time  to  time,  may  be  transferred  to  it  from  the  Expense 
Fund  by  the  Executive  Board  and  also  any  voluntary  subscriptions  which 
may  be  received  from  members  of  the  Society.  The  Executive  Hoard 
shall  have  power  in  its  discretion  to  appropriate  money  from  this  fund 
to  the  purchase  of  monuments  or  memorials  or  historical  buildings, 
and  for  land  suitable  for  the  election  of  monuments  oi'  buildings.  It  may 
in  its  discretion  sell  lands,  buildings  and  other  prt)perty  of  tlie  Society 
and  place  the  proceeds  in  the  Memorial   Fund. 

Section  5,  Life  Members' — Any  person  eligible  to  membership  in  this 
Society  may  become  a  life  member  by  paying  to  the  Treasurer  the  sum 
of  twenty-five  ($25.00)  dollars,  and  thereafter,  as  long  as  he  or  she  shall 
live,  such  life  member  shall  be  entitled  to  all  of  the  rights  of  members, 
without  the  payment  of  annual  dues. 

ARTICLE  IX. 
Amendments. 

Section  1,  Amendments— These  by-laws  may  be  altered,  amended  or 
repealed  at  any  annual  meeting  of  the  Society  by  a  two-thirds  vote  of  the 
membership  present  and  voting,  provided  that  the  proposed  alteration, 
amendment  or  resolution  of  repeal  shall  be  presented  in  writing  to  the 
Recording  Secretary  sixty  days  previous  to  the  annual  meeting,  and  it 
shall  be  the  duly  of  the  Recording  Secretary  to  include  in  his  notice  o.--" 
the  annual  meeting  sent  to  the  members  of  the  Society,  a  cojjy  of  the 
proposed  alteration,  amendment  or  resolution  of  repeal. 


LIST    OF    MEMBERS. 


Tower,  Abraham  H.,  52  Westland  avenue,  Hoston,  Mass. 
Albert  H.,  704  Vance  avenue,  Chattanooga,  Tenn. 
Albert  E.,   li)2  Cameron  avenue,    Detroit,  Mich. 

Alexander  .M.,  cor.  Woodland  and  Webster  streets,  Fort  Wayne,  Im!. 
Alexander  ;\1.,  Jr.,  cor.  Woodland  and  Webster  sts.,  Fort  Wayne!  Ind. 
Miss  Alice  Catharine,  791  East  Fourth  street.  South  Hoston,  .Mass. 
Ambrose  J.,  20G  West  Grove  street,  Greenville,  Mich. 
Miss  Alice  M.,  Hotel  Puritan,  Commonwealth  ave.,  H-oston  Mass 
Amos  M.,  Barton,  Vt. 

Andrew,  18G  School  street,  Somerville,  Mass. 
Andrew  J.,  Mendota,  111. 
Mis.   Anna,  Orion,   Mich. 

:Mrs.   Ann   E.,   143    Lowell   street,   Somerville,    .Mass. 
Arthur  J.,  Ludington,  Mich. 
Miss    Bessie    I...,   Cohasset,    Mass. 


LIST  OF  MEMHKRS  3:'. 

Burt  A.,  Dillion,  IMoiU. 

Prof.  Carl  V.,  63  Brownell  avenue,  Hartford,  Conn. 
Hon.   Charlemagne,  228  South  Seventh  street,  Pliilailelphia,   Pa 
Charles,   105   Rowe   street,   Melrose,  Mass. 
Charles   H.,  4102   Clinton   avenue,   Cleveland,  Ohio. 
Rev.  Cliailes   M.  332  Sixth   street.  Mason   Cit.v,   Iowa. 
Charles   H.,   102   Pleasant  street,  Holyoke,   Mass. 
Charles  11.,  2nd,  Fairfield  avenue,   Holyoke,    .Mass. 
Chailes  H.,   105  Woodlawn  avenue,  Pittslield,  Mass. 
Charles  K.,  Stockton,  Cal. 

Chailes  L.,  233  Belmont  street,  Fverett,  Mass. 
Dr.  Charles  \V.,  Marshfield,  Ore. 

Charles   \\'.,   72   Sorrento   avenue,   Springfield.   Mass. 
-Miss  Charlotte  S.,  Cohasset,  Mass. 
Charlton  T.,  8'j  Sheridan  aveniie,   Medford,  :\Iass. 
Miss  Clara  E.,  t)33   Nortli   street,  Rockfoi.l,  111. 
Mrs.  Clara  M.,  3  Lincoln  street,  New  Rochelle,  N.  Y. 
Clarence  J.,  544   Fifth  street,  NMagara   Falls,  .\.   Y. 
Clinton   15.,  Leeds,  Mass. 

(Hyde  O.,  20;t  South  Clay  street,  Greenville,  .Mich. 
Cornelius  L.,  Goodison,  Mich. 
Dan  P.,  Youngstown,  N.  Y. 
Daniel  C^,  .Mendota,  111. 

Daniel   L.,   150   Steiling  place,   Mrooklxn,   X.  Y. 
Daniel  N.,  Cohasset,   Mass. 

Daniel  W.,  531   Jefferson  avenue.  Grand  Rapids,   Mich. 
David  A.,  151    West  79th  street.  New  York,  N.  Y. 
Dr.  David  B.,  538  Lincoln  avenue,  Detroit,  Mich. 
.Mrs.  Dora  B.,  Norway,   Me. 
Edna  F.,  52a  Richdale  avenue,  Winter  Hill  Sta.,  Somerville,  Mass. 

Edwin  B.  H.,  Jr.,  P.  O.  Box  1564,  Milwaukee,  Wis. 

Elisha  H.,  143  Lowell  street,  Somerville,  Mass. 

Mrs.   Eldora  R.,  Leominstei',  Mass. 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  E.,  11  Atlantic  street.  South  Boston,  Mass. 

Miss   Elizabeth  A.,  24   Follen  street,  Cambridge,  Mass. 

Mrs.  Elizabeth    B.,  63   Brownell  avenue,  Hartford,  Conn. 

Miss  Ella  A.,  43  Norton  street,  Dorchester  District,  Boston.  Mass. 

Elmer,  care  House  of  Correction,  Detroit,  Mich. 

Mrs.   Emma  L.,  210  Parkside  avenue,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Miss  Emeline  L.,  37  Third  place,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

JMiss  Emma  S.,  279  Ash  street,  Manchester,  N.  H. 

Mrs.  Estelle,  1074  Washington  street.  The  Bronx.,  New  York  City. 

Miss    Eugenie    L.,    63    Brownell    avenue,    Hartford,  Conn. 

Eugene  N.,  Cohasset,   Mass. 

Miss   Floience   E.,  49   Seminary   avenue,   Auburndale,   Mass. 

Francis   E.,   Black   River,  N.   Y. 

Rev.  Francis   K.,  D.D.,   164   Western  av,enue,  Albany,  N.   Y. 

Francis   L.,  89   Sheridan  avenue,   Medford,  Mass. 

Franklin   D.,  490   Madison  avenue.   Albany,   N.   Y. 

Fiank   I.,   760   Kirby   avenue.   West,   Detroit.   Mich, 

Frank  S.,   Leominster,    Mass. 

Frank   \V.,  63  Spring  street,   Springfield,  Mass. 

Frederick  J.    38  ,(oslyn  place,   Rochester,  N.  Y. 

Fred  L.,  30  Adam  street,  Pittstield,  Mass. 


34  FOTRTH  ANNUAL   RKI'OIIT 

Tower,  Frederic  L.,  ',',2   Prospect  street,  Woodlord's  Stution,   Portland,  .Me. 
Frederick   R.,    ITT)   Newbury   street,   Hoston,   Mass. 
George  A.,   I'Zdgewood   Railroad  No.  2,  Riciimond,   Va. 
George  A.,   liini;ham   Center,   Mass. 
George   I).,  iMendota,   111. 

George  E.,  Garfield   Building,  Cleveland,  Ohio. 
George  E.,  1241    Irving  street,  N.  W.,  Washington,  D.  C. 
.Mrs.  Georgie  E.,  .\onh  Weymouth,  Mass. 
George  M.,  13   Holland  avenue,  Bar  Haibor,  Me. 
George  N.,  37  Third  place,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 
George  N.,  Jr.,  210  Parkside  avenue,  Brooklyn,  .\.  Y. 
George  P.,  Cohasset,   Mass. 

George   P.,  R.  F.  D.  No.  21,  Youngstown,  N.  Y. 
George  R.,   Ill    Highland  avenue,   Winchester,   :\lass. 
George  R.,   Saxtons  River,    Vt. 

George  W.,  Till   East  Fourth  street.  South  Boston,  .Mass. 
George   W.,  Jr.,  3   Lincoln  street.   New   Rochelle,  .M.   Y. 
George   W.,   Kingston,   111. 

George  W..  G94  .Main  street,  St.  John,   \.  B.,  Can. 
Gilbeit  J.,  Shelburne  Falls,  Mass. 
Gilbert  S.,  Cohasset,  Mass. 

.Mrs'.  Grace  H.,  9G4  Esi)lanade,  Pelhani  Manor,  N.  Y. 
.Miss  Hannah  S.,  1135  Twenty-fittn  street,  San  Diego,  Cal. 
Harris  G.,  2046  Grape  street,  Denver,  Col. 
Harry  A.,  Depot  street,  Dalton,  .Mass. 
Harry  H.,  30r)9  Lexington  street,  Ciiicago,  111. 
Harry   L.,   78   Newton ville  avenue,   Newton,   Mass. 
Miss    Helen    M.,   ;>059    Lexington    street,   Chicago,    111. 
Henry,   .Mendota,   111. 

Henry  A.,  25  Quincy  street,  North  Adams,  Mass. 
Henry  E.,  3329  Adams  street,  Chicago,  111. 
Henry  F..  681   Grant  street,  Denver,  Col. 
Horatio  N.,  East  Pepperell,  Mass. 
Heniy  P.,  910  Broad  street,  Beloit,   Wis. 
Miss  Ida   B.,  37  High  street,  Spencer,  .Mass. 
:\lrs.  Ida,  53S  Lincoln  avenue,  Detroit,  .Mich. 
Miss   Isabelle   M.,  531    Jefferson   avenue.   Grand   Rapids,   .Mich. 
Isaac   L.,   209   South   Clay   street,   Greenville,   .Mich. 
Isabella  L.,  151   West  Seventy-ninth  street.  New  York,  N.  Y. 
James  A.,  725  Third  street.  Fort  Madison,  Iowa. 
James  E.,  3S1  4th  avenue.  New  York  City. 
Dr.  James   E.,  443  Lexington  avenue,  New  York,  N.  Y. 
James  H.,   1G4   Angell   street,   Providence,  R.  I. 
James   W.,   200   Fifth   avenue.   New    York,   N.   Y. 
.lohn   B.,  Jr.,   Homestead,   Fla. 
John  B.,  24  Ohio  street,  Bangor,  Me. 
John  F.  G.,  1226   .Market  street,   Wilmington,  Del. 
John   H.,  458   Bridge  street,  North   Weymouth,  Mass. 
John  I.,  791    East  Fourth  street,  South  Boston,  Mass. 
Julius  Laurel,   Cedar   County,   Neb.,    P.   O.   Box   149. 
Lee   S.,   Sheridan,   .Mont. 
Lendal    P.,   Sterling  Junction,   Mass. 


LIST  OF  MEMBERS  35 

Tower,  AJrs.  Lilla  M.,  Beach  street,  Coliasset,  Mass. 

Mrs.  Lillian  L.,  Ill    Highland  avenue,  Winchester,  Mass. 

Miss   Louisa  C,  Highland  avenue,  Cohasset,  Mass. 

Mrs.  Louise  C,  37  Third  place,   Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Mrs.  Mabel  P.,  Dalton,  Mass. 

Mayhew  D.,  37  Third  place,  Brooklyn,  X.  Y. 

Miss  Mary,  1074  Washington  avenue,  The   Bronx,  Xew  York  City 

Miss   Mary   A.,   Worthington,   Mass. 

Miss  Mary  P.,  Cohasset,  Mass. 

Miss  Mary  S.,  747  Chapman  street,  San  Jose,  Cal. 

Matthew   [).   E.,  .Main  street,  Becket,  Mass. 

Miss  .Meb  B.,  S.  514  Howard  street,  Spokane,  Wash. 

Miles,  Readsboro,  Vt.,  R.  P.  D.  to  Monroe,  .Mass.    Lives  in  Florida, 

Mass. 
•Mrs.    Minnie    L.,    544    F'ifth    street,    Xiaagra    Palls,  .\.  Y. 
Major  Morton,  Empire,  Ore. 
.Myron  C,    Beloit,   Wis. 

Mrs.  Xettie  A.,  Main  street,  Becket,  Mass. 
-Miss    Xellie    -M.,    S.    514    Howard    street,    Spokane,  Wash 
Xewcomb   B.,  Cohasset,  Mass. 
Prof.  Olin  P.,  care  Adelbert  College;   h^nie  address  11.500  Euclid 

avenue,  Cleveland,  Ohio. 
Oliver,   School   stieet,   Hingham  Center,   .Mass. 
Peter,  Belmont,   Me. 
Philo  A.,  Cliarlemont,  Mass. 
Porter  B.,  Youngstown,  N.  Y. 

Ralph  S.,  1024  Massachusetts  avenue,  X.  E.,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Ralph   W.,  77th   street  and   Central   Park,   West,  .\e\v   York,   X.   Y. 
Ray   J.,  Greenville,   Mich. 

Mrs.  Rhoba,  1142  Alvarada  street,  Los  Angeles,   Cal. 
Mrs.  Rosette  M.,  S9  Sheridan  avenue,  .Medtord,  Mass. 
Russell  B.,  Beach  street,  Cohasset,  Mass. 
Miss  Ruth  N.,  158  Pleasant  street.  South   Weymouth,  Mass. 
Capt.  Samuel  S.,  Onaway,  Mich. 

Mrs.  Sarah  H.,  791  E.  4th  street,  So.  Boston  Station,  Biston,  .Mass. 
.Miss   Sarah    L..   5151    Washington    Boulevard,   St.   Louis,   Mo. 
Mrs.  Sophronia  L.,  Cohasset,  .Mass. 
Stanley  B.,  37  Third  place,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 
Miss   Theda    M.,    S.    514    Howard    .street,    Si)okane,  Wash. 
Thomas   E.,   472   Brainard   street,   Detroit,   .Mich. 
Walter  C,  Evart,  Mich. 
Walter  L.,  Dalton,  Mass. 

Walter  M.,  37  Laurel  street,  Northampton,   .Mass. 
Wesson   S.,   61   Mill   stieet,   .Montvale,   East    Woburn.   .Mass. 
Willard  H.,  Felix,  Cal. 

Wilbur  P.,  301   North  Eighth  street,  Vineland,  N.  J. 
Willis   E.,   344    North   Normal    Parkway,   Chicago,   111. 
William  A.,  28  Sterling  street,   Boston,   .Mass.    (Ro.xburv  district.) 
William  A.,   Barton,  Vt. 

Rev.  William  B.,  1074  Washington  av..  The  Bronx,   Xew  York  City. 
William   B.,  Jr.,   1074   Washington  av..  The   Bronx,   Xew  York  City. 
William   C,   81    Burch   street,   North   Abington,   .Mass. 
William  G.,  46  Schuyler  avenue,  .Middletown,  Conn. 


■M  l'X)l^RTH   AXXUAI.  Rl':PORT 

Tower,   William   H.,  Oxtord,  Xeb. 

Armstrong,  Mrs.  Emma  E.,  Hubbell,  Mich. 

Articary,  Mrs.  Fannie  G.,   13  Joy  street,  tfomerville,  .Mass. 

Allen,  Miss  Helen  1.,  31   Kenwood  stieet,  Boston,  Mass. 

Eadser,  Mrs.  JNIary  A.,  Pleasant  street.  Canton,  Mass. 
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Bradford,  Mrs.  Vietta  E.,  69  Chase  avenue.  North  Adams,  :\Iass. 
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Clark,  .Mrs.  .Marcia  J.,   Peteisham,  Mass. 
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Congdon,  Willis  A.,  9  Chestnut  street,  Newburyport,  Mass. 

dishing,   :Mrs.   Georgiana,   Woodstock,   Vt. 

Dady,  Ralph  E.,  929  Bienville  avenue,  .Xew  Orleans,  La. 
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Elwell,  Mrs.  .Mary,  Spruce  Head,  Me. 
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King,  Mrs.   P.ethia  L.,  20  Argyle  street,  Glenn  Ridge.  N.  J. 

King,   Mrs.   iOlla    M..   1U2(i   Pleasant   street,   Waverley,   .Mass. 

King,  Miss  Marguei'ite  S.,   i02(i   IMeUsant   stn-el,  Waxerley,   .Mass. 

Larkin.  George  N.,  1022  Avenue  C ,  Flint,  Mich. 

LePard,  P^'rank  H.,  S78  Asylum  avenue,  Hartford,  Conn. 
Leonard,  Alonzo,  12  Brookside  avenue,  Campello,  .Mass. 
Leonard,  Mis.   Flora  E.,   12   Brookside  avenue,  Cami)ello,  Mass. 
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ANNIJAU  MIOKTINO 


FIFTH    ANNUAL    MEETING    OF    THE    SOCIETY. 


As  thei-e  is  to  be  no  reunion  in  Iftl!,  it  has  seemed  best  to  bold  the 
annual  ineetini;  in  Hostun  and  make  it  mure  of  an  occasion  tluin  usual. 
Accordingly,  the  Mxecutive  Hoard  has  decided  that  the  meeting  be  held 
the  evening  of  Saturday.  February  ],  19i;j,  to  be  preceded  by  a  banfjuet, 
music  and  speaking.  The  hour  and  i)lace  will  be  announced  by  the 
Secretary  on  or  before  January  1,  litl.!.  The  committee  appointed  to 
take  charge  of  this  meeting  are: 

(;i:ORCl<]  WARUION  TOWlOli,  Chairman, 

JOHN  IIIOXRV  TOWKR,  Secretary  and  Treasurer, 

ANDREW  TOWKR, 

DANIEL  NICHOLS  TOWER, 

OLIVER  TOWER, 

WILLIA.M   COHH  TOWER. 

All  communications  should  be  addressed  to  Mr.  John  Henry  Tower, 
4'tS  Hridge  street,  North  Weymouth,  Mass. 


PAYMENT    OF    DUES. 


Members  of  the  Society  are  reminded  that  prompt  payment  of  the 
annual  fee  for  membership  in  the  T.  C.  S.  is  urgently  reijuested.  The 
settling  of  all  arreais  will  aid  in  managing  the  finances  of  the  Society, 
which  cannot  be  carried  on  without  money.  Please  send  the  amount  due 
to  James  Wallace  Tower,  Treasurer,  lioom  1303,  Fifth  Avenue  Building, 
2U0  Fifth  Avenue,  New  York  City. 
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FOURTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


FIFTH  REUNION  OF 
GENEALOGICAL 


THE  TOWER 
SOCIETY 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Executive  Board  held  at  the  "Old  Home- 
stead/'  Hingham,  Mass.,  Sept.  28,  1912,  it  was  voted  to  hold  the 
next  reunion  in  Hingham,  Mass.,  on  the  second  and  third  days 
of  July,  1914;  and  that  a  committee  of  nine  ladies,  members  of 
the  Society,  be  appointed  by  the  President  to  take  charge  of  all 
arrangements  for  this  reunion.  This  event  will  be  the  culmina- 
tion of  the  enthusiasm  aroused  at  the  tercentenary  five  years 
before,  for  at  that  time  will  be  dedicated  the  monument  to  the 
memory  of  John  and  Margaret  (Ibrook)  Tower.  It  will  also 
be  the  three  hundred  and  fifth  anniversary  of  the  birth  of  John 
Tower  and  will  mark  the  two  hundred  and  fiftieth  year  from  the 
establishment  of  the  "Old  Homestead."  It  is  hoped  that  there 
will  be  an  attendance  of  not  less  than  five  hundred. 

The  Committee  for  the  Fifth  Reunion. 

Sarah   Heald  Tower,  of  Boston,   Mass.,   Chairman. 
Bessie  Lord  Tower,  of  Cohasset,  Mass. 
Mabel  Leonard  Tower,  of  Dalton,  Mass. 
Georgie  Etta  Batcheldor  Tower,  of  Weymouth,  Mass. 
Ann  Jane  Tower,  of  Hingham,  Mass. 
Charlotte   Sophronia  Tower,  of  Cohasset,   Mass. 
Elizabeth  Abbott  Tower,  of  Cambridge,  Mass. 
Marguerite  Stone  King,  of  Boston,  Mass. 
Grace  Eliot  Winthrop  Sprague,  of  Hingham,  Mass. 


Mrs. 
Miss 
Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Miss 
Miss 
Miss 
Miss 
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•'Ihiiiur    till/    Uillur   ami    llni    iiialhrr:    lliiil    tin/   ihnis    innii    hr    In,,,/    ,ij„i,i 
the  land  whirli   th,-  Lord  thy  (Jod  fjivlh  thcc." 

By  MR.  GEORGE  ARMS  TOWER 
Richmond,  Virginia 

I'rcsi'lciit   Towcr-l'inford   i£lcctric   and   Manufacturing    Conipany 
of   Richmond. 


INTRODl'C-roin' 


Q 


(•oniiiiiiigllng  slowly  with  heroic  earth, 

Broke  liy  the  sliare  of  every  rustle  i)lough: 

So  ]i?rish   nionuinents  of  mortal  birth, 

So   jifrlrih   all   in   turn,   save   well-recorded    worth. 

ChlUle  Harold's  Plli^riinaKc— Byron. 

IllDl-:  Is  nol  usually  accountpd  a  virtue,  but  pildc  of  family  is  a  whole- 
some pride  wlicn  founded  on  a  high  r('L\ard  for  the  sterling  qualities  of  a 
worthy  ancestor.  .Such  pride  is  far  removed  from  that  poor  counterfeit 
that  ]dumis  Its.lf  on  thi-  achievements  of  others  and  fattens  on  the  gratl- 
tu'atioii  of  a  shallow  vanity. 


forUnnite  in  i 
and  chai'aitci- 
records  iiecesst 
ants  would  lov 


a    iiave 

>l-  Ilicii-  tnrhrars,  and  we  Thwct.s  mit  pan  i.-ularly 
UNCI-'  possessed  sMch  csi  i ma 'dc  (pialitic-  oi  mind 
idmiration  and  iiiciio  ciiiulalion.  Mca-re  as  the 
hiding  in  thos(>  Intimate  details  v.hlch  we  descend- 
I  iiiecing  togetlu^r  the  fragments,  we  can  confidently 
assume  thai  .lohn  Tower  nuMsuied  u|i  full.\-  to 
his   lime   and   opponuuities. 

That  he  was  a  brave  and  resolute  man  none 
•  an  doubt;  It  required  coin-age  and  a  stoul  heart 
lo  leave  an  estaldished  home  In  the  "wide  level 
Inmls"  of  Norfolk,  Knglatid,  and  venture  to  an 
unti'ied  land,  on  the  edge  of  a  wilderness,  peo- 
pled  with  savages. 

Thai  John  Tower  took  this  momentous  step 
fer  the  sake  of  liis  convictions  evidences  that 
hi'  was  a  thinking  man  and  a  man  In  whom  was 
idauted   a   deep   love  of  personal   lil)erty. 

Thai  his  associates  in  his  new  home  be- 
•^'"\\id  "u  him  certain  i)osltions  of  trust  and 
honor  besjx-aks  him  a  man  of  i)arts  and  a  leader 
even  among  those  sturdy  jiioneers,  and  In  that 
small  community  wheredn  "each  man  knew  his 
neiglibcr  as  himself." 

Tliat  he  was  a  religious  man  Is  assured  by 
lOiigland  was  due  primarily,  if  not  directly,  to  a 
|)le   of   r-'ligious    freedom,   and   that    he   promptly 


•h   in  his  new  home,  uor  i)erniitted  the  .'^trenu- 
harsli    surroundings   to   Interfere    with   his   ro- 


the  fact  liial  liis  exodus  fr( 
stout  acUierence  lo  ilie  pri 
jileiililied  himseir  with  ilie 
oils  life  jmi»ised  on  him  h 
ligious  dfVUts. 

So  liie  man  wiiom  we  iionor  iiy  our  annual  pilgrimage  to  tiie  home  he 
estaliiished  under  sucli  trying  circumstances,  and  at  the  cost  of  much  toll  and 
hardship,  is  a  worthy  ancc-stor  indeed,  and  if  we  takt'  to  heart  the  lesson  taught 
)iy  his  simple  and  earnesi  life  and  rec<ignl/.e  the  fact  that  such  ancestry  carries 
with  it  an  ol.li.uaiion  n^al  and  insisiem,  we  sliall  lie  amply  Jiisiiiied  in  nur 
pride   ill   the   faniii.N    name  of  'I'ower  and   in    Ilie   tirsi    American   of  that    name. 
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Our  birtli  is  our  rrspoiisibility  vvvn  mow  than  our  privilcK"'  and  \vc  sliould 
ever  strive  to  attain  to  the  ideals  set  before  us  anci  in  our  lives  perpetuate  hla 
virtues  so  that  in  the  chronicles  of  time  honors  may  accrue  to  the  name,  and 
our  examiile  provi  a  source  of  Inspiration  and  material  heliifulness  to  each 
succeeding  generation. 

The  stern  realities  of  life  kt'ep  most  of  >is  too  earn-stly  ap|ilifd  to  allow 
much  time  for  sentiment,  but  pride  of  family  is  a  s^  lUlmciit  tiiat  it  Is  well  worth 
our  while  to  cultivate;  without  it,  i)atriolism  would  laiiK'iisli,  and  without  it. 
the  home  itself  be  imperiled.  This  i)rid('  of  family  is  implanted  in  the  hearts  of 
men  for  a  good  purpose,  we  nuiy  he  sure;  it  is  a  jiowerful  stimulus  to  the  mental 
and  moral  develojunent  and  a  jiolent.  factor  in  the  advancement  of  the  individual 
and  throuL:li  tlie  individual,  the  UHtioii.  .\s  sue  h,  ii  shouUl  be  nurtured  and  as 
Bucii  It   will  do  much  to  make  the  descendants  i>\'  John  Tower  good  and   valuable 

Cltl/.<T1S. 

History  is  ever  In  tiie  making' and  as  we  are  "reaping  of  an  earlier  sowing" 
60  will  future  generations  look  to  us  for  the  harvest:  hence  our  obligation  as 
preservers  of  the  best  that  has  gone  before  and  our  dut\  to  take  tlie  Initiative 
In  all  uplifting  movements;  to  be  In  truth  "stejiiiiiig  stoiu's  to  higher  tilings." 

The  Tower  Oimealogical  Society  is  foumbMt  on  l''amiiy  I'rlde  of  the  iiroper 
sort  and  is  dedicated  to  the  task  of  gathering  togethc  r  the  scat u  red  ends  of  the 
family  history  and  weaving  them  Into  an  harmonious  whole.  'Otlier  family  asso- 
ciations, prompted  by  that  "humane  Instinct,  tliat  clings  to  its  ancestry"  are 
bent  upon  the  same  business  that  engages  us  and  as  the  first  l':nglish  sr-ttlers 
Intermarried,  blending  and  affiliating  the  various  family  groups,  all  of  these 
associations  have  a  mutual  Interest  in  the  work  of  perfectitig  the  records,  and 
Ijreserving  the  Ideiiiity  of  the  old  lOiigllsh  families  founded  by  the  early  settlers 
of  this  country. 

l-'ralernity.  family  lo\e  and  patriotism  unite  in  pledging  us  to  the  reali/a- 
tlon  of  this  common  objective  and  nowhere  In  our  activities  siiouhl  W(!  lend  the 
lm|)resslon  that  we  jjurpose  to  establish  a  narrow,  sellish  clan  but  on  the  con- 
trary are  sim|)ly  employing  the  agency  of  a  family  association  to  liuild,  liy 
friendly  and  intelligent  co-operation,  ui)on  a  foundation  laid  by  a  worthy  man 
and  to  provide  an  authentic  narrative  of  family  life  to  which  posterliy  may  turn 
for  information,  precept,  and  example. 

We  descendants  owe  .lohn  Tower  a  debt  of  gratitude  and  it  is  good  that 
we  recognize  this  debt  and  llirough  ihe  inslrumeiitalil >•  of  our  Societ\  have  in 
I)art  re(|Uital  erected  a  monununt  to  mark  tlie  spot  of  his  Ijuiial;  it  means 
nothing  to  him  but  it  means  much  to  us  that  we  can  i)r()perly  aiipi'ciate  liis 
worth  and  are  proud  to  claim  descent  from  one  who  i)Ossessed  to  a  marked 
degree  those  traits  of  character  and  (pialities  of  niiiul  that  are  ieiH)gni/.ed  cliar- 
aci(M'islics  of  American  manliood. 

The  Tower  Cenealogical  Society  has  other  aims,  not  least  among  which  is 
the  knitting  together  the  bonds  of  kinsliip,  and  uniting  a.  peo|)le  who,  tliough 
scattered  througliout  t.hls  broad  land  of  ours,  aie  yet  of  common  di>scent,  with 
common  interest  in  all  that  pertains  to  that  ancestor  to  whose  sturdy  independ- 
ence they  owe  the  blessings  of  liberty  .and  are  secured  In  the  enjoyment  of  peace- 
ful [uirsults. 

The  greatest  fadi.r  in  fostering  this  laudable  iirido  of  family  Is  the  family 
reunion,  where  unexpected  ties  of  relat ionsiiiii  are  discovered  which  lead  to  de- 
ligiitful  and  lasting  friendsliiiJS,  and  where  family  loyalty  blossoms  full  blown 
In  the  warmlh  of  siudal  intercourse,  and  where  enthusiasm  springs  sjiontane- 
ously   from  hearts  attuned  to  ties  of  blood. 

F<:ach  succeeding  reunion  is  an  added  inspiration  and  provides  a  greater 
incentive  to  honor  tlie  meiiiory  of  our  ancestral  kindred,  and  the  reports  of  the 
family  reunions  held  in  I'.M:;  and  r.M  1  ineseiited  in  ihe  following  pages  are  sIk- 
nificant  In  the  indication  of  the  growing  iiiier,  >i  (,f  ijie  Tow.r  family  in  its  his- 
tory and  traditions  and  that  cherished  at  the  fireside  of  every  loyal  Tower  l8 
the  memory  of  a  worthy  ancestor  and  his  legacy  of  a  luime  and  citizenship  in 
this   free  aiid  enlightened   country. 


77/. /r    ;,s   not   a   truth    hii    insiUnii    tdin/lil, 

TIti-r,-    IS    „<it    a    fcrliini    innrr   puri'   mid    Iniili 

'I'lnrc  is  not  (I  ijnniil  iiisiinnif/  thdinilil 

Tliiit    11,(111   iml    l,r   ,1(1,1    ill    II    nnittni's   ii/i-r 


By  MRS.  CLARA  BURCHARD  TOWER 
of  New  Rochelle,  New  York 

'I'lic  iiiUTcst  and  work  for  a  C.cncolo^iical  Sociriy  is  ilual.  It  is  based  upon 
till'  tlicory  of  hoiioriiiK  our  aiici-stors,  whilo  in  reality  ils  most  direct  benefits 
accrue  to  our  descendants.  As  children  we  acce])l  the  comforts  of  existence 
unthinkingly,  'i'he  numerous  sacrifices  our  paifnls  make  for  our  education 
and  our  jihysical  welfare,  just  as  their  partMiIs  made  for  llu-ni.  are  taken  for 
granled.  almost  as  our  dui'.  .\s  we  grow  iddei-  we  realize,  as  never  before,  the 
sacrihces  ainountiim  to  abnej^ation,  the  self-denial  and  affection  that  h.ave  been 
shown   by   those   who   have   gone. 

Tlu*  inlluence  of  an  ancestry  \shose  stamiard  of  living  has  been  the  lieipht 
of  intesriiy  cannot  but  be  a  restraining  inlluence  upon  our  children  if  as 
they  Krow  up  they  are  made  familiar  with  the  history  of  the  family  from  which 
tlu-y  have  sin-uuK.  W'heii  the  fear  of  jjersonal  disgrace  miK'it  riot  deter  them 
in  sole  temi)tation,  llie  knowledf^e  that  a  larKe,  united  family  must  share  in 
such  disgrace  cannot  but  in  itself  act  as  an  incentive  \o  stren^'th  and  riKht 
living.  It  has  been  said  that  in  order  to  biin.t;  u])  a  "gentleman"  (me  mu.st 
go  back  three  Kcnerations.  If  that  be  true  ii  must  take  thi-ee  times  three 
generations    to    bring   fortli    a   "man." 

Our  conscience,  too,  awakens  as  with  the  passing  of  the  years,  we  realize 
often  when  it  is  too  late,  the  sacrifices  we  accepted  so  carelessly  in  our  youth 
and  we  are  filled  with  the  keenest  regrets  for  our  own  lack  of  appreciation. 
Our  instinct  as  parents  is  to  save  our  children  from  the  mistakes  we  have 
made.  We  know  that  they,  loo,  will  be  filled  with  lasting  sorrow  unless  we 
can  teach  them  a  more  jierfect  understanding  of  family  and  family  ties.  So, 
in  honoring  our  ancestors  we  awaken  in  our  children  filial  devotion  which 
they,  when  w(^  have  passed  on  to  the  Great  I'.eyond,  will  in  turn  teach  their 
offspiing  as  Iheir  dearest  possession.  The  sturdy  blood  of  those  whoso  courago 
let  them  face  the  terrors  and  perils  of  an  unknown  sea  is  the  most  precious 
heritage  that  we  can  pass  on.  Th(>  consciousness  of  a  large  family  standing 
shouldei-  to  shoulder  for  the  principles  of  truth,  honor  and  filial  iiiety  is  ihe 
superstructure  built  upon  the  rock  foundation.  The  outward  sign  is  the 
Memorial.  Its  lines  of  dignified  simplicity,  its  base  firmly  resting  on  the 
earlli,  its  iiead  reaching  U])  towards  the  clouds,  are  symlxilic  ot  the  family, 
which,  witii  its  feel  firmly  planted  on  the  eaitli,  advocating  a  life  along  the 
lines  of  honest   living,   strives  upward   toward   the  ideal. 

lOvery  human  being  represents  an  unbroken  line  from  the  very  beginning 
of  civilization.  Let  that  chain  in  our  family  be  wedded  with  the  spirit  of 
family  devotion  and  filial  piety  and  it  will  encircle  the  world  with  n  spiritual 
force  that  will  defy  evil  and  build  for  all  eternity. 


.XO'l'l-:— -Vow  is  the  time  to  have  your  T.  (I.  S.  reports  bound  into  book- 
form,  designated  as  Volume  1.  This  should  ijiclude  the  1st,  L'nd,  ;:rd,  4th,  r)th 
and  (Uh  Annual  Reports.  Tliesc  |iul)li(  ations  ilius  arranged  would  make  goml 
material  for  youi'  libraiy  and  serve  as  a  iiaiidy  refei-enc(>  at  all  times  concern- 
ing matters  oi  interest   pertaining  to  Ihe  Tower  Cenealogical  Socieiv. 


tot   loni,  I   III 


QUARTER-MILLENNIAL  CELEBRATION 
AND  MEMORIAL  DEDICATION, 

at  the  Old  Homestead,  Hingham,  Massachusetts,  July  2  and  3,   1914. 

Report  by  Mrs.  Sarah  (Heald)  Tower 

Mistress  of  the  Homestead 


X 


T  is  my  privilr.^c  to  bt^  nii.strcss  of  the  Old  1  loiiicstcad  in  this  twentieth 
century,  just  as  .MarKiirot  (Ibrook)  Tdwci-  was  in  the  sfventecnth.  I 
am  sure  slic  would  liave  been  iiroud  if  she  could  have,  attended  the 
last  reunion.  It  was  a  gathering  not  soon  to  bt-  forgotten.  The  C'om- 
mittt-e  had  tried  to  tliink  of  all  the  good  things  that  would  mak«-  this 
celebration  and  memorial  dedication  a  pleasant  and  interesting  event.  We 
had  very  unpromising  wi^ather  for  a  few  days  just  prior  to  and  on  the  first 
day  of  the  reunion,  an.d  Aven-  m-cessarily  very  anxious  over  tlu-  oulenme,  but 
our  couragf  was  good. 

Ill'    night    of   July    lirst    and    found    it    raining     did    It 

ss    I    was   disapiioinifd.      W'licn    morning   came   many 

fticnds    leh'iilioncd    ('.\i)rt'Ssious    of    symiiathy, 

saying  tiiat   they  witc  sorry,  and  asking  "How 

can    >(>u    liasi'   a    i-eunion    in    such    weal  licr'.'" 

I  am  glad  to  say,  liowcvci',  lliat  it  proved 
a  gre.it  succc.^s;  we  ni'Sfr  had  a  hetler  re- 
union. 

l]vei-y  one  who  attended  had  a  good  time. 
Uefreshmeiits  were  serviMl  on  the  grounds  by 
a  competent  caterer,  so  none  needed  to  leave 
the  i)lace.  This  gave  all  a  chance  to  become 
.ii(;uainti'(l.  I  notiii'i!  several  lai'ge  urdups  wlu) 
w(  re  having  lumii   tn^einei    in  real   iiienic  style. 

il  was  nic<l\'  sitiniied,  di)-  and  neat  inside,  with 
ruiiin  to  aeeimimodate  se\eral  hnndi-ed  people. 
TImse  who  e;iine  early  found  il  a  \er.v  nice 
slndler  from   the  had    weather. 

A  i>latforni  was  built  in  the  back  of  the 
lent  for  the  Tem])o  Club  orchestra,  which 
always  remlers  ehoiee  sidections  of  music  at  (uir 
I'eiinions.  and  who-e  niemhcrs  are  e\'er  ;ca(iy  10  a.-sist  in  mir  festivities  in  cNcry 
way  po.ssih!.'.  .Miss  Haze!  fhaser  Clark,  one  of  1  he  nu'inhcrs,  ;i  niece  of  .\1 1-.  .lohn 
Henry  Tower,  wIkj  was  horn  at  the  Old  Homestead,  is  slnd.\ing  Hie  \iolin  faith- 
fully, and  we  predi(  1  that  a  hrigiit  future  is  in  stoiv  for  her  DnriUL;  the  eve- 
ninijs  eiecirie  lights  illuminated  part  of  tlie  -I'onnds,  ;ind  the  lent  inside  was 
vei-y  attractive.  When  tlie  hnrdy-gitrdy  man  came  in  Hie  e\ening  of  the  second 
day  our  neighhois  said  tliat  what  was  ncedi  d  now  was  a  merry-i;<)-r(nind !  It  v\as 
fine  to  see  the  merriment  of  all  present.  .Miss  l-ni/abelh  .Vbhott  Towi-r  of 
Cambridge,  was  on  hand  with  souvenirs,  but  owing  to  the  weather  these 
were  not   disjjosed  of  advantageously. 

During  the  morning  of  the  first  day  m.iny  were  assembled  in  the  house 
when  the  telei)lione  rang;  it  brougiit  a  message  of  good  cheer  fi'om  Hon. 
Charlemagne  Towei-  of  Philadelphia,  saying  that  he  was  telegraphing  a  con- 
tribution toward  the  cost  of  the  memorial.  This  cheerful  news  caused  a 
ripple  of  band-clapping  and  many  words  of  appreciation  of  our  famous  kins- 
man's liberality. 

The  first  ladies  to  arrive  were  .Mrs.  Klecla  .Marie  Underwood  of  Hatavia, 
Nev.-  Vork,  and  .Mrs.  I-'lorence  .Augusta  Totterdale  of  Stafford,  New  Voik.  They 
made  us  all  very  happy.     Our  good  "brother"  Daniid   Webster  Tower  of  (iranil 
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Rapids,  .Michigan,  was  tlie  lirst  man  to  arriv(\  We  liad  anticipatifd  Uuil  his 
sislt'i-  would  accompany  him,  hut  owin^  to  illness  she  c(juld  not.  lU-  plann<-d 
hefore  leaving  liis  home  to  make  a  trip  to  Labiador.  lie  was  one  of  the  guests 
at  the  Homeste;ul;  after  the  reunion  iie  set  out  upon  his  journey.  He  missed 
the  sle;inier  on  whith  lie  had  e.vpected  lo  sail  fi-oiii  Sidney,  Cain-  Hn'ton,  and  it 
was  wi'll  ihat  he  did,  as  sl.e  was  wrecked  on  the  voyage,  j.ater  he  s>!,-,-,.eded  in 
sailiiiL'  on  audihei-  steamer  of  ihe  line,  hut  tliis  iinturliinately  L;(it  .-tuck  in  the- 
iee  and  was  detained  several  da\s  s(j  thai  he  was  tli'-ee  weeks  later  in  hi.-  ar- 
rival home  than  In-  luid  planned. 

Our  corresijondence  before  tlu-  reunion  was  e.xcept  ionally  hirge.  Une  letter 
that  cante  told  us  of  the  i)lan  of  .Mr.  I'^raiik  .\lcl  )onoiigli  of  Iti'iiver,  Colorado, 
to  attend  the  reunion,  making  the  whole  journey  by  automoldle;  this  plan 
was  carried  out  and  he  and  his  wife,  slaughter  ;ind  two  stalwart  sons  came. 
Our  Corresponding  Secretary  also  came  from  his  home  in  Dalton  in  the  same 
manner,  bringing  (piite  a  party  of  Towers.  They  had  a  tine  time  and  enj(jyed 
tile  journey  greatlv. 

■riude"  l.uke  Tower,  as  we  all  call  him,  of  Youngslown,  -Xiagara  County, 
.\ew  \r.v\i,  was  on  I'.aiid  as  lie  has  been  at  I'very  reunion  except  the  tirsl.  He 
is  o\cr  "iglit  \  >  cars  ol  ai;e,  a  great  wmker:  Mid  f'-els  safe  in  (UTering  a  thousand 
ihdiars  f(M-  e\(  ry  weed  that  can  he  foinid  on  his  ei'4lit\'  acre  farm.--he,aiise  no 
weeds  ai(>  liieie  allowed   Lo  .^row.     lie  i-ame   with  a   lar.m-  parts    oi'   friends   frnni 


^^  -. 


..^JA^-'  „ff.,.^„>...v,... 


Ol.O  HOMI  S  I  K.\t) 


tliiit  town.  One  (pf  I  In-  pari\-  was  his  nephew,  1 
fruit  grower,  who  has  thousands  ol  liiiii  tr-'es 
thousands  of  JKiriels  of  choice  frtiit  of  variou 
liis  daugltter,  fdj/.abeth  .M.  The  Vunn-st 
stead,  and  after  tlu  reunion  we  enjoyei 
mobile  ti-ips  about  the  vicinity,  showing  them 
liasset.  and  the  ncdghborhood. 

Our  hearts  swelled  with  piirie  when,  on  tl 
William  I'.rannm  Tower  arrived  from  .New  Vor 
them  and  asked  their  presence  at  the  reiinio 
the  dedic:ition  address.  We  fe.d  that  our  elfori 
and    believe    that    all    who    heard    him    fully    aiii 


ler   lialdwin  Tower,  a    famous 
^  and   supplies   the   markets    with 
IS   kinds.      He    brotight    with    him 
part\    were  guests  at    the   llome- 
|)rivileL;e    of    givin;.:    them    aiito- 
1    liie    beauties    of    liingliam,    Co- 
second    day,    Ri'V.    and    .Mrs. 
Cit\'.      I    had    previously    met 
and    invited    him    to    deliver 
were   ci'ow  ned    \v  ith    suecess. 
eeiated    his    aildress    and    its 


kindly  words  of  encouragement.  Several  friends  came  with  them,  among  whom 
was  .Miss  .Marjorie  L.  Williams  of  Siiokaiie,  Washington,  who  certainlx  enjoyed 
the  visit  after  her  long  journey.  We  all  feel  v(>ry  grateful  to  Ur.  Francis 
Kniory  Tower  for  his  able  solicitation  of  memorial   funds  during  the  meeting. 


.N  FIKTH     AX  I)     SlX'l'H     AXXI'Al,     1(  l';i'(  )I{'IS 

Mr.  and  .Mrs.  GoorRe  Daniel  Tower  and  .Mr.  and  .Mrs.  H.-nry  Tower  of  .Mcndota. 
Illinois,  delighted  us  by  their  coiniiiK  and  by  th.ir  warm,  ^^cnia!  manners, 
wiiich  helped  to  m:ik,.  all  IVel  at  home.  This  s,-iiiis  lo  l,c  the  uood,  \VcsIit:i 
spirit.  It  was  a  ^reat  pleasure  to  hau'  .Mi-.  and  .Mis.  .lohn  .1.  \'an  Lcnv.-n 
of  Chicago,  with  us.  .Mr.  Ceorge  Edward  Tower  ot  Cleveland,  Ohi(j,  was  alsc^ 
a  guest  at  tlie  Homestead  and  was  a  great  iavorite  with  the  younger  [leople. 
We  ail  had  such  a  liai)py  time,  all  too  shoit.  .\mong  the  veterans  in  atleinlanee 
was  .Mr.  .Miles  Tower  of  Xorthern  Hei'kshire  Comity  in  this  state.  He  is  one 
of  the  sixteen  children  of  .Mai'lin  Tower',  a  pioneer  farmer  Ihei-e;  lifieeii  of  ih" 
children  li\ed  lo  malnrity.  and  two  of  them  reached  the  aue  id'  over  eii:lny. 
Miles,  the  last  survi\()r,  is  only  se\cnl\  now  ;  ma\  h.-  hav.'  health  and  sti-ength 
for  another  score  of  xears!  The  weather  was  line  Die  s.-cond  day  and  we 
had  our  group  |>ic-ture  taken  in  the  afternoon.  Chai-|es  Wesley  Tower  ot 
Sin-inglUdd,  hired  an  aiitoiiiohile  at  the  Cnsliin.ii  llnii>.'  and  lo.dxall  ii  lenld 
carry  lo  Hoston.      All  .r^i\'>'i\   that   they  had   a  glorious  time. 

The  Heunu.n  Committee.  ahl.\  assisted  liy  the  lion,  .lohn  I).  Long  of  lling- 
liam,  w(dconied  all  who  came.  We  shonl'd  like  lo  iia\e  sitace  lo  speak 
jiarticnlarly  of  e\.-ry  one;    n(.ne  failed   to  add   to  the  (hdiuht    of  the  occasion. 

ll  was  a  disai)p(Mntment  to  the  company  thai  .Mi-,  f'rancis  Leon  Tower, 
our  Kecording  Secre-ary,  could  not  he  lueseiii  either  day.  The  Insurance 
>-omi.an.\.  foi-  which  !ii.^  inar\eIloiis  iieiimansliip  is  an  esseiiiial.  had  smh  a 
pressure    oi     hii-ine-s    thai     it    could    nol     spare    him    an    hour  Ihil     .Saturdav 

night,  after  all  had  retired  at  the  Old  Homestead,  there  caim>  a  knocking  at 
doors  and  windows.  He  had  come  to  gel  at  leasi  the  e(dioes  of  the  reunion. 
He  was  taken  in  lK)s[.itahl\  hy  I'orler,  and  the  pair,  who  liatl  never  imt  hefore, 
talked  nearly  all  nighl  and  were  old  actiuaini  aiices  when  .Sundav  morning 
came. 

We  hoi.e  thai  we  shall  always  have  a  large  represental  ion  from  north, 
south,  east  and  west  at  these  reunions,  and  ihat  w.-  may  succeed  in  making 
each    reunion    h.dlei-   than    the    last.      I   congratulate    von   all. 


RECORDING  SECRETARY'S   GENERAL   REPORT 

Medfm-d,    .Mass.,    October    :;,     1;U1. 

-1//'.    rr,si,h  lit   and    Frllutr    Mrii,b,rs   of   llir   I'Lir.uhr,-   lUxinl: 

In  compliance  with  requcsi  hy  the  lOxeciitivc  Hoard  for  a  report  gi\in-: 
pro(  eediuL'.s  of  this  Society  since  the  issue  of  Hie  l'\jurlh  Annual  Kepuri  in 
the  year  L'll^,  1  lier<.h.\-  make  the  follewim;  summaiw  wliidi  covers  from  .lul> 
l.'<nh,    mil',    to   the    present    date. 

.\XXIAL    .MKKTIXC.S   OI'"   Till';   SOCIIOTV 

July   I'n,    IDIL',   Old    Homestead.   South    Hingham,    Mass.-    adjourned    sine    die. 

|.-<.-     I'.enlh     .\nnii.H     l;,.|M,rl.     t'.'llM 

February    1,    I  Hi:;,    HoKd    Hrunswick,   Moylston    Street,    Hoston,   .Mass.;    adjourned 

sine  di»'. 
July   L'.    I'.Ml,  Old    lloim-stead.   South    Hingham.   .Mass.;    adjotirned   sine  die. 

.mi-:I':tixc;s  oi-'  thk  ioxi^cctivk  hoakd 

July    I'd,    \\i\2.    Old    Homestead,    South    Hingham,    .Mass  ;    adjourned,    subject    to 
call   by  the   President. 
IS.-,-     l--,,ui-lh    .\ninial     I:c|m,iI,     I'.M-J| 
Sej.teniber  L'S,  HHli.  Old  Homestead,  South   Hingham.   .Mass.;   adjourned  sine  die. 

January  1,  IHl:'..  Offi.  e.  South  Hoston.  .Mass.;  adionrned  to  .laiiuary  ;;i.  I'.M;;.  at 
tl  I'.  M.,  at  the  same  place;  (pn)rum  present,  l)ul  no  business  dom';  de- 
clared adjourned  sine  die. 

January  ;{!,  I!tl4,  Ollice,  South    Hoston.  .Mass.:   adjourned  sine  die. 


i{i':('{)iM)iX(i  sK("[ii<rrAi{Vs  cknkkal  kiopokt  '•» 

.MKioTixcs  oi'^  Tiiio  .Mi':.M()i{iAi.  COM M i'i"n:i-: 

Dccfiubcr  I'l,    1H12,  Ollifc,   South    I'.ostuii,    Mass.;    atljounifd   sine  die. 
Ain-il    11'.    Htl.!,   OOic'c,    Soiilli    Hostoii,    Mass.;    adjoiiriu-d    siuf    ilif. 
June  IL!.   I'.M;!,  (Jld   Homestead.  Soulli   Hiii,i;liani.   Mass.;   adjouni.-d   lo  Sf^i.temlxT 
7.   1'.<i;;,  at  7   P.   M..  at   the  same  place. 

BANQUET  AND   FIFTH    ANNUAL    MEETING    1913 

Tiie  I'^ilth  .\iimial  .Meeting  ot  the  rtociety  was  liehl  on  Saim-<lay,  Krhruary 
Isi.  l;)i;;.  ai  :;.:;ii  oCloek  in  tlie  al'teniooii.  at  tlie  Hotel  Uruuswiek,  lloslou.  .Mass. 
The  baiKiiiel  pic'ceded  the  meeting  and  was  li.'ld  at  l.:;(i  I'.  .M.  Fitiy-oiie  |»t- 
.soiis  were  i)i'esriii,  1  hirty-live  of  whom   w d'e  mi'iiibers. 

.\...  ■_•;;.  I 

iMillowiim  ihe  hamimt.  Hie  ineetiim  was  railed  to  ordef.  1 'i-.-sidriit  Ci'or^^e 
Wan-eii  Tower  \>  iwesidiim.  I'r.ayer  was  ulleiHMl  li\  K-'V.  Croi-e  .\h-\aii(h-r  Suiitli 
of  liosloii,  S.'ci-.tai-y  of  the  AmeiHMti  Society  of  Colonial  l-'a  mil  i'-s.  Tin.- 
addr.'ss  of  welcome  was  delivered  l.y  ihe  lion.  .Melvin  S.  .\"ash  of  Hoslon, 
afi.T  which  mi;si<'al  s.doctions  v.erc  rendered  hy  the  Tem|H.  Chih  orcle-slia 
which  was  in  chai-i;r  of  .Mr.  .hdiii   ll.Mirv  Tov.er  of  .\orth   Wrymniith,  a.-  diivetor. 

.\rier    Ihe.^r    cli.Mce    selections    of    miisic,    tile    President    ;;ave    a    hriel     talk 

••llerila.iic  and  lu'redily  have  sli.^htly  different  meaiiim;s,  and  it  l^  the 
latter  that    I    wish   to  ask  you   my  brothers  and   sisters   lo  ccMisid.-r,     The   bless- 

and  the  welfare  of  "coming  K^nerations"  will  be  aflecied  by  the  livs  w  now 
lea.l  sincf  it  is  (■.■riaiii  that  menial  as  w.dl  as  physical  trails  arc  t  ra  iiMiiil  t-d 
to  our  children  fveii  unto  the  lliird  and  loiirlh  .generations.  1  have  in  mind 
thr  cas!'  (if  twi,  bidlheis,  .-ons  n\  a  r,'\(il  ill  it.na  r\'  |ialiiot,  who,  alter  lb.'  d.ath 
of  iheir  falh.T.  had  lo  car.-  bu-  their  moiliei  and  invalid  broiher.  This  r.- 
spoiisibility  was  rej.-cl.-d  by  ..no  and  a.c'pl.'d  b>  tli.-  olb.M-,  ami  it  is  a  fact 
that  the  tJHM-ii  of  mls.'rv  p.Tsisis  with  lb.'  familv  of  th.'  lirst  ami  tho  h.uii  of 
plenty  with  the  f;iniily  of  lb.'  s.'cond  to  this  da\.  .\la.\  w.-  not  claim  thai  thos- 
are    liereditar\    oli'.'cis  of  sellishness   and   j;em'rosit\  V  ' 

Other  spoakers  wer.'  U.'W  l.ouis  C.  Coi-nish  and  ib'ii.  Luth.-r  St.|dieiisoii  of 
IlinLTliam.  .Mass.  K.'V.  .Mr.  Cornish  discussed  tentatively  bis  d.-siiv  t..  s.-nd 
bi-lorical  liti'iMtiire  cone. ■!  nil, i;  the  earl,\'  s.M,b  rs  of  llinuliam  to  all  tlios-'  who 
ar.'  inl.-r.'St.'.l  ami  e\plained  thai  an  .'iTort  was  beiim  niadr  to  fiirlber  historical 
rfs.-ar.-b  into  111.'  r.-asons  that  l.'d  lo  th.'  e.xodus  from  Old  to  .\.'w  lliimbam 
b.-lw.-en  li;:;:;  and  m;:;s,  and  als.)  to  k.M  p  llin^;liani  doscemlaiits  who  are  s.'at- 
t.-reil  throuu-bout  lb.'  c.mlin.'iil  in  touch  witii  curr.-nt  e\cnls  of  importance  in 
(li.-ir  ancesti-al  t.'Wii.  (b-noral  Steph.-nson  j-'a\.'  an  address  eiitiiled,  ■■K.-min- 
isceiici'S  of  I''uit    Warren,"  which   was  enthusiastically  receivi-d. 

liev.  Coor.L'o  ,\lo.\ander  Smith  uav.-  an  inler.'stin.^  talk  relative  to  early 
.settlei-s  and  his  .is^ociat  i,)n  with  tin-  American  Societ\  of  Colonial  l^imilies. 
jiivitiiig  a  lart;.i-  fellowship  of  l)rotheily  lo-operat  ion  for  the  broadeniiiii  ol 
activities  in  'h.-  C.donial  Soci"ty  aloii?;  lines  of  mutual  int. 'rest  to  fandly 
associations   of   our   kind 

IS.M-    i;,  , ■.,,-, li,,-    s.-.  ,ri.M-,\-v    |-ii,..    \,,.    1,    I,,,-   ~Mi..|,-.i^  ..I    ihl^   .\.l.h-.-^.    X...    17  1 

After  the  remarks  by  itev.  .Mr.  Smith,  tb.'  Pr.'sid.iU  formally  called  the 
moi-tint,'  to  order  for  the  imrp.jse  of  bearing  all  r. -ports  ami  electiUL:  otlicers 
for  the  .■nsiiinu  y.-ar.  Pe|jorls  ol  (dlicers  and  ((jinmitt.'es  wen-  read  and 
Hiiprovi'd  and  the  ollicors  idect.d  w.-re  tlios.-  who  an-  serving  on  the  P.oard 
at   the  present   time 

.MOW    I'.rsi.vioss 

ruder  I  ho  head  of  new  Inisiness,  if  was  \'oted  that  Wall.r  Lamont  Tower 
of  Daltoii,  Mass.,  be  authori/ced  as  a  couimitteo  ol  on.'  to  imiiiire  intt)  the 
advisal)ility  of  lioldinK  a  Tower  family  reunion  in  San  i-'raucisco  and  report 
on   llio  mailer  at  lb.'  sixth   annual    lu.elinK  i>f  the  Society. 

IS.'.-  i-i.n-.-i .lliiu    Srrr.  l.iiC^    I;.|h,ii.    .I.iI.-.I    .luih-.;.i.    Inll.    |.iliil,-.l    HI    Ihis    1;.-|m,ii    I 


1(*  PMI-'TII     AXl)     SIX'l'll     A.WTAI.     in:i'.)K'rs 

A  vole  of  siiicfiv  thanks  was  ronnally  e.Mciidi-d  to  tli.-  liaiuiu.-t  ( ■omniitlf.! 
for  the  generous  services  rend. Ted  and  also  to  the  nianau.-nieni  of  llie  llot.-l 
Hrnnswick  for  the  cordial   inann.'r  in   which    liir   uiciulj,  is   were  r.-ccivcd. 

At  r>   P.   M.  the   niiM'tinK  adjoiii'iied   sine  die. 

SIXTH  ANNUAL  MEETING   1914. 

Tht!  Sixtli  Annnal  .Meeting  of  the  Society  was  lield  in  a  lar>;e  and  attrac-- 
tive  tent  npon  the  hiwn  of  tin-  Old  Iloinest<'ad,  at  Sontli  1  liiiuhain.  .Mass.,  on 
Thursday.  .July  I'nd,  IDM,  at  1.1,",  o'clock  in  the  afK-niooii,  President  C-orL'.- 
Wai-ren  Tower  !)  prc^sidiiii;.  In  tin'  absence  of  the  1!. ■cording  rfici-.-i;trv,  who 
could  not  he  i>resiMit,  the  I'residcnt  apiiointrd  Walter  Lanioni  Tower  '.1  of 
Dalton.  .Mass.,  as  Secrelai->-  i)ro  teinpore  to  lecord  the  proceedings  of  the 
meeting.  Th(>  Secretary  noted  that  there  were  oNcr  seventy  persons  presi^nt 
at  the  openin.i;  of  the  lueeiiny,,  lifly  or  more  ol  whom  were  members.  Ainon^^ 
tlie  yiiests  present  wei'e  lion,  .lohn  1).  j.uiru  of  llinuliam.  Uev.  tlccr^e  .\.  Smith 
of   lioston  an.d    .Mr.    Henry    1.    l'\iii-banks   of   Dedham.    .Mass. 

Mx-Covernoi-  l.on^  t;a\e  the  address  of  wehH)me.  He  said  that  as  a  citizen 
of  Hingham  lu'  took  .ureat  pleasui'e  in  meetin.i;-  so  many  rei)i-esentatives  of  the 
descendanis  of  .John  Tower  whose  home  uas  in  this  town  and  who  honored 
it  by  his  sterlin.i;  worth  and  character,  lie  spoke  of  the  conspicuous  careers 
of  many  of  the  Touer  descendants  in  every  walk  of  life,  in  biri;.'  business 
enierprises,  in  st'ience  and  literature  and  in  the  army  and  na\y.  .\.nd  vet  he 
^;iiil  that  ho  stun. 'times  thuu,i;lii  that  tleie  i-;  a  l^nleii,  •  in  "lav  nmln  ■  nn- 
phasis  on  the  few  distin.miished  names  in  aa\  i;i\-en  family  and  to  for.iict  the 
merits  of  its  .general  average.  One  of  the  .uood  results  of  the  lu-eseiil  t;.Miea- 
lo.iiiral  int<'rest  and  of  the  formation  and  maintenami'  of  >uch  societiis  as  tlie 
Tower  Society  is  thai  reco.miiliou  is  now  p.ii.l  u.  llio.-,e  lar  more  numerous  and 
lo  some  de-ree  .(pnally  deserviuL;,  hni  hiiheri,.  uc remeinliered,  niemb.'r.-  of  the 
family.  It  is  otien  a  mailer  of  accideiil  Ihal  one  member  has  allained  con- 
spicuous disiiiK'tioii  Whereas  in  fact  many  )tl,ers,  under  similar  circumstances 
would  have  allained  it  just  as  well.  There  are  for  instance  few  more  deserv- 
inu  nam.s  in  the  history  of  llinuliam  than  iliat  ol  Hcmral  Itenjamin  l.im.dn. 
who  received  the  sword  of  Coruwallis  al  his  surrender  at  Vorktow  n.  who  was 
a  close  friend  of  Washiimlon  and  who  afterwards  held  lii.i;h  civic  olli.'e  in 
Massachusetts.  .Vnd  yel  he  was  only  a  type  of  the  souml-mimled,  capable 
and  ellii-ient  men  of  his  time  who,  had  it  been  the  accident  of  iheir  fortune 
to  have  started  in  the  same  .uroove.   would  have  made  as  good  a   mark. 

Mr.  I.on.u,  closed  wilh  llie  expr 'ssion  <ii  his  cordial  inieresl  in  the  occasion 
and    in   the   reunion   of  the  Tower  rei)resenlatives. 

.Ml  rei)orls  of  ofticers  and  coinmittees  which  were  read  at  the  meeting 
were  aj. proved  and  the  ollicers  (dected  for  tht'  year  i;M4  were  those  who  are 
servin.^:,  i.-n  the  Hoard  al   Ihe  i)resent  lime. 

.Vo  action   was  taken   on   niilinished   business. 
.VI'-IW    1U'SI.\::SS 

It  wa.-  voied  thai  llie  f'iflh  .\niiual  .Xotice  nude:-  dale  of  .luiie  1.  MM  ).  is.sued 
by  the  ItecordiuL'  Secrelary  be  accei)led  and  thai  the  by-laws  of  the  Society 
be   anmndeil   as   i-ecommei.ded    in    (he   notice. 

Tlie  following  amendments  of  Ihe  by-laws  were  made  and  are  worthv  of 
.special   .N'OTIO: 

Seclion    1    of  AUTlCLf:   Vlll,   was  amended   by   adding  the  f.  llowiim   words: 

"The  a|.plicati(m  fees  of  all  ])ersoiis  who  aiiplv  for  and  obtain  membership 
on  or  after  the  dale  of  October  lirsl.  siiall  cover  di:es  for  remainder  of  current 
and  all  of  the  following  year." 

Seclion    1    of  AKTU'lJO   Vlll,   was  am.nded    by   addiim   the   followinu   wuids: 

"Wlien  a  member  is  live  years  in  arrears  for  annual  du(^s  his  name  shall 
be   automatically   dropi)ed    from    the    membershiij    1'   t. " 

It  was  vottHJ  that  the  cdeciion  of  an  .\ssistant  Kecording  Seiuetarv  for  the 
ensuing  year  bo  left  to  the   l':.\e(;utive   Hoard. 

|.\"Ti::       .v.,     ;|,li ,.-     I,,,!,      |;lk,.,l     on     II, is     l,,.'ll..|-     I.,     Ihe     |M.-,I,I      lil<,.'| 

It  was  voted  tliat  aciion  with  reference  to  h(d<ling  a  reunion  in  the  vear 
i;n.',   be   left   to   the    l':Necuiive    Hoard. 

There   beiii-   IIO   further   business,    the   meelini;   a(lj<iurned    sine   die. 


iti-:(()Ui)i.\(;  siocniO'i'AKV's  (:i>:.\1':i{AL  iti'M'oirr  ii 

Much  ol  !lu'  busini'ss  of  tin;  Society  is  done  by  ivsolutioii  tliroii^li  tlio 
I':.\<-cutivc   r.nanl. 

IS.'c  i,v   I..U-.   ill    |-u,iiili  AiiiMi.il    Kr,,.,,i.     |,,-r  :;l.    Ainici-l';    \l.   S.Mii,,,,    1.1 

Several  iiieetiims  ol  the  Kxecnlive  Hoard  and  Memorial  Conuniaee  luivft 
lie,  11  held  sinr,'  llie  ])  1 1  hi  ica  t  lou  of  the  'i'lili'd  AiiiHial  i(e|Hiri  ill  I'.ill,  as  may  1m- 
noti'd  ill  this  report.  I'luloiihiedly  ih<'  ih-okmIjii^s  of  thrs^'  im'.'iiims  svoiiUi  not 
he  of  .ueiieral  iiitensi;  li()\v(>\  (>r,  an\  iiieiiiher  'oia.\  ohiaiii  ceriilied  copies  ol'  pai-l 
Ol-  all  (d'  the  records  h\'  iiiakiii.i;  applicat  ion  lo  the  Ui  i-ordiii-  Se,  j-etary,  provided 
the  paMiitMit  of  the  aciual  cost  o\  lypewriti'i-  the  same  and  the  postage  tlwre- 
lor  are   reiiiiited. 

All  i)roce,.diims  intended  for  record  should  always  be  tiled  with  the  R.- 
coi'din.i;    Secretary    without    dtday. 

It  is  a  iileasure,  uioreov.u-,  to  sp.'ak  a  f.'w  words  of  encouraj^eim-ni  lo  each 
one  of  my  associates  in  the  Society.  .Vo^r.  <is  lli,  .!/,  mnnul  m  iin mm  u  of  -lolni 
Timrr  ami  M<ir<i<inl  llinidk.  In.s  inlr.  i.s  lui  rslnl,h.sli r,l  i<trl,  mir  ■lutus  l>  - 
.iniir  .nil  i/rriihr.  (iiid  irr  slnniUI  iml  nllnii  niir  iiihnsl  ninl  rli,,ils  in  llns 
Son.  Ill  h,  nan,  in  Dir  hiist.  We  cannot  hei'onic  proTn  lent  in  !)rin,L;iiiu  aiioni  t  he 
di'siivd  r(  suits  aloim-  i^t'iiealo^'ical,  hio.i^raphical,  jisycholo^hal  and  historical 
lines  in  a  few  weeks  or  nioiuhs;  e\cn  years  nia\-  he  required;  the  wdrk  is  a 
ma.ttei-  of  LAi-owlh.  U  requires  uiUirin.i;  effiu'l  to  a(diieve  succ.-ss  in  any  line  in 
our  day  and  :iix<'.  Anythiim  that  can  br  had  without  .ureat  effort  is  not  worth 
the  havin.t;.  'riierefore,  keep  up  a  constant  and  systematic  work.  .May  we  be 
abb'    to    (b-ieci    our    faults    and    lie    merciless    critics    of    all    thai     v.  e    do.      We 

rapidlv    as    wv   think    it    sdiould.      KiMiieinbeV   ■■Where', u'   Ihere^s   a    will    there's   a 

in  cincliision,  wliib'  one  of  our  main  t)b,iects  is  de\otioii  to  family  life,  we 
ajipreciate  fully  ihe  lo\e  ot  liberty  and  home  that  led  our  forelai'iers  to  found 
a  new  world,  and  this  i;reat  continent,  as  we  all  know,  has  prcjved  to  be  the 
^i.reatesl  and  best  in  the  world.  We  aim  l.i  honor  their  memory  and  enforce 
tin-  h'sscii  of  their  lives,  )jy  all  honorable  means   loi    the   bemdii   of  the  present 

•■Loim   may   our  land    be   bri.nht. 
With    freedom's   ludy    liuht." 

Kespectfully    submitted, 


z'^'"/^r//vyj   y//-// '  /^Yrf 


rdin.i;   Secreta 


CORRESPONDING    SECRETARY'S    REPORT 

Dalton,    .Mass..   .laiuiary   Un,    IIM;'.. 
I'rr.^nlrnl  (iml   Mnnhrr.s  of  llir   Toiirr  <;,  ,h;i  lni,n,il   Smirln: 
As    ("orresiKJiidiiit;   Secretary   (;f  our   Sociel\    I    be.t; 


last   repiut    tu  you,    1    will 
i,.aloL;i,al    wm-k    has    been 


bf.t;   leave   to   submit    the   fol- 
lowiiiL-  rM|>ori. 

sa>     iliat    not    as    nnnli    appai'iuit     proure.-s    in    »m 
nride   as    Inuetolore    botween   annual    reiioits. 

The  reunion  at  I)etr'.)il  last  .lune  was  a  fruitful  sonrie  of  .ueiiealo.ciioal 
infonnalion,  much  of  wliicli  was  of  a  .general  nature  and  has  not  yet  been 
converted  into  s|iecilic  ,i,'enealo.t;ical  cdiarts.  1  hav.-  the  promise  of  a  tonsider- 
able  aiiKUinl  of  data  from  one  of  c-nr  new  niembeis  frtun  .Michi.uan.  She  is  of 
tie-  .leremiah    l;raiich. 

I  have  recently  discovered  four  new  families  of  Towers  which  1  am 
unable  to  attach  to  our  line,  but  iiersisteiit  work  may  yet  furnish  the  missing 
\\\,k<  in  the  ^eni'alo,i;ical  chain.     Two  of  these  families  were  lepreseiited  at  the 


!l'  I'll'TII     AM)     SIXTH     AXM'AI.     KKl'OKTS 

Detri)it     rt'Uiiioii    and    anotlitT    was    ri'pic.sciilcd     by    several     verv     iiiteieslint; 
letters. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  tlial  many  dI'  these  'I'ouei-  laniilies  wliicli  I  am 
unable  to  connect  with  the  present  genealogy  are  able  to  trace  ihejr  ancestry 
t)ack  tu  a  period  near  the  time  of  tiie  l{evolutionar>  War.  and  to  .•^ome  place 
in  Xew  England.  New  York  or  lOaslern  Pe:ins\  h  ania.  I  believe  tluit  thene 
families  represent  some  om^  or  more  of  the  lost  branches  which  are  painfully 
evident  on  the  "trees"  that  have  been  shown  to  you  fi-om  time  lo  iime.  Tho 
lirst  of  these  broken  branches  is  indicat<Ml  by  .lohn  i:;i,  fourth  son  of  .loiiu  ci), 
liorn  .lune  18,  HJSli. 

It  may  be  of  interest  to  some  of  our  nn'mber.-^  lo  knosv  that  there  were 
twenty-eiglit  male  descendants  of  the  third,  fourth  and  lifth  generations  from 
Jolin  Tower,  born  prior  to  the  Revolutionary  \\  ai',  of  whose  marriage  or 
death  Quincy  Hicknell  seems  to  have  found  no  I'ecord.  There  are  also  a  few 
descendants  of  the  si.\lh  generation,  born  jnsi  |uinr  lo  ITT.".,  whose  genealogica! 
records  ai'e  missin.g. 

While  it  is  (|uiti'  probable  that  the  major  porlion  of  these  grandsons,  gi'eat 
grandsons,  and  great-great-gr;indsons  of  .lohn  Tower  died  wiihout  issue,  it 
is  of  interest  lo  think  that  if  each  one  had  produced  and  i-eaied  three  children, 
and  the  same  proportion  had  prevailed  until  the  pri'SiMit  time,  then'  might  be 
living  today  ICfiN  descendants  of  the  ninth  generation,  which  is  the  dominant 
generation  of  today.  A  litlle  rellection  will  convince  vou  thai  thei-e  ma\-  be  a 
few  hundr.Ml  Towers  in  the.^,.  I'njted  Slates  wIk,  do  no'i  yei  know  thai  Ihev  are 
descendants   of  our   icvered   ancestor. 

1  have  received  and  a|)pi-ovi^d  :;.-,(;  apidical  ions  for  membership  in  our 
Soci»'ly  since  its  formation.  The  Tivasuivr  informs  me  thai  there  i-^  anoiher 
applicati.m  in  hi.-,  hands  which  has  not  \ ct  been  pr.'senled  to  me  toi  a|ii)r<n-al 
1  have  received,  tiled  aiid  listed  to  (late   lodi;  genealogical  eharls. 

Tlirouuh  recent  corresponde-ice  with  .lanie.s  .VUarr,  .\lanaL:er  ol  the  liuieau 
Of  ('onvenli(ms  and  Societies  for  the  I'anama-l'acilic  International  lO.xi.ositicm, 
lo  b.'  held  ai  .-an  francis...  in  i:il.-,,  |  h;ive  he,  i,  i,,|-i,sted  lo  ,,)eS(iM  the 
•  pieslion  (,f  holding  our  I'.H.-,  reunion  at  San  l-'rancisco  during;  this  eN|.osition 
I    trust    this    (inestion    will    receive    the   atteiiiHin    that    it    inei-its. 

Kespeetlully    s  ii  iiii  1 1 1  I  e,l . 

W.\l/r!;K    I.A.MO.XT    'J-OWIIU. 


CORRESPONDING    SECRETARY'S    REPORT 

Dalton,    .Mass.,   .lanuary    L",t.    I'.MI. 

\h\    r,,  Si, hi, I    <h,,l    rninn-    .\hnil,rr.s    ,.)    Ihr    i:.,,riiln,     l!,.a,-l. 

(Jre.-ting;  Since  my  last  reiiort  dated  .lanuary  jn,  1:M:;.  I  ha\e  approved 
the  applications  o!  lilieen  ne,v  menilHrs.  T(aai  applicati(Mis  approved  to  ilale 
(January  I'H,  lUMi,  three  hundred  and  si\i}-niiie.  Deaths  since  last  report, 
si.v.  Kesignalions  since  last  reiiort,  li\e.  Total  deaths  to  date,  iweiily-lhree. 
One  membership  was  taken  (uit  in  memory  ot  a  deceased  wife.  Total  resigna- 
tions to  date,  ten.  The  total  active  membership  as  shown  by  my  records  on 
this  date  is  three  hundred  and  thirty-live.  One  thousand  and  forly-livt-  genea- 
logical charts  have  been  receiv(^d  and  liled.  1  estimate  that  about  forty  per 
cent,  of  the  genealogical  reccjrds  made  since  the  issue  of  the  Tower  genealogy 
have  been  collect<!d,  catalogued  and  liled.  The  .Jeremiah  and  Samuel  branche.s 
are  the  nearest  t(j  completion.  The  Ibrook  branch  is  well  in  hand,  but  there 
i.s  still   much   work   to   be-  done  on   the   I'.enjamin   and   .lohn    branches. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

WAI.TKR   LA.MO.NT  TOWIOR. 

Coiresponding  Secretary. 


CORRESPONDING   SECRETARY'S    REPORT 

Dalton,   Mass.,   .Iiiiie   :iu,   1914. 
Mr.  Prt'sidrnt  mid  F<  lloic  M<i>n>cr.H. 

Greeting: 

:My  last  report  was  of  such  recent  date,  viz.,  .lamiary  li!t,  1914.  that  tiiis 
report  will  necessarily  be  brief. 

We  have  lost  by  death,  since  Jan'uary  1st,  three  very  loyal  members:  Mrs. 
Frances  Amelia  (Bird)  Stevenson  ('.)),  wiio  died  .January  2,!,  1914,  at  Milfor.l, 
Michigan;  George  Edward  Tower  (8),  who  died  June  8,  1914,  at  Washington', 
District  of  Columbia,  and  Mrs.  Alice  I.avinia  (Tower)  Looney  (9),  who  died 
June  If),  1914.  at  Orion,  Michigan. 

Four  new  applicants  have  been  admitted  to  membership.  The  State  of 
Georgia  is  now  represented  in  the  Society,  making  a  total  of  twenty-nine  (29) 
states.  The  District  of  Columbia  and  the  Province  of  Xew  Hrunswick,  Canada, 
are  also   represented. 

Our  mailing  list  has  l)een  thorouglily  revised  recentlv,  and  qui-  President 
has  caused  several  typewritten  copies  to  be  made  for  the  use  of  othcers  of  the 
Society. 

The  list  covers,  so  far  as  practicable,  only  adults  and  heads  of  familiea 
While  we  have  mailed  over  two  thousand  (2ii(i(j)  printed  invitations  for  this 
reunion,  we  have  no  doubt,  brought  it  to  the  attention  of  live  thousand  (fjHUO) 
descendants  of  John   Tower. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

WALTFR   LAMONT  TOWER. 

Corresponding  Secretary. 

CORRESPONDING  SECRETARY'S  REPORT 

Dalton,  Mass.,  June  'M).   1914. 
Mr.  PrrHidcnt  and  VvUow  Mcmhrm  of  the  H.rccutirc  Board:— 
The  Corresponding  Secretary  has  interviewed  numerous  Tower  descendants 
personally   and   l)y    letter,   to   learn   if  there   was  any  considerable   sentinxMit    in 
favor  of  liolding  a  reunion  in  San   Francisco  in  1915. 

While  many  admit  that  it  would  be  a  fine  scheme  to  have  our  1915  reunion 
at  the  Golden  Gate.  I  have  found  that  very  few  will  i)romise  to  attend.  We  are 
assured  of  a  royal  welcome  from  John  Tower  descendants  of  California,  but  to 
make  a  reunion  successful  there,  we  must  be  assured  of  a  definite  number  who 
will  attend  from  the  Eixst.  The  E.x|iosltion  Management  are  nuxking  every 
effort  to  boom  Family  reunions  at  San  Francisco  during  the  time  of  the  fair. 

Here  and  now  is  the  time,  at  this  reunion,  to  determine  where  the  next  re- 
union should  be  held,  and   I  beg  you  to  remove  this  burden   from   my  shoulders 

Respectfully  submitted, 

WALTER    LAMOXT   TOWER. 

Corres|)onding  Secretary. 


TREASURER'S  REPORT 

Room   i;;0;i.  200  Fiftti   Avenue. 
New  York,  .\.  Y.,  January  :!,  19i:5. 
Mr.  President  and   FrUoic  Mrynbrr.s :— 

Your   Treasurer    begs   leave   to   submit   the    following   re|)ort    which    covers 
from  May  DJ.  1912.  to   December  :n.  1912:  — 

Total  receipts  for  period,  including  balance  of  $X2.79       .  $244.59 

Total    disbursements    for    period      .....  240. tJl 


Leaving  balance  on  hand  of      ....  .  $;^«(> 


14  FIFTH    AND    SIXTH     ANNUAL    RFPORTS 

Disbursements    itemized,    covering    voiu-hers    Nos.    Cli    to    7!!,    in    hands    ot 
Treasurer: — 

60.     Francis  L.  Tower,  i;U2  annual  notit-es  and  postuKO 
i;4.     David  B.  Tower,  1912  Detroit  reunion  expense 
Ho.     Tower    Bros.     Sta.     Co.,     Stationery 
tit).     Tower  Bros.  Sta.  Co.,   1912   reunion  register  sheets 
(!7.     Economy    Press,    1911    report,    advance    payment    of 

John       H.     Tower         

GS.     A.    W.    Burr,    Administering   oaths    at    1912    annual 
meeting  ........ 

Economy     Press,     1911     report,     advance     payment     of 
Daniel  N.  Tower      ....... 

70.  Warren    O.     Hartshorne,    Lettering    22    ceititicates  ;i.;^n 

71.  E.   L.   Grimes   Co.,   Printing   Envelopes    1912    re|)ort  2.75 

72.  Francis    L.    Tower,     Stamped     envelopes    19i:)    an- 
nual  notice       ........  7.8S 

73.  E.  L.  Grimes  Co.,  Printing  500  copies  1912  report     .  71.20 

$240. tU 
Disbursements  grouped:  — 

Cieneral      exjienses  .......  $25. OS 

1911  Balance    on    1911    rei)ort 25.01) 

1912  Detroit  reunion 11H.5S 

1912  Report  7;:. 95 


$10 

.90 

11;; 

.OS 

1 

.50 

'■> 

.50 

12 

.50 

2 

.00 

12 

.50 

$240. 01 


The  1912  Report  account  is  as  follows:  — 

l-'urnishing  and  printing  5(i0  copies          ....  $71.20 

Printing  envelopes            .......  2.75 

Making  half-tone  cuts IN. 00 

$!tl.95 
There  are  uniiaid  l)ills  outstanding  against  the  Society  amount  lug  to  $54.10, 
as  follows:  — 

Bur))ank    Engraving    Co.,    Cuts    for    1912     reiiorts         .  $l.s.00 

Weeks  and  Doten  Co.,  for  directing  envelopes,  1913  notices  1.25 

Econoniy    Press,    jtrinting    1913    annual    meeting    notices  5.(i(i 

Walter  L.  Tower,  for  stationery  and  genealogical  cliarts  2S.:;5 

Cutter-Tower  ('o.,  for  mailing  tuljcs         .  .  .   '       .  150 

The  l)ills  of  Walter  L.  Tower  were  mentioned  In  my  last  ri'port. 
On  Dec.-niber  31,  1912,  there  were  unpaid  dues  for  1910  amounting  to  $24.00; 
for  1911,  $54.00;  and  for  1912,  $103.00,  nuikiug  a  total  of  $1S1.00  outstanding. 

During  the  jieriod  coveied  by  this  rejiort  there  have  l)een  twenty-four  (24) 
applications  for  menibershi|)  received  and  four  (4)  resignations.  .Memlicrs 
resigning  are  .Xuuiliers   132,  172,  1S(J  and   233. 

Your  Treasurer's  books,  for  the  period  just  passed,  have  i)een  audited  by 
Mr.  Lucius  W.  Bartlett,  .\Icm]j<;r  No.  75,  and  liis  certification  follows. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

•JAMES     WALLACE    TOWER, 

Ticasurer. 


AUDITOR'S  REPORT 

Windsor,  Connecticut,  January  2,  1913. 

/  li<  rihj/  rt'itifi/  that  I  have  audited  tlie  accounts  of  the  Trcasui-er  of  the 
Tower  Genealogical  Society,  for  tlu;  period  from  May  1»;,  1912,  to  December  31, 
1912,  inclusive,  and  found  them  correct,  tlie  Italaiu'c  in  tlie  'I'reasury  011  Decem- 
ber 31,  1912,  being  Tiuee  and  9.S/10()   (3.9S)   dollars. 

LCCIUH  WARREN   BARTLETT, 

Auditor. 


TREASURER'S  SUPPLEMENTARY  REPORT 

Room  130:5,  200  Fifth  Avenue, 
New  York,  N.  Y.,  January  Tl,  1013. 

Mr.  Presiih  nt  and  FiU<nc  Mrmhcrs: 

As  a  supplementary  report,  your  Treasurer  would  briefly  say  that  under  date 
of  January  1,  1913,  notices  for  dues  for  all  then  in  arrears  were  sent  to  our 
Recording  Secretary  to  go  out  with  notices  of  Annual  Meeting.  There  were 
then  outstanding  $311.00  of  dues  for  1913  in  addition  to  tliose  mentioned  in 
my  report.  Since  notices  were  sent  out  one  has  remitted  for  1910,  one  for 
1911,  six  for  1912,  and  one  hundred  and  ten  tor  1913,  and  there  have  been  two 
ai)plications  received  and  one  resignation,  the  latter  I'roni  .Meniljcr  Xunilu  r  ISU. 
Bills  amounting  to  $24. IT.  have  been  paid. 

Resi)eitfully   siibniitted, 

JA.MH:S    WALLACE  TOWIOR, 

Treasurer. 


TREASURER'S  REPORT 

Room  1303,  2()0  Fifth  Avenue, 
New   York,  N.   Y.,  January  2,   1914. 
Mr.  Prr.si,!' lit  ami  FvlUnr  Mnnbcrs: 

Your  Treasurer  begs   leave  to   submit   the   following   report  wliich   covers 
from  January  1,  i:il3,  to  December  31,  1913. 

Total   receipts   for  period,   including  balance   of  $3.98   from 

1912 $227. G3 

Total   disbursements  for  period      .....  106.79 


Leaving  balance  on  hand  of     .  .  .  ,  .  $120.84 


Itisbursements  Itemized,  covering  vouchers  Nos.  74  to  85,  all  in  tlie  hands 
of  the  Treasurer: 

74.     Murbank  Engraving  Co.,  cuts  for  1912  report  .  .  $   18.00 

7.J.     Weeks  &  Doten   Co.,   directing  i-nvelopes,    1913   annual 
meeting 

76.  Economy  Press,  printing  1913  annual  notices 

77.  Crace    K.    W.    Sprague,     postage    and     expenses,     191: 

report   ......... 

78.  Tower  Hros.'  Sta.  Co.,  receipt  books  and  stationery 

79.  Walter  L.  Tower,  stationery  and  printing 
So.     Cutter-Tower   Co.,    2.'    mailing   tubes 
XI.     James       Wallace       Tower,       expenses       and       express 

charges  ....... 

82,     John   Semple,  Jr.,  "Old    Homestead"  cut 

53.  Mobbs  ^  Warren  Co.,  stationery     . 

54.  Colonial    Magazine,    3.oU    copies 
8.").     Colonial   .Magazine,   312   copies 


Disbursements  grouped: 

General    expensr;    ...... 

lialance  on  1912  report  ..... 

Waltei   L.  Tower,  1909  and  1910  stationery  bills 
Colonial  Magazine,  two  issues,  (»G2  copies      . 


i.2n 

,".0(1 

9.80 

0.91 

28.3,'. 

s 

2.0,". 

H.C.d 
12.0(1 
13.13 

$i(»(;.79 

$24.20 
29.0.", 
28.3.', 
2. ",.13 

$100.79 


FIFTH    AND    SIXTH     ANNUAL    RFPOHTS 

There  are  outstanding  bills  against  the  Society,  unpaid  as  I'ollows: 
Tower   Bros.'   Sta.   Co.,    tiirnisliini;   and    printing   Treasurer's 

due    notices     ........  $"J  7.') 

On  December  ;'.l,  1H13,  there  were  unpaid  dui-s 

for   UMO.   amounting   to            ......  $L'O.UO 

for  lyil,                              ^^>'»" 

for  1912,                              TG.OU 

for  1913,                              1-^00 


.Making  a  total  of $274.U0 


During  the  period  i-overt'd  by  this  rei)ort  there  have  been  thirteen  (13) 
applications  for  membership  received,  thret-  C. )  resignations,  and  tiiree  (3) 
deaths.  Resigning  menilx-rs'  numbers  are  ;iO,  17(1  and  SO,  and  our  (h'ceascd 
members'  numbers  an-   52,   203  and   .".:'..'.. 

Your  Treasurt>r  would  recomnuMid  that  our  b>-la\\s  be  changed  by  the 
addition  of  an  artich^  so  that  when  a  member  becomes  live  years  in  arrears 
for  annual  dues  his  name  be  automatically  dropped  from  Society  membership 
list. 

Your  Treasurer's  books  ai'e  now  being  audited  by  -Mr.  Lucius  Warren 
Hartlett,  Member  No.  "'>. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

.JA.MIOS    \V.\LLA("K    TOWiCR, 

Treasurer. 


AUDITOR'S  REPORT. 

Crand  \'ie\v   I'.odge,   I'o(|U()nn()ck   .\venue, 

Windsor,  Connecticut,   I'\'bruary   ."),    Iill4. 
I   HKRERY   CFRTIPY   that  I   have  audited   the  accounts   of   the    Preasiirer 
of   the   Tower   Ceiu-alogical    Society    for   the    i>eriod    from    January    1,    l!ii::,    to 
December  31,  i;il3,  boti)  inclusive,  and  found  them  con-ect. 

The  balance  in  the  treasury  on  Decembei'  ill,  IDi::,  being  one  hundred  and 
twenty  and  8-1/1(10  (120.S4)  dollars. 

LCCll'S    WAURI'^N    l?.\UTLl'rrT, 

.Vuditor. 


TREASURER'S  SUPPLEMENTARY  REPORT 

Room    \:W.'.,   20(1   l'''iftli    Avenue, 

N.'w    York,   N.    v..  .Inly    I.    lit]  4. 
.I//-.  I'lrsitl.-nl  ami  F.llnir  Mini  hrrs  : 

As  a  suiipletnentar-y  rejxjrt   to  that   of  .January   2nd,   your  Treasurer   would 
briefly  say  that  notices  for    dues    foi-    all    of    those    in    arrears    were    sent    (nit, 
.•-hortly  after  .Tanuary   1st,  and  dues  have  been  paid  as  follows:  — 
1  for  1911, 

»;  for  1912, 

22  for  1913, 

192  for  1914, 

4  for  1915. 

There  have  been  four  (4)  applications  received  foi-  memb(;rship,  .Members 
Nos.   370  to  373,   inclusive. 

Tliree  of  our  members  have  died  since  January  1st, — .Members  Nos.  119, 
343  ajul  3G1.  and  two  (2l   have  resigned,  .Members  Nos.  71   and  7.'i. 

The  total  receipts  to  .July  1st,  including  the  1913  balance,  is  $3r.ti..''.X,  with 
total  exitenditiires  from  January  1st  to  July  1st,  1914,  amounting  to  .$147. sf,  leav- 
ing a   balance  in   the   treasury  of  $20S.74. 

All  bills  received  to  date  have  been  paid. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

JAMKS  WAI.LAC1<:  TOWER, 

Treasurer. 


REPORT  OF  REUNION   COMMITTEE 

IJiiiKliani,  .Mass.,  OctobfT  3,  1914. 
Mr.   Pn:si(h'iit  ami  Mrmhrrs  of  the  E.rnittir,'  liixinl : 

The  litl4  Tower  reunion  was  unique,  conihininj^  as  it  did  the  Quarter-Millen- 
nial Celebration  of  the  founding  of  the  Old  Homestead  at  HiiiKhani,  and  tiie 
Dedication  of  the  Memorial  erected  to  the  memory  of  our  first  American  ances- 
tors, John  Tower  and  Margaret  Ibrook,  his  wife.  It  was  the  fifth  reunion  and 
the  third  to  be  held  at  the  Old  Homestead.  Two  thousand  invitations  were 
issued  and  sent  to  Tower  descendants  and  a  lar^e  attendance  was  expected,  but 
the  weather  was  unfavorable  for  a  lar.ue  gatheriiiK;  however,  over  one  hundred 
and  fifty  loyal  descendants  came,  and  they  will,  we  believe,  ever  keep  the  m.'Mi- 
ory  of  those  days  sacred. 

The  grounds  and  buildings  were  profusely  decorated  with  flags,  hunting  and 
electric  lights.  A  large  tent  was  erected  on  the  lawn  near  the  Homestead  for 
the  convenience  and  [)leasure  of  those  jjresent  and  in  this  the  annual  meeting 
was  held  where  sjieeches  were  delivered  by  many  members  and  friends  of  the 
Society.  Souvenirs  were  on  sale  and  a  restaurant  was  in  charge  of  a  competent 
caterer  and  all  were  well  served  so  that  the  committee  felt  well  |)ald  for  the 
labor  entailed. 

Owing  to  pressuie  of  business,  Hon.  Charlemagne  Tower  of  Philadel|)hia, 
Pa.,  could  not  l)e  jtresent.  Hon.  .John  Davis  Long  of  Hingliam,  formerly  Oov- 
ernor  of  the  Commonwealth  of  :\lassachusetts,  gave  an  interesting  address  of 
welcome,  after  which  .Mr.  .Joseph  Gaylord  Reaser  of  Cambridge,  .Ma.ss..  gave  an 
enthusiastic  address.  Francis  Fmoiy  Tower,  D.D.,  of  Albanv,  X.  Y.,  then  gave 
an  eloquent  address  on  the  "Milestones  of  Reform,"  showing"  in  a  iir'actical  way 
the  horrors  of  intemi)erance  and  the  need  of  reform  in  stamping  out  the  saloon.s. 
Mr.  Frank  Warren  Tower  of  Springfield,  Mass.,  interested  the  members,  invited 
guests  and  friends  in  "Our  Kindred  l'\imily  Organization  Possibilities"'  There 
followed  "A  Twentieth  Century  Vision  of  Our  Honored  Ancestors"  bv  Hon 
Daniel  Wehster  Tower  of  Grand  Rapids,  Michigan,  which  was  full  of"  poetic 
imagination.  This  was  followed  by  the  sixth  annual  meeting  of  the  Societv 
ReiJorts  of  officers  and  Committees  were  approved  and  the  election  of  olllcrrs 
was  quickly  completed,  harmony  prevailing. 

An  excellent  orchestra  led  by  Mr.  .lohn  Henry  Tower  of  North  Wevmouth. 
Mass.,  gave  choice  selections  of  music  day  and  evening.  Thei.^  lieing  no"  formal 
speech  making  in  the  evenings,  story  telling,  miisi.  and  a  general  good  time 
were  enjoyed  until  a  late  hour. 

The  second  day  l)eing  fair  and  cool,  the  attendance  was  much  larger  than 
on  the  first  day  and  all  were  well  repaid  by  hearing  the  eloquent  memorial  ad- 
dress given  by  Rev.  William  Rraman  Tower  of  New  York  Citv.  All  who  heard 
Rev.  Mr.  Tower  deliver  it  will  not  soon  forget  our  dear  brother. 

A  group  picture*  of  those  present  was  then  taken  and  all  marched  to  the 
High  Street  Cemetery  to  participate  in  the  memorial  dedication  services  Prayer 
was  offered  by  Rev.  William  Braman  Tower  and  the  hymn  "Blessed  be  the  "tie 
that  binds"  was  sung  by  all  i)resent.  President  George  Warren  Tower  gave  a 
dedication  address  and  Francis  Emory  Tower,  D.D.,  read  an  original' poeni 
Records  were  placed  in  the  vault  under  the  memorial  bv  .Miss  Alic-e  Catharine 
Tower,  tenth  generation.  Prayer  was  offered  by  Rev.  Dr.  Tower  and  all  ioined 
in  singing  the  Doxology. 

Respec-t fully  submitted, 
Ml:S,     S.MtAII     'n)\Vi:i:     ..r    !!..sI.mi      .Mmss      ChMinn  m 

MISS  j;i;ssii':  i.ouk  towiok  ..c  ("..h.-ivs.'-t    Mavs  ' 

Mijs.  MAi;i:i.  Towi;u  ..t  j);iit.,i.,  >(as^ 

.Mus.  (;i:(»i:(;i.^  irr-r.v  'r(»wi;ij  „(  .\.,itii  \v.viii..uih    miss 

Mi;s.  .\.\.\  .i.\.nm;  'r(>\vi:K  .>r  iiiimham  c.-iiu.r   M;,s^ 

.MliS.     CII.Mtl.orTK     S(>l'lll;(t.\l.\      IdWKI!     ..!•    C 'oh.-i^s.-I       M:,s^ 

.MISS  i;i.iz.\I'.i;tii   .miiwcit  towi:!:  or  CiMiii.ri,!--    \i.iss  ' 

MISS  .M.\i;(;ii;Krri':  stclnt:  ki\<!  .,f  lu.^ion    .Miss 

.MISS  (;i;aci;  ki.iot   \vi  xtiikoi'  si'itAdii;  .'.("irin.-iiaui,  .m.-.ss. 
■Committee  for  Fifth  Reunion. 
*(Jrou|)  lectures  (i)rice  $1.(H)  eac-h  )   may  l)e  purchased  from  .Mr.  S.  Arakelyan 
Photogra|)her,  50G  Treniont  Street,   Boston,  .Mass. 
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REPORT  OF  MEMORIAL  COMMITTEE 

lioston,   Mass.,  Octolici'  ::,   I'Jll. 
To  tlif  J-:.iftiitivf  Jiodid  ami  Fclloir  Mfiiihtis  of  (he  Toinr  (iriiialniiinil  sm  i.tii: 

The  .Menioiial  Coniiuittee  luiviug  comiileted  the  work  lor  which  they  wore 
appointed  hereby  submit  the  following  report: 

They  have  had  erected  a  granite  obelisk  eight  feet  Hijuare  at  th<!  ba.si;  and 
seventeen  feet  and  ton  indies  high,  suitalily  inscribed  to  the  nioiiiory  of  our 
Hrst  Anieri.-an  ancestors,  John  Tower  and  .Margaret  ll)rook,  his  wile.  'V\\v  nieuu)- 
rial  is  nicely  situated  on  lot  No.  4S.".  in  the  High  Street  C'enietory  at  Hingliani, 
Mass.  This  lot  was  i)urchased  on  September  1,  l!)()u,  and  joins  lot  No.  1  on  tlie 
west  where  the  remains  of  our  ancestors  are  said  to  liave  been  inteirod. 

A  vault  has  been  placed  under  the  memorial  for  urns,  archives  and  rec- 
ords. One  copper  box  hermetically  sealed,  and  two  uins  containing  various 
documents  and  records  of  the  Society  have  already  been  placed  in  the  vault.  It 
is  hoped  that  records  of  similar  kind  may  be  added  from  time  to  rime. 

The  committee  has  received  contributions  varying  from  ten  cents  to  (ifty 
dollars  which  reiiresent  donations  l)y  a  large  numlior  of  interested  memhcMs  ami 
friends.  A  few  jiledgcs  (some  of  which  are  conditional)  liave  not  been  paid. 
When  these  are  paid,  there  will  still  be  due  a  Ijalance  of  three  humlred  and 
thirty  one  (oVA)  dollars.  Tlie  Fxecutive  Hoard  lias  iuslructod  the  Treasurer 
of  the  Society  to  pay  this  sum,  as  soon  as  i)ossihlc,  in  full  sottleineni  of  the 
entire  cost. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

(;]<:oRGi':  warrio.x  towfii, 

(Miairmaii   of  Momoriiil  C'oinuiittee. 


REPORT    OF    COMMITTEE    ON    THE    COLLECTION    AND 
STUDY  OF  STATISTICS  CONCERNING  HEREDITY 

Mr.  Pnnldint  (Did  Fdlun-  Mi'iiilx'rs  of  the  l-Jj-cciitirr  lUxinl : 

In  making  my  report  for  tiiis  Committee  it  may  not  l^e  amiss  to  remind  yoa 
of  tlie  purpose  for  which  tlie  Committee  was  formed.  It  was  to  effect  plans  for 
an  nndertakinj^  by  the  Society  of  what  may  be  designated  as  the  study  by  sta- 
tistical methods  of  the  Inheritance  of  family  traits.  Details  leading  to  tlu'  i)ro- 
posal  of  such  a  study  may  be  found  in  tiie  inlruduction  to  the  Third  .Annual 
Reijort. 

It  is  due  entirely  to  the  nature  of  the  investigation  itself  that  even  the 
initial  steps  have  not  been  taken.  Althougii  1  was  elected  chairnum  of  the 
Committee,  it  was  proposed  to  i)lace  the  studies  in  charge  of  Professor  William 
Lawrence  Tower  of  the  University  of  Chicago,  who  is  an  expert  in  tliis  lield. 
It  was  at  first  suggested  that,  dfsi)ite  lack  cf  funds  for  the  pro|)er  conduct  oi 
such  an  undertaking,  tentative  studies  should  bt;  made.  For  these,  however, 
it  was  necessary  to  secure  the  collaboration  of  Professor  Tower.  Conesiiond- 
ence  with  him  and  with  the  second  member  of  our  committee.  Dr.  Ralph  Win- 
fred  Tower,  Curator  of  the  Zoological  Section  of  the  American  .Museum  of  Nat- 
ural History,  New  York,  resulted  in  general  agreement  that  the  investigation 
should  Ije  deferred  until  its  success  could  lie  assured  by  aileciuate  hnancial  back- 
ing and  a  more  widely  diffused  interest  among  our  members.  I'luh'r  these  con- 
ditions, which,  it  is  lioixnl,  may  lie  providt-d  at  no  distant  date,  we  could,  in  the 
judgment  of  Professor  Tower,  expect  success. 

Respectfully  sulimitted, 

CARL  VIORNON   TOWIOR, 

.Member    of    Committee. 


Address  J)cli\cre(l  !)}• 

MR.  JOSEPH  GAYLORD  REASER 

of  Cambridge,   Massachusetts 

i\ei)rc-<L'iitini;-  the   Walworth   M  annlaeturini;"  t'Min])an_\'  nf   I'.n-^loii, 
at  the   J'^itth    Reunion  of  the  Tower    l-'aniily, 
I  lin.^ham.  Mass.,  July  j,  I(ji4. 


a  I  WAY  back.  Ions  before  C'ohunbus  discovered  America  or  the  Pilgrim 
l'\ithers  found  Plynioutli  Rock,  we  are  told  in  tl\e  Book  of  C'.encsis  tiiat 
.^^  Sell!  bei;at  Enos,  Enos  begat  Cainan  and  .so  on,  down,  until  wo  get  to 
^rOiH  John  Tower,  who  1  understand  landed  in  Hingham  in  IGMT  and  earnestly 
and  successfully  continued  the  good  work.  When  we  consider  that 
Father  Seth  lived  ;il2  years,  he  doesn't  seem  to  have  had  anything  on  John 
Tower,  as  we  contemplate  this  collection  of  Towers  here  today. 

Next  to  btuig  a  descendant  on  your  fatlier's  side  from  a  Pennsylvania  Dutch- 
man and  on  vour  mother's  side  from  some  quarrelsome  Scotch  clansmen,  I 
don't  know  but  I  should  choose  to  be  a  Tower.  I  really  feel  rather  inferior 
among   such    a    crowd    of    people    who    can   trace    their   ancestors   so    far    back. 

However,  my  only  sister  thinks  she  has 
I'eceutly  discovered  tliat  she  is  a  daug'n- 
ter,  or  stepdaugliter,  of  the  Revolution. 
If  she  is  right  (it  doesn't  matter 
whether  she  is)  then  I  must  l)e  a  son  of 
tiie  Revolution,  and  tluit  helps  some.  Y.y 
sister  is  also  suspicious  that  our  name 
used  to  be  Von  Reaser  and  that  helps 
some  more,  although  1  don't  know  why. 
I  am  satisfied  if  they  do  not  spell  my 
name  R-e-i-s-e-r.  It  is  sometimes  well 
enough  not  to  dig  too  deej)  into  past  his- 
tory. My  sister  has  evidently  struck 
something  unpleasant,  because  she  has 
very  suddenly  stoiiped  her  investigations. 
When  I  agreed  to  represent  the  great 
Walworth  .\huuifacturing  Company  at 
tliis  reunion,  1  had  not  read  the  Program. 
Later,  when  1  discovered  that  there  were 
to  be  present  Professors  and  Honorables, 
Doctors  of  Law  and  Doctors  of  Divinity, 
;uul  high  above  and  over  all,  your  own 
distinguished  citizen,  a  man  who  could 
and  has  governed  the  greatest  Com- 
monwealtli  on  earth,  who  could  and 
did  build  the  best  if  not  the  biggest 
.\avy  in  the  world,  and  wlio  could  if  he 
.vanted    to,    preach    a   better  sermon    than 


any  oi'  you.  I  sat  ui»  and  took  notice. 

However  mixed  or  otherwise  my  pedigree 
proud  distinction  of  lieing  the  son  and  nai 
most  noble  men  that  ever  lived, — a  Doctor  ol 
hyterian   (^hurcb,   who   jireached   (Mirist  consistently 


may  he,  I  have  the 
■sake      of      one      of      the 

Divinity  in  the  Prcs- 
r  lifly  years  and  just  as 
consistently  followed  in  Tlis  footstei)s,  and  always  with  tlie  most  kindly  and 
cheerful  tolerance  for  other  creeds,  especially  for  .Methodists,  lie  always  said 
that  if  they  thought  they  had  found  an  easier  way  to  get  to  Heaven,  he  was 
glad  of  it  a.-i.d  it  did  not  really  nuike  much  differenee  so  long  as  they  hnally  got 
there,  except  ix-rhaps  that  they  missed  th<>  nmst  comfortable  and  up-to-date 
mode  of  travellini;. 
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I  hope  you  will  pardon  nie  for  this  talk;  my  idea  is  to  establish  the  fact 
that  I  have  some  rank,  however  lowly  it  may  be,  and  am  therefore  worthy  to 
represent  that  great  New  England  Institution,  the  Walworth  Manufacturing 
Company, — whose  creed  has  always  been  Honesty — in  paying  their  respects  and 
congratulations  to  George  Warren  Tower,  who  for  Hfty  years  served  them  earn- 
estly, honestly,  faithfully  and  loyally,  and  whose  name  is  still  on  Uw  [lay-roU 
and  will  probably  l)e  there  as  long  as  he  lives. 

I  entered  the  employ  of  the  Walworth  .Manufacturing  Coiui)any  twenty-three 
years  ago  at  about  the  time  tluit  Mr.  Caleb  ('lark  Walworth's  health  failed  liim 
and  so  was  not  fortunate  enough  to  know  him  very  well.  I  do  know,  however, 
that  his  examjjle  and  precepts  stamped  themselves  indelibly  on  the  doings  of  thi^ 
Comijany  and  aJl  who  were  connected  with  it  and  tliat  liis  motto,  •Loyalty  to 
Family  and  Friends,"  influenced  and  moulded  the  lives  of  every  one  who  came 
in  contact  with  him. 

It  was  Ceorge  Warren  Tower  and  men  like  him  who  made  the  I.  W.  W.s 
impossil)le.  It  was  George  Warren  Tower  and  men  like  him  that  made  it  un- 
necessary for  us  to  wear  our  ('onntry's  I-'lag  from  time  to  time;  wlio  made  it  un- 
necessary, as  i1  now  is  necessary,  for  us  to  bo  satisfied,  if  our  foreign  population 
will  simply  acknowledge  our  God  and  our  Flag  and  refrain  from  defaming 
either. 

From  our  Company's  records,  I  find  tluit  Cieorge  Warren  Tower  began  work 
for  the  Walworth  Manufacturing  Company  as  a  Machinist  in  Aiiril,  ISii^,  and  in 
April,  l.S(i7,  was  nuide  a  Foreman,  or  to  be  more  exact,  a  Division  Superintend- 
ent and  luid  charge  of  what  we  call  our  Tap  Job,  until  he  retired  .May  1st,  19K5. 
His  term  of  service  covered  a  jieriod  of  fifty  years, — a  half  century  of  intelligent, 
faithful,  honest  and  loyal  service,  loved  and  respected  l).v  his  fellow  W(u-kers,  as 
well  as  by  his  employers  and  by  every  one  who  knew  him. 

.No  matter  to  what  greater  heights  othei'  Towers  have  reached,  George  War- 
ren Tower's  achievement  is  one  of  which  any  one  of  you,  Lawyers,  Doi  tors,  Pro- 
fessors, Jinlges,  or  Preachers,  could  well  be  ])roud,  and  the  Great  Walworth  Com- 
pany are  pleased,  through  my  humble  rei)resentation,  to  send  their  love  and 
best  wishes  to  (Jeorge  Warren  Tower,  a  skilled  mechanic,  and  that  highest  type 
of  .American  citizen, — a  Christian  gentleman. 


.XOTICF — It  is  tlie  earnest  desire  of  the  Executive  oUicers  of  I'ne  Society 
that  eacli  and  every  descendant  of  .lohn  Tower'  of  nuiture  years  turnisli  the 
Committee  on  Genealogical  and  Biographic:al  Research  a  short  biograpliical 
sketch  of  his  or  her  life.  Biogiaphy  adds  the  needed  flavor  to  luake  genealogy 
interesting. 

Please  mail  all  biographical  sketclies  to  Walter  Lamont  Tower.  Chairman 
of  the  Hiograi)hical  Couuuittee,  Postoffue  Lock  Pox  .\o.  lOi',  Dalton.  .Mass. 

(See   (JllM-i;il    Kcconis,    N'olunie    I,    |..i>;cs   (I'.i.    Td   ;iihI     ISl,      l!c,(,i-,l  in  ^    S,MTrt:iry .] 


PA.XA.MA-PACIFIC  FXPOSITIOX— Shall  tlie  Sixth  Reunion  of  the  Tower 
family  b(>  held  in  California  during  the  Panaiua-Pacific  Fxi)osition'.'  The  expo- 
sition managers  have  i)rovided  a  meeting  place  for  societies  of  our  kind.  .\re 
you  tiiinking  of  crossing  tlie  continent  in  P.)ir>'.'  If  so,  w<miI('  you  not  like  to  go 
with  descendants  of  other  colonial  families  and  meet  representatives  of  sonu' 
thirty-fiv(i  family  associations  invited  to  join  in  the  great  Colonial  Congress  that 
the  exjiosition  managers  i)lan?  In  no  other  way,  we  believe,  will  the  journey 
bring  so  much  enjoyment  at  so  low  a  cost,  as  i)Ians  are  under  way  for  a  colonial 
train  to  leave  Boston  taking  on  passengers  at  leading  cities  along  the  route. 
Write  your  views  on  the  question  to  Walter  Lamont  Tower,  Corresponding  Sec- 
retary, Postofllice  Lock  Box  .No.  102,  Dalton,  Mass.,  who  will  be  very  glad  to  give 
you  further  information.  Please  remember,  lu)  obligation  of  any  sort  is 
asked,  merely  the  knowledge  whether  you  hope  to  go,  in  (uiler  to  eiial)le  us  to 
guage  the  possibilities  of  concerted  action.  PRFSl  DIO.XT. 


Address    I  )cli\erL'd   by 
FRANCIS  EMORY  TOWER,  D.D., 

of  Albany,  New  York 

Suijcriiilendenl   of  the    Law   and   (  (rdcr    Leas^iie   (if   the   State   of   Xew 

\'ork,  at   the    h'iflh   !\eunion  of   the  Tower   l'"ainily, 

llinj^hani,    .Massaidiusetts,  July    J.    i(ji4. 


MILESTONES   OF  REFORM 


o 


NIC  of  the  ablest  men  whom  our  country  has  ever  ijrodueed   was  ])v.  R.  S. 
Ston-s,  of  Hrooklyn.  Xew  York. 

In    liis    memorabhj    IJosIoii    address,    eulogistic    ot    the    Puritans,    he 
sums  up  the  subject  by  sayiiiM  that   they  were  "i 
phrase    reformers.      And 


l;ii(l    tlie    foundations    tor    all    tl.... 

meuls   that    have   si,i;nalix.i'd   modern   limes 


■rs," — or  in   modern 

(arelul    thou.nht    it    will    be    fouiir]    liiat    they 

moial,    social    and    political    advance    inove- 


Amoim  these  the  teiU- 
|)crate  reform  stauils  in 
the  front  rank  not  only 
because  of  its  intrinsic  ini- 
|)ortance,  but  also  becairse 
of  the  liercem^ss  of  die 
stru,i;,i;l..  whi.-h  has  been 
Koinj;  on  lor  more  than 
seventN  years,  and  at  this 
very  hour  is  beiiiLi  wa^ed 
more    fiercely   than    ever. 

It  has  advanced  by 
stages;  problem  after 
problem  has  had  to  be 
solved;  milestone  after 
milestone  has  had  to  be 
passed.  And  tlie  time  has 
come  when  it  is  well 
worth  while  to  survey 
tiiese  staj^es  and  take  ac- 
count of  these  milestones 
in   due   order. 

And  the  first  in  lo.gical 
se(|uence  is  tlie  Dlt'TIOX- 
A1{V  .MILIOSTONE  — wo 
had  to  define  the  word 
tem|)eiance  and  learn  def- 
initely what   it  means. 

For  at  the  outset  no  one 
knew.  The  date  of  begin- 
ning; is  definitely  fixed  as 
istn.  wlien  the  reform 
started  under  tlu;  name  of 
the  W'ashingtonian  move- 
ment, and  it  is  indeed  true 
that  it  started  at  the  fcjot  of  the  hill;  Uw  even  the  leaders  were  in  the  daik  and 
made  a  grotes(iue,  though   not   unnatural   blumler. 

For  their  definition  of  temperance  was  '"moderate  drinking" — drink  until 
you  are  full  but  be  careful  not  to  run  over! — take  on  a  comfortaide  load,  l)ut  he 
farefui  not  to  get  on  so  heavy  a  .jag  that  you  (an't  get  home  without  making- 
Virginia  fences  along  the  road! 
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Such  was  their  definition  of  temperance;  and  tlie  pledge  which  they  cir- 
culated read  as  follows:  "We,  the  undersigned,  hereby  pledge  ourselves  to 
abstain  from  the  use  of  intoxicating  liquors  as  a  beverage  except  ale,  beer, 
wine  and  ciderl" 

The  condition  of  things  at  tliat  time  is  well  nigh  incredible  to  us  of  today. 
Everybody  drank.  If  anyone  called  at  your  house  you  were  expected  as  a 
matter  of  eti(iuette  to  set  forth  some  grog;  and  if  the  guest  had  refused  to 
partake  you  would  have  been  mortally  offended.  Liquor  occupied  ihe  same 
place  that  tea  and  coffee  do  today. 

According    to    present   standards    we    were    a    nation    of    drunkards.      One 

The  record  book  of  one  of  these  old-time  parsons  was  found  the  other 
day  and  it  is  said  tliat  the  account  of  one  day  reads  as  follows:  "Made  four- 
teen pastoral  calls;  read  fourteen  chapters  in  the  New  Testament;  offered 
fourteen  prayers;   drank  fourteen  mugs  of  flip"! 

He  was  no  shirk;  he  did  his  whole  duty;  and  doubtless  went  home  in  a 
very  spiritu(ous)al  state  of  mind. 

Everybody  drank,  and  not  many  were  very  careful  about  the  moderation 
either;  most  people  felt  about  the  matter  very  much  as  the  little  girl  did  about 
the  mince  pie. 

She  had  had  a  piece  and  enjoyed  it.  She  then  asked  for  a  second  piece. 
Her  mother  reluctantly  gave  her  another  small  piece.  She  finished  tiiat  and 
then  she  had  the  cheek  to  tease  for  a  third  piece,  whereat  her  mother  lialked 
and  said,  "Xo,  no,  my  child,  it  would  make  you  sick."  She  rellected  upon  the 
matter  with  great  intentness  for  a  few  minutes,  and  then  in  a  tone  of  sincere 
resignation  she  said,  "Well,  muzzer,  give  me  anuzzer  piece  and  send  for  the 
doctor"! 

This,  I  grant,  is  an  amusing  story,  but  it  is  full  of  instruction.  That 
mother  had  the  right  idea  of  temperance  as  a  principle;  viz.,  stop  at  the  point 
of  Injury;  however  appetite  may  plead  or  desire  impel,  do  not  go  so  far  in 
indulgence  as  to  do  damage  to  yourself. 

This  is  temperance  as  a  principle.  The  little  girl  was  willing  for  the 
risk  to  go  farther  and  this  is  intemperance. 

And  now  I  imagine  I  liear  some  one  say,  "Does  not  this  statement  justify 
our  forefathers  in  a  moderate  use  of  intoxicants"?  I  answer,  yes,  if  it  were 
true,  as  they  actually  thought  and  believed,  that  a  moderate  use  of  the  milder 
forms  of  stimulants  would  not  be  harmful  and  might  possil^ly  be  benefuial. 
They  actually  thought  so,  and  there  was  no  certain  evidence  then  to  the  con- 
trary, and  we  must  excuse  them.  They  acted  up  to  the  light  they  had  and 
inaugurated  the  great  reform  and  we  honor  them  accordingly. 

lint  how  is  it  with  us?  Light  has  come.  "Star-eyed  Science  uttered  her 
voice  and  settled  this  question  beyond  a  cavil";  and  we  now  know  what  they 
did  not  know,  viz.:  that  alcoliol  is  simply  one  of  the  poisons.  It  cannot  serve 
as  food.  It  is  not  fit  for  drink.  It  will  not  make  you  warmer  in  winter  or 
cooler  in  summer,  but  the  opposite.  It  will  not  enable  you  to  do  moi-e  work 
or  endure  greater  hardships,  but  the  reverse. 

They  have  proved  all  this  over  in  Germany  by  their  rigid  methods  that 
do  not  {idmit  of  mistake.  They  have  done  it  by  actually  testing  the  effect  of 
alcohol  upon  all  the  i)owers  of  man. 

For  example,  they  have  a  man  lift  on  the  lifting  machine  and  note  the 
results: — give  him  some  liquor  and  let  him  try  again  and  he  cannot  lift  as 
much.     Tn  one  case  it  reduced  his  power  one  third. 

Have  him  hold  out  his  hand  and  see  how  long  he  can  hold  it  before  It 
begins  to  waver;  give  him  some  liquor  and  let  him  try  again— he  cannot  hold 
it  as  long. 

Test  his  eyes:  see  at  what  distance  he  can  read  the  h-tters  of  tlie  alpha- 
bet, just  as  when  you  go  to  have  your  glasses  adjusted.  Give  him  some  li(iuor 
and  have  him  try  again;  he  cannot  do  as  well,  he  has  to  draw  nearer  to  read 
the  letters. 

Test  his  memory:  read  off  to  him  rapidly  a  dozen  words  and  see  how 
many  he  can  repeat  correctly.  Give  him  some  liciuor  and  Wt  him  try  again; 
he  cannot  remember  as  many. 
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And  so  tliey  have  gone  on  actually  testing  by  practical  experiments  the 
effects  of  alcoliol  on  the  various  powers  of  man.  And  they  have  done  this, 
not  in  a  few  cases,  but  in  scores  and  hundreds,  taking  the  average  of  all,  so 
thnt  not  the  shadow  of  a  shade  of  doubt  can  possibly  remain.  And  thus  they 
tell  us  that  three  things  are  positively  and  immovably  established:  — 

First,  alcohol  impairs  (injures)  every  liuman  faculty  (body,  mind,  and 
soul). 

Second,  the  eftect  of  alcohol  is  more  pronounced  the  higher  and  more 
complex  tlic  faculty.  It  hurts  tlie  Ijody,  it  hurts  the  mind  more;  it  linrts  the 
soul  worst  of  all. 

Third,  the  effect  of  alcohol  is  cumulative,  growing  the  greater  the  longer 
the  drinking  habit  is  continued,  like  a  stone  I'olling  down  liill,  which  goes 
faster  and  faster  till  the  final  plunge  is  taken. 

What  now  does  temperance  mean  to  us?  What  was  the  principle?  Stop 
at  the  point  of  injury;  but  lo!  the  point  of  injury  here  is  the  first  point,  and 
Ave  cannot  bo  allowed  to  begin.  The  principle  of  temperance  rules  alcohol 
completely  out. 

And  so  we  now  know  wliat  temperance  means — total  abstinence  for  the 
individual  and  no-license  for  the  community;  and  on  this  solid  basis  of  estab- 
lished scientific  fact  we  are  fighting  out  tlie  great  conflict  and  will,  until  the 
pean  of  triumph  goes  up  over  the  last  great  victory,  not  so  very  far  in  the 
future,  thai  shall  sweep  from  our  great  country  one  of  the  direst  curses  that 
ever  afflicted  mankind. 

There  was  once  a  school  boy  who  was  told  that  he  must  write  a  composi- 
tion. He  cast  about  for  a  subject,  and  very  shrewdly  made  choice  of  a  pin— 
for  no  one  can  deny  that  this  is  a  poiiitvil  subject. 

And  this  was  his  composition  as  he  read  it  in  the  presence  of  the  whole 
scliool:  "My  friends,  pins  are  a  very  useful  article.  A  pin  consists  of  tliree 
parts,  a  head,  a  stem  and  a  point;  and  jnns  have  saved  the  lives  of  a  great 
many  people!" 

After  school  the  teacher  called  him  forward  and  commended  his  effort, 
but  said,  "I  did  not  quite  understand  that  last  sentence.  You  say  pins  have 
saved  the  lives  of  a  great  many  people;  what  do  you  mean,  how  have  pins 
saved  the  lives  of  a  great  many  pt'ople?  "Why,"  said  he,  "by  not  swallowing 
them!" 

And  we  are  now  convinced  that  the  one  tiling  tliat  we  should  not  do  witli 
alcohol  is  to  swallow  it, — and  we  have  passed  the  first  great  milestone  of 
reform. 

Perhaps  the  st^cond  should  be  called  the  UNION  MILICSTONI-];  we  had 
to  learn  tlie  necessity  of  organized  and  united  effort. 

For  a  long  time  that  was  not  realized,  and  tlie  country  was  traversed  by 
individual  reformcM's,  free  lances,  who  agitated  against  the  drinking  habits 
of  the  people  upon  the  lecture  platform,  and  relied  upon  getting  the  people  to 
sign  the  pledge. 

Societies  indeed  were  formed  l)nt  tliey  were  not  correhited;  ea.h  went  its 
own  way  and  took  no  note  of  the  others;  and  their  numbers  multiplied  until 
the  alphabet  was  exhausted  in  giving  names — such  as  Washingtonians,  Good 
Templars,  Temple  of  Honor,  Reclial)ites,  W.  C.  T.  V.,  Y.  \V.  V.  T.  I'.,  and  su 
on  to  the  end  of  the  chapter. 

And  as  these  various  societies  cultivated  practically  the  same  field,  there 
was  friction,  and  interference,  and  rivalry,  and  a  very  bedlum  of  disagree- 
ment. 

IL  reminded  one  of  a  certain  family  where  both  the  husband  and  the  wife 
had  l)een  i)reviously  married  and  I'acli  had  a  group  of  cliildren.  In  due  time 
there  was  a  third  group  of  children  around  the  family  board.  One  day  there  was 
a  great  din  in  the  dooryard,  shouts  and  screams  and  sounds  of  blows.  Said 
the  husband  to  the  wife,  "Tell  me  what  is  the  matter?"  Slie  took  a  look 
from  the  window  and  then  replied:  "Your  children  and  //(//  cliildren  are  a  luck- 
ing on  our  cliildren,  and  tliat's  wliat's  the  matter."  It  was  a  family  quarrel 
and  a  bad  one.  And  such  had  come  to  be  vhe  condition  of  tilings  in  the  tem- 
perance family. 
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But  we  have  seen  the  light.  We  have  recognized  the  necessity  of  fighting 
the  enemy  and  not  each  other,  and  of  uniting  our  forces  for  this  fight;  and 
now  there  is  the  Anti-Saloon  League,  that  actually  undertak(>s  to  unite  all  the 
various  organizations  in  one  emhattled  host,  and  wherever  it  succeeds  in  doing, 
this  great  results  are  realized;  thus  we  are  passing  the  second  great  milestone 
of  reform. 

The  third  great  milestone  T  shall  call  the  Df^AMATK;  MH.ICSTOXF,  hut 
immediately  e.xplain  tliat  1  use  the  word  dramatic  in  its  etymological  sense 
and  not  in  its  theatrical  sense,  for  the  root  meaning  of  the  word  is  of  some- 
thing that  implies  action  as  distinguished  from  mere  talk. 

Xow  for  a  long  time  we  thought  that  we  could  win  this  great  tight  by 
talk,  by  speeches,  addresses,  and  all  tJiat  kind  of  agitation;  in  short  we- 
thought  that  the  only  battle  was  the  platform  battle.  And  tliere  are  all  too 
many  at  the  present  time  who  think  of  nothing  beyond. 

But  the  fact  is  we  won  the  platform  battle  long  years  ago.  '{'here  had 
to  be  such  a  battle.  We  had  to  show  that  the  weight  of  argument  is  with  the 
temperance  forces.  And  we  have  shown  it,  and  shown  it  so  forcefully  that  the 
liQuor  men  have  quit  the  i)latform  and  given  up  the  tigiit. 

When  have  you  heard  a  man  on  the  platform  defending  the  saloon,  the 
free  use  of  alcohol,  or  even  moderate  drinking?  1  warrant,  not  for  a  (juarter 
century  have  you  witnessed  such  a  phenomenon.  They  used  to  do  it,  and 
they  do  it  now  in  benighted  Russia. 

Only  a  short  time  ago  the  newspapers  told  how  a  man  rose  in  the  Russian 
Congress,  or  Douma,  as  it  is  called,  and  eulogized  tlie  liquor  trafhc  as'  it 
e.xists  in  that  country,  saying  that  it  cheers  the  peasant  in  his  toil,  aiid  fur- 
nishes a   big  revenue  to  the  government. 

T^nt  you  do  not  see  it  here.  They  were  soundly  beaten  in  the  battle  of 
argument  and  driven  ingloriously  from  the  platform. 

Of  what  profit  is  it  then  simply  to  keep  up  the  platform  battle?  The 
enemy  is  not  there  and  there  is  nothing  to  fight. 

^^'hat  would  you  think  of  an  army  that  liad  stood  fare  to  fare  with  an 
opposing  army  and  had  made  its  fire  so  tierce  and  accurate  that  that  opi)os- 
ing  army  had  broken  and  fled  and  disappeared;  and  yet  the  victorious  army 
stayed  in  che  sauu-  spot  and  kept  firing  away  over  tiie  same  old  battctield 
witli  noiliing  to  fire  at,  instead  of  pursuing  the  enemy? 

Something  like  this  a  great  many  reformers  are  doing  today. 

Xo  doubt  you  remember  how  it  was  that  the  Japanese  beat  the  Russian? 
in  that  great  naval  figlit  in  tlie  sea  of  Japan. 

The  Russians  had  more  ships  and  bigger  ships,  moie  guns  and  bigger 
guns,  more  men  and  bigger  men  (but  mostly  di-unk  on  Vodka),  and  vet  thev 
failed. 

And  why?  iiecause  they  did  not  aim  at  anytliing.  On  their  lofty  decks 
they  fired  off  their  guns  haphazard  into  the  air,  and  the  balls  went  straight 
over  the  smaller  Japanese  ships,  fell  into  the  sea  and  sank  harmless  to  the 
bottom. 

But  the  Japanese,  sober  and  patriotic,  on  tlieir  lower  decks,  took  careful 
aim.  every  ball  struck  fair,  the  Russian  hulls  gave  way,  in  rushed  the  water, 
and  they  do  say  that  now  the  Russians  have  the  finest  sithmarmr  navy  ever- 
known  in  the  history  of  tlie  world!  It  is  a  splendid  navy  but  it  is  all  at  the 
bottom  of  the  seal 

Now  of  what  profit  is  it  for  us  to  keep  firing  away  from  tlie  platform  when 
there  is  no  enemy  to  fire  at,  instead  of  hunting  him  down  in  liis  new  position? 

Where  did  he  go  when  he  left  the  platform?  Did  lie  (|uit  the  field  and 
give  up  the  fight? 

Ah  no'  he  is  with  us  still.  Look  around  and  see  a  thousand  millions 
invested  in  the  liquor  business;  the  land  checkered  with  two  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  of  tlie  breathing  holes  of  the  jiit;  our  I.,egislatures  controlled,  our 
oflficials  bought  up,  our  courts  disabled  and  our  entire  ixilitical  system'  cor- 
rupted by  the  machinations  of  the  rum  power;  ruined  homes,  weeping 
mothers,  broken-hearted  wives,  beggared  ciiildren  by  thousands  and  tens  of 
thousands  on  every  hand;  our  streets  disgraced  by  a  half  million  of  staggeriiip 
sols,  seven  hundred  thousand  Americans  dying  yearly  under  the  bludgeon  of 
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King  Alcuhol;  twenty  millions  more  wounded  and  reduced  21 M;  pf^r  cent,  in 
their  power  to  produce;  jails  tilled  with  rum  criminals,  and  poorliouses  and 
asylums  crowded  with  rum-cripples  and  rum-paupers;  an  enormous  burden  of 
taxes  heaped  n|)on  our  shoulders,  and  money  values  destroyed  to  the  astound- 
ing total  of  si.xteen  thousand  millions  of  dollars  annually — enough  to  buy  up 
the  whole  of  Mexico  and  Central  America,  and  have  a  Rockefeller  fortune 
left!! 

Oh  no,  the  rum-power  did  not  quit  the  field  when  it  left  the  platform;  it  is 
with  us  still!     What  did  it  do? 

It  changed  its  base.  It  stei)ped  ris;ht  down  upon  the  pnnti'iil  level  and 
laid  hold  of  the  practical  social  forces  and  began  to  wield  them  against  us. 

And  tliere  you  will  find  them  at  the  caucus  packing  it  with  their  heelers, 
log  lolling  and  trading  and  getting  their  man  nominated  for  Supervisor,  and 
he  when  elected  turns  around  and  puts  them  on  the  jury  list,  till  in  many 
quarters  it  is  impossible  even  to  indict  a  rum-criminal,  to  say  nothing  of  con- 
victing him. 

And  there  you  will  find  them  uj)  among  the  legislators  at  the  State  Capi- 
tols, buying  them  up  with  unlimited  boodle  and  stopping  the  making  of  tem- 
perance laws,  or  even  breaking  down  those  we  have. 

And  there  you  will  find  them  in  the  courthouse  brow-beating  the  Judge 
and  the  District  Attorney,  threatening  them  with  political  disaster,  and  par- 
alyzing the  arm   of  justice. 

And  tliere  you  will  find  them  at  the  polls  on  election  day,  buying  up  votes, 
stuffing  ballot  boxes,  miscounting  returns,  determined  to  beat  you  by  all 
means,  foul  as  well  as  fair,  and  the  foul  preferred  to  the  fair. 

Practical,  intenselj   practical,  are  they  now  in  all  their  methods! 

Of  what  use  is  it  now  simply  to  cry  out  at  tlie  corners  of  tlie  streets  or 
shout  from  the  housetops? 

No,  no.  we  must  become  as  practical  as  they  are.  Wo  must  rally  to  that 
caucus  and  fill  it  with  good  men,  out-vote  them  (for  we  can),  break  their 
slate  and  get  a  man  nominated  for  Supervisor  who  will  have  respect  enough 
for  us  not  to  put  criminals  on  the  jury  list. 

We  must  keep  Avatch  of  the  men  we  send  to  the  Legislature  to  represent 
us  and  see  that  they  do  not  misrepresent  us. 

We  must  rally  around  our  Judges  and  District  Attorneys,  and  hold  up 
their  hands,  and  show  them  that  we  have  votes  and  nioie  of  them  than  tin- 
rummies. 

We  must  be  on  the  alert  on  election  day,  put  detectives  in  the  field  if 
iiecessai-y,  and  stop  their  unlawful  practises. 

We  must  be  as  practical  in  our  methods  as  they  are,  and  cliange  our  tacti(  s 
to  match  tlie  changes  of  theirs. 

Hut  alas!  there  are  some  people  who  can  never  do  this.  What  they  did 
yesterday  they  must  do  today  simply  because  they  did  it  yesterday;  what  they 
did  last  year  they  must  do  this  year  for  the  same  reason.  What  their  daddies 
did  they  must  also  do; — like  that  man  down  in  .Maine  who,  they  say,  votes  for 
General  Jackson  for  President  at  every  election,  though  Jackson  has  been 
dead   for  a   century! 

People  who  get  in  a  rut  and  can't  get  out! 

They  are  truly  unfortunate;  as  much  so  as  the  good  colored  brother  who 
got  married,  and  went  to  a  clergyman  who  used  the  full  church  service  in 
tying  the  knot.  The  dusky  bride  had  never  heard  it  before  and  it  phased  her; 
she  could  not  understand  it;  she  grew  suspicious,  and  when  the  minister 
readied  the  point  when  he  turned  his  eagle  eye  upon  her  and  said,  "You  take 
this  man  for  l)etter,  for  worse,"  she  could  not  hold  in  longer;  she  burst  out 
upon  him  point  blank,  exclaiming,  "No,  I  don't;  1  take  him  jess  as  he  is;  if 
he  gets  any  better  I'm  afraid  he'll  die,  and  if  he  gets  any  worse,  I'll  kill  him 
myself!" 

It  is  plain  that  this  brother  was  under  heavy  bonds  to  st.iy  about  as  he 
was;   it  would  not  do  for  him  to  change  much  one  way  or  the  other. 

And  so  there  are  people  who  cannot  change  their  tactics  to  meet  changed 
conditions — they  must  do  the  same  as  they  have  been  doing,  although  the  rea- 
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sons  for  doing  it  liave  entirely  vanished  and  a  new  set  of  conditions  has 
arisen. 

And  there  are  tliose  uf  today  who  can  inner  lliink  of  anytliinc;  in  the  way 
of  temperance   work  hnt  a   speech. 

Like  that  little  society  in  Rockland  County  that  saved  up  $2ri.(i0  and  delib- 
erated wluit  to  do  with  it,  and  could  think  ol  nothing  h>it  a  speech,  so  they 
sent  for  a  speaker  and  about  a  dozen  attended  the  meeting,  half  liked  her 
and  half  disliked  lier,  and  tlie  result  was  they  got  to  (luarrelling  and  disbanded 
altogether! 

Such  things  are  lamentable.  We  must  loam  lo  be  practical  and  to  adapt 
our  methods  to  the  situation. 

It  is  not  practical  to  make  laws  and  not  enforce  them.  And  it  is  not  prac- 
tical to  try  to  enforce  the  law  (as  too  often  is  tlie  case)  by  working  from  a 
small  local  basis,  such  as  a  town  or  a  village,  for  it  is  not  the  town  nor  the 
village,  nor  the  city  even  that  enforces  the  criminal  law,  but  the  count ii;  and 
when  a  tov.n  only  is  dealt  with  it  is  but  a  fragment  and  the  work  is  weak. 

The  District  Attorney  knows  that  if  he  fulfils  our  expectations  he  will 
alienate  the  saloon  vote  of  the  whole  county;  he  sees  he  cannot  afford  this 
for  the  sake  of  the  support  of  the  one  town,  and  to  save  himself  he  has  to 
side-step  and  let  us  fail. 

But  i  found  by  experience  that  if  1  would  act  logically  and  take  the 
county  as  my  basis,  and  begin  by  lining  up  tlie  upright  voters  and  getting 
their  names  in  black  and  white  to  a  statement  that  they  will  stand  by  the 
officers  in  doing  their  duty,  and  then  organize  them  into  a  county  Law  and 
Order  League  and  have  the  President  sign  the  complaint  and  thus  put  the 
whole  county  beliind  every  case — then  I  found  I  could  win  out  in  every 
instance.  I  have  organized  over  twenty  counties  in  the  state  of  Xew  York  and 
won  out  in  every  one;  and  my  personal  record  is  '2."»4  indictments  and  V1C-, 
convictions  and  fines  of  $12,150.00  and  numerous  jail  sentences. 

And  we  thus  liave  established  the  dramatic,  the  practical  milestone  of 
reform. 

Finally  we  come  to  the  EDUCATIOXAL  .MILKSTOXK  of  reform. 

It  was  a  hai)|)y  thought  in  the  mind  of  .Mrs.  Mary  H.  Hunt  that  tlie  nature 
of  alcohol  should  ))(,>  taught  to  children  in  our  schools;  and  she  gave  her  whole 
heart  and  soul  to  the  work  and  lived  to  see  the  iitnessary  laws  passed  In  every 
state  of  tlic  Union.  Tliis  was  a  mai-vclous  athicvomcnt  and  cannot  fail  of  ureat 
effect. 

But  a  further  work  remains  to  be  done.  Tlie  children  should  be  trained 
to  know  their  duties  as  citizens  and  voters,  and  imin-essed  with  the  sacred 
obligation  they  are  under  to  use  their  power  for  sobriety  and  good  order,  when 
they  come  of  age. 

It  is  a  strange  and  unaccountable  defect  in  our  school  system  that  this  kind 
of  training  has  l)een  (and  is  now)  almost  entirely  neglected.  In  some  countries 
(China  for  example)  such  training  constitutes  the  main  element  of  the  work  of 
the  schools. 

Strange  indeed  is  it  that  it  should  lie  neglected  here  where  the  people  rule 
and  they  are  in  the  greatest  need  of  being  taught  how  to  rule. 

What  could  be  more  unreasonable  on  its  face  than  that  the  state  should 
maintain  an  expensive  system  of  schools  in  which  nevertheless  not  a  word  is 
ever  said  about  the  duties  owed  to  that  state  and  the  conditions  necessary  to  its 
welfare?    This  is  very  much  like  the  play  of  Hamlet  with  Hamlet  left  out. 

The  children  are  in  the  state  schools  to  Ije  pre|)ared  for  citizenship,  and  this 
ought  to  be  kei)t  before  them  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  the  course.  And 
this  ought  not  to  be  left  to  a  few  formal  lessons.  But  this  thought  aud  the 
Bentiments  that  naturally  arise  therefrom  should  permeate  the  schoolroom  like 
an  atmosphere,  continually  imbuing  the'  minds  of  tlie  iiU|)ils  witli  sentiments 
of  patriotism,  loyalty  and  public  siiirit. 

Think  you  there  would  be  30,000  purchasalile  voters  in  the  state  of  Connec- 
ticut (for  exam|d(!)  and  that  the  legislature  would  be  notoriously  under  the 
thumb  of  opulent  cli(iucs,  if  the  boys  in  the  schools  from  the  primary  depart- 
ment u|i  Jiad  lie.Mi  trained  to  understand  the  ))inding  luiture  of  th(>  oatli  aud 
the  sacredness  of  the  ballot,  the  turintude  of  unfaithfulness  in  public  office  and 
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tile  utter  infamy  ol  selliim  one's  vote,  which  is  tantamount  to  .-;(  llin.;;  oii(.''s  iriau- 
hooil? 

I  eannot  helieve  it.  Tlie  disgrace  ot  tlie  XutmeK  State,  like  that  of  many 
others,  is  largely  the  result  of  this  astonishing  defect  in  our  school  system. 

Here  is  a  .Milestone  that  is  not  yet  fully  passed.  Here  is  a  nolile  work  for  an- 
other Mrs.  Hunt,  needful  not  only  for  reform  but  for  the  stability  of  our  free 
institutions.  Good  citizens  are  the  only  material  out  of  which  a  pure  govern- 
ment or  a  prosperous  community  can  be  built.  We  may  well  reflect  seriously 
and  constantly  upon  the  eloquent  words  of  Sir  William  .Tones  when   he  writes: 

"What  constitutes  a  State? 
.\ot  liigh   raised  battlements  t)r  labored   mound. 

Thick  walls  or  moated  gate; 
Not  cities  proud  with  spires  and  turrets  crowned; 

Not  broad  armed  ports 
Where  laughing  at  the  storm  strong  navies  ride; 

Not  starred  and  spangled  courts 
Wliere  low-browed  baseness  wafts  perfume  to  pride:  — 

But  men,  high-minded  men; 
Men   who   their  duties   know,  and   knowing   dare   maintain. 

Prevent  the  long  aimed  blow 
And  smite  the  tyrant  while  they  rend  the  chain. 

These  constitute  a  State; 
While  sovereign  Law  that  States  collective  will, 

O'er  thrones  and  globes  elate, 
Sit.s  Empress,  crowning  good,  repressing  ill." 


NOTICK — .Membership  dues  have  come  in  very  well  for  the  past  year,  but 
there  are  still  a  few  unpaid.  An  carh/  rcuntlainc  nf  Ixid,-  iliics  irunUl  be  uf  ma- 
terial assialiiiirc,  cspccidUii  as  the  ej-pciisis  for  tin-  i;n4  reunion  idkI  the  eosl  of 
the  iiuhlieation  of  this  re})ort  niU  leave  the  treasinii  m  a  (hjiletfl  ■  oiulilKiu. 

IS.'O  liv-l.iws  ill  Foiiitli  .ViiiniMl  n.-poil,  litTJ,  |.;i-c  .n,  .\  KT  K -l.i:  \1[,  Section  1, 
Fisi;il    Vc:ir;    and    .\iri'iri.K    \' I  1 1,    Sccliiui    1,    I  Hirs— 'riiMsiircr.  I 


ff-:;.: 'Tliere  aic  no  salaiics  attacheil  to  the  Tower  Cenealogical  Society.  The  Mx- 
ecutive  Board  Ijcais  the  brunt  of  the  work.  It  is  an  orgaiii/.ation  of  high,  social 
equality  and  among  the  best  corporations  of  the  kind  to  be  found.  .1  iordial 
invitation  is  crtended  hi/  the  l-Lveenlive  Hoard  to  everii  'J'oiver  deseendant  lo 
join  loi/allil  in  our  nork.  If  ijon  are  not  alicadi/  a  nu'inlter  tit  the  NociC///.  send 
$1.01)  to  our  Tniisurer.  You  iviU  then  ]><■  enrolled  as  an  annual  nii'inliev  and 
receive  a  eertijoate  of  ineni  i'ersli  ip  nliicli  is  suitable  for  franiin;/.  You  shuuUl 
n-ap  all  thr  lienetits  of  this  Sotiitii.  We  neeil  iiour  help,  and  it  inll  nan  ijoa  to 
join.     Do  it  iioir. — President. 


CO.XTl.MTl':   THIS    POLICY 


Samiiles  of  every  form  of  literature  issued  liy  this  Society  have  been  pre- 
sented to  the  Recording  Secretary  and  filed  for  future  reference.  These  include 
Booklets— such  as  First  and  Second  Calls  for  reunions,  Programs,  Circulars  and 
Circular  Letters,  Post  Cards,  Membership  Badges,  Committee  and  Reunion  Guide 
lUidgcs,  Blank  Charts,  .Membership  Aiiplication  Blanks,  Letterheads,  Envelopes. 
.Memorial  Pamphlets,  Offirial  .\otic(s,  Halftone  Photographs,  Preliminary  and 
.Annua!   Rcpoi-'.s,  etc.,  etc. 
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Address    Delix'cred    by 

MR.   FRANK   WARREN   TOWER 

of   Springfield,   Massachusetts, 

al   tlic    l'"il'lli    Aniuial    Kcunidn   u\    ihr   Tuwcr    l'"ainily, 
I  I  iii^hani.  .Mass.,    July  J,  Ii>i4. 

OUR  KINDRED 
FAMILY  ORGANIZATION  POSSIBILITIES 


■^^^  Hl'].\  our  coiniiKin  ancostor  decided  to  come  to  America,  leaviiij;  Old  i'^n^- 
\  I  /  ^^iii'l.  taking  his  cliaiu-e  of  sucrtss  or  failure,  lie  was  |>lainly  inllueiued 
^^y  liy  a  strons;  reliKi'-us  motive,  as  well  as  ambitious  to  imi)rove  liis  worldly 
I ouelitlon.  Rvidently  his  desire  for  religious  liberty  was  paramount  over 
any  nioi-e  seltish  thouiAlit,  altbouMh  .such  a  motive  ini,i;bt  also  have  been 
a  great  fai'tor. 

The  three  towers  shown  on  our  coat  of  arms  niiiiht  well  signify  to  us  Piety, 
Patriotism,  and  Protecticui.  lioth  Patriotism  and  I'roicction  typify  the  home. 
The  tower  syml)olizes  a  place  of  security,  a  place  of  dcrciisc. 

Our  ancestor  erected  a  place  of  refuge,  a  defence  against  all  (Miemics,  jjrob- 
abl.\'   near  this  old    home,  and   because  of  his  ejuM'gctic   jirotectiun,    we,   of  today, 

are    now    enjoying    peace,    pros- 
perity, and    the   pursuit   of  ha|i- 

I'atriotism  has  ever  been 
oTie  of  our  attributes.  .Many  of 
cur  family  have  fought  for 
their  country  to  establish  their 
civil  liberty,  and,  with  the 
same  tt'naciiy  of  jiurpose 
and  jiersexcrancc  maintained 
tlnoughoiit  the  many  years 
thai  we  have  been  represented 
in  this  country,  we  shall  (xjn- 
tinue  to  .shield  our  homes,  to 
be  |o>al  (()  our  country,  and 
steadfastly  continue  in  all  that 
I)erlains   to    right   and   lionor. 

We  believe  in  i)rogress,  ad- 
vancement, not  only  in  things 
intellectual,  but  in  all  forward 
movements  that  help  both  our- 
selves and  others  to  attain 
success.  Our  kindred  are  devo- 
tional; in  them  the  religious 
principle  is  iironounced.  We 
ari>  cautious,  prudent,  enthusi- 
astic, and  zealous  in  our  occii- 
lialions,  i»crsistent  and  perse- 
vering in  tlie  accomplishment 
of  the  end  sought.  We  are  am- 
bitious, desiring  to  achieve,  as- 
piring to  the  higher  intluences 
of  life  and  oi)port unity.  Ano  we  are  home  lovers,  ap|)reciating  its  comforts,  its 
shelter,  its  independence,  and  its  urotection. 

While  these  clmraeteristica  may  he  claimed  by  others,  we  claim  them  in  all 
tlieir  fiilnes.s  as  our  endowment  from  onr  common  ancestor.  Through  the  efforts 
of  our  ancestors  we  are  now  surrounded  by  countless  blessings,  which  should 
inspire  us  to  use  our  talents,  iiowever  small,  to  l)enetit  the  interests  of  the  fam- 
ily for  its  future  uidift. 


ADDRESS    DKIJVEREi:)    HY    .MR.    FRANK    WARREN    TOWER  liH 

111  our  combined  activity,  through  the  lucdiuin  of  this  family  orKaiii/atlon, 
we  have  the  inspiration  of  co-operation,  and  our  duties  should  be  deemed  iirivi- 
leges.  "We  should  look  ui),  out  and  forward,  and  each  lend  a  hand."  Our  >ilti- 
nuite  aim,  as  a  family,  should  be  to  become  great. 

The  road  to  greatness  is  to  remember  the  unselfishness  of  the  |)asr,  he  grate- 
ful foi-  kindnesses  received,  and  to  know  that  friendliness,  good  nature,  and  fia- 
lernal  affection  are  tlie  best  things  in  ilie  world,  because  in  ibn  last'  ;inalysis 
they  wear  longest. 

The  love  of  country,  the  patriotic  enthusiasm,  the  sjiirit  of  indei)endence, 
the  love  of  religious  liberty,  that,  animated  our  ancestor,  should  animate  us  also 
of  the  later  generations.  Reverence  for  religion  and  moral  instruction  seems 
to  have  been  the  underlying  princii)le  u|)on  which  all  of  our  name  art;  relying. 
What  will  the  future  mean  to  us  as  a  family?  What  will  be  the  motive  imi.elling 
us  to  achieve  in  the  days  to  come?  Shall  we  not  maintain  the  honor  of  the  fam- 
ily as  in  the  past? 

Our  ancestor  started  aright,  with  reverence  and  love  to  (iod  and  parents. 
He  imbibed  the  principles  of  love  of  lionn^  and  coiiulry,  and  his  training  and' 
environment  led  him  to  i)ut  his  faith,  love,  and  trust,  in  a  lligli.-r  I'ow.-r,  f.-ding 
.secure  in  his  Heavenly   Father's  protection. 

As  Piety  has  been  the  foundation  upon  which  our  forefathers  builded,  so 
we,  now,  must  idaoe  our  reliance  upon  a  Higliei-  Power.  With  such  iissistan.'e 
we  shall  be  able  to  overcome  all  obstacles,  and  when  we  pass  to  our  reward  we 
shall  ho|)e  to  hear  for  all  by  the  name  of  Tower. 

"Well    done,   good    and    faithful    servant; 
Enter  thou  into  the  joy  of  th.\-   Lord." 


A  PROCRAM   WORTH    WHl 

All  .Addrer^sc's — Speeches,  Rei)orts  by  ibe  Otlice 
proved  ]ty  either  the  Society  or  Executive  Hoard,  a 
jjermanent  record  ink  and  signed  by  the  original  ai 
then  become  strictly  authentical  and  are  givi-n  the 
and  fih-d  as  archives  for  future  reference. 
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WHY    NOT   AN    ESTABLISHED    PRECEDENT? 

Scrapbooks.  Numbers  1.  li,  3,  4,  etc.,  are  used  by  the  Recording  Secretary  in 
connection  with  the  lecords  for  filing  all  official  correspondence  in  reference  to 
meetings  of  the  Society  and  of  the  Executive  Poard,  including  letters  of  recom- 
mendation for  changes  in  the  by-laws  as  well  as  newspai)er  rlipjiings  which  may 
he  of  special  iiiten^st  to  the  Society. 


Address    iJelivcrc.l   l;y 
MR.  DANIEL  WEBSTER  TOWER. 

(Irand   lva])i(ls,    Alichimaii 

rrcsidcnl  (iraiid   Rapids    llrass  <."c  >iii])aii  y, 

at  the    iMt'th    Reunion  of  the  Tower    l''aniily. 

lliu^iiani,  Massaeluisetls,  jidy  j.   11)14- 

A  TWENTIETH  CENTURY  VISION  OF  OUR  HONORED 

ANCESTORS 

John  and  Margaret   (Ibrook)   Tower 


RchiNrc.s  a  ml  Frifinls  : 

y^^\  HI': RIO  may  be  some  among  you  who  feel    warranted   in  questioning  tlie 
i~^     aiii)r(Ji)riateness  of  the  title  1  have  selected  tor  my  address  today. 
^-^  Possibly    1   am    presumptuous   in   trying  to   portray  to  you   the   ehar- 

acter,  thoughts,  and   physical  appearance  of  two   people   who  joined    the 
great  majority  over  two  handled  years  ago. 
However,  it  is  my  desire  to  present  to  you  a   woid  puture  ot  our  respected 
ancestors  as  1   would  want   them   to  appear  could   we   l)y  tlie  waving  of  a  magi- 
cian's wand  be  i)lace(l   back  in  the  age  in   which  they  lived,  loved,  and  wrought 
for  our  lieneht. 

lieing  a  l)usy  man,  iierhaps  1  liave  not  given  adeciuate  tinu'  or  thouglit  to 
niy  ancestors,  or  Ijurncd  unicli  midnight  oil  in  leading  ot  their  lil'e  acliieveimuits. 

It  has  always  been  my  strong  wish  Lo 
make  the  most  of  myself,  to  see  what  I 
might  become  in  a  mental  and  s|ii ritual 
way,  rather  than  to  rely  too  strongly  on  the 
name  and  reputation  of  my  forefathers. 
1  am  not  indifferent  to  the  name  I  boar, 
and  confess  that  1  feel  an  inner  satisfac- 
ioii  in  liein.g  invited  to  address  you  in 
onor  of  our  common  ancestors,  John  and 
Margaret  Ilirook  Tower. 

if  there  were  in  e.xistenee  iiortraits,  he 
hey  ever  so  crude,  or  written  descriptions 
•  if  .lolm  and  his  good  wife,  it  would  be  a 
much  easier  task  that  confronts  me,  at 
this  date;  so  far  as  I  can  learn,  tliere  re- 
mains iM'actic'ally  nothing  of  tins  nature 
that  would  assist  one  in  foi-ming  conclu- 
sions as  to  their  personal  nature  and  ap- 
|)carance. 

When  we  look  at  a  portrait  we  can,  in 
some  degree,  form  oiiinions  as  to  the  cdiar- 
arter,  haliits,  and  spiritual  devcdopment  of 
the  original.  Witli  your  indulgence  1  will 
ill  tills  case  draw  upon  my  intuition  and 
iuiagiuatioii  for  material  that  I  hope  may 
not  only  interest  you,  but  also  imreasi',  if 
j)0ssible,  the  respect  and  esteem  in  wliicdi  we  all  hold  .lolm  ami  Margaret  Tower. 
IJack  in  merry  old  England  in  the  year  KiiM)  there  was  liorn  in  the  parish 
of  Hingham  in  the  old  town  of  lliiighani,  county  of  .Xorfolk,  a  baby  boy  that  was 
destined  to  take  a  prominent  part  in  the  develoianent  of  the  Puritan  colony  on 
MassachiisettH  Hay. 

Let  us  hoiie  thai  the  lOnglish  skylark  sang  his  sweelesl  song  that  day  as 
he  soared  aloft  in  the  blue  sky,  a  sky  that  was  nut  bluer  than  the  eyes  of  the 
infant  .lolin,  and  that  all  nature  api)eare(l  glad  and  inviting,  as  if  to  welcome 
the  birth  of  another  soul  into  eartli  life. 
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We  may  well  believe  that  kind  and  iiejpful  hands  of  the  neighborhood 
women  assisted  the  loving  mother  in  Iut  hour  of  trial,  when  she  i)assed  down 
Into  the  valley  ot  shadow  that  a  son  and  heir  miKht  i)e  born  to  her  loving 
husband. 

That  tills  babe  inherited  clean  blood  and  a  sturdy  childhood  I  do  not  doubt, 
and  this  belief  is  borne  out  by  the  stront;-,  numly  and  womanly  characteristics 
of  his  descendants  j;athered  here  today  to  honor  his  memory. 

The  parish  records  cf  old  Hingham  state  that  this  child  of  Robert  and  Dor- 
othy (Damon)  Tower  was  bai)ti'/.ed  May  14th,  Kioli.  We  should  be  f!;lad  to  know 
who  stood  as  sod-father  when  the  ceremony  took  place,  but  on  this  p(dnL  his- 
tory does  not  enlighten  us. 

We  believe  that  the  boy  must  have  seen,  as  he  grew  into  young  manhood, 
that  his  chances  for  material  prosperity  were  very  limited  amid  his  home  sur- 
roundings, and  that  this  fact,  couphul  with  his  independent  spirit  prompted 
him  to  emigrate  lu  America  in  lii:iT,  at  which  time  he  was  t  wentv -eight  \(ars 
of  age. 

C.overnmental  conditions  in  ICngland  at  this  jieriod  had  been  growing  from 
bad  to  worse,  and  no  doul)t  iiersecutimis  at  nonu^  and  a  deep  love  of  civil  and 
religious  liberty  weie  the  impelling  forces  that  turned  his  face  westwanl  to  the 
new  world. 

It  may  have  l)een  that  some  friend  possessing  t-ducation  enough  to  read 
had  come  across  tlu-  lines  of  Rev.  William  Mijrrell.  an  Knglish  clergyman,  wiio 
Si)ent  the  year  Hil':]  at  ]-*lymouth,  and  who  on  his  return  to  lOugland  wrote  jl 
poem   ill   Latin  called  "Xova  Angliea". 

"Fear  not,  iioor  :Muse,  cause  first  to  sing  her  fame 
That's  yet  scarce  known,  unless  by  maii  or  name; 
A  grandchild  to  earMi's  Paradise  is  born, 
Well  limh'd,  well  nerv'd,  fair,  rich,  sweet,  yet  forlorn." 

If  this  su|  iiosed  friend  did  exist  and  he  ever  road  tiie  above  vei-se  to  .lolm, 
it  may  have  lired  him  with  a  keen  desire  to  emigrate  to  the  new  world. 

We  do  not  know  from  what  iiort  in  England  John  and  his  assoi  iates  sailed, 
but  in  our  imagination  we  can  picture  the  throng  of  friends  iiressing  forward 
to  the  water's  edge  to  give  their  last  farewells.  Many  strong  arms  were  jtressed 
about  fathers,  mothers,  sweethearts  and  cliildn  n  that  were  never  again  to  feel 
the  loving  j)ressure  of  those  who  were  setting  out  on  a  journey  fraught  with 
unknown   trials  and  dangers. 

It  would  be  pleasant  to  Think  that  in  the  same  shi|)  with  John  Tower  and 
Samuel  Lincoln,  the  latter  a  pro|)hetic  name,  came  Margaret  Ibrook  as  a  fi^llow 
passenger.  But  her  father's  name  ap|)ears  on  the  talilet  in  the  Hingham  Memo- 
rial Tower  as  one  of  the  emigrants  arriving  in  n;:'.."..  It  is  very  probabU-  that 
Margaret  came  with  her  father.  Possibly  .lolm  knew  and  loved  Margaret  in 
old  Hingham,  and  I  hoi)e  it  was  the  memory  of  her  strong  and  lieautiful  face- 
that  caused  him  to  brave  the  dangeis  of  the  liroad  Atlantic. 

Many  names  \\lii(di  Ir.ter  were  to  become  distiiiguislu'd  in  Aiiuri.an  history 
are  found  among  the  early  settlers  in  Hingham,  such  as  Lincoln,  Ilobart,  Cush- 
ing,  liates,  Otis,  Peck,  Parker,  Lawrence  Tunui',  Ibrook,  and  otluM's,  amounting 
in  all  to  about  one  hundred  and  thirty. 

^Vnd  now,  their  weary  voyag(>  over,  they  see  for  the  lirst  time  the  rock-bound 
shores  of  Xew^  England  looming  on  the  horizon.  All  are  eager  to  let  their  feet 
I)ress  the  soil  of  the  new  land,  which  l)ut  seventeiui  years  before  was  wholly 
given  up  to  the  wandering  red  men. 

On  the  shore  of  the  harbor,  where  their  little  vessel  is  ancliored.  tlu'n;  is 
a  groii;)  of  their  cuu'nr\ men  from  the  SLtlkunents  of  Hoston  and  t'harlestown; 
for  we  can  well  believe  that  the  arrival  of  a  ship  with  friends  and  news  of  the 
home  land  was  an  important  event  at  that  time.  We  can  almost  hear  their 
cries  of  joy  as  loved  facts  are  recognized  among  those  who  pushed  an.\i(Hisly 
forward  into  the  small  boats  to  be  rowed  ashore 

The  first  wai'in  welcome  over,  the  thoughts  of  the  emigrants  naturally 
turned  to  means  of  gaining  a  livelihood  and  founding  homes. 

We  do  not  know  what  led  .lohn  Tower  to  settle  here  in  Hingham,  but  it 
was  doubtless  because  there  were  already  located  here  several  settlers  from 
his  old  home  town  of  Hingham,   l<]ngland. 

Naturally  be  began  his  career  by  tilling  the  soil.  .\n  occupation  lie 
probably    followed    i)rev'i()us    to    coming    to    .Vmeriea.      lie    must    have    labored 
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hard  and  prospered  accordingly,  lor  February  13th,  li;;;,s  or  lt;:;i),  we  learn 
that  he  was  nianied  in  the  village  of  Charlestown  to  the  woman  of  his  heart, 
Margaret  Ibrook. 

Xo  doubt  that,  in  accordance  with  the  times,  material  conditions  may  have 
had  some  influence  in  the  choice  of  both  of  our  ancestors,  but  I  want  to  be- 
lieve that  the  underlying  inliuence  which  brought  this  man  and  this  woman 
together  was  a  strong  mutual  love  and  respect  for  each  other. 

And  you,  their  descendants,  do  you  not  ever  find  yourself  picturing  their 
first  home-coming  on  their  arrival  from  their  marriage  in  Charlestown".'  Xo 
doubt  John  brought  Jiis  bride  to  I5are  t'ove  by  boat,  and  she  may  even  hav(; 
been  seasick  if  there  was  a  bit  of  a  blow. 

I  think  of  John  as  a  gallant  man  and  that  his  face  must  have  slione  with 
pride  and  joy  as  he  pulled  the  latch  string  of  their  humble  log  cabin  and 
politely  bid  her  enter.  Theirs  was  a  pioneer  life,  and  doubtless  both  were 
ready  and  willing  to  adapt  themselves  to  tlie  conditions  and  surroundings  of 
their  new  home,  so  vastly  different  from  that  of  their  old  life  in  the  home 
land.  Hoth  were  eager  to  do  their  part  in  life,  and  that  they  were  advocates 
of  large  families  is  bfst  evidenc*'d  by  the  fact  that  there  were  born  to  thmi 
si-T  sons  and  four  daughtiM-s,  from  whom  arc  descended  all  those  comprifiiiiK 
this  large  assembly. 

Others  have  written  of  the  allotments  of  land  to  .lohn.  and  of  the  historical 
events  of  th(>  founding  of  Hinghani.  We  lind  liim  engaged  in  \{\:a  in  the 
purchase  of  certain  lands  in  Rhode  Island,  which  investment  lirinliy  resulted 
in  a  loss  to  him.  The  lands  he  bought  from  the  Indian  cliiefs  weic  tinally 
found,  because  of  incorrect  survey,  to  have  been  previcnisly  purehased  by 
Roger  Williams  and  his  fellow  colonists.  Legal  proceedings,  wliicli  ensued 
tinally,   left   these  lands   in   possession  of  the   Providence   Colony. 

Strange  is  it   not,  that  my  j)aternal   ancestor,  .lohn  Tower,  should   iiave  thus 
been   engaged   in   a  controversy    with    Uogt 
to    become    m\-    direct    iiiicestoi'    through    m 
Tower. 

Of  his  personality  1  shall  say,  I  bidievt 
average  height,  rather  stockily  ])uilt,   with 
«om|)le.\ion,  dark  blue  eyes  and  i)rown  ctirly  h: 
but  by   no   means  a  sloven;    an    independent 
Godly  and  just  man,  but  one  not  allowing  it 
vision  of  duty  to  his  family  and  fellow  colonists. 

There  is  plenty  of  evideiue  that  he  was  thrifty  and  forc^lianded ;  saving 
but  not  penurious:  an  organizer;  and  probably  quite  an  employer  of  other  men. 

His  lack  of  education— a  lack  that  was  almost  universal  among  the  com- 
mon people  of  his  time— made  him  an  investigator  and  close  observer,  develop- 
ing, 1  liope,  the  strong  mechanical  inclination  that  has  been  so  uuirked  among 
his  descendants  up  to  the  present  time;  for  to  me  the  ability  to  design,  draw 
and  construct  some  artistic  or  mechanical  creation  of  the  mind,  carries  with 
it  one  of  the  greatest  joys  and  delights  that  can  come  into  this  earth  life. 

While  the  use  of  malt  and  spirituous  li(nior  was  (luite  common  in  his  day, 
T  am  inclined  to  bclievo  that  he  was  a  temperate  man,  for  it  is  a  noticeable 
fact  that  among  his  descendants  there  are  very  few  who  patronize  the  flowing 
bowl  to  any  extent.  And,  my  friends,  blood  will  tell,  for  we  as  a  lot  are  tem- 
perate people  in  all   things. 

John  Tower  must  have  looked  on  the  bright  side  of  life  in  spite  of  some 
recorded   controversies   with   the  authorities  ol    his   time,   in   most   of  which  he 
came  out  first,  best  and   thoroughly   vindicated;    in   fad    I    think   he   would   have 
endorsed  the  sentiment  of  some  jjoet,  unUnown  to  me,  wlio  in  later  years  wrote:  — 
"Better  to  weave  in  the  web  of  life  a  bright  and  golden  filling 
And  do  God's   will   with  a  ready  heart  and  hands   that  are  swift  and  willing. 
Than   to  snap   the  dedicate   minute   threads   of  our  curious   lives   asunder 
And  then  blame  Heaven  for  the  tangled  ends  and  sit,  and  grieve  and  wonder." 

His  influence  on  the  community,  as  judged  by  the  work  of  his  descendantB. 
must  have  been  very  beneficial;  for  the  tribe  of  Tower  is  not  known  for  Its 
drones,   but  for  its   workers  in   tlie   hives  of  human   industrv. 


■   Williams,    who    was 
beloved    iiiotiu'r.    I'ri 

also  destined 
id<Mice    De.xter 

he  must   have  been  a 
1   iiltasaiit,   kindly   fac( 
lair;  not  over  fastidio 
thinker,   strong   and 
eligion  to  cloud  and   b 

man  of  about 
•  and  ;i  ludd;/ 
us  as  to  dress, 

self-willed:  a 
efog  his  clear 
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That  he  believed  in  and  relied  on  his  judKnient,  also  to  piiKnaciousncss. 
was  evidenced  by  his  jroing  outside  the  village  limits  and  building  his  home, 
surrounding  it  with  a  palisade  of  logs  that  lie  might,  with  the  help  of  his  six 
sons,  defend  himself  agaiiiiKt  the  Indians  in  case  defense  was  necessary.  Hut 
it  would  apiiear  that  John  Tower  had  a  strong  influence  with  the  Indians  and 
was  able  often  to  bring  about  peac:eful  solutions  of  problems  that  confronted 
the  colonists  in  their  dealings  with  the  Indians. 

In  his  own  crude  Avay,  I  think,  he  was  scientific,  and  1  love  \i>  think  of  him 
taking  long  walks  with  his  children,  teaching  them  as  best  he  could  to  be 
observing  in  the  ways  of  nature's  Cod,  as  manifested  in  animals,  birds,  trees 
and  flowers  of  the  surrounding  forests,  and  in  the  tides  and  creatures  of 
the  sea. 

It  is  the  homely,  kindly  side  of  the  man  as  I  would  have  him  that  appeals 
to  me.  but  as  not  one  of  us  has  positive  knowledge  of  him,  or  liis  characteris- 
tics. 1  am  i)rivileged  to  make  my  guess  as  to  tiie  manner  of  man  he  was. 
along  with  the  rest  of  you.  also  to  defiMid  my  convictions  as  tenaciously  as 
would  our  ancestor. 

.Most  of  his  descendants  seem  to  belong  to  that  great  middli-  class  of 
which  Lincoln  spoke:  "The  Lord  must  have  loved  the  romnu)n  p'-opic  to  make 
so  many  of  them." 

The  pioneer  spirit  of  John  Tower  has  manifested  itself  in  every  geni-ra- 
tioii  since  iiis  time,  and  descendants  bearing  his  name  will  be  found  -catten'd 
all  througli  the  Southern  and  Western  porlions  of  our  great  coiuiliy.  'I'liest' 
descfiidants  have  always  been,  with  few  excei)tions,  defenders  of  their  coun- 
try's honor  and  flag.  Many  have  gone  down  to  their  grave  in  warfai-e  that 
this  nation  might  live.  Over  and  above  all  theie  sb.ines  the  name  of  one. 
who  throuL-ii  lour  long  years  of  the  most  teirible  war  that  tlie  woi-ld  has 
ever  seen  guided  with  a  iuastei-  hand  the  ship  of  slate,  and  at  last,  just  as  he 
had  brought  lier  saleh  through  the  bre.tke-s  into  tlie  siiiootliei-  waters  of  n 
dawning  peace,  gave  up  liis  life,  a  martyr  to  tlie  cause  of  liberts,  which  In-  had 
so   ably   advanced. 

Who  is  tlier(^  among  the  audience  before  me  whose  breast  does  not  swell 
just  a  little  with  subdued  but  homst  pride  at  the  thought,  that  throu.i;h  the 
lieart  of  Al)r;iliam  Lincoln  in  common  with  himself  coursed  tlu'  blood  of  John 
and    .Margaret    Tower? 

We  )iiiisl  not  (mill  in  rlosnnj  hi  itau  n  most  loviinj  liihiilr  to  tin  nn-iiioiil  of 
tlidt  doo'l  ironniii.  Miiriiaift  (llirook)  Ton  rr.  irho.sr  ininir.  <it  tin  sinjiirstion 
of  Oil,  oj  lirr  (Irsiritilaiits.  ifas  i)l(ir,;l  iritli  Jolin's  iiiioii  Ihr  iiioii  imn  ii  I  or-T 
/;/'■;;■  (iriirrs.  I  lulirn'  she  lids  ./oini's  niiml.  iin  ii  laltii.  iiionillii  mni  sjnnt 'lall  ii, 
(IikI.  iiu  (loiilit.  ill  iiKtiui  tliiiKjs  Unit  s/iriini  H'oin  a  ii-oiiniii' s  iiitiiition.  sum <irli,i t 
Ids  Hiiprrior. 

I  think  of  her  as  a  beautiful  lilngllsh  rose  set  down  among  tlie  rough  ami 
primitive  surroundings  of  the  Ruritan  colony  on  Massarhusetts  Bay.  the  Rris- 
cilla  or  R<js(;  Slamlish  of  llingham,  loving  and  lielovcd  1>\  all  win.  knew  her. 
She  went  al)out  her  daily  tasks  with  a  light  heart  and  wiih  a  song  of  love  on 
her  lips  for  the  strong  man  who  built  h)v  lier  this  lionie  and  win.  here  fathered 
her   children. 

If  the  old  timbers  of  this  their  home  could  Init  speak,  what  tales  they  could 
tell  of  her  sacrificing  la1)ors  in  behalf  of  her  family  of  ten  ciiiUlren!  That  she 
was  a  goi)d  cook  and  careful  housekeeper  1  do  not  doubt,  for  are  not  all  Towers 
known  for  their  plain,  yet  sul)stantial  living,  and  for  their  love  of  fireside  and 
friends? 

I  can  fancy  with  what  amazement  she  would  have  witnessed  some  of  the 
doings  of  our.  so-called  polite  society  of  today,  and  how  she  would  have  stood 
aghast  at  the  extreme  apparel  worn  at  the  present  time  by  a  few  of  the  gentler 
sex.  With  kind,  yet  forceful  words,  she  would  have  reiiroved  her  sisters  and 
advised  them  to  return  in  soine  de.i^rce  at  least  to  the  simpler  life  she  kiiew  as 
wife  and  mother. 

God  si)eed  the  day  when  all  the  shame  and  hyiiocrlsy  of  modern  life  may 
be  cast  aside,  when  men  and  women  alike  turn  to  a  more  natural  method  of 
living  than  that  which  i)reval!s  today. 
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Mind,  I  would  not  deprive  you  for  a  nioinent  of  any  (jf  the  advantaKes  tliat 
science  and  invention  have  conferred  ujion  the  20th  century,  hut  they  sliould 
be  so  used  as  to  give  nianl-cind  greater  leisure  and  oitportunities  for  jilain  living, 
high  thinking,  and  study  of  prohlenis  relating  to  the  welfare  of  the  race. 

The  mad  rush  and  whirl  of  modern  life,  the  struggle  of  many  to  kee|)  up 
the  appearance  of  a  certain  false  grade  of  social  standing,  are  all  conducive 
to  the  wrecking  of  the  nerves  and  happiness  of  tlie  twentieth  century  man  and 
woman. 

Would  it  not  he  well  for  each  of  us  to  use  in  an  humble  and  modest  way 
such  influence  as  we  may  possess  for  developing  a  greater  love  for  tlie  simple 
life  and  things  worth  while? 

As  to  the  graces  which  Margaret  Tower  i)os.s('ssed,  I  believe  they  were 
many.  I  consider  that  she  was  a  little  aliove  average  height,  rath(>r  inclined  to 
be  slender,  with  oval  face  and  pink  comiilexion.  Her  dark  auburn  hair  parted 
over  a  high  forehead,  was  nearly  hidden  by  the  white  Puiitan  cap  nf  the  times. 

I  am  of  the  oi)inion  that  her  eyes  were  ha/.el  brown  and  must  have  had  In 
them  a  world  of  exiiression,  indicative  of  the  i)ure  soul  which  looked  througii 
them  ui)on  the  strange  new  world. 

i  think  that  her  wedding  dress  was  of  blue  gray  homespun  witli  tightly  fit- 
ting bodice,  with  short  sleeves  of  the  same  material  reaching  ju.st  al)0ve  the 
elbows;   in  addition  she  probably  wore  full  linen  sleeves  to  the  wrists. 

About  her  shapely  neck  she  wore  a  broad  siiotless  linen  collar  fastened  with 
a  slm|)le  brooch,  her  whole  appearance  and  dcuneanor  making  her  very  beautiful 
and  attractive  to  liei'  faithful  lover  Jolm. 

His  mariiage  costume  must  have  been  .similar  to  that  of  the  Pilgrim 
Fathers,  and  doulitkss  consisted  of  long  coat  and  knee  breeches  of  brown  home- 
spun with  leather  belt  and  biu-kle  about  the  waist. 

No  doul)t  he  wore  a  broad-rimmed  felt  hat  with  a  liigh  taiiering  crown,  a 
■wide  linen  (ollar  fastened  with  a  cord  in  front,  stout  buckled  shoes  which  with 
long  woolen  hose  completed  an  ai)parel  which,  tiiough  seemingly  niodcr-t,  w;is 
for  those  times  fairly  elegant. 

Time  will  not  i)ermit  me  to  dwell  further  on  the  amiable  dualities  of  our 
beloved  ancestors.  Their  lives  must  have  been  filled  with  incidents  that  d"- 
veh)ped  sti'ong  and  noble  chai'acters  in  botli. 

We,  their  descendants,  all  final  i)ledges  of  theii'  Iov(>,  should  take  unto  our- 
selves every  good  h  sson  which  their  lives  and  laliors  have  to  bestow  upon  their 
own   llfsh  and  blood  of  the  twentieth  century. 


OUR   ANCESTORS. 


How  wise  it  is  to  pause  and  think 

Of  those  whose   life  blood  fills  our  heart, 

Lest  neath  their  ideals  we  may  sink 
.\iid  love  and  duty  draw  apart. 

Then    let   us    ever   study   well 

Through  the  cycle  of  the  coming  years, 
Their  life  work  which  the  past  nuiy  tell 

.And  with  new  courage  dry  our  tears. 

.My  soul,  press  onward  with  the  thought 
That    1    must   do  my   humble   task. 

In  plans  that  only  (lod  has  \,'rought; 
This   is   Uiy    work,   'tis   all    I   ask. 


MEMORIAL  DEDICATION  ADDRESS 
Delivered  by  President  George  Warren  Tower, 

at    lliiii^haiii,   .MassaclmscUs,  July  ,^,   KJI4. 


V- 


Brotliers  and  Sisters,  Descendants  of  .lolui  and  Margaret  (Ibrook)  Towei', 
I'ioneei's  among  the  Pioneer  Founders  ot  .Massaeluisetts  Hay  Colony: 
It  is  our  privilege  to  stand  here  today  under  the  shadow  of  this  iniijosing 
monumenl  erected  to  ihe  memory  of  our  honored  ancestors.  The  thrill  and 
joy  we  now  feel  at  the  completion  of  this  memorial  will  become  a  part  of 
the  fabric  of  honorable  and  useful  lives  from  now  on  indefinitely. 

^'^^  I'jiglity-seven  years  auo  a 

sUident  at  Hiirvard  College 
from  New  York,  Mr.  Charle- 
magne 1"nwer  7,  uiulertonk  10 
trac  his  ancestry  thnnigli 
the  colonial  iieriod,  and  found 
that  John  Tower  came  here 
in  IGoT.  Now,  most  of  us 
would  have  been  satisfied 
with  this;  but  it  was  not  so 
with  this  young  man,  who 
continued  to  starch  for  in- 
formation aliout  his  ancestor, 
John  Towei  and  his  descend- 
ants, throughout  a  long  and 
Imsy  life,  si)ending  much  of 
his  valualile  time  and  a  good- 
sized  fortune  in  the  employ- 
ment of  help  in  securing  data 
whit'n  he  continued  to  collect 
until  the  close  of  his  life  in 
issit.  This  history  of  the 
Tower  family  which  he  had 
compiled  was  immediately 
published  by  his  son,  the 
lion.  Charlemagne  Tower  S, 
in  a  large  vt)lume,  called 
Tower  Genealogy  Ui37 — 1S90, 
and  sold  at  a  nominal  prico. 
It  has  had  a  wide  circulation, 
and  now,  after  twenty-five 
years,  we  dedicate  this  memo- 
lial  to  our  first  American 
ancestors,  .lohn  and  Mar- 
garet ll»rook  Tower. 

Let  us  hoiie  that  this  is 
only  the  Ijegiuning  of  the 
good  whic-h  this  book  will  ac- 
complish. It  is  hoi)ed  that 
this  monument  will  in  some 
small  degree  perpetuate  our 
love  of  kindred  and  of  hu- 
manity. 


IN    MEMORY    Of 

JOHN  TOWER 


^S 


Memorial  First   ConsHlerc-il  Officially    by  the  Fxociitive 

Hoard.  March  4.  I'»ll 
CJroiind  Broken  Mav  12.  I')H 
Complfte<l  AuuuM  12,  \')\S 
Dedicated  July  .»    r)H 
Si/e  (Hase)  8  ieet    sciuare.      I  otal    heiiilit   17    feet    and    10 

inches 
Cost,  includintr  Memorial.  Vault,  Grounds  and  Perpetual 

Care,  Sl,570.')2 


MEMORIAL    ADDRESS 

Delivered    by 
Reverend  William  Braman  Tower, 

I'astor  oi  tliL-  rentenar}-    Mcthn(li>t    l\piscoi)al   C'luirch 

(if  X'cw   \in-k  (,'ity, 

at   the   Dedication   of  the    Aloiiunicnt   at 

1  liui^hain,  M  assacllu^ett,•^,  July  _:;,  I(ji4, 

erected   to   the    Menior\'   of 

John  Tower  and   Mar-aret   Ihrook,  his   Wife, 

J'^ounders  of  the  'I'ower   l*"aniil\'  in   .\nieric-a. 


y^^   'I'O    i'rtsidfiit   of   the   Tower   Ccnealo^ical    Society    is   to    he   congratulated 
{  '^     tliat   one  ot  tlie  objects   tor  whicli   tills  Society   was  ori^anizeil   and   inc(jr- 
^^     jtoiated,  and  one  upon  which  he  has  sei    his  heart    tor  these  six  years,  is 
today    realized. 

We    are    here    present    to    dedicate    a    suitable    and    lastiiii;    memorial 
shatt  for  the  founders  of  the  Tower  tamilv   in  this  countr>. 

At    one   of   the   New    England    Society    dinners   in    New    York,   a    Nonn.u;   snob, 
twirling   conspicuously   the    HohenzoUern   crest    upon    his   watih   charm,   said   to 
Hein-y  Cabot   Lodge,  the  distinguished  senior  Tnited  States  Senator  from   Massa- 
chusetts, and  also  a  member  of  one  ot  the  oldest  American  families; 
"Senator,   how   far  can  your  ancestry   be  traced?" 

"I'm    tempted      to     answer 

you    in    the    words   ot   Smyih"," 
replit'd    Mr.    Lod^e. 

"Smylhe,  \'ou  Uimw,  wlien 
this  (luestion  was  |iui  to  him 
replied  —  "When  my  great- 
grandfather sudilenly  resigned 
his  position  as  cashier  of  a 
Bost<in  bank  tliey  traced  him 
as  far  as  Horneo,  hut  he  got 
a  wa.\'.'  " 

We  of  the  Tower  family 
ar(^  not  in  the  ti\  (jf  •■Sniytlo-." 
l-"oi-  under  the  direction  of  the 
late  -Mr.  CharhMuagne  Tower, 
lather  of  the  Hon.  Charle- 
magne Tower,  former  Ambas- 
sador of  the  I'nited  States  to 
(Germany,  our  ancestor  has 
been  tr;iced,  his  character  ami 
services  weighed  and  recorded, 
and  in  the  scales  of  I'ighteous 
and  just  judgment  he  is  not 
fouml   wanting. 

it  is  altogether  fitting  that 
here  in  beautiful  llingham  we 
meet  to  honor  our  ancestor's 
memory.  Foi-  here,  from  Xor- 
folk  County,  England,  came 
John  Tower  In  1(;:57,  a  young 
man  of  twenty-eight:  here  he 
labored  on  lands  granted  and 
purchased:  lujre,  or  nearby,  he  was  marrie.l:  iierc.'  his  ten  children  were  born: 
here  he  died  and  was  buried  after  a  most  useful  and  honored  life,  covering 
nearly  the  entire  .span  of  the  seventeenth  century. 

Here,  too,  stands  in  the  Tower  name  the  Old  Homestead,  adjoining  the  site, 
where,  in  KiTf),  he  was  permitted  by  consent  of  the  (lovernoi-  ami  Coumil  on 
apijeal  from  the  {\)inmittee  of  Towns  to  remain  ■'with  his  four  sons  and  two 
other  persons"   fortitied   against   attack    Ironi   the    Indians. 
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How  few  of  us  in  this  day  and  generation  have  any  adequate  i:once|itiou 
of  wliat  the  conditions  were  in  this  land  of  ours  over  three  centuries  agol 

The  dangers,  the  hardshijjs,  the  i)rivations,  the  first  settlers  here  endured 
■are  now  a  part  of  our  national  heritajie: — part  of  that  indefinable  elenient  wliich 
•creates  and  sustains  any  great  i)eople  and  makes  them  wortliy  to  live. 

We  are  the  heirs  of  these  men  and  women,  who  faced  the  perils  of  a  strange 
sea,  the  severities  of  northern  winters,  the  hostility  of  a  savage  race,  the  un- 
certainties of  a  new  life  in  an  untried  land,  and  amid  them  all  laid  the  founda- 
tions of  a  nation  "conceived  in  liherty  and  dedicated  to  the  pro|»()sition  that  all 
men  are  created  equal." 

Particularly  are  we  gathered  from  widely  separated  residences  to  lionor  the 
memory  of  two  of  these  pioneers  of  America,  John  and   .Margaret  Tower. 

Let  us  remind  ourselves  tliat  John  Tower  was  among  tiie  number,  estimated 
to  be  'JO.dOd,  who  left  their  old  England  for  this  new  England  in  the  first  half  of 
the  seventeenth  century  because  civil  and  ecclesiastical  conditions  had  then  Ijc- 
<-ome  int<)leral)lo  to  Puritans,  who,  not  wishing  to  leave  the  state  church  as  the 
Pilgrims  did,  were  pei'secuted  for  bcdieving  that  tlod  was  directly  accessible  to 
every  seeker,  that  Sunday  was  a  sacred  day,  and  that  the  iturc  word  of  (lod  con- 
tained all  that  was  necessary  for  faith  and  i)ractice. 

They  believed  -godliness"  to  be  in  danger.  King  James  1  and  King 
Charles  I  had  scorned  the  Puritan  demands  for  constitutional  rights.  William 
Laud,  the  Archl)ishop,  had  insolently  assailed  the  Protestant  (haractcr  of  their 
native  ciiurcli  by  introducing  Romish  doctrim^  and  practices,  until  'godly  peo- 
ple in  England  began  to  apprehend  a  si)ecia.|  hand  of  Providence  in  raising  this 
plantation  in  .Massach\isetts:  and  their  iiearts  were  generally  stirred  to  come 
over."  Aroused  by  letters  such  as  this  from  the  new  colony,  resolute  and  intense 
as  they  were  in  religious  conviitions,  what  wonder  is  it  that,  in  their  dreams 
they  saw  this  new  land  with  enthusiasm  and  contentment  as  their  only  land  of 
promise?  i 

■'No  lust  of  adventure  nor  greed  of  gold"  drosc  these  men  from  their  "dear 
England." 

Clergymen,  scholars,  lawyers,  fanners  they  were,  with  a  passion  in  their 
souls  for  (]od. 

•Fohn  Winthrop  wrote  from  this  new  colony  to  his  loved  ones  in  England, 
"We  now  enjoy  God  and  Jesus  Ciirist,  and  is  not  that  enough?  I  thank  (Jod  I 
like  so  well  to  be  here  I  do  not  repent  my  coming.  1  would  not  have  altered  my 
coiir.se,  thoiigli  1  had  foreseen  all  tin  se  afliictioiis.  1  never  had  more-  content  of 
mind." 

A  Puritan  of  this  sort  was  John  Tower  in  spirit  and  in  action,  and  such  he 
continued  to  be  throughout  hi§  long  life. 

Many  of  his  dearest  friends  were  among  these  earlier  immigrants,  and  It 
was  only  eiglit  years  after  the  colony  was  granted  a  charter  when  he,  too,  dis- 
posed of  whatever  holdings  he  had  in  the  home  land  and  witii  money  in  his 
purse  came  to  New  England. 

It  is  to  be  noted  that  he  used  his  limited  resources  to  good  advantage,  for  It 
Is  matter  of  public  record  that  he  joined  acre  to  acre  until  he  was  possessed  of 
no  small  amount  of  this  new  land's  soil  and  timber. 

Within  two  years  of  his  coming  he  married  Margaret  Ibrook,  the  fair  daugh- 
ter of  another  pioneer,  and  God  blessed  this  union  with  ten  children.  By  the 
townsmen  he  was  honored  with  i)Ositions  of  trust  and  among  the  Indians,  it  is 
said,  he  had  commanding  infiuence.  Eor  the  rights  of  citizenshi])  he  fought, 
and  even  sulfcred  imprisonment,  so  that  justice  might  ultimately  triumi)h.  He 
was  of  the  stuff  of  which  Cromwell's  Ironsides  were  made,  and  stoutly,  to  his 
death,  did  he  contend  for  his  rights. 

What  jjerils  he  personally  faced  throughout  the  sixty-four  years  of  his  resi- 
dence in  this  s|iarsely  settled  region  only  the  (!od,  who  sees  all  things,  knows. 
That  he  endured  "hardness  as  a  good  soldier  of  Jesus  Christ"  we  may  not  doubt. 
For  he  was  a  cJjurch  man,  and  in  his  old  age  he  was  given  a  sni'cial  seat  of 
respect  in  the  Old  .Meeting  House  now  standing  in  this  town. 

And  so  this  monument  stands  erected,  and  will  stand  tbrougbout  the  years, 
to  the  memory  of  an  industrious  man,  a  family  man,  a  courageous  man,  a  just 
man,  a  religious  man. 


as  FIFTH     AXn    SIXTH     ANMIAI.     HFI'OHTS 

It  is  significant  tliat  we  are  here  today  not  as  a  political  lonvcnt  ion,  nor  as 
an  ecclesiastical  council,  but  as  a  family  Kiitlierinj^. 

A  family  means  father,  mother,  children,  home.  And  no  bcfiiu-st  of  the  I'uri- 
tans  is  more  valuable  than  that  of  an  ideal  home,  where-  two  are  joined  togetlier 
in  the  Lord  in  mutual  love. 

We  have  already  sjioken  of  the  influence  of  I'^ather  John.  Who  can  ade- 
quately estimate  the  influence  of  Mother  .Margaret  in  this  ancestral  family  of 
ours  for  the  sixty  years  she  ruled  it  as  Queen?  Whose  hands  iierformed  the 
"trivial  round  and  common  task"  of  household  service?  Whose  hands  smoothed 
the  fevered  brows  in  sickness?  Whose  hands  were  filled  continually  with  those 
household  ministries,  which  children  then,  as  now,  j)robably  took  for  granted, 
but,  which,  bestowed  unselfishly  and  without  measure,  make  a  godly  mother  the 
nearest  likeness  to  "the  Giver  of  every  i^ood  and  perfect  gift,"  we  liave  on  earth? 
Whose  hands  but  a  mother's  hands  can  be  so  blessedly  useful? 

"Her  husband  is  known  in  the  sates  when  he  sittelh  among  the  elders  of 
the  land.  She  openeth  her  mouth  witli  wisdom  and  in  her  ton.nue  is  the  law  of 
kindness.  She  looketh  well  to  the  ways  of  her  liousehold  and  eatcth  not  the- 
bread  of  idleness.  Her  children  rise  up  and  call  her  blessed:  her  husband  also 
and  he  praiseth  her.  Many  daughters  have  done  virtuously  Imt  thou  excellest 
them  all.  Favor  is  deceitful  and  beauty  is  vain,  but  a  woman  that  fcareth  the 
Lord,  she  shall  be  praised.  Give  her  of  the  fruit  of  her  hands;  anti  let  her  own 
works  praise  her  in  the  gates."     Prov.  XXXI,  2H:    2t;-;!l. 

The  good  man  and  his  noble  wife,  whom  we  honor  today,  were  survived, 
so  it  is  dec  lared,  liy  seven  children,  thirty-nine  grandchildren  and  thirteen  great- 
grandchildren. And  thus  started,  down  through  nearly  three  centuries  have  we 
come,  some  good  and  some  bad,  some  rich  and  some  poor,  some  wise  and  some 
unlearned,  all  of  us  descendants  of  John  Tower  and   Margaret   1  brook,  his  wife. 

We  have  helped  to  settle  and  found  this  Republic;  we  have  defended  it; 
we  have  preserved  it.  From  this  little  bay  on  the  Massachusetts  coast,  we  have 
gone  to  that  other  ocean  at  California's  Golden  Gate,  and  Ironi  the  Lakes  on  the 
North  to  the  Gulf  on  the  South.  We  have  been,  and  are,  soldiers  and  sailors, 
merchants  and  financiers,  educators  and  clergymen,  artisans  and  statesmen,  con- 
tributing to  the  making  and  continuing  of  a  great  people,  our  share  of  integrity, 
l)atriotism,  social  heliifulne.ss  and  religious  devotion. 

The  life  you  and  I  now  lead  is  vastly  different  in  this  year  of  .\merican 
indeijendence,  the  one  hundred  and  thirty-eighth,  from  what  it  was  in  this 
colony,  one  hundred  and  thirty-seven  years  l)efore  the  Declaration  of  Independ- 
ence was  signed,  when,  in  lUSii,  John  and  Margaret  Tower  were  united  in  holy 
wedlock.     How  simple  and  i)lain  it  all  was  then!     How  complex  it  all  is  now! 

Then,  a  few  families  of  a  common  Anglo-Saxon  stock:  now,  inn\imerab!e 
families  of  evei-y  nation  under  the  sun;  then,  the  ])lain  customs  and  habits  of 
the  Puritans:  now,  the  varied  habits  and  customs  of  the  jieople  of  the  world; 
then,  the  civic  and  religious  ideals  of  a  worshi])ful,  respectful  jjcople:  now, 
the  lawless  and  godless  ideals  of  Socialist,  Anarchist  and  Industrial  Worker 
of  the  World;  until  we  ask  ourselves  whether  the  idea  of  this  nation  as  the 
■■-Melting-Pot"  of  the  world  is  not  being  vastly  over-exploited,  whether  the  racial 
ideals  which  John  Tower  and  other  pioneers  brought  with  them  to  found  a  new 
nation,  aie  not  in  danger  of  being  fused  into  son)cthing  which,  instead  of  being 
a  blessing,  shall  work  havoc  among  ns. 

It  is  perfectly  true  that  the  United  States  of  America  is  a  federation  of 
humanity  and  not  a  union  of  families  of  one  race.  It  is  perfectly  true  that  the 
theocratii;  bigotry  of  the  Puritans  has  been  superseded  by  a  religious  tolerance 
in  the  separation  of  Chuich  and  State,  which  many  of  us  would  give  o;ir  lives 
to  preserve. 

Wi-:  are  trying  out  here  such  an  experiment  as  no  nation  in  histor\-  has  ever 
tested,  how  families  of  varying  races,  witii  wid.ly  diheriiig  ideals  can  (Lvell  to- 
gether in   jieace  and  prosperity. 

There  is  laid,  therefore,  upon  us,  descendants  of  those  Anglo-Saxons,  who 
had  such  a  large  share  in  creating  this  nation,  the  duty  of  insisting  that  liberty 
does  not  mean  license:  that  free  si)eech  does  not  mean  the  right  to  im  ite  to 
murder,  and  to  other  acts  of  lawlessness:  tiiat  a  free  school  does  nc^t  mean  n 
school  without  a   Bible:    and  tlnit  freedom   to   wcu-shii)   God   sliall    not    nu-an   the 
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neglect  of  all  claims  of  religion  and  the  spiritual  life,  and  the  substitution 
therefor  of  altruism,  justice  and  morals  with  no  light  of  Heaven  shining  through 
them. 

It  is  a  good  thing  for  >is  to  look  for  the  ancient  landmarits  and  inquire 
for  the  old  paths.  And  with  dependents,  defectives,  and  delinquents  increasing 
astonishingly  in  these  l<]astern  States,  witli  industrial  strife  arising  continually 
through  the  exiiloitation  of  cheap  labor,  with  multiuides  of  peojjle  assuming  a 
citizenship  of  whose  meaning  they  have  not  tlie  faintest  conception,  may  not  the 
time  have  arrived  for  us  to  make  some  further  restrictions  upon  the  hordes  now 
coming  to  our  shores  from  lands  where  civic,  religious,  social,  and  industrial 
conditions  are  in  violent  contrast  to  these  of  our  own  Repiil)lic? 

And  the  Family  of  Tower  has  a  sober,  serious  duty  to  i)erform  in  causing 
to  stand  out  clear  and  distinct  those  ancient  principles  according  to  which  our 
nation  has  grown  great. 

It  is  well  for  us  to  erect  this  monument,  but  our  duty  is  not  discharged  by 
this  act. 

Nor  is  our  duty  done  when  we  perform  certain  legal  acts  as  citizens. 

It  Is  not  done  by  exhibiting  enthusiasm   for  the  stars  and  stripes. 

These  things  we  must  do.  So  far  as  i  oncerns  this  Family,  we  must  not  per- 
mit this  charge  recently  made  to  apply  to  us  in  any  least  item:  tliat  "among 
our  worst  citizens,  who  let  things  go  badly  in  our  state  and  communities  because 
they  will  not  take  time  and  trouble  to  fight  against  public  corrujition,  are  an 
unusual  numlier  of  rei)resentatlves  of  the  old  families.  There  seenis  to  be  a 
disposition  on  their  part  to  make  themselves  comfortaljle  and  to  neglect  their 
public  duties." 

In  justice  to  tlie  memory  of  our  forefathers,  for  tlie  sake  of  our  own  self- 
respect,  and  to  prevent  any  lowering  of  tlie  standards  of  our  Aiuerican  life,  we 
must  not  shirk  any  of  the  requirements  and  privileges  of  citizensliij). 

But  further  than  this  we  must  go. 

It  is  righteousness  that  exalteth  any  i)eo|)le  and  sin  that  curses. 

Remembering,  therefore,  that  out  of  the  heart  are  the  issues  of  life,  we  will 
personally  cherish  and  practise  the  ancient  virtues  of  a  clean,  courageous,  tem- 
perate, godly  life,  frowning  on  and  stamping  out  everjthing  mean,  low,  and  dis- 
honorable. 

We  will  ]>e  patriots  of  clean  hearts.     We  will 

"Think  without  confusion  clearly. 
Act  from  honest  motives  inirely. 
Love  our  fellow-men  sincerely, 
Trust  in  God  and  Heaven  securely." 

And  by  so  thinking,  so  acting,  so  loving,  so  trusting,  we  shall  best  honor 
our  fatlier  and  motlier,  and  shall  l)e  i)utting  into  our  nation's  life  a  force  power- 
ful beyond  all  compare,  the  leaven  of  an  ennol)ling  and  transforming  Christian 
character. 

Here,  then,  do  we  dedicate  this  monument  to  tlie  sacred  memory  of  our  im- 
migrant ancestors,  John  Tower  and  Margaret  1  brook,  his  wifi 
ers  of  this  great  nation." 

Here,  too,  do  we,  their  descendants,  under  the  shadow  of  t 
dedicate  ourselves  anew  to  "God  and  Home  and  Native  Land." 


loneer  found- 
Faniily  Altar, 


Rev.  William  Br, 


Tower  led  in  singing,  "Blessed  be  the  tie  that  binds." 


POEM 


By  Francis  Emory  Tower,  D.D. 


delivered  l)y   Dr.  'I'owcr  at  the   Meiiiorial    Dedication, 
llinj^hain,  Massachusetts,  July   t,.  1914. 


OUR    FOREFATHERS. 

Three  centuries  have  rolled  away 
Since  on  "Perfidious  Albion's"  strand 
A  band  of  exiles  left   their  homes 
And   souyht  anew  a   Fatherland. 

And  who  shall  paint  that  dread  ordeal? — 
The   suffering   and   the   sacrifice; 
The  loss  of  fortunes  won  through  years; 
The  sundering  of  tender  ties; 

The  terrors  of  the  unknown  deep 
Where  fierce  Atlantic  surges  rise; 
The  landing  on  a  rock-bound  coast 
Be"neath  the  lowering  stormy  skies; 

The  plunge  into  the  wilderness 
^\']lere  nature's  sternest  aspects  frowned, 
Where  prowled   the   savage  and  the   wolf 
And  deadly  perils  lurked  around; 

The  strife  with  hunger  and   with   want 
In    myriad   forms   which   then   befell; 
The  burden  dire  of  desperate  toil 
JU'fore  which  giant  forests  fell; 

And  homes  arose,  and  fields  appeared, 
On  which  the  waving  grain  was  seen, 
And  smiling  gardens  decked  with  flowers, 
Where  once  a  desert  waste  had  been; 

The  watch  by  day,  the  watch  by  night. 
With  sword  and  musket  close  at  hand; 
Tlie  midnight  shout  of  savage  hordes 
Oncoming  fierce  with  dirk  and  brand; 

The  awful  hour  when  side  by  side 
In  battle's  stern  array  they  stood, 
And  fought,  as  heroes  fight,  for  home. 
And    purchased   .safety   willi    tlieir   hlnod;  — 

To  tell  all  this  in  fitting  woi-ds 
Exceeds  t  lie  powei-  of  i)en  or  tongue; 
Myriads  the  task  essay,  but  yet 
The   half  was  never  said  or  sung; 

And  we  who  view  the  wondrous  fruit 
That  from  their  toils  and  sufferings  grew; 
A  fabric  of  prosperity 
Such  as  past  ages  never  knew;  — 
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VVe  iu  wliose  veins  tlieir  race-blood   flows 
Transmitted  down  from  sire  to  son, 
Direct  descendants,  household  heirs — 
Heirs  of  the  trophies  they  have  won — 

Wv  well  may  honor  sires  like  these 
And  raise  the  stone  and  carve  the  line, 
And  vow  to  keep  tlieir  memory  green 
So  long  as  suns  shall  rise  and  shine. 

Rut  better  far  than  bronze  or  stone 
Is  emulation  of  their  worth; 
Their  virtues  live  anew  when  these 
In  us  to  high  resolves  give  birth. 

AVhy  did   they   leave   their  native  soil 
And  brave  the  storm-king  and  the  Hood, 
Exchange  the  joys   of  cultured  homes 
For  lo.g-iiuts  in  the  darksome  wood? 

Was  it  ambition,  lust  or  greed 
That  spurred  them  on  that  journey  far? 
Sought  they  for  fame  or  gems  or  gold, — 
For  conquest  or  the  si)oi]s  of  war? 

Not  sol  as  far  from  all  their  thoughts 

Were  sordid  dreams  or  selfish  aims 

As  Northern  from  the  Southern  pole; 

Of  such  things  they  scarce  knew  the  names! 

But  Conscience,  Freedom  and  their  Faith! 
These  were  the  powers  that  bade  them  move; 
Not  all  of  earth  their  souls  could  bow, 
They  heard  the  voice  of  One  above! 

They  ventured  all  for  Right  and  Truth, 

And    Right  and   Truth   through   them   prevailed! 

The  panoply  of  Light  they  took 

And  all  the  powers  of  darkness  quailed. 

They  won  the  fight  for  all  mankind; 
The  doors  of  Hope  they  opened  wide;  — 
Be  ours  the  task  to  guard  their  work 
Nor  let  it  fail,  whate'er  betide! 


This  day  sounds  out  a  trumpet  call! 
There  can  be  given  to  our  desires 
No  higher  prize,  no  nobler  aim, 
'J'ltan   to  be  icoitin/  of  our  sircsl 

Fk.\n( 
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All  joined   in  singing  the   Doxology 


REGISTRATION 
at  the  Fifth  Reunion  July  2  and  3,  1914. 

The  following  list  is  comi)osed  of  those  whose  names  appear  on  the 
register  at  the  Old  Homestead. 

Members  are  indicated  by  an  asterisk  (*). 

By  the  Name  of  Tower. 

.An^\*-!.';V'""i  ■^"■^-    M'*'i>'-'^'  .^'•'''•',  n;o..r^'c.  Warn.,.,  South  lliiiKbam,   Mass. 

•Aliw  (  atharhio.   South  Ilingham,  Muss.  *(;c(ji^;c  \\;ii  rm   Mis    So   Ifin-haili    Miss 

*r!;!:fll^'"'''^S'''';■'''''''*V.^^•x^''^•  ♦Cilhcrt  .lu.lson',   SheihuriiO   Fall.s,   Mass.' 

•(hares    Lfii.lal,    Kverett,    Mass.  •Ileiirv,    M.-ndota     111 
Charles    Suiuiicr,    Weymouth,    Mass.  Iffiu'v,    Mrs.,    Meii.iota     111 

.<^    '",  ^'  \.-^''",^'   ^''"'^'    Weymouth,   Mass.  Mohii   Henry,   Wevuiouth,   Mass. 

<    Kirles  ANcsley,  SprinKlleld.  ISIass.  Mohii    llnirv.    .Mrs,      Wcviuouih     Miss 

(Mar  ton    Taylor,    Medford,   Mass.  Molni    Ibrook,    South    Ilingham,' Mass. ' 
■  'rr      I    ,/    ''    n"'V,"'   ^"'"isset,   Mass.  .lohi.    itussell,    Weymouth,   Mass. 

•h      i.'l    Xi   J'T    V^"''*''!'    ^V"'-  *'«'••"■  -^-'^'"'^t-'^   Mrs..   Weyumulh.Mass. 

.  .^    ''"'  ■    Cohasset,    Mass.  •Louisa   rarolliie,   Cohasset,   Mass. 

•J»aiii<.l  AV.'l.sler,  Grand  Uapids,  Mich.  Louis    M.,    Wevmouth     Mass 

Kdfrar   l>eaii,    Youn>,'stown,   N.   Y.  Luke,   VouiiKsl'own     N     Y 

I'.liza  belli    .Abbott,   Cambridge,    Mass.  •.Miles,    Florida     Mass 

J.  izalietl.    M  ,    Youiigstown,    Mass.  •Neweonib    Hates,    Cohas-set,   Mass. 

Jlon.ii.-e    L.slelle,   Auburndale,    Mass.  •Neweonib    liates,    Mrs.,   Cohnsset,    Mass. 

•I'l.MHis    l-.mory     D.D.,    Albany,    N.    Y.  •Oliver,    Ilingham    Center,    Mass. 
•r.in.is    Leon,    Medford,    Mass.  Hs.-.n-.    .\umistus,    .Mrs.     Wrvmouth     Mas= 

','■■"",'■'   ';''^"''^'''^-.   Medford,   Mass.  Torter   Baldwin,    Youugstow'n,    N.   Y    " 
•iMuk    Allrn,    li.niover,    Mas.s.  Roland    RTanian,    Lverett,    Mass. 

•nd    Iieree,    \oungstown,   N.   Y.  Kussell,    ClilTord,    Russell,    Mass. 

•l;rank    barren,   Springfleld,    Mas.s.  Vernon      Russrll.     ll.mover,      Mass.     and 

♦George    Daniel,    Mendota.    111.  New    York    City 

George    Daniel,    Mrs.,    Mendota,    111.  •Walter     Lamont,    Dalton,    Mass. 

•Geoige      dward,   Clev<dand.   O.  *Williani   Hranian,   Rev.    New  York    N    Y 

(ieorgr  M;irlin,    I'ittslield,   Mass.  n\rss.,n    Syhrshr,    lloil,n,,,k.    Ma>s 

Other  Names  Than    Tower. 

Abbott,     Cl.ira,     Mrs.,     Somervllle,     Mass.  Clarridge,   Louise  Augu.sta,  Mrs.,  Somer- 
,      >'it'St-  vilU',    Mass. 

Arli.ary.   Anthony   F.,   Somervllle,   Mass.  Clarridge,       liuth       Tower,       Somervllle, 
•Arti'-ary,    Lannie    GcralJlne,    Somorvllle,  Mass. 

T'   I'V""''',^.      ■,»-■,•  ,,  ,.,  Colburn,   A.    R.,    Mrs.,    Stoughton,    Masa. 

Ai'-  '       V,    ^^ '"'•""•     ^-'St     Weymouth,  Conant,    I'aul    W..    Doreli.-ster,   Mass. 

*T>    Mas.s.      Loston   Globe).     Guest.  Cortlull,    A.    A.,    Last    Weymouth,    Mass. 

uil 'I i  ,,';'"'•/'';',••     '"'-''':"'^^''''   ^\   "^'-  'I'^'vl'lson,     Ada     Kliza,     Mrs.,     Newton. 

Hartleti,    Cb.arles   II.,    Dorehester.   Mass.  Mass 

•H:irtletl.  Lueius  W;irren,  Wind.sor,  Conn.  Desoe,    Gra.v    May,    Mrs.    and    son.    West 
•I'.r.rtleit,  Lucius   \\arrcM,   Mrs..  Windsor,  Siiringlield     M 


Doyle,    Henry' Collins,   Mendon,   M: 


ft,.      .  ,,  .-,         .  ,  ^  ■•'^'J*^,      '*»*iij      V    ^^liiii:^,     ^»1L-Iiliuil,     i>ia»b. 

J  ates.    Mary    Gerlru.b-,    Cohasset,    Mass.  Doyle,    Henry    C,    .Mrs,    Mendon,    Mass. 

.•    ows,    Annie    T.,    Manville,    R.    1.  Duggan,     Kdward      Selwyn,    Kast    Wey- 
R.'ll.iws.  (  .-irrie  M.,  Manville.  U.   I.  mouth     Mass 

•i'.illmgs.    .John     Davi.s,     South     Sudbury,  »Dui.'g:in,  '  i:,hvard     Selwvn,     Mrs.,      East 

.....M'l-^^;  W.^y ulli.     Mass. 

l.liNs.      Lillian      Kslelle,     Mrs.,      Newton,  'Kagcr,    Olive    Gould,    Mrs.,    Auburndale, 
-Mass.  M.,.,^ 

:'"■'"■,';•    'V."!'''I    -^-    ^"^"■'•"''>    ^-    "•  Kdwards,      Daniel     Mann,     Mrs.,     Woon- 
J.urrell.      Kilicl      I.  ranc.-s,     South     Illng-  socket     R     I 

„    ''•",".    M;'^,''-  •K.l wards.    IMiih.    Woon.soeket,    R.    I. 

l.uindl.      il.drn      Riis.sell,      South      HIng  *Klw.ll.    Mary,    .Mrs..    Spru.-e    Isl.aiid,    Me. 

I.ani     Mas.s.  Fairbanks,  Henry  Irving,  Dedhani.  Mass 
Itnrn-li,     N.-lli.-,     Mrs.,     Sonll,     Hinghaln,  (luest. 

^'•'^■•^-  Furb.r,   i:velvn    I'ope,   Cohasset.  Mass. 

.    llir.gbani    Center. 
Mas.. 


•Capen.    Art 
.M 


Ceasar.   Archie  I).,    D.illon,   Mass.     Gnest.  I'olsom.    Inez    RelHk.ib,    Mrs.     Stoui:  itou 

(lark,   Arthur.!.,   Mrs.,   Sr.iitli    Hlngham,  .Mass, 

,,.  Mass.  l.olsoni,    .lessi,.    F..    Slouu'bt.,n,    Mass 

(lark,    Charles    Munroe,    Accord,    Mass.  •(J.vrdner.     Katie    Gerlnid,.     South     Hing- 

Clark,     Klizabeth     Maria      .Mrs,    Accord,  h.uii,    M.iss 

....  M;«ss.                                                                  '  •Gates.   '   Cbarl.'s       Willi.im,       l*<M.'rsluim, 

•(  lark.    Hazel    Frascr,    Accord.    Mass.  .M:is< 

Clark.    .Teaniieltc    Tower,    .\ccord.    Mass.  "«iales.  IMIi  h  .M.nja.  West  I'.ovlslon    M.iss 
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Goodwin,  A.  K.,  Mrs.,  Pawtucket,   R.   I. 
•Harrington,    Sarah    Grlswold,    Mrs.,    Ni- 
agara  Falls,   N.   Y. 
Holt,    Henrietta    15.,    Mrs.,    West    Boyl- 

ston,  Masa. 
Johnson,    A.    Louise,    Souiervllle,    Masa. 

Guest. 
Keene,   Grace   E.,    Cohasset,    M;iss. 
Kennoy,  Edith  Lydia,  Newton vlllo,  Mass. 
Kenney,     011v<'       Towur,        Nowtonvillo, 

Mass. 
•King,      Ella      Marion,      Mrs.,      Wavorly, 

Mass. 

•King,  Marguerite  Stone,  Waverly,  Mass. 

Long,  John  D.,  Hlngham,  Mass.    Guest. 

Maxim,  Judson   Wesley,  Warren,  Mass. 

•Maxim,    Judson    Wesley,    Mrs.,    Warren, 

Mass. 
•McDonough,    Frank,    Sr.,    Denver,   Colo. 
McDonough,   Frank,   Mrs.,   Denver,   Colo. 
McDonough,  Grace  Emily,  Denver,  Colo. 
ifcDonough,     Gilbert     Lincoln,     Denver, 

Colo. 
McDonuugh,     Roger     Maxwell,     Denver, 

Colo. 

Colo. 
Mulliken,      Alhlon      Lester,      SomCTvllle, 

Mnss. 
•Mnllikfu,   ElizahcUi  Ann,   Mrs.,   Soinervillo, 

Mass. 
Newcomb,      Catherine      A.,      Weymouth, 

Mass. 
Nlcliols,      Dorothy      Lothrop,      Coha.sset, 

Mass. 
•Nichols,     Ella     Gertrude,     Mrs.,     Cohasset, 

Mass. 
Nicliols,      Gertrude      Tower,       Cohasset, 

^^ass. 
Olson,      Charles      A.,      Mrs.,      Brookllne, 

Mass.     Guest. 
Olson,    Grace,     Brookline,    Mass.     Guest. 
Whlttier,    H.    B.,    Mrs.,    Brookline,   Mass 
Gnest. 
•Pease,    Hattie    Llllabello,    Mrs.,    Halfleld, 

^rass. 
Perkins.     Lewis     W.,     Hlngham,      Mass. 

Guest. 
Pratt,   Flora   Leslie,   Cohasset,   Mass. 
Pratt,    Isabel,    Cohasset,    Mass. 
Jtadloflf,    Claudia    B.,    Men  ion,    Mass. 


Reaser,  Joseph  G.,  Boston,  Mass.    Guest. 
Rich,  Nellie,  Mrs.,   Youngstown,   N.  Y. 
Smith,   George   Alexander,   Rev.,   Boston, 

Mass.      Guest. 
•Smith,     Martin     Eugene,     Northampton, 

Mas.s. 
Smith,  Mary  Tower,  Mrs.,  Alstead,  N.  H. 
Snow,  Tower  Charles,  Youngstown,  N.  Y, 
Souther,     Bralnard,     Mrs.,     Soiitli     Hlng- 
ham,   Mass. 
•Sprague,  ILiunah,  Mrs.,  South  Ilingham, 

Mass. 
•Sprague,    Grace    Eliot    Wlnthrop,    South 

Hlngham,  Mass. 
•Stoddard,    Emma    Jane,    Mrs.,    Braintroe, 
Mass. 
Stoddard,    Helen    W.,    Bralntree,    Mass. 
•Suhanek,  Ermina  Drury,  Mrs.,    Holyoke, 

Mass. 
Taylor,    Carrie    L.,    Rockland,    Mass. 

Mass.      Guest. 
Taylor,   Elmer  E.,  Mrs.,   North   ILanover, 
Taylor,     Sarah,     ilrs.,    Medford,    Mass. 
Guest. 
Thrall,    Alice   May,    Windsor,    Conn. 
•TottiTdale,      Florence      Augusta,      Mrs., 
Stafford,   N.   Y. 
Tuttle,     Wayland     A.,     West     Bovlstoii, 

Mass. 
Tuttle,    Wayland    A.,    Mrs.,    West    Bovl- 
stoii,    Mass. 
♦Underwood,  Electa  Maria,  Mrs.,  Batavla, 
N.    Y. 
Van   Leuven,  John  J.,   Chicago.   111. 
•Van    Lc\iven,    .Ttilm    J.,    Mrs.,    Chicago. 
•Warren,    Philemon    Dugan,    Capt.,    Bos- 
ton, Mass. 
•Warren,   Pliilemon   Dugan,  Mrs.,   Boston, 

Mass. 
Wasson,    E.    B.,    Mrs.,    Waltliam,    Mass. 

Guest. 
A\'('iitworth,  Irene  Frances,  Mrs..   Somi-r- 

ville,    Mass. 
Whitcomb,    Arthur   R.,    South    Illnghain. 

Mass.     Guest. 
White,   Doris  A.,  Boston,  Mass.     Guest. 
Wilder,     Ezra,    Mrs.,     South     Hlngham, 

Mass. 
Williams,  Marjorie  Lurline,  Spokane,  Wash. 
Young,  Frank  B.,  South  Hlngham,  Afass. 


©bltuar^  H^oticce 


Member  No.     52,  Mr.s.  Mary   Ellen    (Tower')    Churchill   of  Melrose,  Mass.,   died 
December  21,  1912. 
8S,  Franklin  Dwight  Tower*  of  Albany,  N.  Y.,  died  Seiiteniljer  7, 
1912. 
"     119,     George   Edward   Tower"  of   Washington,   D.   C,   died    June   S, 
1914. 

203,  Mrs.  Mary  Antoinette  ( TowerM  West  of  Fremont,  Nel).,  died- 
February  1.  191 15. 

204,  Mrs.  Emma  Thayer  (Tower''')  Stevens  of  Newton,  Mass.,  died 
October  2,  1912. 

323,  Miss  Sarah  .Nichols  Stoddard'  of  Cohasset,  Mass.,  died  De- 
cember 2;{,  1912. 

335,  Dan  Peter  Tower"  of  Youngstown,  X.  Y.,  died  l-'ebruary  7, 
1913. 

343,  Miss  Alice  Lavinia  (Tower')  (Hailcy)  Looney  of  Orion,  .Mich., 
died  June  15,  1914. 

3t;i,  Mrs.  Frances  Amelia  (Bird")  Stevenson  of  Milford,  .Mich., 
di<'d  .lanuary  23,  1914. 

NOTE:  Since  this  rejtort  was  given  to  the  press,  word  lias  been  received 
that  "I'ncle"  Luke  Tower  of  Youngstown,  .Niagara  County,  .New  York,  ]iassed 
away  very  suddenly  on  October  3(1,  1914,  while  attending  a  |)olitlcal  rally  at 
Niagara  Falls,  New  York.  He  never  became  a  member  of  the  Society,  but 
yrratlii  rnioijrd  (hr  rcitnions.  "Uncle"  Luke's  picture  was  iirinted  in  the  Third 
Annual  Report  in  the  year  1911. 


Frns  of  ashes  of  deceased  descendants  of  John  Tower'  may  be  i)laced  perma- 
nently under  the  Memorial  for  a  small  expense  of  $25.00  for  opening  the  vault. 
Descendants  desiring  fiiither  infornmtion  should  communicate  with  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Society. 

(S.'f  !■<•(•., nls  (,f  (III'  .Mriii(.ii;il   (•oiiiiiiiticc.   \iil.    I  .\..      Itrccpnliii^r  Sccrct.ir.v.l 


Issued  this  2tith  day  of  Novembei',  1914,  l)y  order  of  the  Executive  Rn;ird  of 
the  Tower  Genealogical  Society,  In(. 


ZTbanhsGiving  (Brcctinos 


Koriii  0     1»  A;   K. 


VAY  7b 


